2 , 
. * 
+; 
F" 
* 
. * 
. 
* 
1 . 
P 
* 
\ 
- 
* 
0 
* 
% 3 o 
; 5 f ; 
* og 8 
* % 
* 
* 
” 0 
; of <4 5 % 
— 82 ” 
> 
- , 
t 
4 2 Br" at 
& af 2 — 4 
6 - « 
; k e 5 : 
. C . 92 88 1 5 ; 
N * 
* 


LOS N THR REE VOLUMES. _ 


BI JAMES. 


| Te Muriel he lien Kanon fol 
2 — fad fog of hp teouſn $ 


— — 9 2 . GE * arid 


1 


. 


rn 


; 8 7 
. a 8 8 
\ * 3 Is 6 * 8 7 


For Jonn « as fp ans e at the b 
| and Crown, in Se. PauPs Church-yard A vale 


A © — $ 
Wm tans Yo 


'ERVEY, AM 


- of 


4 1 9 : 
« CM a bn i a as nals. Ate 


** 4 PA + 
> tet 
en 

2 ** IF 
+. 


n 


4 : i ' 
* r ee 


5 Ne 


» oh 


4 4 x 1 . TY N 4 „ 
„F f) ²˙ ö 
, d % ol Sp. 4 # % 4 nts ” ; 
63 6 he GT s. LOS + r 


* 


_ . * 8 


I KV; BYa 6 5 I * N | N F & ern " 
* 80 * N ry, Nene - 4 » 

F N n * . 

* ö N Pts N wy 8 N 

4 * Nen N We n 

r Were 


5 Sv ns * . : 

» * W 

Amann No Gram. 
vs. FE * EF 


* 


* 


5 8 
The Right Honourable 


A FRANCE: Suinlkv. 


* 
— 


M. A D A M, 
| 55 F Chriſtianity was inconſiſtent. 
8 with true Politeneſs, or pre- 
Judicial to real Happineſs, 


97" ſhould be extremely injudi- 
_ eious, and inexcuſably ungrateful, in pre- 
ſenting theſe Eſſays to your LADpYSEHIT. 
But as the Religion of JESUS is the 
Brand Ornament of our Nature, and 3 
A 2 _ © Source 


4 


Theory in the Regions of Paradiſe, ar 
5 0 3 its — in bis own 


„ > EDICATION. | 
| Sonree'of th er kr, ha Pop For 


af the following Pages canngt; be.ynwor- 
thy the Countenanee and Pr teQion, of 


the mah benen e Peha, Made: 
can there be a Wich, more ſuitable to 
the Obligations or the Dictates of a grate- 


ul Heart, than that You may experience 


pat: You | l and * wr N pe- 


WS \ * 11.25 Af gle 


Dip Religion conſiſt in in a 5 TI 5 


of external Obſervances, or a forced Sub- 


miſſion to ſome rigorous Auſterities, I 
ſhould not ſcruple to join with the Infi- 


del and the Senſualiſt, to dread it in one. 


View, and to deſpiſe it in another. 
need not be informed, Mapa, he 
it is 2s. much. ſuperior to. all ſuc Jon 


5 
_ 


and forbidding Singularities, a as the Elea. 
vens are higher than the Earth. It is 
| deſcribed by an Author, who learnt : its 


moſt 


_ B'EDICATEON vw 
mt ekemplafy Cott at 1on It i is thus 
dekkrlted By that inc beomparable Author; 
- 2 Rrngdom of of AQ 0 . Tis not Meat and 
Ding, but Righteonſar "and Pate, oy 
Youth: HOLY ( 7 HOST. | 
"YL to 2j 9H 70 2: Tas 
g ese tecöneileg to the Op : 
; _GoD-t6' be intereſted i in the unſearch- | 
| able Riches of CHRIST—To. be re- . 


of "the. Divine, SPI RIT—This i is evan- 
gelica! Righteouſneſs. | This is genuine 
| Religion. This, MapAu, is che King- 


dom of GOD eſtabliſhed i in the Soul.— 
| Hoy benign and inviting is ſuch an In- 


ſtitutio | How honourable and. advanta- 
gecus ff | bch a State! And from ſuch Pri- 
ne, i what. other Effects can flow, 

but tl that Peace, obich paſetb all Under- 


e ? That Ts. Oi 10 ae 
1 8 1 N 
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fEATION. 
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| 49, hs 24 4 ee 1 a 


5 161 J pete 2700 f Thing ſen 
of the Gay, ang Purſuits of the Ati | ius, 


| of greater, | of equal, of compitable Ve- 
lue ? Is not all that Wealth can 1125 urcHaſe, 


ts 2. .; 


all that Grandeur can beſtow, omewhat 
Jike thoſe glittering Bubbles, Which When 


STKE 


| viewel" are Emniptineſi, When gralpel Are 
"Neth ting ? "Whereas, the Comfofts, the 


Beiicfirs, the Hopes of Chriſtiani 
at once ſupremely excellent, and in 


＋ are 
itely 


durable. a > Portion, ſuited to the Dig- 


, "nity of a rational Soul; large as its Fe * 
culties, and immortal a as its 8 


12 1 of 


. theſe” Bing ate Lenter 64 


"CHRIS 7; were purchaſed by CHRIST; 
are, 'communicated from CH R IS qe 
It is for want * knowing thoſe bound- 
bes and everlaſting Frealites of pardon- 


ing, Ju Hing. Saving Merit, which the | 


LORD Jy CHRIST Vene 
8 and 
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and . which He freely diſpenſes even to 
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Sinners, that ſo many unt binting Perſons 
ite A ta eg te ! ua 1 gnoble Objects, and be- 


gate! by delafory' Pleaſures! Unbappy 
Creatures i What can they de; bit catch 


at Sh adows,” | and too to Trifles, white 
they are erat of the gra grand, the ſab- 


ſtantial, the ig gc PTE is for 
want of au attending to that Fulneſs of 


{4 Fre 


face, and that Plenteouſnefs of Ne- 


Gt 


demption, Which dwell in our moſt 
| adorable S AVI Oo R. that ſo many 


ſerious Perſons are Stran gers to the Tran- 


quility and Sweetneſs of. Religion: are 
ſubje& to all its Reſtraints, but enjoy 


: few, if any, of its Delights. Miſtaken 
Zealots! How can they avoid the gloomy 
| Situation and the uncomfartable Cir- 
: cumſtance, ſo long as they withdraw | 
themſelves from the SUN OF RIGH- « 

| TEOUSNESS and his all-chearing 4 


Beams 1 


Br 


men! Fern es will then 
| is wiſhed, - but far |, greater 
an een e pre ed 
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REP? HE Reader will probably expe? 
- eme Account of the enſuins Work 

and, to gratify Him in this Par- 

ticular, * * 4 real Pleaſure to 


be Beauty and Excellency: of the. nc 
be Ruin. and Depravity of human Nature 
Recovery, founded. on the Atone-- 
ment, and elfacted by the be SPIRIT of CHRIST 
Theſe are ſome of the chief Points, indi- 
cated, illuſtrated, and applied in the following 
Sbeets.— But the grand Article, that 'which 
makes the principal Figure, is the 1MPUTED 
RicnuTEOUSNESS of our divine LORD; 


from whence ariſes our Fuſtification before GOD, 


and our renewed Title to F eve heavenly * 


| * 3 75 1 this _ contre: 


Doftrine — how worthy it is of the moſt. 2 
tentive Conſideration, © and of univerſal Ac- 
achtance — is: hinted in the fecond Dialogue. 


So that I need, in this Place, do RE. mare, 
than. give the Senſe. of 4 Paſſage from 


which is there introduced in tht" Ni 6 6 'T% be 


* Dodritte of Fuſtification, ſays that excellent 
* Author, ſpreads itſelf through the whole 
* Syſtem of Divinity. As this is either 5 ü 
* etablſhed, or ſuperficially toucl 
v«. fated, or ſlightly diſmiſſed; - accordingh, "the . 
n apbolg Strufture- of Religion, ether . 5 1 
00 graceful and. magnificent, ſuperior to Aft lt, 
and beyond the Power of Decay; ar elſe it 
b appears diſproportionate and: defectiue, folters 
. 1 Foundation, and d an e, | 


* 1 


en 0B I ee ew 


| 2 The Defion is. . in "the "How. . Dia- 
cepted, in Ahich it 
was ud eaſy to carry on 4 Canverſation, and 
nnen io each Perſon a proper Degreg of Sigui- 
Fancy. Here, to avoid tbe cummon Imbuta- 


Jopue. | Thoſe Parts only 6: 


— 


tion, 7 oringing en \the Stage. 'a Mute ar @ 


"lb, 


mt = See p- 65, * 5 


ts without © e — 
Gentlemen — und, 8 
_— — enter * . ene aorreſpun- 
_ 1544109 8 
be | Dialogue P gent oO many Cant 
ate à very eligible Way of Writing. —Here- 
by, FA Hhithor gives an Air both of Dignity 
"of Modeſty to bis Sentiments. Of Dignity ; 
by delfvering then from the Mouths F Perſons, 
in every veſper? ſuperior 10 Himſelf. Of Mo- 
deſty; Beruuſe We no longer confider Him ix 
we rad, but invidious Capacity of a Teacher. 
=_— M76 calling” Us "to his Feet, and diflating 
bis Prectpts, He gratifies our Catiolity.' He 
turm hatt a Curtain, and admits Us: to ſome 
' #emarkable Inrervietus, or iniereſting Confe- 
\ rences. "We over heur, by\a kind of innocent or 
Amaginury Stealub, the Debates which paſs. in 
the Receſſes of Privaty; which are carried on, 
nb ebe moſt  trnreſerved Freedom d, — 
and Openneſs of Heart. —A Circumſtance, whith 
will apologize for ſome” Peculinrities, that might 
otherwiſe b be inconſiſtent with Humility, or offen- 
ve to Delicacy. Particularly, it nay obviate 
tbe Diſguſt, 2 generally, and indeed defer- 
: . attends the" frequent Intruſion of "that a 
__ Pitivus and uſurping litile MonofyNable, I. 
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inp 1 1 33 
ee ling. the Syitit of Converſation is . The 
es are no ger talking ;. but one of them, 
2 the Author, "is ic lefturing.. e. N 
Though I bave ſo mtb #0" ſay . Be ＋ 
tbe " Model, I have very little \to ſay. with Fe- 
guard tothe Execution unte ir ze 10 cf; 
tbe: Deficiency. © There” ir not, x: am ' ſenfible, 
"that peculiar Ar ond diſtin wiſhing Turn, 
tobich bond mark” and " tharaPterize \ each 
"Speaker. This is "wha? the Nature of foi 
3 requires, "and. what the Author 4 


plauds 
. 
: : 
9 4 
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PREFA AGE ii 


t having "the b lg 10 copy: it, © has not 't the 
1% to —N, ertbeleſs, the attentive 
| Reader will, all along, , perteibe 4 Difference. in 
the fie py not in the Language. The | 
| Materials vary, even when 4% row Ines: 1 
fame Maul, and tale the ſame Furm.— In the 
Diftion alſo there muſt. be ſome Diverſity. | Be- | 
cauſe, ſeveral 77 the Objedtions. are propoſed in 1 
the very Words of one or two eminent Writers, 
who have. appeared on the other Side of the 
Queſtion. "Theſe, are not . particularized by the 
| Mark of Quotation; becauſe, the Man of Read- 
ing will have no Occaſion for the Aſiſtance of 
5 an Inder, and the Man of Taſte will 


probably diſcern them Li the n. of the 


Syle.. 

Som 1 F in ns it _ be a ac- 
know deed, . are of . the controverſial Kind. 
4 Species of Wi riting, . leaſt fuſceptiple of the 


„ df dS Gro a ue. 
: 2 8 - f 5 — ” : i 4 2. 


of | Graces, which. embelliſh Compoſition ; r rather 
maſt deſtitute of the Attractives, which engage 
1 Attention, and create Delight.—Yet I have ſome- 
1, times: thought, that it is not abſolutely impoſſible, 
1 to. mate even, the; ſtern Face of + Controverſy 
„ wear 4 Smile; and to reap ſome valuable. Fruit, 
-1 from. the rugged - Furrows. of.  Diſputation. 
p- Whether. this is effefted in the preſent Work, 
2 the Public muſt * that it has been at- 


N n 


Foreſt, er of a frowning: gloomy Recs, 8 
| be ſome ee eee b e 
| of the . - which 


he Minor: daſs: 6: 1 
meſs for the amiable Scenes Crtation. It i: 
| therefore not at all improbable, but bis 'Excur- 
frons on this Topic may be of rbe diffuſive Kind; 
and bis Deſcriptions ſomerv but luxuriant. Mis 

boped; 'bowever, that the benevolent- "Reader. 
will indulge Him in this favourite Foible. if 

ny ſhould feel the Jame prevailing Paſſim-for the 
Beauties of Nature, tis poſſible theſe Perſons m „ 
ve intlined, not only ta excuſe, hut % approve 
_ the Faule; and may take Part eb the ee, 

even in Oppoſition 10 the Criuit. n 

Farther to diverſify the Piece, Skets ICS 0, 
| fophy are introduced. * Eaſy to be under- 

food, and calculated to entertain the Tmagina: 


tion, as well as to improve \the Heart. More © 


particularly, to, diſplay. the wiſe aud beneficent 
Defion of Dan dice: in the various Appearan- 
ces n mumberleſs Produfions of the. materia 
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INF AT Mn 
Worlds: Neither: are theſe Remarks altogether 
= foreign to the main Point. But, as far as the 
= orders of Creation may compert with — 
5 of Grave, ſubſerve the. general End. 8 
As to the Choice of my Subjects. Som. People 
bane defired 10 fee. an Invefiive,,. againſt the-fa- 
ſhionable and predominant Vices of the Ape. 
| T apprebaid, won ze lite picking off the 
4 u, oV clipping away the: Twigs, from . ſome 
over-grown and noxious Tree, Waving this te- 
dious and inæfectual Toil, I would rather lay the 
| Ave to. the Root. Let the Knowledge and Love 
| of CHRIST. take. place in the Heart, and not 
only a few of ibe Branches, but the "poſe: . 
of Sin will. fall at unte. 
Some would have the . 7% aon the 
conſcientious Obſervation of the. Sabbath, incul- 
cate the daily Worſhip of GOD in the Family, 
and urge a devoul\ Attendance on the public Ordi- 
_ ances of Religion. —But when a Perſon is con- 
wvinced of Siu. wo made ſenſible of Miſery ; when _ 
Le bas taſted the good Word of GOD *, and 
een by Faith hs LORD's CHRIST ＋. 
He will want 10. Solicitation . or  Incitement, to 
theſe . Means of Grace, . and Exerciſes of Godli- 
„%. He will have juft the ſame Diſpoſition to 
: them. RNS 45 the hungry Appetite * 4 whole 
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; . — t An its Duties, — | 
45 Forte its Praflice—Let theſe Perſons remember, 
2 . Shoots, lt - 
3 X Ace 1b generous Fruit, 45 when en. l a 
"v grafted on evangelical Prin do 

PM N Pink, the Roſe, ind the Carnation ; : 
: if 4. not gather the Peach, the Neftarine,. and 
tbe Pine: apple; and put them into my Reader's 
\ Hand, for bis immediate Enjoyment :*: I am en- 
—_ eee 
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exact d eee that Words can form, or F: : 
ere? = Babes covet nothing but the Milk of thelf 
Breaſt. 88 all other Things. 
_ Give them Riches, give them. Honours, ive them what- : 
ever you pleaſe, without this rich, del 
- Natriment, they-wilt not, they cannot be ſatisfied. 5 
Ho finely does this illuſtrate, and how forcibly incul- 
. Atte, what our LORD ſtiles, The ©; Eye, and 7 * 
ines, and de- 


2 , Or, the ſalutary 
-lightful Privilege 
"Top reme Value for __ and undivided Aon yg 


4 


ions, balm - 


0 of the Gotpel: together with that 4 2 


PREFACE. wil 


ww ſeveral Texts of Scripture « come luder Con- 
= Jderavon, Criticiims upon the Original are fre- 
Woah, lady af fra, 4, clear of die 
= Difficuties, 0 rec 70 {c ve 1 bran ations, ar 
point out "the . many. elicate and_maſterly Strokes, 
| which occur In the BIS LA Aud glad ſhould 


Eee, e 1 4. F 1 . recommend and 


endear. that nrogluable Book. If, as the-Divine 
1 I "M1 E R rideth on = 41 Word of 


Meekneſs, and Righteouſneſs -, 
gb ſcatter 4 | Palm. Branch, or this 


Perf e might. 40 4 oweret, to freu bis 
Way - F,. and ſolemnizo, his Triumph. _ ET 
In the he Courſe of the Diſputation, 1 dare. not 
=. ſupp 7 ſe, that 1 have. difeuſſed all he Argu- 

. which Sagacity. may deviſe, or Sapbiſtry 
Perhaps, 1 have not removed all. the 

3 og which may awaken Prejudice, or em- 
barrafe Integrity. This, however, I may ven- 
- ture: to aim, - that I myſelf baue met with no 
naler, W Oh : greed which "is not either ex- 
FH, rofaled,” "tek 
L | e eee. though I ſhould neither Ja- 
ah ler Silence Ide Gainſayer, T ſpall think my 


he wavering Taube or enen the aflicted 
Confeience. ws. „„ . 
Vor. 1. n 4: 'F 


= * "— n 
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If any ſhould burleſque or ridicule theſe ve- 
1 5 Truths, and exalted Privileges, I ſhall 
only. ſay with my Divine MASTER; Ol that 
Thou hadſt known, in this thy Day, the 
Things that belong to thy Peace] But now 


they are hid, i is evident from fuch a Proce- 
dure, they: are hid from thine Eyes *.—Should 


any, in the Spirit of Decency e Cardor; - | 


either ftart new, or revive old Objeftions, I doubt 
not, but they will receive both a due Examina- 
tion and a proper Reply. As theſe Doftrines en- 
ter into the very Eſſence of the Goſpel, and con- 
_ ftitute the Glory of our Religion, they can never 
want a Succeſſion. of Advocates, ſo long as the 
Sun and Moon endure.—For my own part, I muſt 


beg leave to retire. from the Lifts, and lay down i 


dhe M. eapons of- Controverſy. {Ones N 
15 my RT; 5 


Diſcedam, o Numeram, reddarque 
. Tenebris. FS 8 

2 bis Technics on is lr not 1 any the 
leaf Suſpicion, - that my T enets are indefen- 
ſible; But becauſe I would. apprize my Friends, 
and the Friends of our common Chriſtianity, 
that the Field. is clear and open for them to 


advance; ; . they. 4. ref En 70 others the glorious 
* 


25 - '- = * ; ; . | 1 
i * Luks xix. 42. 


" ; * * 
. 1 30 
0 0 2 . — ry * 
: a 


Com- 4 


Pt F : * 2 ts * = ; EI 1 Set 7 
„ I es Ie oe 7 r d 0 * 
r . Forres Fu e 2% 25 3 33 x 
. 2-44) aa Ny . 3 s "hot wy . 


<2 
2888 


| 


FREFACE XIX- 


combat; and ſpall content myſelf with wiſh- 
ing them Succeſs in the Name of the LORD. 

— Becauſe, it becomes a Perſon in my declin- 
ing State, to be more peculiarly intent pon 
encountering 4 different Adverſary; who is 
ſure to overcome, and never allows. Quarter. 
Zet, by this Word of my Teſtimony, and 
by the Blood of the LAMB *, I hope to 
triumph even when I fall; and to be more than 
Conqueror, thong TE H 0 * H my N 
teouſneſs. 

Should any Thing be 8 forcible 3 
100 overthrow my Arguments, or detect a Mis 
tate in my Sentiments, the World may depend 
upon ſeeing a free and undiſſembled Retrac- 
tation. I ſhall loo upon it as a Duty, which 1 
owe to my Conſcience, to my Readers, and to 
my G OD, publicly to acknowledge the Error. 
It is one Thing to be ſilent; another to be 
obſtinate. As i ſhall % adhere to the 
firſt; 1 would, with equal Steadineſs, renounce. 
the laſt. Though I withdraw from the Strife 
of Pens and of 7. ongues, I ſhall take care to 
preſerve a Mind, ever acceſſi ble to T: ruth, ever. 
open to Conviftion. A Mind, infinitely more 
conceryed for the Purity and Proſperity: of the 
WE” 2 05 Opel, than of the Prevalence of 
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* PREFACE 


ney 020 Opinion, * Credit of my own Pere 
W 


- "hs bave the Happineſs if being a Member; 


an abe Honour "of being a Miniſter, of the re- 


re eſtabliſhed Church; I cannot but re- 


fee, with a peculiar Pleaſure, that every 


Dezrine of Nate, maintained in r. theſe Dia» 


Hues and Letters, is either implied in our Li- 


turgy, aſſerted in car Articles, or taught in 


our Hormthes.—-/ affords me Aewiſe ſome De. 


gree of Satisfaction ta obſerve, that the moſt ma- 
terial "of the Sentimenis, have Been adopted by 
Milton; are incorporated into his Paradiſe Loſt ; 


amd add Dignity to the ſublimeſt Poem in the 
World.—To have the higheſt human Authority, 


and the fit Genius of the Nation on a Writer's 
Side, is no contemptible Support. This muſt ſurely 
give a Sanktion, where-ever aur religious Eſta- 


| bliſhment if reverent , or pole Literature is 


held in Fe even this Santtion, com- 


"pared with the Ks of. Revelation, is only like. 


a Range of Cyphers, connected with the initial 
Figure. Which, were they detached, Would be 


inſignificant ; but, in fuch a Subordination, are 


confiderable. 


Perhaps, it ſhould be farther achnowledged, 


that T have not always confined myſelf to the 


Metbod of our Syſtematic Writers, nor fl ollowed 
2 their T1 rain of T Borg bus with a ſcrupulaus Re- 


gulariq. 
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= gularity. 7 en conduct my Fellotv- creature 
50 tbe * and eternal Cod CHRIST 


JESUS. I have cboſen the Path, which 


ſeemed maſt agreeable and , inviting, rather than 


moſt beaten and frequented. F this leads, with 


equa! Certainty, to the great and deſirable End, 


I dare promiſe myſelf an eaſy Excuſe. However, 


= that Method and Order, in the doctrinal Parts 
= of the Plan, are not wholly neglected, the a 
mg Summary of Contents mY ſhew. 
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. mination, and promote Convittion of Sin: 
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de Evil of his Heart, ſees the Neceſſity of a better Righ- 
= teouſneſs than his own—Defires a farther Explanation, 
and a 1 na n of the Doctrine under Debate. E 
1. E 2 T E R III. 
4 Aſpaſio proves the . — Fund the PE — the 
* Articles the Homilies of the Church of England—and 
| the W: ritings of the Fathers. 
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tion—Traces the Perfections of Nature, through the 
Earth, Air, and Fire—Admirable Conſtruction, and 
advantageous' Effetts, of theſe Elements. 
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Perfection of CHRIS T's elfen. Prin- 
| ciple—Extent—Per ſeverance. 
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Vom the Imputation f CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs — 
= Shews their happy Influence, on Holineſs of Heart, ae 
| 3 Obedience v4 Life. : 


LETTER XI. 


1 Aſpaſio — Bo the laft Particular, in in 2 very 
== memorable Inflances — Eſpecially, in the Conduct MG 
1 Abraham, Mering up bis Son Haac, 


LETTER XII. 


IJ Aſpaſio touches upon Union with CHRIST Hou 
deſcribed in Scripture—lts bleſſed and et” Effects. 


DIALOGUE XV. 


0 revifits Theron Theron ander Anxiety of 
: Sir — Partly to entertain, partly to comfort his. 
Friend, Aſpaſio enlarges upon the Hounty of the 
WCREATOR, both in the animal and vegetable 
World —The new Convert is flow of Heart to believe 
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DIALOGUE XVI. 


Harveſt Hs — Philenor' s 8 — Statues — 
Grove of Ever-Greens —CHRIST and his Righ- 


rely as Fan 3 without any good Qualifications 
batever. 5 


Perfect Freeneſs, with which the E vangelical Righte- 


Weouſneſs free for Sinners; for the chief of Sinners; 
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DIALOGUE XVII. 


Pins 17 the Country, one a fine V Vi ifla—The Na- 
ture of Faith Is an appropriating Per ſuaſion.— Af 
| furance of my Title, and a N Application, enter 
into its 1 


DIALOGUE XVII. 


4 edle Sterm-= Nee to the ad. 
Mori ves and Encouragements to that moſt bleſſed. A, 
ſurance, for which the foregoing Dialogue pleads — 
Some Obſervations on, what is uſually called, the di- 
rect and reflex . A 'Y Faith. 


DIALOGUE XIX. 


A River Ve TO", þ Ab ified a 
rative Happineſ.— Advantages of Peace. A Celebra- 
tion of the Goſpel and its Bleſſings, in a Kind of Rhap- 

4y— CHRIS T's. Righteouſneſs applied to r 
Cafe of ge, and every Time 2 Need. ER 


dif nts 
gree, 

and 2 
Ve 


<A 24 9 r. 3 hadied 
with the Study of Nature. He traced 
the Planets in Meir Courſes, and ex- 
W the Formation of the meaneſt Vegetable 3 
not merely to gratify a refined Curioſity, but chiefly 
to cultivate the nobler Principles of Morality. 
Several Diſcoveries He made, and every Diſcovery. 
He improved, to this important End to raiſe in his 
Mind, more exalted Apprehenſions of the Supreme 
BEIN G—and to inlarge his Affections, with a 
difs interefled Benevolence; conformable, in ſome De⸗ 
gree, to that boundleſs Liberality; 8 1 
and animates the whole wird. r 144 10 

Mon Ht iti "0 Di ee of Aer Beis, 
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ASPASIO, was not without his Share of polite duct 
Literature, apd philoſophical K nowledge. He had thei 
taken a Tour through the Circle of the Sciences; fere 
and, havi ing tranſiently ſurveyed the Productions of : ext! 
Naa Learning, devoted his final Attention to the 8 
iͤnſpired Writings. Theſe He ſtudied, with the un- But 
biaſſed Impartiality of a Critic; yet with the reveren- the 
tial Simplicity of a Chriſtian. Theſe He regarded, Coy 
as the wnerring Standard of Duty—the authentic i of! 
Charter of Salvation and the brighteſt Mirror of his 
the DEITY ; affording the moſt ſatisfactory and dic 
ſublime Diſplay of all the divine Attributes. | lite 
Theron, was ſomewhat warm in his Temper ; and lea 
would, upon Ogcaſton, make uſe of a little i mnogent Ap 
3 j not to expoſe his En but to enliven the 1 
e, ; in Lander: to ſift the Subject, or uche. he fig 
Opinion of others.—4ſpaſioſeldora indulges the hu- a ? 
morous or ſatyrical Vein, but argues with Moekneſe o 
of Wifdon.*. Never puts on the Appearance of ſec 
Guile, but always ſpeaks the Dictates of his Heart. of 
Aa was on a Viſit at Thenon's. Syat.+Ons bil 
Evening, when ſome neighbouring Gen temen were 
juſt gone, and had left them alone, the Converls- * 
on took Gs — Haun * 
Alb. Adults eee both 1 5 


Li: V — rgrt 


| eee, 2 


is _ 7 reager (ame: th, and | ſuperigr Yeauty, 
by | the facred Penman ; Let Him few out of a geo. d*Gon- 
_ werſation bis Werks with all the Gentlenefs, or (wy 4 


* with the very Meeingh 9 Jam. iii. "3 


"TEE. nog 


_ 


duct of Others. The Gentlemen, who gave Us \ 
their Company at Dinner, ſeem to be all of a dif- 
ferent Character. Yet each, in his own Way, is 
extremely agreeable. > _ 

_- Lyſander has lively Parts, and is quick at Repartee. 
But He never abuſes his Wit, to create Uneaſineſs in 
the honeſt Heart, or to fluſh the modeſt Cheek with 
Confuſion. What Solidity of Judgment, and Depth 

of Penetration, appear in Crito Yet, how free ate 
his Diſcourſes, from the magiſterial Tone, or the 
dictatorial Solemnity [|—Philenor's Taſte in the po- 
lite Arts, is remarkably correct: yet, w without the 
leaſt Tincture of Vanity, or any weak Fondneſs for 
Applauſe. He never interrupts the Progreſs, or 
wreſts the Topic of Converſation ; in order to ſhine 
nn bis particular Province. Trebonius, I find, has 
ſignalized his Valour in ſeveral Campaigns. Though 
2 Warrior and a Traveler, He gives Himſelf no 
overbearing or oſtentatious Airs. In Trebouius, You 
ſee the brave Officer, regulated by all the Decency 

of the Academic, and ſweetened with all the . 
bility of the Courtier. 

No one affects a moroſe Reſerve, or aſſumes an im- 

maqerate Loguacity . To engroſs the Talk, is ty- 
rannieal: to ſeal up the Lips, is monkiſh. Every 
one, therefore, from a Fund of good Senſe, contri- 
dun, eee . om rok WARNS: ann den 


As beg Ren es Pee of d nb. 
5 ons Diſpoſition played 3 ſaid, wi wow: an Air of 
BG. oncern in Nntenance ; cet de, that 
* tleman is * * 42 4 Vi , e 2a 1 & 
Segen was Harne, and the Nhe Kian teppolt i 
Kis Career. Tes; added the Philoſe 25 
"Walger, that it has carried his aa into bis Tong. 
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'bition to ſet off: Himſelf, but from Date to Haaſe 
the Company. 97 N ü S952 
Wer. Indeed, Shao, 1 think myſelf bite; in 
this accompliſhed Set of Acquaintance. Who add 
all the Complaiſance and Politeneſs of the Gentle- 
than, to theBenevolence and Fidelity of the Friend. 

Their Converſation is as innocent as their Taſte 
is refined. They have a noble Abhorrence of Slan- 
der, and defeſt the low ungenerous Artifices of De- 
traction. No looſe Jeſt, has either the Service of 
their Tongue, or the Sanction of their Smile.— 
Was You to be with them, in their freeſt Mo- 
ments; You would hear Nothing, that has a Ten- 
dency to Profuneneſi, or is any Way injurious to 
*Purity- « of Morals. Even their Gaiety is remote 
from Indeceney, and their: very, n lee from 
Gall. R | 
0 fp. There! is but one „ Qualification wanting, to 
render your Friends completely valuable ; ; and their 
Yoctal- aendern a continual Blefling.” 
Ter. Pray, what is that? TY 

Aſp. A Turn for more ſerious Satte 
Their literary Debates are beautiful Sketches, of 
Whatever is curious in the Sciences, or delicate in 
the Arts. From their Remarks on our national Af- 
fairs, and on foreign Oecurrences, a Perſon may 
almoſt form a Syſtem of Polities.— But, they never 
touch upon any Topic of Religion; never celebrate 
the ſublime Per fectious of the DEITY ; never il- 
Juſtratt the Beauties, nor enforce the Txuths.— 
: 2 "Ther, Fe upon You, Aſpaſio, for\\ your unpolite 
ine! Who can forbear interrupting the Ha- c 


Vio- 


angle, Which pleads for ſuch, an outrageous, 


* SO of. the Made? Which * would introduce. reli- 
. n . . 2 vb: 65 * * . Wk +4 l nh * gious 


— 
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cl a 


E; 


Hh” ns” i 


=" ».0 Q© 


vid. Sitatt 


of the Repiblic, ad Tmmortality of abb Bool. 05 el = 


gious Talk i OY our, .falhjonable Aftemblies- Hoy 
is it that You, who, in other Inſtances, - are a Gen- 
tleman of Reſinement, can be ſo ſtrangely inele- 
gant in this Particular? 721 
Aſp. Fe or ſuch a Practice, There, We Bade no, 
inconſiderable Precedents.— Thus Socrates *,. „ the 
wiſeſt of the Athenian Sages ; thus Scipio „ the 
moſt accompliſhed of the Roman Generals, con- 
verſed.— Thus Cicero I, the Prince of Orators, im- 
proved his elegant Retirement at the Tuſculan \ Villa. 
And Horace ||, the brighteſt Genius i in the Court, 
of Auguſtus, formed the moſt agreeable. Hours of his 
Converſation, upon this very Hans, cf) 
Was I to enumerate all the Patrons of. this, Ne. 
give me if I ſay, more honourable Mode; ; the molt 
illuſtrious! Names of Antiquity, would 8 08 | 
the Liſt. 
Ther. This Praftice, however: tilled: by the 
philoſophic Gentry of ; antient Times; would make 
a very ſingular Figure, .i in the preſent x 58 1 ; 
Aſp. And ſhould” not the e which 1 
Generality of Mankind write, be ſinguſarly. corre 8 
Perſons of Taſte and Diſtinction, are the Pattern 
for general Imitation: are the Copy, in 'Confor- 
mit to which, dhe World . their Manners, 
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LAS: had 2355 10 oy N 
+ See Ciceros Dialogue De Amicitia, in which 
informed, That it was a cuſtomary Practice wa Fo | 
with his polite Friend Lælius and ome of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Nobility of Rome, to 5 diſcourfé upon the Wicket, 


. Vid, Ticul. Qual. 5213 S 
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and regulate their Behaviour. They, thetefore, : are 
under the ſtrongeſt Obligations, not to give a con- 
temptible Stamp to the Faſhion. —Benevolence to 
their Fellow-creatures calls loudly upon them, a 
Concern for the public Good challenges it at their 
Hands, that they ſignalize themſelves by a Pre-emi- 
nence in all that is excellent. 1 
"Ther. Away, away with theſe auſtere Nene! 
Such a Strain of Converſation would damp the Gaiety 
of our Spirits, and flatten the Reliſh of Society. It 
would turn the Aſſembly into a ee and 
make it Lent all the Year round. ; : 
Alp. Can it then be an auſtere Plactice, we FRY 

| vate the Underſtanding, and i improve the Heart? 
Can it damp. the Gaiety of our Spirits, to ae 
and exalt them, after the Model of the higheſt Per- 
fection Or, will it flatten the Reliſh of Society, 

to, ſecure ; and anticipate everlaſting Deti ghts? . 
Wer. Ev aſting Delights, / of o talk 
of ſuch a Sub je, Sage termed, in every Circle 
of Vit and ( Jallantry, an VUſurpation of the Par- 
on; s Office, - A Iow Nieched, af retailing by Scraps, 
in the Parlour ; what, the Man in 604 vends by 
_ wholeſale, from the Pulp it.—lt, wo infallibly 
mark Us out for Prdants, ga, for aught I know, 
might expoſe us to the Suſpicion of Enthuſiaſm. 
Ap. Your Men of. Wit muſt. excuſe me, if Lcan- 
not perſuade myſelf to admire, either the Deliency 
of their Language, or the Fuſtneſs of thgir Opinion. 
Tha fiyſt, by is cer ſo humane and graceful, I re- 
bn. Hoh to themtelyes.——Aw for the other, I would beg 
10 to inquire; „Are the Clergy, then, the an! 
Us Perfors, ws Howl" act the becoming Part; and 
converſe like rational Heiogs?. 1s d Wiſdom, 


WE 8 and 
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« and ſacred- Truth, the Privilege of their Order? 
„While nothing is left for You and me, but the 
« Play of Fancy, or the Luxuries of Senſe.” 
I would farther aſk the Circles of Gallantry ; 
Where is the Impropriety, of interweaving the 
„ noble Ductrines, Uifplayed by the Preacher, With 
«Gur ebmmon Diſcourſe? Or, what the Incon- 
= << veniencez of introducing the amiable Graces, 
recommended by his NY into dur . 
= * Practice ?*” 

Will ſuch an Exereift bf bur Speech; rank Us | 
; neon Pedafits? Is 1h the Badge of Enthuſtaſhh? 
A pplendid and bofiourable Badge truly! Such As 
= muſt add mann n and Worth to any 
Character. 

De. This would curb ee foeighdy Saftics of 
Wie; andestinguiſh that engäging Olow of Good-. 


W tunut; Which chhvens bur genteel Tntereburſes. 


Aceordingiy, You way obſerve; That if any or- 
mal Creature, takes upen Him 46: mention, in polite 
Company, an edifying Truth, or a Text ef Serip- 
ture; the pretty Char; Axwogte- ebef fo profuſel 
flowing; ftavhates in an Inſtant. Each volub 
2nd facetious Tongue feetris to' be ſtruek with 2 
ſudden Palfy. Every one wotiders at the ſtränge 
Man's Face ; afid Uldy al Eoheluts Him, eicher | 
d, or A rb. 5 
A. Agtecabſe Strokes af W ae y no Means 
. N with uſefak Converſation. Unis we 
miſtake an 7#fþid Vivacity, of faiſtaftec Levity, for 
Wit and Facetioufnefs.Neicher have I heard, that, 
among all our Acts of Parliament, any one has paſſed 
| to Mvorce Good Senſe and Good-humour. | Why 
| may they not bath reſide on the ſame Lips, and both 
e 1 5 2 ANG 012114% ute 
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_ circulate Ae the lande Bak __ or my own 
I Part, I would neither have out Diſcourſe ſoured with 


Auſterity, nor evaporate into Impertinence: but 
unite; (as a judicious Antient adviſes) the Benefits 
of Improvement, with the Blandiſhments of Plea- 
ſantry *. — And as to your polite People; if they 
can find mere Muſich in the Magpie's Voice, than 
in the Nightingale's Note; I muſt own myſelf as 


much ſurpriſed at their Ears, un are 24 80 


ſtrange Man's Face. 45 


Ther. With all your antyheaded Ae nie I 
Fancy, You will find yery fe Proſelytes, among the 


Profeſſors of modern Refinement. Faſhion is, with 
the World, the Standard of Morals, as well as of 


Clothes. And He muſt be of a very peculiar Turn 
indeed, who would chooſe to be ridiculous in either. 2 
| Ah Rather, Theron, He muſt be of a very pliant 
Turn, who tamely delivers up his Condugt, to be 
moulded by a Faſhion; which has neither true Ele- 
gance to ini it, nor 155 leaſt Uſefulneſs to re- 
| commend, „ Dong? ar ordigas) 
And which, I beferch You, is moſtridieulous . 
e who ſervilely i imitates. every idle F aſhion, and is 
the very Ape of corrupt Cuſtom ?—Or He, who aſ- 
ſerts his native Liberty; and reſolutely: follows, 


-where Wiſdom and Truth lead the Way,, 


| Ther. Would you then obtrude religious Dit. 


courſe, upon every Company? Conſider, 4ſpa/io, 


What a motley Figure this would make. A Wed- 
ding, and a Sermon !—Quadrille, and St. Paul / 


Fe laſt-new; _ and ann n Sea 
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| pal the Ocean, 


| 'Toys, 


DVALOGUET «© 
Aſp. You know the Rule, Theron, which is giyen 


YI by the great MAS TER. of our Aſſemblies ;* 


Caſt not your Pearls before Swine*.,” Some there are, ſo 


3 immerſed in Senſuality, that they can reliſh nothing, 


but the coarſeſt Huſks of Converſation. To theſe, 


neither offer your Pearls, nor proſtitute your Intimacy. 


But, when Perſons of à liberal Education, and 


elevated Sentiments—when theſe meet together; 


why ſhould not their Diſcourſe be ſuitable: to the 
Eminence of their Rank, and the Superiority of their 
Genius? Raiſed, far above the Level of that triteè and 
effeminate Strain Upon my Honour, the Actreſs 
“ topt her Part. Heavens]! How charmingly ſhe 


KJ e How atx ſhe trod the Stage Mr: 0 


Ther, n my Aſpaſin, I am e in your 


z Way of Thinking; however I have hitherto put on 
me Maſk.—The Gift of Speech, is one great Pres 
W rogative of our rational Nature. 


And 'tis Pity, 
that ſuch a ſuperior Faculty, Wente be; wang to 


| the meaneſt Purpoſe. et 


Suppoſe, all our ſtately Veſſels, which: bab and 
were to carry out nothing | but 
Tinſel, and theatric al-L decorations; 3 were to imp̃ort 
nothing but glittering Baubles, and nicely-fanfied 
Would ſuch a Method of Trading, be well. 
judged in itſelf, or beneficial i in its Conſequences ?— 


Articulate Speech, i is the Inſtrument of a much N 


Commerce; intended totranſmit and diffuſe the Trea- 
ſures of the Mind. And will not the Practice be Al- 


together as injudicious, mul not the Iſſue be infinite- 


iy mare detrimental, if. this Vehicle of ingalleQual 
Wealth, 8 ee only: wich pleaſin ig Fop N 
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| Ap: Such Folly. And Extravagante, Would. be | 1 aged 
biſſedd out of the commertial World. Why then q Lyſolut 
ate they admitted and cheriſhed in the ſocial-? Could; 
Ther. Why indeed? He muſt be far more acute Mcriendl 
than * Theron, who can aſſign k ſingle Reaſon to i import 
oduntenance them. To explode them, ten thou- . oarme 
Tank Ariane bocur,—A- continual Round of gay Love. 
and trifling Converſation * of Viſits quite modiſh, WW 7h 
and Entettainments not Woetal muſt give an indo- WW 11G; 
lent Turn to the Mind. Such as will enervate ith JT Picaſi 
Powers; and ſup the very Foundation of Virtue. 2 real ( 
 Whareasy: a frequent Conference. on the Gloties of WW Man: 
at GODHEAD, or the Wonders of Creation, plaul 
would invigorate and ennoble the Sonl. Would ous 
inlarge her Faculties, and elevate her Deſires. = clin; 
#/p- Did um our Haurt zurn within u, faid the 1 
x Travelers at Emmaus, white HE talked with us by and 
the Way 1 Thoſe  Diſcourks, "tis er were con. 1 pert 
ancy 4 Here FAS Gedekse W Bla 
Was 2 ws by the 88 —_ _ = Ot! 
e e 3 Nh 
1 wo milkin iy ray in Jl Pug the Fa, 1 PL 
+ Lake *xiv. 32. 6 4 ingenious Friend has favoured | and 
Me ich s Oriticiabs en this Paſſage, Ws ie asd. in the . 
former Editions. I.. ig thete, ch eee 


printed 32 0 y which. Tnaccuracy, he obſerv 
the Jelic and in 1 Bs Spirit of the. T Text is « bf: 


The Prönsan ſhould bé à Plurat: ant che Nun, 
Augufar Number; aud the Clauſe ſhbuld fen dee, oy 
vr Dur Hrart Bern To denote the Unanimityf and (if 
L may fo ſpeak) the Onme/ of true Beliguers, Whofe 
Sentiments a ctions are as harmonous, as if one 
Haar ſublet in both, in all their Breuſts. 5 dag 
15 rar ue 18; uudsubtedly, a curious and rte fined. Re- 
mark dit he eqnally judieious and ſqlid, I ſab- 
mit to Defermination of the eader, Whether He 
WA allow 3 it to expreſs, by the Variation of a ſingle Syl- 
table, An fliet in the Comn union of Saints. 


5 1A LOOGUE R 


0 ducted with a Spirit, and enforced with an Energy, 
cold unequaled. Vet the ſame happy Effects 
would; in ſome inferior Degree, reſult from our 
friendly Conferences, if they turned upon the ſame 
important Points. We alſo ſhould feel dur Hearts, 
warmed with holy Zeal, and glowing * ur 7 
Love. 
Ther. Such nib would not ly be pro- 
auctive of preſent Advantage; but yield a renewed 
RE Pleaſure, in the Retroſpect. We might reflect, with 
real Complacency, on Hours ſpent in fo rational a 
Manner. And who would not prefer the ſilent Ap- 
= plauſe of the Heart, far, far before thoſe tumultu- 
ous Joys; which wanton Teſts rn. or the Gi 
Feen, 775 CH Tenn re} 
= hl One *, who thoroughly bre Maitkind, 
and had tried the Merits of the jovial Board, very 
W pertinently compares ſuch Flaſhes of Mirth, to the 
= Cractling of Thorns. under a Pot . The Nangent 
Blaze of che One, and the fenſeleſs Noiĩſe of the 
1 Other, continut but for a Moment; And then ex- 
pire, that in Smoke and Darkneſs, "tis f in 87 ect 
and Melancholy. 1 5 | 
1 faid, Spleen and Metaiicholy MY Heb ; 
jauntee and alert the various Metitods of modiſh 
Trifling may ſeem, whatever Eaſe and Grice th 
are ſuppoſed to give the Converſation ; fire Tai 
it will be afflictipe, to look back upon lriteryiews, 
fquandered away in very Vanity; : and ſhocking, to | 
hok forward upon the Account, which We muſt at 
ſhortly render. What Figure will ſuch an Article 
make, in the final Reckoning, and at the deciſive 
Bar? ec © Our fociat Hours, which might habe pro- wy 
: | hab >... 3 
. Solomon, e 1. Eccleſ, vi. 6 
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. UE. I. 
<& 3 — Edification, and been fubſer- 1 
« vient to our -CREAT O R's Glory, all loſt in 
etc Merriment and Whim; or worſe than loſt, in 
« Flattery and Detraction. A Blank, or a Blot!” 
Ther... Venus; we. find, has her zealous Knight- I 
* and Bacchus. his profeſſed Votaries, i in al- 
un every Company. Is it not ſhameful and de- 
ble, that the GOD of Nature alone, bas AY 
none to * his Honour, none to celebrate his 
Perfections? Thou gh He. is the Original of all * 
Beauty, and the 4 of all Good. e 4 
When I have; taken my Morning Walk, en 3 
Dews and F nee the Sun ſhedding Luſtre 8 
round Him, and unpeiling the happy Landleape ; 1 
how has my E. ye been charmed, with the lovely 
& + Howrbas my, Ear been raviſhed, with the 

| Muſic of the Grove] Methought, every Note was iſ 


S 


i nl Ws ; ; e 
!! Ms 
3 e . NY es, les 2 
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AT: tibutg of Harmony; and all N ature ſeemed one 1 
grand, (ele ſwelling with the Ker RE AT OR's n 
eee ee, deen been reverſed ; Mu 
ben, leaving N rural Elyſjum,, I entered the ay 
Haunts of f Men! . W here I ſaw: F; aculties divine; 25 
meanly engaged | in Triftes. Where I heard the Ee 
D t! to utter, an Hluent to Sprebs, # 4 
every Thing but its MAR K E 8 Glory. obſer 

4 en, I have OI ften deen chagrined on this ligiou 
C Iccafion : an and. ſometimes , faid.. within. . inyſelf— 10 p 

„ Wbat! Shall 77% let be regarded : , and. the MA- Pe. 
{66 JEST; * 7 Heaven ne glected 7 ball every fc cag 
it £ riend, =" eve by Vikeane receive his Share of 2 


* Reſpect? And a Acknowledgments be paid to 
bee Las ag as LE Wa ZEIN| G, Abe 
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22 Tnis will be ſtill moreuMiAive tan ingenu- 
zus Mind, if we conſider, That the infinite and eter- 
bal GOD is preſent at all our Interviews: vouch- 
afes to expreſs his Satisfaction, and acknowledge 
Jimſelf magniſied; when, with Admiration and 
ove, We talk of his tranſcendent Excellencies. 
lay: We are aſſured, that the Loxp of all Lords, 
ot only hearkens, but keeps a Book of Remembrance; 
nc will diſtinguiſh ſuch Perſons, at the Day of uni- 
erſal Retribution, When the looſe Train of licen- 
WT ious T alkers, are driven away as the deſpicable Cha; 
Hheſe ſhall be ſelected for his peculiar Treaſure, 1 
umbered among the Jeruels of ] EHñEöOQVAH T. 
= Ther. If the Gentlemen, who make high — 
ions to Reaſon, think themſelves diſcharged from 
Hheſe Doctrines of Revelation; they ſhould not for- 
1 get their 00201 Scriptures. A Philoſopher will tell 
hem the Duty of employing their Time, as in the 
vful Preſence, and under the immediate Inſpec- 
oon, of the Supreme BEING f. —An Oratar will 
Whew them the egregious Impropriety, of waſting 
their friendly Interviews, in the Fun of Drollery, 
Wor the Froth: of. Serbien 2 5 Saunt 
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2 Mal. 11. 14. 17. This is a Paſtage 8 be 
obſerved. A moſt emphatical Recommendation of re- 
Wigious Diſcourſe! Perhaps, the moſt emphatzcal, . that 
ver was uſed; and the 0m herd, that can only 
A- We conceived:”- >! 
= +9 cer/e ee 1. farfuam in;Conſpeftu Ea cg | 
2 e tanquam aliguis in eds intim inſpicere 


of offit : & pote. Duid enim profit ab Homine aliquid t 5 
ON eum! Nihil Deo clauſum eff. Intereſt Animis a | 


Cogitationibus mediis intervenit. SENEC. Epiſt. 83. | 
"F: Citero ſay ys; aach an Air of isst Indig "FT, 
vaft were clarapum Virorum aut Yatitos Congreſs ſe 85 | 
kink ant ludieros Sermones, aut Rerum Colloquia in. 
3 371-1 * Le, 
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Hb. Who then, that i is wiſe, would not habituate : 
Himſelf to 2 PraQtice ; which comes recommended if 
by the Voice of Reaſon, and is enforced by the Au- 
thority of GOD? A Practice, which will- admi- 
niſter preſent Goodwill afford pleqſing Reviews : 
and terminate in Fs donour 2: * 

2 25 Ther. Ti Granges that Subjects, FRI ee | 
to be received, as the univerſal; Topic, are almoſt . 
univerſally baniſhed from our Diſcourſe.— Was this 
Cabinet enriched, with a Series of antique Medals, 
ar a Collection of the fineſt Gems; my Friends would if 
naturally expect to be entertained, with a Sight of 
choſe Rarities, and an Explanation of their Meaning, 
Why ſhould we not as naturally expect, and as con- 
ſtantly agree, to entertain each other with Remarks 
on thoſe admirable r s which are depoſited 
in the houndleſs Muſerm * of the Univerſe? | 
Whera General has won ſome. important. Victory, 
or an Auniral has defttoyed the Enemy's Fleet; 
every Company reſounds with their Achievements; 
; _ Tongue is the Trumpet of their Fame. And 


ſhould We nat celebrate, with equal Delight 
d Ardour, that ALMIGHTY Hand; which 


Po the Structure, and furnithed the Regions 
of this ſtupendous Syſtem ? * 80 
| 5. Eſpecially, if. to bis immenſely glorious, We 
add his ſupremely amiable Perfections. When the 
| viRtorious Commander i is our moſt cordial. Friend: 
| Has profef 9 Love; done Us 
N 7 "tie 


IS eee a Name: re 
3 e ' 2 ' 
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the moſt fignal God; and promiſed Us a perpetual 
WW Enjoyment of his Favours; it will be impoſlible to 
neglect ſuch an illuſtrious and generous Perſon. His 
Name muſt. be engraven upon our Hearts; muſt 
flide inſenfibly into our ene ; and be 1 
to our Ears. . 
Is not all this true, _; in the 20 e | 
Degree, with regard to the bleſſed GO Di—Can 
greater K;ndneſs be exerciſed, or greater Love be con- 
ceived ; than to deliver up his own. SON to Tor- 
ments and Death, for the. 3 of our Sins 
Can Benefits, more deſirable, be granted; than to 
adopt Us for his Children, and ſanctify Us by Eis 
SPIRIT ?—Can Promyſes, more invaluable,” be 
made than thoſe, which inſure to Us the Prefer- 
ments of Heaven, and the Riches of Eternity? 
All this is atteſted, concerning the Almighty 
| MAJESTY, in the Scriptures of Truth. What 
a Fund, e for Ne and delicate Cons 
verfation, are the Scriptures} 
Ther. Here alſo I have the Pleaſure of en 
with my Aſpaſo. . ough F believe, He. ſuſpects 
me to be f hat wavering or der in ny 
Veneration for the Scriptures. 
& No, Theron: Þ have a better Opinion of 
your Tafte and Diſcernment, af to > harbour any 
fuch Suſpicion.” 3 
Ther. The — are 3 an inexhauſti- 
ble Fund of Materials, for the moſt delightful and 
ennobling Diſcourſe, When we conſider the Au- 
wor of thaſe ſacyed Books that they came: origi» - 
nally from Araven—were- dictated by divine Wiſs 
Jom—have the fame conſummate Excellency,, as the 
molt mee Works of C ere — it 5 is really ſur- 
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priſing, that We are not always ſearching, by 
Study, by Meditation, or nen into one or 
Sther of thoſe grand Volumes. 

Aß. When Secker preaches, or Metis "WY : 
the Church iscrouded, and the Bar thronged. When 
Spenceproduces the Refinementsof Criticiſm, or oung 

diſplays the Gfaces of Poetry; the Preſs toils, yet 15 
ſearce able to ſupply the Demands of the Public.— 
Are We eager to hear, and impatient to purchaſe, 
what proceeds from ſuch eloquent Tongues, and 
maſterly Pens? And can We be coldly indifferent, 
when — not the moſt accompliſhed of Mankind — not 
the moſt exalted” of Creatures but the Adorable 
AUTHOR. of all Wiſdom, ſpeaks in his revealed 
' Word? Strange | that our Attention does not hang 
upon the venerable Accents, and our * Sewell 
upon the incomparable Truths l T7 
© >», Ther. Ladmire, I muſt confeſs, the y very Language 
ok the Bible. In this, methinks, I diſcern a Con- 
formity, between — 96 ature, * * Book 
of Scripture. , ... >. | Tis 3 
In the Book of Nature, he Divine: TEAC N E R 
ſpeaks not barely to our Ears, but to all our Senſes. 
And it is very remarkable, how He vaties his Ad- 
i dreſs —Obſerve his grander Works. In theſe, 
He uſes the Style of Majeſty. We may call it, the 
true Sublime. It Aike a * and Pe the 
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e, e People hung uten the Lips 
. of their  EBACHER Luk 22025. "Which 
bn very ſtrong Ideas—an Attention, that nothing 


Co od ep nd an Fagerne/ie, ſcarce .ever 1d. be 
rin Finnen one beck i em 
Pendeigue leguentis ab Ore. Vine. 
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De iem his ordinary Operations, . Hexe, He 
; s to aplainer Dialecs, This may pe termed, 
the familiar Style. _ We comprehend it with Eaſe, 
ad attend 49-56 with Nleaſure. n the more orna- 
nted Parts af the Creation, He clothes his Mean- 


"8 — Eleganse, All is zich and brilliant. We 
5 Mace delighted ve ane chan, And Whale me 
A 1 put the flartd Style: , 4 119489 1 001143858; 2 

, A D natal. as cnet the 
. Scxiptures , o You {ce Hiftory, in all her Sim- 


yet irreſyſtihly friking? dee Her, / ox gather fact her 
argy, touching che niceſt Movements f the Soul, 
and triuzaphing over pur Paſions, in che inimitaple 
Narrative of J Life. The Repre N 
ſau's bitter Diſtreſs ; the Converſa ation · pieces of 
Jonathan, and his gallant Friend +3: the memorable | 
Jogrnaligf; the Soing to Emmaus 1; are 


r ſtudied 3 nο lights of. Fancy; no 
bſhments of Oratory. Vet, hon inferior is 
the Epiſode: of Nſur and Eunialus, though worked 
up by theimoſt maſterly-Hand in the World, to the 
undiſſembled artleſs F ervency of theſe e 
Sketches 11 J 

Vor. . 7 7 48 185 0 AQ 51 0 eh <1 * 
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bplicity, and all her Force 3: moſt beautifully eafy, 
_ 


che Diſciples, 
Siniſhed Models of the [mipaſſioned. and. Afachng 
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SF DFAEOGEUE: 
Are We pleaſed with the Elevation and bing 
of an Heroic Poem; or the Tenderneſs and Perplexity 


of a Dramatic Performance? In the Book of Jol, 43 | 
"they are both united, and both unequal. Con- | 


formably to the exaReſt Rules of Art, as the Action 


'advances, the Incidents are more alarming, and W 
Images more magnificent. - The Language glows, 'Þ 
and the Pathos ſwells. Till, at laſt, the DEIT T 1 Ff 
Himſelf makes his Entrance. He ſpeaks from the 
Whirlwind, and ſummons the Creation: ſummons |: 4 4 


Heaven, and all its ſhining Hoſt; the r 


and their moſt wonderful ProduRions: to ouch Þ 


for the Wiſdom of his providential Diſpenſations.— 
His Word ſtrikes Terror, and flaſhes Craig: 
. decides the momentous Controverſy, and cloſes che | 
auguſt Drama, with all poſſible aer, Solem- 3 
nity, and Grandeur. . 


If We ſometimes chooſe a plaintive Strain; ach | Þ. 
as ſoftens the Mind, and induces an agreeable Me- 
lancholy : are any of the antient Tragedies ſuperior, 
in the Eloquence of Mourning, to David's pathetic þ 


Elegy on his beloved Fonathan *; to his moſt paſſion- 
ate and inconſolable Moan +, over the lovely but 


rf : 


* 


how to e ech more properly, 2 by Sol- 
mon s elegant Compariſon. —T hey are as gold Rings /et with | 
ebe Beryl, or as bright Ivory over-laid 1 Sapphire: £5. | 


I 3 2 Sam. i. 19, &c. 


+ 2 Sam. xviil. 33. 
and at 


He abent, He ſaid; O my Son Abſalom! my Son, my Son 


Abſalom! Would GOD I had died for Thee © Galan, 
Son, my Sox /—Such a Picture, and ſo much Pathos; 
4 artleſs _ and both ſo * «I muſt o 


2 | ledge, 


EN 
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5 De King was vehemently affect 
ed (hh) ard went up to the Chamber, and wept : 
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.Y unhappy Abſalom or to that thelodious Was, whicl 
Warbles and bleeds, in every Line of Feremial's | 


Fob, © Lamentations? | 
o 1 Would we be entertained with dia . Subli⸗ 
tion mity of Homer, or the correct Majeſty of Virgili 
the With the expreſſive Delicacy of Horace, or the ra- 
ws, pid Excurſions of Pindar? Behold them joined, be- 
F YT hold them excelled, in the Odes of Moſes, and the n 
the euchariſtic Hymn of Deborah ; in the exalted Devo- 
ons tion of the Pfalms, and the vlerious Enthuſiaſm of — 
nts, the Prophets. 
uch Ag. Only with this ü that the former 
;,— are | wax fon 7 riflers *, and amuſe the F ancy with 
wy Ms 
5 7 | ledge, I never met with, among all the Repreſentations 
em- of Dignity in Diſtreſs.— The King's Troops had gained 
a ſignal Victory. His Crown and his Life were reſcued 
ſuch from the moſt imminent Danger. Yet all the Honours 
Me- and all the Joys of this — 2 Day, were ſwallowed 
up and loſt in the News of Alſalom's Death. — The News 
Nor, of Abſalont s Death ſtruck, like a Dagger, the afflicted 
xetic BY Father. He ſtarts from his Seat. e haſtens into Re- 
ion- tirement, there to pour out his Soul in copious Lamen- 
but tation. But his Anguiſh is too impetuous, to bear a 
| = Moment's Reſtraint. He burſts N iy into a Flood 
PP) BY of Tears; and cries, as He departs, O Alſalom, &c. 


= What ſays Mezentius, when his Son is ſlain? When, 
Solo- to ſharpen his Sorrow, the pale Corpſe, the miſerable - 
with Spectacle, is before his Eyes, and within his An ? 
hires. The moſt pathetic Word He utters, is | 


Heu l nunc miſero mibi demum 
Kl infelix, nunc alte Fulnus adactum. 


— 


=p How languid is Virgil? How inexpreſFve the Prince of 
y Son Poetry! compared with the royal Mourner in N 
ſalom, oſt evident, from this and many other Inſtances, is the 
tos; J Superiority of the Scriptures, in copying Nature, ad 
now- W the Paſſions. | OPT” 


* Ludit amadbiliter. 
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GOD, and make the Soul wiſe unto Salvation. — 
The Bible, is not only the brighteſt Ornament, 


à practical Knowledge af theſe lively Oracles, de- 

ꝓpands the preſent Comfort, and the endleſs Felicity i 
of Mankind. Whatever, therefore, in Study or 
Converſation, has no Connection with their dine 


Contents; ; may be reckoned among the Toys of 1. | I; 


 a5ratute, or the Cyphers of Diſcourſe. 


Ther. Here again the Book of Scripture, is fome-i . 


empty Fiction: the latter are Teachers ſent from =. 


__ 

3 
* — - 
9 1 8 8 


but the moſt invaluable Depoſitum. On a ne I. 


Ts 
=Y 
8 


L 


What like the Magazine f Nature: What can We Turn 
deſire, for our Accommodation and Delight, which | 1 bens 
\this Store-houſe of Conveniences does not afford ? 3 aon 2 


What can We wiſh, for our Edification and Im- Y 3 


*provement, which that Fund of Knowledge does 


Ie 
for th 


mot fupply? Of theſe We may truly affirm, _ I be ſu] 


* its neſpsctive Kind, 5. profitable unte all Things. 


Are We Admirers of Autiguity ?—Here, We are 
„ and far be- 1 


vel back, beyond the univerſal Peluge 


| Yong the Date of any « other Annals. We are intro- Y 
Auced among the earlieſt Inhabitants of the Earth. 


We take a View of Mankind, in their undiſguiſed | 


primitive Plainneſs; when the Days of their Life 
were but little ſhort of a thouſand Years, We are 
brought acquainted. with the Original of Nations; 
wich the Creation of the World; and with che Birth 
of Time itſelf. 6 
Are We delighted with 0 r 2— 


Where is any Thing comparable to che Miracles inf 


Egypt, and the Wonders in the Field of Zoan? To 
the Memoirs of the Tracts tes, palling- d 
Nepths of the Seaʒ ſchourning amidſt the inhoſpita- 


ble Deſarts; and SOR n a af C. 


naant 


6 


Y Eipec 
# ſome 
| age |] 
cumſt 
all pre 
SPI] 
fuch r 
ture ti 


8 


=... „Where than” we meet with ORD of 


— martial Bravery, equal to the prodigious Exploits of 
nt, che Judges; or the adventurous Deeds of Jeſſe's va- 
he, 3 Hiant Son, and his matchleſs Band of Worthies *? 
de- 1 $ 1 ere, We behold the fundamental Laws of the Uni- 
ity ¶verſe, ſometimes ſuſpended, ſometimes reverſed ; and 
or Wnot only the Current of Jordan, but the Courſe of 
ine Nature controuled. In ſhort ; when We enter the 
Li- 1 eld of Scripture, We tread—on enchanted, ſhall 


2M ſay? rather —on conſecrated Ground, Where 
Aſtoniſhment and Awe are awakened, at every 


We 3 Turn. Where is all, more than all, the Marve- 
nich jous of Romance + ; connected with all the Preci- 


fon and Sanctity of Truth. 
lf We want Maxims of Wiſdom, or have a Taſte 
for the Laconic Style; how copiouſly may our Wants 
be ſupplied, and how delicately our Taſte gratified! 
% Eſpecially in the Book of Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and 
e are ſome of the minor Prophets.—Here, are the' moſt 
r be- fage Leſſons of Inſtruction; adapted to every Cir- 
atro- cumſtance of Life; formed upon the Experience of 
arth. all preceding anna ; and perfected. by the unerring | 
uiſed WF SPIRIT of Inſpiration. — Theſe delivered, with 

Life fuch remarkable Conciſeneſs ; that One might ven- 
0 are ture to ſay, every Word is a Sentence ?; at leaſt, 


ions; ; 2 Ol 4 c eee 
Birth 
Rt {Wi See > Sam. xxili. 8, e. 1 Chron, Xi. 10, SON 


ts ĩ 1 1 Fabula Deris f | n 
Jes ink | Pinzitur Hiftoriis. An 21 2 Sr Slit oafuaſ® 
To { What Cicero ſaid of TÞucidides, is more eminently 
h the true, concerning our royal Moraliſt, and his rich Col- 


lection of Ethics; ; concernin our evan 1 Hiſtorians, 
and their copious Variety of Facts. Eun adeo offs Rebus 


of Gar plenum referrumpue, ut — Perborum Numgrum Numero K 
naant "ou equgh. 
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every Sentence may be called an Apothegr ; ; ſpark- : Mm ration, 
ling with Brightneſs of Thought, or weighty with Erxeece 
Solidity of Senſe. The Whole, like a Profuſion off 


Pearls each containing, in a very ſmall Compaſs, Dt 
a Value almoſt immenſe—all heaped up (as an in- Led 
genious Critic ſpeaks) with a confuſed Magnifi- Cie 
cence, above the little Niceties of Order. M_ Sm 
If We look for the Strength of Reaſoning, and 1 | Th, 
the Warmth. of Exhortation : the in/inuating Arts _ -- Th 
of genteel Addreſs, or the manly Boldneſs of im- 4 | Ni 
partial Reproof : all the Thunder of the 1 7 2 
without any of his Oſtentation; all the Politeneſs 40. 
of the Courtier, without any of his Flattery— is, Th 
Jet Us have Recourſe to, the Acts of the Apoſtles, WW Manif 
and to the Epiſtles of St. Pau] x. Theſe are a . I Ones, 
eimen, or rather theſe are the Standard, of them all. . Pages, 
I do not wonder, herefore, that a Taſte fo re- » ſatis! 
ILY and a Judgment ſo correct as Milton's, ſhould- Origin 
Liſcern higher Attr e in the Volume of Inſpi- adiſcov. 
nog ation, voth e 
a Ander very remarkable Taſtance of Propriety in f the 
St. Paul's Writings, is, That though diffuſe in the dodtri- all ou! 
nal, thęy are conci/e in the-preceptive Parts. On the for- ſuggel 
mer, it was as ads tobe! to enlarge. On the 3 
latter, it is always judicious to be ſhort, AM celebrated ag 
Rule of Horace, = 
. Quicgquid prætipies, 2 brevis, 4 
was never more exactly obſerved, nor more finely exem- 1857 
plified,' than by our Apoſtolic Author. See that noble 50 
String of Precepts, 1 7%. v. 16, 17, Cc. Wee another derſta 
choice Collection of the ſame Kind, Rom. xii. 9, 10, c. 2 
In which the Energy of the Diction i is no leſs admirable | 
than the Conci/ene/s of the Sentence. Amor vſurleg—xoMw- 3 4 
pnro—Piroropler—trolle;—wporafhpelg Nunes; —are ſome * ties 
of the moſt vigorous Words, that Lan guage can furniſh ; «.;n 4 
and form the moſt- animated Meaning, thas [magination * the 


can conceive. N 7 


WIATOGUE!'k. as 


Eo 2 
- YT © ration, than in the moſt celebrated Authors of 


n Greece and Rome. > 
of | * | [et 
: 4 4 OO — Vet not the more 


- = Ceaſe 1 to wander, where the Muſes haut 


"X_ Smit with the Love of ſacred Song : but CHIEF 

5 ? i Thee Sion, and the flow'ry Banks beneath, 

, 5 £8 F 

Ws That waſh thy hallowed Peet, and warbling flow, 
"| Nightly , Tv 1/11 71 3%. 
N 4 Afb. Another Wb e of the Scriptures, - 
5 4 is, That they afford the moſt awful and moſt amiable 
1 I | Manifeſtations of the GODHEAD. His Glory 
— 7 ſhines, and his Goodnefs fmiles, in thoſe divine 


oh Ig Pages, with unparalleled Luſtre.—Here, We have 
a ſatisfactory Explanation of our own State. The 
Origin of Evil is traced; the Cauſe of all our Miſery 


22 . FE ; and the Remedy, the infallible Remedy, 
„ ME both clearly ſhewn, and freely offered. —The Merits 
n of the bleeding FESUS, lay a firm Foundation for 
. an our Hopes: hie Gratitude for his dying Love, 
8 ſuggeſts the moſt winning Incitement to every Duty. 


—Morality, Theron, your (and let me add, my) ad- - 
mired Morality, is delineated in all its Branches. 
Is placed upon its proper Baſis, and raiſed to its 
higheſt Elevation.—The SPIRIT of GOD is 


® promiſed, to enlighten the Darkneſs of our Un- | 

1 derſtandi gs, and ſtrengthen the Imbecility of our 

a Cc 4 ; | Wilk. | 
e = 
be That is, He: aim was s pleaſed to ſtudy the 3 4 

e ties of the antient Poets; but his higheſt Delight was | 


5 in the Songs of Sion, in the holy Scriptures, and i in 
* <« theſe He meditated Day and Night.” | 
, * Dr 4 Newton? - Ede. | 


% 


— 
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this Reſpect, how indiſputable. is their bee 


Pride.“ —It might have wt 0 el 


Pride under 


L 22 G OD, being infinitely, holy,, muſt abhox the 1 
a 


Wills. What an ample-=Can' y_ ue die, 
on this favourite Topie k 
Ther. It is, I aſſure You, equally pleaſing to myſelf, 
Your Enlargements, therefore, need no Apology. 
Aſp. What ample Proviſtan is made; by theſe 
bleſſed Books, for all our ſpiritual Wants! And; in 


to all other Compoſitions, ! 8 


Is any One convinced of Guilt, a8 provoking A 


Heaven, and ruining the Soul? Let Him aſk Rea- ti 


® The Sentiment, ſays an nl writer, ſhould 1 


have been thus worded; Let 5250 Perſon aſk his 


this Writer, 
That the Words Expreſs the fainteſ Degree of Hope 


rather than a real / Perſuaſion /;”a Thing ardently wiſhed, | 


rather than truly believed; 3—hofttatet —may—perbaps. 
Howeyer, Jam willing to acknowledge ſome Force 
and Proprie in the Remark, It is not Reafon, but 
245 Maſk of Reaſon, which dictates every 

ſath Notion. Reaſon, unbiaſſed and impartial, would 
Race! the Condition of ſinful Man irremediable, 


and being infinitely juſt, wou 1d' in no wiſe. 

Oreature.—Tt is the Geſpel, the Goſpel al is, 

ub opens the Door of Hope. Opens it, from a moſt 
unexpected Quarter, the Redemption that is in CHRIST 
— SUS; and on poor forlorn Wretches, Who /at-in 
arknefe, ard rb Sido: gf Death: Having no Gleam 

af Lonſolation, from all that their own Muro could 
Keriſe, or rein eee perſorm- Ii ot l 


a 


. EY 4 * „ N * 23 Fe 


— 


fon, to point out a Means of Reœonciliation, and a 8 C 

Refuge of Safety, - Reaſon heſitates,: as She re- 

| plies The D EITY. may, perhaps, accept our 

«« Supplications, and grant Forgiveneſs,”-—But the 

Scriptures leave Us not to the fad Uncertainty of 7 

me, They. ſpent: the Language of clear 
Allurance, 1 


DiALDEUECG ue 


F Aſſurance. G O D bas ſet forth æ Propitiation “: 


Ie does forgive our Iniquities +: He will remembeds 


Pour Sins no more fo 


Are We aſſaulted by Teinptation, or averſe to 


Duty? —Philoſophy may attempt to parrythe Thruſt, 
or to ſtir up the reluctant Mind; by diſelofing the 
| Deformity of Viee, and urging the Fitneſs of Things. 
| Feeble Expedients I Juſt as well ealeulated, to; ac- 
compliſh the Ends propoſed; as the flimſy Fortifica- 
tion of a Cobweb, to defend Us from the Ball of a 

1 Cannon; or, as the gentle Vibrations 6f a Lady's 


Fan, to make 4 Wind- bound Navy fail. The Bible 


4 | recommends tro* ſack incompetent. Suceours. 
3 Gracts fays its Almighty AUTHOR," is ſufficient 
r Thee || — Sin. ſhall not haue Dominion over You S. 


The great JE H OVA, in whom is everlaſting 
Strength, He worketh in Us, both to will, op 2 ab, | 
F Mig good Pleaſure kr. | 

Should We be viſited with Sickneſs; or overtaken 


3 | by any Calami the Conſolation which Plato offers, 
is; That ſuch Diſpenſations coincide with the uni- 
verſal Plan of Divine Government. Virgil will tell 


Us, for our Relief; That afflictive Viſitants are, 
more or leſs, the unavoidable Lot of all Men. Ano- | 
ther Moraliſt whiſpers i in the dejected 8 ufferer s Ear, 


* Impatience adds to the Load: Whekegs, à calm 


F Submiſſion. renders it more. Tupper fob 10 8.— Does 
the Word of Revelation diſpenſe ſuc ſpiritleſs ,and; 


fugitive Cordials :. No: "Thoſe faced Pages inform 


Us, That Fribulations are fatherly Chaſtiſements; 3 
Tokens of our MAK ER's Love, and Ee ruits. of 
ae ETON n his 


8 
A — 2 Sunne A* 9455 SD 
* 4 


o q LS * 2 5 * AN 
IP ods Lone yg 


J Ing Ai. 255 wy Fal- c 5. 4K Heb. viitz3 2. 
| > Edr, xii( 9. +4 Rom. vi. 14. + Phil. ii. 13. 


| 
| 
| 


his Care. That they are intended to work in Us; 3 
the'peaceable Fruits of Righteòuſneſs; 3 and to Work A 


DIALOG. DE 1 


out for Us, an eternal Weight of Glory *. 


Should We, under the Summons of Daub, have 


Recourſe to the moſt celebrated. Comparters in the 
Heathen World; they would increaſe our Appre- | 
Death | 
is repreſented, by the great Maſter of their Schools; 


henſions, rather than mitigate our Dread. 


as The moſt formidable of all Evils.”” They 


were not able pgſtively to determine, whether the 


Soul ſurvived ; and never ſo much as dreamt of the 


ing to the. Souls of the Righteous, an immediate 


Tranſlation into the Regions of Bliſs; and inſuring 


| Reſurrection of the Body. —Whereas, the Book of 
G00 ſtrips the Monſter of his Horrors, or turns 
Him into a Meſſenger of Peace: : gives Him an 
Angel's Face, and a Deliverer's Hand, Aſcertain- 


to their Bodies, a moſt advantageous ume, at 


the Reſtoration of all Things. 3 
Invaluable Book ! [ It heals the Maladies of Life, 
and ſubdues ther Fear of Death. 


7 . a * . 
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a'fin Lek Draught 0 Hoe 8 Wart "Which, He K 


2 5 "WAS IS 


72 emper'd RF; Vos of foe reign Uk 5 2 
be boiling Boſom 97 tumultuous Rage; . 
Jo clear the cloudy Front of wrinkled Care, 
And dry the tearful Sluices of Deſpair. 
Charm'd with that virtuous Draught, ad exalted Mind 
Es — rhe n ON 7 LEE of 


Oayt IV. 


It ſtrikes a light- ] 
1 la 7 Bs : 


terity, 
culiar 
eumſta 
pion; 
Gener⸗ 


inimite 


tions o 
Uſeful 
Repent 


| gour O 


of his! 
theſe, 
which 
ſuch ar 
never 
Thi. 
Thoug 
vince 2 
and th. 
Peculi; 


- 
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1 Tome Viſta, through the Gloom of the Grave; and 
4 Ppens a charming, a a glorious Proſpect of eee 5 
4 ity in the Heavens. * 
XZ Theſe, with many other Excellencies peculiar to 
the Scriptures, One would imagine more than ſuffi- 
eient, to engage every ſenſible Heart in their Favour. 
And introduce them, with the higheſt Eſteem, into 
: very improved Converſation, —They had ſuch an, 
Effect upon the fineſt Genius, and moſt accompliſhed 
Perſon, that former or latter A ges can boaſt, In- 
ſomuch, that He made, while living, this public 
Declaration; and left it, when He died, upon ever- 


rns Waſting Record—How ſweet a are thy Words unto. my 
An "Taſte / 
mi 


If we conſider David, in the great Variet of this 
7 fine Qualifications—The Ornaments of his Perſon, .and 
| the far more illuſtrious Endowments of his Mind—The 
at W rprifing Revolutions in his, Fortune; ſometimes, re- 
duced to the loweſt Ebb of Adyerſity; ſometimes, riding 
. upon the higheſt Tide of FProſperity— His ſingular Pony 
ite, terity, in.extricating Himſelf from Difficulties ; and 

ht- culiar Felicity, in accommodating Himſelf to all 

me eumſtances— The Prizes He won, as a youthful Chama 
WM pion; and the Victories He gained, as an experienced 
ad; | General—His maſterly Hang upon the Harp, and his 
inimitable Talent for Poetry The admirable Regula- 


7 5 E 2 
. 3 RT ig. 
Bagh 5 POD 

eo a 


iy, | tions of his royal Government, and the incomparable 
DRE: Uſefulneſs: of his 2 Writings— The Depth of his 
ith Repentance, and the Height of his Devotion-—The Vi- 

| gour of his Faith in the Divine Promiſes, and the our 


of his Love to the Divine MAJES TY—If We conſider 
theſe, with ſeveral other Marks of Honour and Grace; 
which ennoble the Hiſtory: of his Life; We: ſhall ſas 
ſuch an Aſemblage of ſhining Qualities, as perhaps were 
never united in any other merely human Character. 

This Obſervation was expunged. But, upon maturer 
| Thoughts, it is offered to the Public. In order to con- 
ind vince a polite Reader, 'That the Love,of the Scriptures, 

6 and the Exerciſe of Devotion, are * no Means the low 
Fe Peculiarities of a vulgar Mind. | | 


w B IMA. DG UK! I. 


$f Li ebeeter than Honey into my Mouth *, © 
Od Bos ny Tar FOI ff ry Meditatibn all the yl | 
Day +.—Mine Eyes prevent the Night- watches, that 2 
F roy be becnpied in thy Pretepts; and I will ſpea Þ of 1 N 
thy Te Rihhroiier rden before Kings t. —If "David taſted 
fo thick Siectveſs thr A iy all, and that the legt valu- 
able, Part of the divine Word; how much richer is 
fire Fealt to Us] Since the Goſpel is added to the 
Law, he the Canon of Scripture completed! Since 
(to borrow the Words of a Prophet) the LORD 2 

GOP has, mw "ſealed up the Sum; has put the laſt ek 
Hand to bis Work; ; and rendered it fall of en, 4 | h 4 
gd Tagge! in "Beauty E 0 4 


. Another remarkable Peru arity « of the ſa- 3 
802 Writings, juft occurs to my Mind—The Me- e 
thodz. of communicating Advice, or adminiſtering =. 
Reproof; by Patabler/ & Method, which levels it- WF; 
ſelf to the loweſt Apprehenfion, without giving Of- 4 
fenge to the moth Tupercilious, Temper. Vet, is as 
much ſuperior, to Plain, unornamented Precept; as 


the enlivened Scenes of a well -wrought Tragedy, 2 
are more  impreffive” and Writ, than a oO , r 


Narration he lot. Fu 
pri ry LO RD Was aſked, by a 1 of the EE 
To La, Nh 15 my Neighbour Pf Which implied 5 * 1 
er "Quettion,' How i be fo. be ( d ?—The En- NAA 
dae was emed! inn; £3 ag gnorant of the | Minif 

| nt in his Duty Jad: the wile 
INSTRUCTOR of Mankind Puy declared, 
You. ae toro #he former, nor th fle latter. Pro- 


24603 4 25 £3 rf? - Rang rh 34. 07 1 to. 21 \bably F 7 
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43 F. he Queriſt would baye reddened with Indigs 


ation, and departed, in a Rage.— — Therefore, to 
Cech, and not diſguſt; to convince the Man of bis 


'F Error, and not exaſperate his Mind; the bleſſed. 
F ; : ESUS frames a Reply, as amiable in the Man- 
ner, as it was pertinent to the Purpoſe. 


A certain Jau, going down. from Ferwſaler to 


Jericho, fell among Thieves“. 5 "They rifle Him- of | 
Mis Money; ſtrip Him of His Clothes; wound. Him 


ith great Barbarity; then leave Him, expiring on 


Ine Road. Soon after this diſaſtrous Accident, A 
3: raveler | appears, and advance s that Way. 
= Sight, inexpreſſihly Welcome to bie aflicted Crea- 


I ture. What renders it more Likely, chat Ile ſhall 


P ſal. 


1415 * 


receive Relief, this Traveler is one of che Jared 
9 Order. Th. who taught others the lovely Leſſons 
of Humanity and Charity; and was, thereſore, une 
der the ſtron * — Obligations, to exemplify them in 
: 1 his own Pr 

I deplorable. Object; ſees ſtretohed. on the 


Ice. \'Hz quft ; aner 352 gen the 


Ground, and weltering i in his Blood. Bat AR HO 


3 farther Notice. Nay, to avoid the Trouble of an 


Enquiry,, turns out of the Road, and paffes by a5 


| the other Side, —Scarce was He departed, when 3 
Levite' 8 This Man cumas neunerʒ aud 
| looks on t 


e mifcrable Spectacle. He takes a leiſurely 


o * x ” Q 4 


and attentive Survey of the Caſe f. [Though every 


Gaſh; and ever Groan, plesd for Compaſſion; this 


Miniſter of” the” Sanctuary obſerres all, with the 


VVV eoldeg 


hom „Lale 1 1 oe. Reds n 

+ This ſeems to. be the Import of He s ay: Luke | 
*. 32. This diver mon the Conduct of. the two: unpatu- 
ral Paſſen gers, an Avightapr. the Deſcription of Fel . ꝗ % 

Inhumanity. ; 


\ 
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coldeſt Indifference. He neither moves a Hand N bY 6 one 
del Him; nor ſpeaks a Word to comfort Him; with 
but leaves the poor, naked, mangled Wretch to Levit 
'periſh i; in his Cy Lat Fomes a Samaritan * the Þ 


4 ; N C or | | one N LOI 
1 If n wu a 8 ; cannot but; 1 the g Com. 
Accuracy of our LORD, . — in laying the Scene, A ( 
and felefing the Circumſtances, —lt i 1s the Maxim of a 9 en " 
great Critic,  - . 3 ſprin; 
F oluptatic Cant font proxima Veris. + \ I Jour 


& 
And hon how very apparent is the Air of Probability, i in thi F own. 
acred Apologue !—The Way from Jeru/alem to Jerich, Ung 
Tying through a Deſart, Was 7 Wick infeſted by Thieves, abled 
and too commodious for their Purpoſes of Violence.— $ the 4 
What could be more likely to happen, than the P age 3 
of 4 Prieſt and Lewvite along that Road ? Since ich | 
Was a City, appropriated' to the Levitical Order; and He d. 
"contained no leſs than twelve thouſand Attendants, on "i preſet 


the Service of the Temple. eilt 3 Wan 
How judiciouſly is the principnl Figure circumitancea!\ Ry 

—Had the Calamity befallen a Samaritan, it would have V? * 

made but feeble: 'Impreffions of Pity ; and thoſe, — 5 _— 


immediately' effaced by ſtronger Emotions of Hatred. 

But, when it was a Jae, that lay bleeding to death ; | = 

the Repreſentation was ſure to intereſt the . in the Des! 
Piſtreſs, and awaken a tender Concern. —Had'the Relief Malo 
been adminiftered by a Few, the Benevolence would have gf our 
* but ing. cen 6 ght. ee when i i _ Four? 


of He 15 cer date Was the Lutte of 1 720 1 8270 3 18 
It 1925 moſt charmingly, and indeed irreſiſtibly bright. Te 
fince it compelled a Jetoiſo Lawyer, to — the tent A 
{uperigr Excellence of a deſpiſed and hated Samaritan. 
ay, it compelled Him to acknowledge the Superiority photos oo 
of this hated Samaritan, not only to his Countrymen in wane” 
encral, but to thoſe who bore al moſt veneravle Cha- Diſtine 
Fater, And diſcharged the moſt ſacred' Office. / from 
et the Reader conſider the Temper, expreſied in chat ee 
Yailtwyods Reflection; Thou art a Samaritan, and haſt K r 
| | Dewi 4 


p HDD νH 0. 2 


ene of the abhorred Nation; whom the Few hated 
Swith the moſt implacable Malignity. Though the 
: q Levite had neglected a bleeding Brother: though 
* the Prieſt had with-held his Pity, from one of the 
LORD's peculiar People: the very Moment this 
nmaritan fees the unhappy Sufferer, He melts into 
3 Commiſeration. © He forgets the 1mbittered Foe, and 
eonſiders only the diftreſſed Fellotuccreature. He 
9 ſprings from his Horſe, and reſolves to intermit his 
Journey. The Oil and Wine, intended fer hie 
; 2 own Refreſhment, He freely converts into healing 
Unguents. He binds up the Wounds; ſets the dif- 
Fabled Stranger, upon his own Beaſt; and with all 
| 2 the Aſſiduity of a Servant, with all the Tenderneſ 
of a Brother, conducts Him to an Inn. ;— There, 
and He does all that can be contrived *, to ſoothe his 
s, on preſent Sorrows, and to provide 8 his future 
Wants. He lays down, for his immediate Uſe, 


or 2X what Money He can ſpare 3 charges the Hoſt to 
hape, omit e eee that 1 ene the 1 or 
atred. Fx 11 Hen bier Comfort 


in the = Devil, John viii. 1 Him. « compare "aa 
Relief LMalevolence, with the benign and com aſſionate Spirit 
have | of our amiable Traveler.—Then, let Him ſay ; Whe- 
hen it ther He ever beheld a finer or à bolder Contraſt ?"Whe- 
Fes rher, upon the Whole, He ever ſaw: the Ordounance of 
"1ENGs | deſcriptive Painting, more _uftly. deſigned, or more 


71 happily executed? 
right. . IT would beg Leave to obſerve färchef, That the v iru- 


8e the tent Animoſity of the Jew diſcovers itlelf, even in 0 
i. Lawyer's Reply; He that ſhewed Mercy on Him. He will 
10115) not ſo much as name the Samaritan. Eſpecially in a Caſe, 
nen in where He could not be named, without an . le 
L * Diſtinction.— 80 ſtrongly marked, and ſo exactly pre- 
ſerved, are the r Abn, ee ua- 
Iities of each Foes in the ſacred — 6 


; VN Enundy eels + A = wt 


' and his Cure. 17 


Aeſcenſion, grudges uo Coſt, i in its Labours of Love. 
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Domo fort of his-Gueſt ; and promuſes;,! to defray W 
whole Expence of his Loleing, tene, 


Lore th 
ſeauty, 
. Y auity 
„t What a lively Pi Surg tlüs, of Rs: 3 d a F 
and ndtiue Benevolence l A Benevolencę, hich Ex- nſible 
celudes no Perſons, nat even Strangers or Enemies, ber. 


from its tender Regards. Which diſdains no Con- 


Could any Method of Conviction haue been more 
fareible, and at the ſame Time: more pleaſing, than 1 
he Internogatoryn propoſed by our LO R, and 
deduced from the Story Hihich now bf theſe Ihres, 
hint Than, was Newhbour unto Tdin that fell among = 
he. Thieves Or, can there be an Advice, more 1 . 
Kuitahle-to the. Occaion; mbre important in its 8 
Nature; and expreſſed with à more fententious J 
Energy, than G0 Tbor, and de. likewiſe In this 4 
Qaſe, the Learner: andructs; the Delinquent on- 3 e 6 
gemns'*; Himfalf-) Bigatny bears. vey it Preſu- . * 0 
dice ; and Pritt (when the B ora fo ſweetly, ws | 4 
Swpercoptibly inſinuates) even Pride itſelf lends a WS, 1. 
willing Ear to Admonition. = 3 | 
. This Eloquenee of Simllitudes, is at once 1 5 
. to the Wiſe, and intelligible, to the Igno- 4 - 

t ſhews +5; rather. than elta, the, Point to | + If 
tbe. illuſtrateds;': and! often makes, A8 in the dine In- thod of 
france Vou habe ſelected, the F eelings < of the Heart | Jing it 
overcame. the Prejudices.of the. Underitanding.— Hie 
J hes always been admired, by the beſt Judges of 5 
uman Nature, and- polite Literature. But, never lation. 
Was 0 carried to its higheſt P Perfection, kin our 'LORD ſuppoſ 


224 V1. $53 Ol N. $:1 054 151 vl. 11 84 8 oe fo F2 mY cordin 
1 ut Niognitib® erlaand 3 ds wy 007 06 e Us wit 


+ Diſchten, Tays Serben abbr the Sadie 9 2 ae _ + 
tem in rem preſentem adducuut. Epiſt. lix. ä 


vp ola LOGUETH . a6 
1 Joke the Parable of the Prodigal *.— Which has a 
. auty, that no Paraphraſe can heighten : a Per- 
1 i . | . 
Picuity, that renders all Interpretation needleſs : 
Ind a Force, which every Reader, not totally in- 
nſible, muſt feel +. | 


on E Ther. The Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs of GOD 
* 8 Ire, every where, conſpicuous. In the Productions 


Ie me Bough, He conveys to Us the moſt valuable 

ü Fruits, by the Intervention of the lovelieſt Bloſ- 

ms. Though the Preſent is, in itſelf, extremely 
cceptable; He has given it an additional Endear- 

Rent, by the Beauties which array it, or the Per- 


wet, : <5 8 : 
„„ umes which ſurround it. —In the Pages of Reve- 
. 1 


ation, He has communicated to Us the Truths of 
Fleaven, adorned with all the Graces of Compo- 
Mition. Such as may poliſh the Man of Genius, 
thi nd improve the Man of Worth. Such as gratify 
ind captivate our Imagination, even while they 
cultivate and refine our Morals, —So that they 
7 really are, as one of their divine Authors very ele- 
eantly ſpeaks; Like Apples of Gold in Pictures of 
* Silver 1. 1418 | 
Vor. 1. D | Aſp. 


no- * Luke xv. 11, &c. 


t to + If the Reader ſhould be diſſatisfied with this Me- 
In- thod of extolling the Parable in general, without /peci- 
eart Hing its particular Beauties; He may find ſomething of 
de latter Kind attempted, in Contemplations on the Starry 
G | Heavens, Pag. 181, Sc. JJ 5 
f t Prov. xx. 11.—Teron follows the received Tranſ- 
ever lation. I ſhould prefer the Expoſition of Glaſius; who 
RD ſuppoſes nba MyRwn 'to ſignify, Retiacula argenten, in 
© I 94ibas Oculi ſunt minutiſſimi, penetrabiles' tamen Viſu. Ac- 
doe cording to this Interpretation, the Paſſage will preſent 
1 1 Us with Apples of Gold in Net-work, or Lattice-work, f 
PIES Silver. Where the fine Fruit receives a new Charm, by 
ſhewing itſelf through the elegant Apertures of the Baſket. 


34 DIALOGUE 


App. Who then would not gladly receive that 9 
gracious Exhortation? Let the Mord of CHRIST 1 


dwell in You richly x. Who would not willingly 1 fn 
obey that benign Command: i Thou ſhalt talk of it, Mook u 
when thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou walke! to the 
by the Way; Then thou tieſt down, and when thou © 1 eftin 


riſeſt up +. Since, in this Caſe, Duty i is 5 evidently 1 Fecomt 
inlaid with Delight. 9 . auſe t 
W den I conſider the Language of the Seriptures, Perfect 
and ſometimes experience their Energy on my Soul; ture? 
Lam inclined to-fay— Other Writings, though | 4 diſcove 
e poliſhed with the niceſt Touches of Art, only the me 
* tinlle on the Ear, or affect Us like the Shepherd's e me 
« Reed, But theſe, even amidſt all their Simpli- J they u: 
ee city and Negligence, tribe alarm tranſport Us Mdiſting 
« —fomewhat like the Voice of nder or dhe 3 Jeoleſſed 
« Archangel's Trumpet.“ wearie 
When I conſider the Contents of the We 1 Gor my 
and believe myſelf intereſted, in the Promiſes ey Oft fre 
exhibit, and the Privileges they confer ; I am in- {Waſting 
duced to cry out What are all the other Books their c 
in the World, compared with theſe ineſtimable rive th 
% Volumes? No more than an entertaining No- 
„vel, or a few prudential Rules for domeſtic, Oe- 
— Ne compared with. a Parent $ Will; a royal * 'T] 
| X vo + | Charter; wiſe M. 
er ane Foe Truths, 


- Gol. ii. 16. The — CHRIST; ſo che Apoſtle Prince, 
entitles the whole inſpired Writings, and thereby aſſerts ceeding 
the Divinity of his MA'ST ER—Dwel; not make a much a 
ſhort Stay,. or an occaſional Viſit, but take up a fixed Ivory 7 
and ſtated Reſidence—Z&þhji;z in the largeſt Meaſure, = bril 
and with the greateſt Efficacy ; \ {6 2s to all che Memory; ſpiratio 


| 1 the Will; 0004 b all 108 an. 7 2 1113 | were 
Ps -# vi. 7. 1 ; 
5 Non 1 5 


nel 4 


4 
107 


s Manors.” 


o the Scriptures. 
eſtimony, Search the Scriptures. 
ecommends them to our attentive Regard ? Be- 
aufe they give the nobleſt Diſplay of the divine 
Perfections, and the trueſt Eſtimate of human Na- 
2 ure? Becauſe they open the inviſible World, and. 
"= Hiccover the Secrets of Eternity? Preſent Us with 
he moſt refined Rule of Duty, and preſs upon U 
"| "yl moſt forcible Motives to Obedience ?—Al thi 
they unqueſtionably do. Yet this is not their/moſt 
Lene Excellence. 


7 DIALOGUE 
F Charter *; or an imperial n of Titles and 
I ſaid, Promiſes and Privillates. 


Book upon as imparting the moſt ſovereign Worth 
Agreeably to our LOR D's 


35 
For, chess I. 


Why? What 


Search them, 95 our 


Or free uſtigcation e my Blood, and ever- 
dine Life through my Righteouſneſs. This is 
their crowning Perfection. From hence they de- 


rive the n exalted Merit. 


D 2 


= 


All 


. The Contents of the Seripture are called, by the 


wiſe Man, 


Truths, princely Sentiments. 
Prince, his Perſon, Righteouſneſs, and Salvation. — Ex- 
ceeding all the Works and Writings of the Learned, as 
much as Solomon Himſelf, when ſeated on his Throne of 


Ivory 


ſpiration, to liſtenin 
ficent Monarch, in 


x: 


i Prov. viii. 6. Excellent Things, royal 


Teſtifying of Me/iah the 


and Gold; ſurrounded with all the Splendour of 
his brilliant Court ; and delivering. 
Sages ——as much as that magni- 
ch Circumſtances of Dignity, and 


the Dictates of In- 


amidft ſuch Diſplays of WY NE ay —— 
of of Hrael. 


— 
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All theſe Circumſtances remind me of a very WA 
emphatical Atteſtation, bore to the exalted Merit hat \ 
of the BIBLE. Which, though quite artleß, is, 
I think, abundantly more expreſſive, than the moſt ter vie“ 
laboured Efforts of Panegyric.—It came from the enden. 
Lips of a r to Who, being condemned to die, * 


eee, when he arrived at the le... os had 9 
compoſed Himſelf for Execution, took his final 
Leave in theſe affecting Words: © Farewel Sun 
< and Moon |! Farewel all the Beauties of Crea- 


tion, and Comforts of Life | Farewel my ho- 


% noured Friends | Farewel my beloved Relations 13 
4 And farewel thou precious, ne!, Boo Ul 


OD 
Aſpaſt 70 had fo e FR laſt 1 when i} ä 
a Servant came to let them know; Supper was 
< upon the Table. Very opportunely, ſaid The- 
ron, has our Repaſt waited, till our Conference is | 
ended. We have ſhewed,. what a large Field of | 
delightful Speculation, the Scriptures open; and 7 
what ample Materials for the moſt refined Diſ- 


_ courſe *, they afford. As nothing can be more 
8 than t to negledt in our own Conduct, 


what 


* + Should the Salons Reader want any anther Perſua- 
fives, to this moſt beneficial Practice; He may ſee 
How particularly our Divine MAS TER = wig the 
Strain of our Converſation ; Luke xxiv. 17.— How ex- 
preſly He has commanded. ſuch ſocial Communications, 
as may tend to the Ce of -Edifying, Eph. iv. 29.— And 
what an Evidence will ariſe from this Article, either for 
our Acquittal or Condemnation, at the Day of everlaſt- 
ing — Matt. xii. 36, 37. 


3 


DIALOGUE E $7 
EEwhat We recommend to the Practice of Others 83 
iet Us, this very Night, begin to ennoble our In- 
IJ terviews with theſe improving Subjects. Let Us 
5 3 endeavour to make religious Converſation, which 
s in all Reſpects deſirable, in ſome Degree fa- 
3 3 | 


1 0 yay thous wares li ) 1 1 GIF NoV8 » 
| 8 *, & Teig D la xlene, Taula MAuTarot; aul Oamvas. 
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HE next Morning, when Breakfaſt 
Ty was over, Theron and Aſpaſio took a 
@& Walk into the Garden—Their Spirits 
cheared, and their Imagination lively 
— Gratitude glowing in their Hearts, 
and the whole Creation ſmiling round them. 

The Spot adjoining to the Houſe, was appropriated 
to the Cultivation of Flowers, —In a Variety of hand- 
ſome Compartmerits, were aſſembled the choiceſt 
Beauties of bloominig Nature. Here, the Hyacinth 
hung her ſilken Bells, or the: Lilies reared their filver 
Pyramids. There, ſtood the neat Narciſſus, looſely * 


-attired in a Mantle of ſnowy Luſtre; while the 


ſplendid Ranunculus wore a full-trimmed Suit of ra- 
diant Scarlet. Pins were riſing to enamel the Bor- 
ders; ' Roſes were opening to dreſs the Walls; ſur- 


rounded, on all Sides, with a Profuſion of beau- 


teous Forms, either latent in the Stalk, or burſting 
the Buds, or blown into full Cannon. 
This was þ6unded by a light Partition; a Sort of 


verdant Parapet. Through which they 4 ſcend by 


an 
9 


* 


— — Hinnten Flore arcore © 
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t of Steps; and are preſented with the 
clan Simplicity of the Kitcheu- Garden. In one 


Place, You' might ſee the Marigold flowering, or 
e the Beans in Bloſſom. In another, the Endive 
e 


curled her Leaves, or the Lettuce thickened her 


W Tufts. Cauliflowers Heltered their fair Complec- 
tion, under a green Umbrella; while the Borage 


fat i 


dk a 


1rits 


vely 


arts, 


diſhevelled * her Locks, and braided them with na- 


tive Jewels, of a finer Azure than the fmeſt Sap- 


W phires.—On the ſunny Slopes, the Cucumber and 
| Melon lay baſking in the collected Beams. On the 
raiſed Beds, the Artichoke ſeemed to be erecting a 


Standard, while the Aſparagus ſhot + into Ranks 
of Spears. The level Ground produced all Manner 
of cooling Sallets and nouriſhing Eſculents. 


| Which, like the Brows of the-Olympic Conquerors, 


were bound with a F illet of unfading Parſley; or, 
like the Pictures of the Mountain-Nymphs, were 
graced with a Chaplet of fragrant Marjoram.—In 
ſhort, nothing was wanting to furniſh. out the 


wholeſome Luxury of an Antediluvian Banquet. 


Soon, a high Wall intervenes. Through which 
a Wicket opens, and tranſmits them into the regular 


and equi-diſtant Rows of an Orcbard.— This Plan- 


tation is ſo nicely adjuſted, that it looks like an Ar- 


rangement of rural Piazzas, or a Collection of diver- 
ſified Viſtas. The Eye is, every where, entertained 


with che exacteſt Uniformity; and darts, with unob- 
D * — ſtructed 


i * 1 to the hoſe Pals Manner of its Fo- 
iation. 

+ Alluding, not only to the Shape, but alſo to the 
Growth of this Plant; which is ſo unuſually quick, that 
it may almoſt be ſaid. to fart, rather than to ri/e out of 
the Fe 


r 


2 D AL 0 G UE It. 9 
ſtructed Eaſe, from one End of the branching Files ri 
to the other, —On all the Boughs, lay a lovely Evo- 
lution of Bloſſoms; arrayed: in milky White, or tinged 
with the ſofteſt Red. Crouding into one general 
_ Cluſter, without relinquiſhing awacant Space for 
Leaves, they formed the faireſt, the: gayeſt, the ln 
grandeſt Alcove, that Fancy itſelf can imagine.— 
It is really like the Court of the Graces. None can 
approach it, without finding his Ideas hand, 3 
and feeling hls Temper exhilarated. 3 

| Contiguous to this corre Diſpoſition of Things, 3 
e has thrown a Wilderneſs; hoary, groteſque, Wi 
and magnificently confuſed.” It ſtretched itſelf, with i 
a large circular Sweep, to the North; and ſecured 
both the Olitory and the Orchard from ineommoding I 
Winds. Copfes of Hazel, and flowering Shrubs, 


an 
filled the lower Spaces. While Poplars quivered WW - 
aloft in Air, and Pines pierced the Clouds with their ¶ Cain. 


leafy Spires. Here, grew Clumps of Fir, clad in 
everlaſting Green. There, ſtood Groves of Oak, 
which had weathered, for Ages, the wintry Heorm, 
his woody Theatre, was interſected by a wind- 
' ing Wall ; lined with Elms of inſüperable Height. 
Whoſe Branehel; uniting at the Top, reared a 
maj jeſtic Arch, and projected a ſolemn Shade. It 
was impoffible to enter this lofty Labyrinth, with⸗ 


: Refer), ATT Tow a den Dread a. As they 5 

5 

; " Haring firolled i in this darkfome eee; without | 

5 Speck of Sunſhine; without a Glimpſe of the Hea- | 

7 Muy on a ae they. ep a open Day. —Sur- | 
204 run Vie Ben ; ro ei clot - 1 22635" x erty 10 priſing 
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Files il riſing! cries Hſpaſo. What a 2 Change is this! 
Evo- hat delightful Enchantment is Here —One In- 


ant, whelmed in Trophonius's Cave *; where 
DD arkneſs lours, and Horrour frowns. Tranſported, 
he next, into the romantic Scenes of Arcadia; 


„the chere all is lightſome, and all is gay Quick as 
ne.— hought 4, the Arches. of Heaven expand their 
e can Azure. Turrets and Spires ſhoot into the Skies. 
ened, owns, with their ſpacious Edifices, ſpread them- 
ng ſelves to the admiring \ View. Thoſe Lawns, green 
ings, with freſheſt Herbage; thoſe Fields, rich with un- 
ſque, lc ulating Corn ; where were they all, a Moment | 
„With 90 Alt brings to my Mind that b Situa- 
cured ion of the Fewiſh Law-giver; when, elevated on 
oding te Summit of Piſgab, He ſurveyed the goodly 
rubs, Land of Promiſe—ſi urveyed the Rivers, the. Floods, 
vered We Brooks of Honey and Butter—ſurveyed the Moun- 
| their Vins e with Wine, and the Hills fowing with 
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Oak, 

nn * The Reader may find a ciirlous „ Nene of Fthis Cave, | 
-. together. with a very Bumorous, and (which! ſhould al- 

wend- Ways accompany, Humour, or elſe it will be like a Sti ting ; 

eight. without the Honey) an improving Deſcription of i its 

red a fects. Speck. Vol. VIII. N* 598, 599, 

1 lf + Such a ſudden Alteration of the n is | beau- 

with _ ne by Milan; 3 | 

PE Ye a f | — 393 . nuhen 4 ae, + 2 7. wrt . 
2 Pe ne n e e 


Week eye at loft by Break of chrarfil Pawn © hich” 
| _" Obtains the Brow of ome. * 2 a — 775 


25 Which tu bis Bee diſeavers unaware Saver A 
er La 22 13 1138. 


The goodly Y 22 of fome foreign Land, - 

Firſt feen ; me renown'd Metropolis, * 0 

| With gli bee Spires and Pinnacles adored,” 

0 e e Sun gil. 250 his Beams. | 
vi Id ROK r r We BL 


** 


X 


— 


F. urve Wan wolf Eyes, Which, for | 4 
: tedious Years, had been confined to dry Sand, 


22 Rocks, and Ihe {ms Miſa of adeſolar oY 
1 . 2 7 lock = WY p< M <P? 

8 ur entlemen ſeated themſelves. ; "The Imag 
8 SEK vilted the Spot, to dry up the Dews, i and 
"and: 28 e ; Damps, | that might endanger! Health; flicen 
-M — the VI iolets, Fand expand the Primrdſes, that comx 
decked the Green. The whole Shade of the Wood Graz 
; Was « Mledted' behind them; and a beautiful, exten- 
bi Ve, moſt. tiverſified. Tapas e Te; itſelf. 3 en Flou 
« them. JEXEBRITITY 1585 7 eds Ne ente! 
"Ther . Secording to his uſt A Manner, made i Whe 
FISOUOY $4.15: 335 all ti 
many improvi Remarks « on RY roſpect, and i its Hb 
Fuso. Her traced the F ootiteps of an all-com- Ml 2 
, by 58 i 8 DAHL, and pointed out the Stroke erg 
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trees and Hedges, which ſkirt the Extremities of 
1 De ſtealing away from their real Bulk, 
and leſfening- dy gentle Diminutions gs appear like 
elegant Pictures in Ainiatig. Thoſe, which oc- 
Wl cupy the neacer Situationen care a Seti ꝛaf noble 
5 Images; ſwolling upon the Eye, in pull Proportion ; 

and in a Variety of grateful Attitudes, Both of 
them ornameniting the ſeveral Apartments of our 
common [nan ee Rn 2 er and 
Grandeur. rn 273 „ le 

I Bleſtsws, dat mide; _ 3 te 
F lowers, that embroider che Mead; addreſs and 
entertain ur Eyes with every Charm of Beauty vw. 
Whereas, to aver) Qreaturks, they are deſtitute of 
all thoſe Actractives; Which ceſult from à Combi- : 
nation uf the Aovelieft: Colours, and moſt; 


n HO 10 ud 1 l tg + 111 5 2 


my „e etc rohes deſeiber-the Chriſtian 


Church, adorned 70 all 8 qt > Hetineſs; * 'bor- 

row's his [mggery BE 20 ami e. 74 
all bad and A. Xvid. bi — Nay, the very 

ee, VE e Bo. 6: 8 : 


CHRIST, fall blofſom at Ref. 1 XXIV. 1. I h 
ke an ther Dew anto rags E e Paſſer as 5 Wh Lily, | | 
| cle- 


72 75 erth hit gots 355 hat An 
Piekure! And 'whht 4 ; caps vie > Promiſe! Here 
E 8 Aut de Prince ef Trees.” No- 


ting Karer e 8 _ 2! — yi mtr 

than, t does fy rl 1 
ation 425 ut 1 55 Kg Ny rin) hs * Comalendf, 
which Trap All- rv; R EMT N Puts upon his 


People nd of t the Sally, wheWhey abe from his 
mole e 1 Kabels Chez 

e fourtee 155 one: e Cha 
Yes. "Ci: for Fance and Exc 
ſehoy, deferve ne Lay e ift our Reading, 
6 E 
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> che Valles; glittering to the dil. 


—_ «View, like Sheets of poliſhed Silver ;' or ſooth. | 


ing the/attentive Ear, with the Softneſs of aquatic 4 


Murmurs; are no less arbilarating to the Fancy, | 
than tothe Soil, through which: they paſs.— The 
huge enormous Mountain; the Keep and dizzy 
Precipice; thei pendent Horrors of the craggy Pro- 


moftory: wild and tremendous as they are, furniſh , 


out an agrecable Entertainment to the human Mind; 
and pleaſe, even while they terrify. Whereas, the 
-Brafts take no other Notice of thoſe majeſtic De- 
ſormities, Folly: to awoid the een my I 
Abrearal to iid yious dv ed ot wah n 
Ap. How dorfurh, Onda ese n Ids 
of. the CREATO R's:!Goodneſs; his very diſ- 
ting Gbodneſs to Mankind! Should 3 not 
proportionably endear that eternal Benefactor; and i 
render Him, both the ſupreme Defire of our Souls 
and the ſupreme Delight of our Affections? 

„His ever-bountiful Hand has ſcattered Bleſkngs, 
| and With prefuſe Eiperaliey, among all the” Ranks 
of aniniared reer 
is of the moſt engaging: Kind; is of ; a very ſuperiat 
Order. Wee: arg treated as his pec iar F avourites; 
c deing admitted to the Knowledge 'of his, Deſigns, 
as as well ; as. tothe Uſe of his Works. We are intro- 
_duced.to:Sceaes;x Beauty, which! none but Our- 

I ſelves are able to Aiſcern. W 25 reſented 
kes! are ps e rifkiag...:. 
. 214 . Andthes Remark, though 5 da 
equally important. The merit of all cheſe 
55 Things, isho els g pantageaus, than their 
E is beau The ee wg en- 
_ 6 15201 9 2 a | 
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% the Eye with its delicate Hues, is cheriſhing 
k 2 he 1 Fruit; and forming, within its ſilken 


the Folds, the Rudiments of a future Deſſert . Thoſe 
ſuatie BY Streams, which ſhine from afar, like fluid Cryſtal, 
ANC), re more valuable in their Productions, and beneſi- 
The in their Services, than they are amiable in their 
dizzy Appearance. They diſtribute, as they roll along 
Pro- heir winding Banks, Cleanlineſs to our Houſes, 
roiſh nd F ruitfulneſs to our Lands. They nouriſh, and 
Lind; Me their own Expence, a never-failing Supply of the 
» the WE ct F iſh... They viſit our Cities, and attend our 


harfs, as ſo GT; public Vehicles, ready to ſet 


they out at all Hours. E) 101% 

10 Thoſe Sheep, x give their Uaders to de 1 
"Idea Wed by the buſy friſcing Lambs, are fattening their 
di- ¶ ech for our Support; and while they fill their own. 


3 *leeces, are providing for our comfortable, Clothing, 
=— Yonder Kine, ſome of which are browzing. upon 
the tender Herb; others, ſatiated with Paſturage,, 
Wruminate under the ſhady Coyert ; are, though con- 


ings, ſcious of no ſuch Deſign, concocting for our Uſe, 
.anks one of the ſofteſt, -pureſt, healthieſt Liquors i in the. . 
0 U; World.—The. Bees, that fly humming about dur 
erior Seat, and purſue their Work on the fragrant ] Bloſ- 
ites; dome, are collecting Balm an | Sw etne eſs, to com- 
igns, i poſe. the richeſt of 8 Trups. WW hich, though. the. 
otro- Produce of their Tail, is intended for o Good. .. . 
Our- Nature, and h er wig le Famil are our obſe, ulots 
With y b 4 by 


Servants, our ever-active Labourers. "They y bring . 
che Fruits of their united Induſtry, and pour them 

into our Lap, or depoſit them in our Store-rooms. ; 
Aſp. Who can ſufficiently admire tis moſt harm 
ng and mens . '—The Supreme DIS- 
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ralk Hand in Hand, through His: ample 
| Creation. Making all Things ſa perfaeriy 
as if Beauty 1 was their only End; yet — K Thinks o 
wiceable u, as if Uſefulneſs" had Deen 
ö a farther Invitation te our 
Gratitude, He has rendered Man the Center, in 
which alt the Emanations of his Benefieenee, dif- 
through. this: 'F erfeſttial eee oma 
terminate. REEF, — | 
But, my Mer r is on this! nene in a 
much more wonderful Manner, throughout 
whole, Oeconemy of Reszg ten ld were a 
mall Thing for this inferior Claſs* of un 
Creatures,” to be continually employing themfel yes 
for oul Benefir. © Even the 80 of the moſt High 
GON, throvgh all his' incarnate State, acted the 
very ſame Part.—He took Fleſh, and bore the In- 
| f human Nature, not for Himſelf, but 
5 for Us Meh, and our Sajvas tion. le _— Hh ak 
gebe A Fe 


Profit to 


their fole Deſign.— A idic 


TO ts Curt 07 x1 5 | 
it net. with a compaſſionate! View; to 
| Pa 1 of eternal Bleſſedneſs? When 
, perkeckl ne the Whole contmand- 
N s pracious Purpoſe; that 
to Us? Ye 
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her. Pardon me for interrupting You, Aſpaſio. 
have no Objection to the general Drift of your 
a Diſcourſe. But that particular Notion of imputed 
WRighteouſneſs, has always appeared tame in a very 
i ridiculous Light. And Emuſt fay, that ſuch a P. 
ritanical Nſirum makes a very unbecomi ng Figure, 
amongſt your other manly and correct Se entiments 
of Religion. ih 

App. You know, Theron, J have en ago 4 C 
avowed that ignoble Prejudice, which rejects Doc- 
trines, or deſpiſes Perſons, . becauſe e happen to 
Ide branded with contemptible Names. "Tis true, 
me Writers ſtyled Puritans, are remarkable for their 
Attachment to this Peculiarity of the Goſpel.” It 
Wruns through all their Theological Works; and 
very eminently diſtinguiſhes them, from the Gene- 
rality of our modern Treatifes. But, muſt it there-. 
ore be wrong, becauſe maintained by that particu- 
lar Set of People?” Or, are they” the ; nly Advocates 
for this important Truth?! 57 

Der. Aye: it is as 1 ee 1 have lately | 
eonjectured, from ſeveral Hints in my Aheſi's Diſ- 
courſe, that He has been warping to, the low | un 
gentleman-like Peculiarities of "thoſe whimſical 
Fanatics, ., , pe of 

Aſp. 1 LAY conceive, "why. You” ſhould call 
them whimſical. Io ſettle Faith on its ts groper Ba- | 
fis, the meritorious. Righteouſneſs of of 8 
DEEME R; and to deduce Bees from i ut 
true Origin, the. Love of GOD ſhed. abroad i in 
the Heart. raped ſearch. the. Conſcience, . 17 885 89 
vince. the” mer t=T0o awaken 5 K ethar 
ind comfort . aMicted' Soul T0 do all t 1 
from a IT Knowledge, Joined 0 a maſterly 

| | Application, 


— 


4. DIALOGUE U. 
Application, of the divine Word Theſe, ſure, 
are not whimſical Talents, but real Excellencies. 
Vet theſe, if We may credit Hiſtory, entered into 
the Preaching; theſe, if We will examine impar- 
tially, are to be found in the Writings of the Pu- 
ritans.— And a Pearl, vou will pleaſe to remember, 
is Pearl Rill, though it ſhould hang in ther Behie- 
's Ear. ry 
Der. Ethiopian. indeed ! | You have truly. — 
terized, that demure and Sloomy ( Generation. 1 pe, | 


lemnity and forbidding Reſerve, into your owh eaſy 
and ſengaging Converſation. Though, for aught 
I can; judge, this would be no more ungraceful, 
chan! to patch ſuch aukward and antiquated Notions, 

on the refined Scheme of Chriſtianity. | 

Ab. My dear Friend, Vou are too ludicrous; And 
I begin to 3 the Infection. Away with Four 
Wit, I beſeech Vou. Or, if You. muſt. have i it in 
your r Retinue, let i it be vonn Page, not your Privy- 
Counſellour.. Let it wait at the. Door, not preſide 
at our Councils —We had better return to our firſt 
Topic. Lt us contemplate the Wonders of Crea- 


ol 


tion; and | We a the Works, 8 to adore 
Se MAKER. 
11 Ther, None of your Evaſions, ond Hels. You 
maſt not think to put me off at this Rate. 1 have 
ed an Opportunity to rally you upon this Head; 
815 2 argue or or hugh Fu, out of theſe. religins 
ties... 
| 5.5 If You vat nat agree 1 by 27 N Peace; ; 
Th 0 707 u will allow ſome < Zeſſation of Arms. At 


e — 32 bes are | 
ee Wm 
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re, Der. No upon the Spot, and out of Hand, You 
es. are required to anſwer for yourſelf, and theſe fame 
to queer Opinions, —T ſhall ſerve You, as the Roman 
ar- Conſul * ſerved the procraftinatin ng Monarch * 
PUu- When, demurting about his Reply to the Be 


of the Senate, He ſaid, He would conſider of the 
« Matter :” the reſolute Ambaſſador drew a Cirele 
W round him with his Cane, and infiſted upon a poſt 
are Anſwer, before he ſtepped over thoſe Limits. 
Af. This, however, You muſt give me Leave 
W to obſerve, That the Affair is of a very ſcriouy Na- 
ture. Upon Condition, that you will diſmiſs, your 

Flouriſhes of Humour, and Strokes of Satyr ; 1 will 
acquaint You with the Reaſons, which have n | 
me a Convert to this Doctrine. Once, I held. jt io 

the utmoſt Contempt; and pitied the Simplicity of 
(as I then ſtyled them) its deluded Admirers. But, 


your. Im now become ſuch a Fool, that I may be truly 
it in I wiſe, and ſubſtantially. happy. I have ſeen. 

24 ruined State; 4 and I bleſs. ( OD for this ſovereign 
eſide Reſtorative. It i is the Source of my ſtrongeſt Con- 
fir. ſolations, and the VE F ound: ion of N e 
4. ; 


Ther. Excuſe me, F799 if the Vivacity of my 
Temper, and the ſeemingly uncouth Tenet; kindled 


NJ me into a more humorous Gaiety, than became the 
Have Occaſion. You ſpeak of the Point, with ſo much 
Lead; Wh Serioumeſs, and in ſuch weighty, Terms;.as check 
lige my Leviey, and command my Reſpect. Be pleaſed 
J 2% to execute, what You haye promifed ; and the moſt 
. engaged. Attention of n my Mind, 180 0 for Aa 
—＋ "VE 1 8 of u BY r e th 15 ll 
e e. 
Ther. 
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* * 
N 


„ Te. conceivea Diſlike 1 Any Doctrine, only 
berate Perſons of a particular Denomination, have 
been active and zealous to promote its Reception; 
this is hardly conſiſtent with an 19 arena Enquiry 
after EI: >; 

© "Ther. I grant it, 1 afio. And! ſhould be aſhamed 
of my Oppoſition, if it was founded on ſo ſlight a 
Bottom. But, abſtracted from all Party Conſidera- 
tions, I can fee nothing in this ſuppoſed Article of 
our Faith, which may recommend it to the unpreju- 
diced Enquirer. —What can be more aukward than 
the Term, or more irrational than the Sentiment ? 
App: The Word imputed, when ufed in this Con- 
nection, may poſſibly convey a diſagreeable Sound 
to the Ears of ſome People. Becauſe, they look 
upon it, as the peculiar Phraſeology of a few ſuper- 
fitious Sectariſts; and reject it, merely on the Foot 
of that unreaſonable Surmiſe.—But, how can Yiu 
be diſguſted' at the Expreſſion, Theron ; who have 
fo often read it, in'the moſt approved and judicious 
Writers? St. Faul, who might affirm with relation 
to his Epiſtles, much more truly than the Painter 
concerning his Pourtraits, I write for Eternity *; 
eruples not to uſe this aukward Lan guage, Yeven 
i imes in 4 009! e d. "ny the Cor- 
n 2086.5 e vi ectneß 
e e di SP. 5 n . 
„ Alluding to * "Drag . apologizing for the 
ene e and jus. ee nia Touches of his Pen. 
cil, ſaid ; Aternitati e Eternity. Aud 


thoſe Strokes had nee "(5 S olzelk, which Are ee 

not barely to * 2 0 to command the Admiration 
- of all ſucceeding 

t. See Rom. 1 bv. ” I finals Chapter, me Brand 
| Pm occurs no 25 ch 
en er eleven Times. . K 
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rectneſs of whoſe Taſte, and the Propriety of whoſe 
W Style, no Perſon of Genius will ever queſtion ; de- 
W lights to copy, in various Parts of his | incomparable 
Poem, the Apoſtle's Diction.— Authorized by ſuch 
; Precedents, it is ſuperior. AOL, — eee 
* beyond all Exception Ent - 

As to the Sentiment. 1 tiles i it to de the N 
damental Article of the eb and I believe, who- 
ever is acquainted with eccleſiaſtical Affairs, will 
allow, that it was the moſt mortal Arrow in the 
Heart of Popery, and the principal Pillar in the Eſ- 
tabliſhment of the Reformation-—W What ſays our 


nt? LORD, -with regard to the Love of GOD, and 

Con- the Love of our Neighbour. ? On. theſe two Com- 

ound nandments bang all the Latu and the Prophets. Much 
look the ſame would I venture to ſay, concerning the 


z Imputation of our Sins to CHRTST, and the Im- 
putation of CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs to Us: On 


n T tbeſe two Doctrines, hang aLthe Fazit and the 
have whole Glory of the Goſpel. ant) Tho 

licious Ther. In our laſt Convetfation; I ma own, 1 
elation BR ſaw a ſtrong Reſemblance between the Works and 


W the Word of GOD. But I never obſerved. any 


nity Thing in Nature, that bore the leaſt Analogy to im- 
ſeveral puted Sin, or | imputed Righteouſneſs. —To me 
e Cor your two DoArines ſeem. OI W 
rectneh and irrational. G 6 
|. Aſp. That our Sins ſhould be Added pg ths 
fort th only begotten SON of GOD, and that his Righ- 
mY 0 teouſneſs ſhould be imputed to ſinful Worms, i 


range, exceeding ſtrange. . "The Pfalmiſt calls its 
-Kind 8 — — . . he + Apoſtle — it, 


w +#D LALD 6 UE. I. 

times, I tmuſt fröely confeſs; been almoſt zeady to 
ſtagger my Belief— However, I have found myſelf 
telieved in this Perplexity, not only by the Teſti- 
monies of Scripture, but even from the Contempla- 
tion of Nature. Is not all Nature full of e 
unaccountable, and myſterious Effects? 

ber. That Nature is full of Krange Erde, is 
-undeniable: © Strange ape the Experiments of Hlec- 
tricity, and the occult Qualities of the Zoad-/ton: ! 
Strange and ſurpriſing are thoſe-countleſs Legions 
-of Efia, which tranſpire from a ſmall odoriferous 


Body More ſurpriſing ſtill, are the infinite Myriads | 


of Iyminons Particles,” whick iſſue from à ſmaller 
flaming Subſtance *.—There's not a Tree, or a 
\Pwig, or a Leaf, but ſurpaſſes the Comprehenſion 


of all Mankind. 'Everi ae weuteſs A" is big 


avi Wenders. 

ex Fake a nearer eee. This Tow; which 
comes grazing up tõ o very Feet. What is her 
F 56077 Graſs; nothing but Graſs, the wild Pro- 
Auction of the Earth. Give the ſame Materials to 
the Confectionerꝭ the CoD, or the meſf fxilfil 
Artiſt in the World. They, With all their Appli- 
cation and Induſtry, — Aye; de able to work 
mem up into palatable Diſh, or any ſerviceable 
Subſtanes , W herpes this poor” Animal, Without 
ſo much as 3 on her Buſineſe, xefines and 
oc oqu beging 50 bluod? 2312 10 12d Icongeds 
: = . bug GOD. To 102.41 2 2029830 05 
Candle > of fix e rend th e 
in; na on of les, vaſth 
dor thantenhundve: Shea million . 
dare, nd, which he whole Globe. of the Earth com 


a Multitde, would be 
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| concocts them in the moſt perfect Manner. The 


Juices of ſo contemptible an Herb, compounded. 


ſecreted in her Body; harden into Bone, and ſoften 


into Fleſh: grew tough, as a Cord, in tbe Sinews; 
and become tender, as a Jelly, in the Fat. They ooze 
through the Udder, and form a delicious Stream or 
Milk; they flow along the Veins, in reeking Bides 
of Blood. Here, they take a crimſon Stain; there) 
they equal the Lily in Whiteneſs; on the Skin and 
in the Hair, they eee themſelves, into whe! 
Variety of Colours. 

- Aſp. Pray, can you account Fs al hab eames 
ordinary Franſmutations?.. Or, not to taſk your 


Philoſophy toe heavily, can you tell Us, how one 


only ens of them is wrought? How the .coarfe 
and bitter Herbage, chewed and concocted by this 


dumb Creature, „e into ſo rich a Hajuty 
| as Cream? © 


Ther. As well may our Sight penetrate che Center | 
of the Globe, as Philoſophy explain this, and many 
other ſuch Secrets,- The Operations, of Nature, 
are nice and delicate, beydnd all Parallel, and be- 
yond all Conception. Inſomuch, that the intellia 
gent Obſerver, can no where caſt, his Eye, or fix 
bis Thoughts, without being aſtoniſned, ccdolnatet 
ed, and even loſt in Admiration. Z 303 at bÞogitu 

Aßp. Are not then the Operations of Nate, 10 
many Vauchers ſor the Truths of Chriſ- 


| tianity ? Since the Procedure of Providence in this 


viſible Syſtem, is a De Sent of 1 
and unſearchable Operations; need Welbe⸗ 0 

can We reaſonably. beraffeiided, if the 3 
Redemption is equally Rupendauss dis far. more 
amazing? Yet, though amazing, I hope it will 
AK * Þ VV not 
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not appear, what You was pleaſed to infirwate 


irrational. = Gr 
' Suppoſe, We "FO the Signification of the Terms; G 
and adjuſt the Boundaries of our Subject, hope 7 e al 
enter upon a Survey of its Contents ? for 

Mer. Such a Caution would have Presets, at 1 
16 have ſhortened, many a vehement and tedious pla 
Controverſy. — You fee, on yonder Heath, the Pre- Ri 
parations for an approaching Race. There ſtand . 
the Pos, which are to mark out the Limits of the ſta! 
Courſe. Without this previous reſtrictive Care, die 
how irregular 1 would be the Excurſions of the con- He 
tending Steeds ! How difficult, rather how impoſſible, ane 
ts declare the Conqueror, and award the Prize — By 
A clear Definition of Terms, ſeems equally ne- Ri 
ceſſary for candid Diſputants. Without it, they 18 
may wrangle for Ages, yet never come to a Deter. by 
mination. ple 


Aſp. We were lately conſideri ring . W it 
Eucelleney: of the Scriptures. Here We have 2 the 
-moſt ſtriking and capital Exemplification of the my 
Subject.— The Light of Nature might teach Us Wl - 
ſome what, relating to the Juſtification of Man in an) 
a State of Innocence. But it knows nothing of the by 
Method, whereby fallen and guilty Man, may be - 
juſtified i in the Si ght of GOD: This is a Secret, du 
hid from all the Reſearches. of Reaſon, and from kn 
all the Sages of Antiquity. To the Prophets and def 
Apoſtles alone, We owe the Diſcovery of this Mine ou! 
this rich and inexhauſtible _— Oy Cons 
ſolation and heabenly Treaſure. i. 
0 Ther. I wait for a Specimen bf: your * T le, ber 
n ch 1 tes favourite 2 7 


* 4 


( \ 


wate, 


405. Juſti ration i is an Act of GOD Almi ghty's 
W Grace; whereby He acquits Sinners from their 
am Guilt, and accounts them righteous *; for the 
e We Sake ef CHRIS T's $ Righteouſneſs, wrought's out 
Ibpor them, and imputed to them. 
d, at Ther. Two of your Terms want ſome farther Ex- 
.diou planation. What do You underſtand by CHRIS 
e Pre- Righteouſneſs, and what is the Meanin g of imputed? 
ſtand if Aſp. By CHRIST's Righteouſneſs I under- 
of the ftand, the Whole of his active and paſſive Obe- 
Care, dience; ſpringing from the perfect Holineſs of his 
Con- Heart; continued through every Stage of his Life; 
41 W and extending to the very laſt Pang of his Death.— 
By the Word imputed T would iy gnify, That this 
1 ne- Righteouſneſs, though performed by our LORD, 
they is placed to our Account; is reckoned or adj udged 
Deter- by GOD as eur own. Inſomuch, that We may 
"I plead it, and rely on it, for 'the Pardon of our 
dent Sins; for the Communication of Grace; and for 
ive che Enjoyment of Life eternal, Shan 1 illulteate 
F the my Meaning by a well atteſted Fact? 5 
ch Us BB Ther. Nothing gives Us ſo eaſy: A Conleptidn ol 
lan in any difficult Point, as this Method of en 
of the by parallel Facts, or proper Similitudes. 
ay be 4. I don't ſay the Cafe is parallel. 1 unix pro- 
ſecret, duce it, to aid our Conceptions.—Oneſimis, You 
1 from know, was Philemon's Slave +. He had perfidiouſly 
ts and deſerted his Maſter's Service, and ſtill more perfidi- 
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ouſly caries his Goods. The F 1 "ins his guilty 
e 2600 50 ' Rambles, 


Bo Should any Resder object to che Paul Appre: 
hending, that Juſtification: implies no more, than rhe 
Pardon Sint; I — defire Him to ſuſpend his JIudg- 
ment, till He, has peruſed Dialgue X. e Bas 
more 9 conſidered. 
14 See the Epiſtle to Philemon. 
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es, proyidentially meets with St. Paul. He 


is 1 and captivated with that gracious Goſ- 


veb which proclaims Mercy even for the vileſt of 
Sinners. He becomes a ſincere Convert to the 
Religion of FESUS, ,and-is received into. the ſpi- 
ritual Patronage of the Apoſt gi 
formed of his diſhoneſt 5 and ahn wiqus 
State, undertakes to bring about 2 Reconciliation, 
With his offended Maſter : diſpatches Him, for this 
Fupoce, with a Letter to Philemon and, amongſt 
. other Perſuaſives, wr 21 5 thus in the poor Crimi- 
vel Regt; JF He hath red Thee, or owel) 
1 aug bt, put chat on mine Account. 4 Paul have 
WAV with mine arun Hand; 1 TP L will repay iti. 
nn the nealaus Preacher of Chriſtianity 
ered, the adored. AUTHOR of. Chriſtianity 
cute We had revolted from the LORD of 
II. Lords, and 885 his boly- eee | 
be SON, of, GOD, infinitely compaſfienate, 
E 
en be ante ee ender his Median ſuceeſs- 
ment. Which Ie deſerv WY 1 og ; "The: Obe- 


| dience, which Wi owed, He-fulfils.—Both which, 


in imputed: bots: . Us, are the 


| NE 5 the Book of 2 We meet wiah this 
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of both, to receive. The tenth Part of theſe their 
Tythes, He directs them to preſent, in the Form 
| of 2 Heave- offer ing 1. adding, And this your . Heave- 
offering ſhall be reckoned * unto You, as though it 
were the Corn of the Threfping-floors and as the Fulneſs 
of the Mine- preſi: as ſatisfactory to me, and as be- 
neficial to Y ou, as if it was the Tenth of your own 
Labours, and the Tythe of your own. Increaſe, 
So, the expiatory Sufferings, which CHRIST 
endured; the complete Obedience, which He per- 
formed; are rechoned.to true Believers. As though 
the, former were ſuſtained in their own Perſons, 
and the latter fulfilled in their own Lives. Are 
altogether as effefual, for obtaining their Salvation, 
as if they were their own perſonal Qualifications. 

* Numb. xviii. 27. WM exactly anſwers to St. Paul's 
| 9oſoIn, Rom. iv. 9, —The ſame Phraſe is uſed, and the 


ſame Doctrine taught, Lew. xvii. 3, 4. What Man jo- 

ever there be of the Houſe of Tſrael that killeth an Ox, or 

Lamb, or Goat in the Camp, by way of Sacrifice, or for 

the Purpoſe. of Atonement ; and bringeth it nat unto\the 

Door of the T abernacle of the:Congregation, 10 affer unto the 

LORD an Offering before the Tabernacle, the grand 
y 


Type of the Body of CHRIST; Blood hall ' be 
imputed 70: that Man; He hath ſhed Blood; and that Man 
| ſhall be cut off from among his People. Here was no Mur- 
der committed by the Offender, yet the Crime of Mur- 
der is charged; or, as the-Scripture ip eaks, Flood is im- 
puted to Him. Leſt Any ſhould miſtake the Meaning of 
this Expreſſion, or not underſtand it in its due Latitude, 
the Divine, LAW-GLV ER is bis own. Interpreter. 
He hath in the Eye of my. Juſtice h Blood : He thall 
| po for a Murderer, — be puniſhed: as a Murderer : 
Je ſhall be cut rom among his People. — Thus alſo ſaith 
the eternal JU D G;E concerning the Believers. in 


* 


CHRIST; „ The Righteoufre/5.0f-my S ON i in. 
i Puted"to them 3, they are in the Eye of: my Juſtice g. 
* teous e they ſhall be Aealt with, as xighteous Perfous:z 


* made Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 


58 DIAL ocvr u. 
Per. The Imputation mentioned in your Paſag ge, 


is the Imputation of ſomething done by the Levites 


themſelves,: not of ſomething done by. Another. 
*Fhis, I apprehend, is the true Import of the Word, 
when it occurs affirmatively in Scripture. __ 


Ap. This is always the Import—ſhould have been | 


faid, in order to make the Objection forcible. - But 
You could not ſo ſoon forget the Inſtance, juſt now 
alledged. _ 

"St. Paul, ſpeaking af the Chimes; which Oneh 
mus had committed; and of the Injuries, which 
Philemon had ſuſtained ; ays, « Charge them all on 
«me. The Original is, impute * them all to me, 
xc The Meaning i is, I will be reſponſible for all, 
« As much, as if the whole Guilt had been of my 
de own contracting 4.” Here is ſuppoſed, not the 


Imputation of ſomething done by the Apoſtle Him- 


hls but of, Another's criminal Behaviour. 
What is written in the Law, and what is written 
in the Goſpel? In both theſe Places, How readeſt 
Thou ?—In the Goſpel, I read; That Righteouſ- 
neſs 75 imputed without Works = This utterly -eX- 
cludes. every Thing performed; or acquired, by the 
N os 3 We are aſſured, that 


n G. 2 K £ $7 Ke 3.4 BR 4 If 


1 . very Words uſed 5 Gs Age, 
. when wn. Method of our. Juſtification. _ 
| Thus 
eſe Sinners have wronged Thee,” O FA- 
| T oth H 41 * by their Unrighteouſneſs and Ungodlinefs. 
% They owe Thee an inconceivably vaſt Sum. A Debt 
«© of conſummate Obedience, and complete Satisfaction. 
% Pat it all on my. Account. I JES] 8 Baut written it 
% avith my, own Hand + ." F-avill repay it. Now I give my 
«© Bond; and, in the Fulneſs of. Time, To; Lenne, ie 
4 fulfil my Engagement.“ 5 . 
Rom. iv. 6. 


eb 


e may ſuppoſe' pur. LORD ſpeaking; 


| Gaat 3. The Goat ſhall bear upon 2 their 


DIA IL OGUE . 3 


G0 D juſtißes tbe Ungedly *; thoſe, who have no- 
= thing of their own, but abominable Iniquities. To 
WW thoſe, therefore, ſomething elſe muſt neceſſarily 
W be imputed, beſides their own perſonal Deeds. 


nder the Law, Aaron is commanded to put the 
Tniquities of Iſrael upon the Scape-Goat +.—The 
ſame Sentiment is reinculcated;- when the Goat is 
ſaid to bear the Iniguities of the People 1. This was 
plainly an Imputation; yet, could not poſſibly be 
the Imputation of any 'Thing done by the devoted 
Animal . The Effects which took place upon the 
Execution of this Ordinance, indicate a Tranſla- 
tion of Guilt. For, the Congregation was cleanſed, 
but the Goat polluted, The Congregation ſ½% 
cleanſed, that their Iniquities were conveyed away, 
20 to be found no more. The Goat /o polluted, 
that it communicated Defilement to the Man, who 
conducted it into “ the Land not inhabited.” —All 
this was GO D's own Appointment; and de- 
bs ater _ the whole goat) of Wann oot Ceremo- 


. Rom. iy. . . 7 | 1 Lev. xv. 21. rY t Lev. 
xvi. 22. = ; 


The Words a the ſacred Ordinance are 33 


phatical. Aaron ſhall lay both his Hands upon the Head g 'Y 


the live Goat, and confe/; aver Him all the I niquities 0 

Children of Iſrael, and all their Tranſgreſſions in all. their 
Sins, putting them upon the Head of the Soi and ſhall ſend 
Him a«way' by the Hand F a "fit Man into the Wilderneſs. 
And. — Goat. ſhall bear upon Him all their Iniguities, unto 
4 Land not inhabited, Whatever Senſe the Mew of 
Learning and Refinement may force upon theſe Words, 
Aaron ſhall put all their Tranſgr __ on the Head of the 
Iniguities 3 I 
think the common People of Trad conld: "find no other 


Meaning in them, than ſuch as denoted a im. Ant 


of Guilt, from the Con gregation to their Victim. An 
this is Imputation. 


&@ DIALOGUE 
nies, to inſtruct his; Church in the Knowledge of 
the great MEDI AT OR. 71 In the Knowledge of 
that wonderful Method, whereby we have Re- 
N from our wad n ere ge unto 
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1 £ oled di ts 400 Wir! Gb ELIT EY 
WB "TE mis is e 3 apt 
tna it will bela difficult Matter to make me a 
Proſelyte. I muſt be content to paſs for one of the 
Riff-necked Generation. Since, I can ſee neither 
n er en aſcribing to a Perſon, what 
or imputing to Hins, aum * does 


; \ * 
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* e Apaſio, but his Fried, who ſet 
out with a View: of making Proſelytes. If I can 
maintain my Ground, and vindicate my oven Be- 
lief; it will be no inconſiderable Acquiſition.— 
However, I ſhall not deſpair of ſeeing the Partner 
of my Heart, become a Sharer of my Faith. When 
are convinced of our tumberleſs Sins; when We 
feel the Depravity of our Nature; and begin to diſ- 
cern the inconceivable Sanctity of our JUDGE; 
THEN, eee this exploded Article may be found 
worthy its Conftitution/ admired, 
as the Wiſdony off G OD=andt its Privilege co- 
veted, as the. Conſofation 'of our Souls. 1 
©... Ther. 1 mall Ware at preſent, an Exa! 8 
each a. and wy" make ſome remote — 
to affect your Sede ohe Perla, J dare be 
Popes have, t much as heard of your "Terms; 
not the leaſt Acquaintance 
Will yo 6 NA. * al my 
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from the Liſt of Chriſtians? der 11 8 a 
theſe as deſperate Infidels? | 


1 fk 
- 7 
0 + 


- Aſp. Not heard of them !—In a Proteſtant Na- 
tion Where the Goſpel is publiely preached, and 
the Bible in every e Hand THANE! if GY is 
much to be lamented. 

In Anſwer to your Betten es is not my Cu- 
tom, much lets is it my Prerogative, to condemn 
Others. Has GOD committed all Judgment unto 
me? That T ſhould preſume to anticipate the deci- 
five Sentence, or launch the Thunderbolts of eter- 
nal Vengeance Neither do J affirm the Condition 
of futh Perſons to be deſperate. There may be 


| Thoſe, who have no explicit Knowledge of the Doc- 


trine ; who are even prejudiced againſt the Expreſ- 
ſions; yet live nnder hi Belief of the Truth, and 
in the Exerciſe of the Duty. They are never 
« diverted, by the Splendor of any Thing that is 

ce great, or by the Conceit of any Thing that is 


« good in them, from looking upon theinſelves as 


« fuful Duſt and Alhes.“ Their whole Depene 
dence is upon that US ONE, who expired on 


the Croſs, and whom the Hulveks® "have received: 
They ſeek the ſanctifying S PIRI ITV in conſe· 


quence of their SAVIOUR's Death ; ; and La 
al Diligence,” to aid: to their Faith Firtus s. 467 8 
Ther. H People may be ſafe, and their 8 
Intereſts ſecure, without any Knowledge of theſe 
Particularitfes; why ſhould vou offer to puzzle 
their Heads, about a 9 25 urinieceſſary fiholaftle | 
Terms? LN K. Ihe» (25% 
Ap. Siviprural Tania, You ſhould have faid, 
Tron Alone, We 75 not.yery folicitous, as 
£30k 0 PLAN BUG ANG ed hora lata bon cla 
| 1.5760 en — as bas Calla | 
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to the Credit, or the Uſe, of any particular Set of 
Phraſes. Only let Men be humbled, as convicted 
Criminals, at the REDEEMER's Feet: let them 
rely, as devated Penſioners, on his precious Merits: 
and they are undoubtedly in the Way to a bliſsful 


Immortality.— Vet, will their Way de leſs clear, ; 


their Steps more embarraſled,. by not diſtinctly un- 
derſtanding the benign and conſolatory Doctrine, 


of free Fuſtificntion through the Righteouſneſs of 7E. 


SUS, CHRIST. A. proper Information, as to 
this important Point, would ſhed Light upon their 
| Paths, and encourage them in their J ourney; 


would further their Progreſs in Holineſs, ang 1 in- 


creaſe. their Joy in the LORD. _ 

Ther. The Followers of your. Opinion, 1 * 
* are perpetually dwelling upon this ce fu- 
wveurite Topic; to the Excluſion of that grand and 
truly eſſential Part of Chriſtianity, Sanctification. 

b. If you haye ever taken notice of ſuch a Con- 
duct, Vou are unqueſtionably right, i in with-holding 
your Approbation. It is. a manifeſt Incongruity, 
and deſeryes, your, Cenſure aut, aſfure Yourſelf, 


it proceeds from a ben in the Perſons, 


and has no eee, with the Nature of the 
Doctri ine. ITT 
_ Lam fare. very far 3 che various «Parts 
of Chriſtianity, (which, when. connected, make up 
ſo well. proportioned a Syſtem), to this ſagle, how- 
ever diſtinguiſhed Branch, danctification is equally 
4 Tary,. both to our. preſent Peace, and to our 
| ng) Rely * 5 e r are as recipe 
e 1555 i e eee 
* Ab to bra our ey wo Cakes roles is done 


folely and completely by JESUS CHRIST. But a5 
* and 9 | 
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I | ct. for the Purpoſes of intellectual and eter- 


nal Happineſs ; as the Heart and the Lungs are, to 
the Subſiſtence of the animal Oeconomy. The 


: former muſt tranſmit, the latter muſt refine, the 
vital Fluid; or elſe, Diſeaſe will take place, and 
: | Death will enſue My Intention is, that thoſe 

W fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, like theſe Maſ- 
ter-Organs in the Body, may have each its proper 
W Office affigned ; each concur to ſupport the better 


Health, and to promote the E Growth of the 
Chriſtian. 0 

Ther. Other of your zealous Folks 9 OM known, 
who are all for the ſanctiſhing Influence of the 8 PI- 
RIT; and reckon this Affiance on the S A- 


VIOUR's Merits, among the beggarly Elements 


of Religion. They ſcarce ever mention what 
CHRIST. has done for Us ; but inſiſt wholly up- 
on, What He does in Us.—When the religious 
People are ſo divided among themſelves &, how can 
a Stranger act? Which Opinion ſhall He prefer ? 
Asp. Let Him not prefer, but aſſociate. Dif- 


card neither, but chooſe both. —If the All-gracious 


REDEEMER has poured out his Blood on the 
Croſs, that my Guilt may be expiated ; and pre- 


ſents | 


| There's e concerning. nec tao 55 
is ſometimes made an Objection againſt all Religion.— 
Have the Gentlemen, Who adopt this Objection, never 
ſeen the Naturaliſts divided in their Judgment; ; with re- 
lation to the Deſign and Uſe of ſeveral Appearances i in 
the material; the vegetable, the animal Creation? While 
Nat decries as a r what another admires as a 

ne, I believe, ever took it into his 


Hen Vet no | 
from ſuch à Diverſity of Opinions, to doxbt whe- 


they the Franie af Nature is à juſt, a regular, and a 
finiſhed Syſtem : or to deny, . Power, Wisdom, and 
e ſupport, direct, and ' peryade the Whole. 
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Tents bis Interceſlio! ion in Heaven, tha t 1 may be en- 
dued with the SPIRIT :—If He will. be che . 
ritorious Cauſe of my Juſtißcation, and the operative 
ge ol of my. Sanctification Why ſhould I 
Tryple to receive Him, in either, in both Cap aci- 
Yes? 10 Would lop. off the Right-hand, in Feder ; 
to impart the higher I ignity, or the. greater. Im- 
portance to the Left! * would be no Partialiſt in 
Chriſtianity :. ither diminiſh her Dowry, nor 
mutilate her Privileges. ” | 
Ther. You, ſeem, if not to mutilate, yet to 72 t 
the | Merits of CH 1ST, and parcel out the Effi- 
cacy of his mediatorial U ſndertaking. - Aſcribing fo 
—— to. bis active, and ſo much to his paſſive Web. 
teoulneſs; Pardon to this, and Life to that. | 


.. Some, perhaps, ay be pleaſed with this 


0 


ich. 1 neither zog to defend, nor with 10 
imitate, —To., Aiſtingi SE between the active and 
paſſive Rig hteouſneſs,. think, is not amiſs. Be- 
cauſe,. ; — ſets. the Fulneſs of our L OR D's Me- 

it in che cleareſt Lig ht; and gives the completeſt: 
; Honour | to GO 7 S. holy. Law,—But to * divide 
them into detached Portions, independent on each 
other, ſeems to be fanciful, rather than judicious. 
For, had either Part of the mediatorial Obttience 
been wanting; IJ apprehen , " neither” Pardon,” nor 
Acceptance, nof any ire Bleng,, ec d He 
been ee nge Ut [7 G7. a5: 


thei | 
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this fruitful Weather. Hoever, therefore, I may 
happen to expreſs myſelf, Lever conſider the ac- 


due or the paſſive Righteoufneſs, in the ercluſive 


0 rays have them underſtood, as 
ci- a” grand and glorious Aggregate.  Looki rig upon 
cr bar $A EO UR's aniverfal Obedience, which 


commenced at his Incarnation ;—was carried an 
WW throughthis Life; and terminated inchis Death; 
booking upon all his, in its clladiue Form, as the 
Object of enn, _— nnn of any 


lit Hopes “. If 3, | 
fi- Ther Leine, Wo psd b disc pen this 
> ſo controverted, und perhaps-merily ſpeculative Point. 
he Ap. Merslyſpedulatiwe] Say not thus, my dear 
5 Friend He may be juſtified before GOD, 
this «my Maker, my Governor, and my Judge?” Is, 
od, of all Enquiries, che moſt iimorgſting and important. 
to It is the main Hinge, dn wohich every Inftance of 
and 1 man deen ene abs (Fo vue e 
Be- 0 „ern | - 
He- * In this Option,” His Mea An 
teſt his ee ee rA 8 
Vide LORD lags + ot i Ilie Trad: in 
ach The Dawiof 80D exact he Mall folkl, 
5. Both by Obedience and by Love, though Love . 
ce Ait mul ne Lune z thy Puniſhment. 
1 & He fhallkendure, by. coming in the: Hs 


To a reproachful Life and curſed Death ; 


= Dasein eren Lelie xe 

bei Indie Redemption- 1 N Ad * . XII. 494 p 
hcl Bi According to the Tetwour/ of itheſe-very valuable Lines, 
"the our LO Ka s flfilting: the Lawjoant enduring the Pu- 
the weren, arelche ebe g- Cüufes, or the one rampblind = 
f Dank; of Effe and Redemption to Sinners. i 
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Doarina Phot tt ＋＋— 255 
Vor. I. I 1x JA * ey 


= 


6 DIALOGUE I. 
Obedience, holy Communion! with the Divine 
0 AFESTY;: all depend upon this capital Point. 
Far from heing à merely ſpeculative Point, it 
riſetibes the moſt undivided Glory to the ever- bleſſel 
O D, and his free Grace It adminiſters the 
! moſt ſerene and ſahſtantiul Satis ſactions to frail, but 
believing Man. It cheriſhes, with the moſt kindly 
Influence, chat pure and undefiled Religion, which 
- has its Seat in the Heart; has its Birth from Love; 
and is a real Antepaſt, both of the Ruſineſs and the 
"Bliſs of Saints in Light. 
| In ſhort; Juſtification. through * Rightcoufack 
of FESUS CHRIST, is an Article of Religion, 
: whoſe Benefits are (to uſe a charming Simile ſug- 
. geſted by this rural Proſpect) numerous as the Pul 
« of the Held *. Can We, then, lay too much Streſs 
upon a Doctrine, ſo greatly momentous; en a 
K «Privilege, ſo extenſively beneficial? 
Ther- When all this is proved,. way To 1. 
« - pla Mao. Nay, then You ſhall have more tha 
A Reply z J rente You my cordial 'Aﬀent... . 
ay And if all this be-incap: e of Proof, I af- 
ſure You,” Theron, 1 will not ſolicit your Aſſent. 
Ser oy P IO rex ee ede my own. 
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i e el male Pateminatun ſs imagir 
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ee The Anicle of free. Juſlifcarion, . axe ch eo "ns 
we «. Luther, is the-chiefeſt Article of all Chriſtian 05 
Tue Majeſty;and: Utility wherenf, whoſd ri at 

+ 4*neemeth, to Him all other Things hall e 
Ik — worth, '?> Comment. en Galat. 
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it. more minutely. | 

it " Abs Though 1 have never much N 
fed" even when there i is the moſt Leiſure, for Contrg- 
the yetſy z ; yet, af You inſiſt upon it, I ſhall not abfo- 
but lutely refuſe to engage in a Debate with my TBeron. 
dy - Becauſe, He will come to the amicable Rencounter, 
hich 7 55 bringing angry Paſſions for his Second. 
dove; | My Reaſons will be impattiall: y weighed; not arts 
| the fully eluded, much leſs 1 oa with Invective. 
5 If ſome inadverterit Expreſſion ſhould drop from my 
fneſs Lips, He will not rigorouſly proſecute the Slip; 
ion, nor aggravate an unguarded Sentence into the Crim̃e 
ſug- of Hereſy.—Candour will form his Judgment, and 


Bud Good nature dictate his Expreſſions. 128 01 bis 

Streß Ther. I chank Vou, my dear -Hſpafio, for your 
1 genteel Admonition. What I am, in the Language 
: of Complaiſance, means, What I Gould be. Well: 

S | I will endeavour to take your Hint, and check this 
» than my Impetuoſity of Spirit. I have admired, Ol that 
could imitate; che beautiful Example of St. Paul. 


1. When Fetus, forgetting the Dignity-of the Gover- 
\ (ſent, nor, and the Politeneſs of the Gentleman, uttered 
on; that indecent Reflection; Paul, thou art beſide thy- 
. nuch Learning 2 male Thee mau. Did the 
n, and ; great Preacher of. Chriſtianity” Kindle into Neſent- 
ervies I ment >+—The Charge was unjuſt and Abufthe. But 
ma) i the Apoſtle, with a. perfect Command of Himfelf, 
7dificius returned: "the ſofteſt, yet the moſt ſpirited Anſwer 

un . imaginable... Tam not mail, moſt noble Feſtus; but 
| Tn „ Raf * Parts C5 7 ns ne: iner. 
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may « afford Us Leiſure, « to, canvaſs this Queſtion | 
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pretibty ER il was this calm and Set ng Reph Y 
Though ſhort, infinitely more e than a 
Whole orrent of bitter or recrimin: ating Words, 5 
It difarmed x hq Judge of his riſi ing Dilpleaſure ; ir 
coneiliated the F. avo of his Toyal Aﬀeſbve ; ; 50 
brought onour to the Chrittian Cauſe. 5 E 

This emiable Self-Regimen, and Moderation 6 of 
Temper, I ſhall be ſüte to fee, exetnpliked 1 in my Wi 
Friend's | Goniverſation.; However I may fail of it 
myſelf, Fa Proof againſt all his Arguments. 

. Ah. Theron, We want no Monitor, to re- 
! Us of our ſuppdſed Excellencies. And if You 
beigen aur: ere is.” Time to 4 an 
end to our Diſcourſe, . e 

e les me juſt obſerve, That e Truths can- 


 Inflences vf che [Niuine SPIRI T. We muſt ad- 
-drcs, Ourſelves tolthis Enquiry, not only with un. 
ptejuddceil Minds, but likewiſewith, praying Hearts 
Wer mat bring te this Diſpute, mot barely the Qui- 
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Moon: dann a e ente, and 
- tainthead of pe Lite fatüre . A Evidenve — no 
[ neee able, of the Ap oftle' s A. 
fertion s. Me matural Man, | however i en or àccom- 
plimed, recti werf 7 Things FR0s.0 AT, F 5 Vi 
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7 NE, which may teach. Us all-Things *.—Let Us 


then adopt the Poet's e 4 y 


u., ee Light, 
Shine inward, and the M. nd 9 al ber Powers 
Irradiate; there plant Eyes ; alt Myr fron "thence 


| Purge and A 
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E are now, Aſpaſin, about two Miles Chef 

diſtant from my Houſe. The Horſe- flowe 

Road lies through a narrow duſty Lane, are ti 

ohe Foot-Path leads along a ſpacious lars, 
P = pleaſant Meadow, Suppoſe, We de- mand 
lives our Horſes to the Servant end walk the Re- Silver 

mainder of the Way? — Th 

| Ap. You could not m TY e ea en more agree- with 

. able to my Inclinatiom: ,' Eſp pecially, as the Air! is Bloon 
become cool, and the Walk is ſo inviting. Thick 
What a magnificent and charming Scene?—Hills, Even 


on either Side, gently riſing, and widely ſpreading. in hu 
Their Summits, crowned with ſcattered Villages, leafy * 
and cluſtering Trees. Their Slopes, divided into amul 

a beauteous Chequer-work ; z conliſting partly of OA 
Tillage, with its waving Crops ; partly of Paſtur- bo 
age, with its grazing Herds.—Before Us, the Tre- formed 
foil, the Clover, and a Variety of graſſy Plants, ſemblai 
differently bladed, and differently branched, weave prettief 
: ttzemſelves into a Carpet of living Green. Can any {MW : Wed! 
7 of the Manufactures formed in the Looms, or ex- böeks. 
tended in the Palaces of Por fin vie with the Cover- feng 

— in 3 ecdan. 


* 


— 


. ͤ 


Hd 
7% 


5A LO GUE nn. Ar. 


* 


ing of this nde Area? Vie with it, in Grandeur. 


of Fire, or Delicacy of Decoration . — 


What a Profuſion of the gayeſt Flowers, aan 
the Banks, and emtbroidering the Plain Nothing 
can be brighter, than the Luſtre of thoſe filver ; 
Daiſeer; : pes decper, than the Pinge of thoſe 
golden Crowfoots. 
ditional Liverniefl; by ſucceeding to the Deformity 
of Winter, and by Houriſhing amidſt the eee 


Verdure. ö 


her. Nature is truly in Her Prime The- vegeta- 


ble Tribes are putting on their richeſt Attire. Thoſe” 


: | Cheſnuts, on our Right-hand, begin to rear their 


flowering Pyramids; thoſe WiKows, on qur left, 
are tipt with Taſſels of Grey; while vonder Pop- 
lars, which overlook the River, and ſeem to con- 
mand the Meadows, are enn with Rolls of. 4 
S 0 5 
The Hawthorn, i in every Jleuge, is party rid 2 
with ſilken Gems, partly diffuſed into a milk-white 


Boom. Not a ſtraggling Furze, nor a ſolitary * 


Thicket on the Heath, but wears a rural Noſegays 
Even amidft that neglected Dite, the Arum * riſes 
in humble State; moſt curiouſly ſhrouded: in her.» 
leafy Tabernacle, and ſurrounded with luxuriant 


4. e den br ef wy: Ng 1 e 


To 2 | FS. 9 9 
C Ca wild Herb, hich unfolds ns 
formed after a very fingular Pattern ; bearing ſome Ree... 


PX; 


prettieſt Fancies in Nature's Wardrobe. 80 much Ad : 
mixed by the Country People, that theꝶ have diguificd ; 


it with the Appellation of Lords and 5 aſe it 
looks, 1 fü poſe,” ſomewhat like a P pate f) Quality, 


inring,” wi 1 * 
Sedan. | 210 1 + 1 J 


Vet, both ſeem to acquire ad- 
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\ Look: wherever: Wer will,, all is a de- 
lightful Diſplay of preſent Fertility, and. a joyous 
Pledge of future: we. experience what 
the royal Poet, i in very Jelicats Imagery, deſcribes: 
We. Minten is fat i the Rain is auer and gam. The 
Flowers bean on the · Barth ;. the Time of the Singing 
of: Birds i is came; aud the, Wied of the Turtle ic Heard 
in au Band. The, Vig- Tres puatterh forth. hen green 
As and the Vine ith the tender Grapes. give a 
2 Smell k. 

Asp. Y-our Quotation od the. Scene mind me 
of a Remark, which ſhould have. taken. place in our 
laſt Night Diſcourſe. When we were, enumerat- 
ing the. Excellencies: of the ſacred: ' Writings, me- 
thinks, we might have, achiled; Are you. fond of 
1 in all:its. lowery Gracesz, and, blooming 
Honours? Never. haue qe ſeen, ſuch exquiſite 
"Touches of rural Painting, or ſuch fiveet, Images 
of.endeared, Affection as .in. the: Song, af Songs uhr 8 
is Salomons. All, the brilliant and amiable Appear- Plaine 
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| ancesiin\Naturs' are emmwoyed,.to.delineate-the Ten- "_ 
derneſs of his Heart, Who, is Bove itſelf—to- po, Choir 


tray the Beauty- of bis Perſon, who is The. cbieſeſt . iog- 8 
among ten thorſanu and: deſatibe the Hrppineſs of ders, t 

| theſe Souls whole! Bulowſoifhiawith the RATHER, WY 5, 
and toith his Sen FAESUS CARIST Hs»: | 
See] Therin, what, the qhearing Warmth, and | the V 
the genial Showers, of Spring have done ! The _ 
rough Tree foftene inte: Verdure. Tue rapped. WH Cant 
Thorn, is Heck with, Beauty,. Rven, che unculti- . bocke 
5 vated: Lanes teemowithy Herbagps Such a- Change, Odou 
* Landi: o ennabling, the Goſpel of = 5 
| At che Sou. Vor Day, . enbn 
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ſcarce an Hour paſſes, but this-Sealon. of, univerſal - 


Fecundity produces ſomething new, ſomething that 
improves the Aſpect, and increaſes. the Riehes of Na- 
ture. And 1 18. there any: State: Or ally. Circumſtance 
of Life, in which the Faith of, C HRIS T does : 


2 


not exert a ſimilar Efficacy? Does, not. puriſy. the. 


Heart, and brin forth. Fruit unto GD? 
This is ſuppoſed to be the ſpiritual Meaning of 


that fine, Lepa Exfture.* >. Which: You, have 


. borrowed. 


A fine Piet! indeed! Mot jndfetvuſly planned: 
moſt ſtrongly-contraſted'; and exeeuted in the moſt: maſ- 
terly Manner. » Agi 1 1t- is droduced to View, I wal: beg 
Leave to pointout Aeg the highly-finiſhed, Strokes. 

The Winter. 16 P all its + houling Winds, and 
pieroing”Profts: - — 3 art der, which deluged the 
Meadows e Clönd- are gone, which: darkened the 
Skies.— All is Serenity and Splendour e. __ all 
is Gaiety and. Beauty below... 

Flogvers, of every raceful Forte, And every gloff y 
Stain, appear on tHe Bi. Enamelling the- Hills and 


Plains z Em broidering the Robe of: Springs; and —_— 


we over all the Face of Nature. 1, dp [45-03 
he Tame. of Singing of Birds.is came, Woodland 
Choirs . 212 reen Bopgh, and: every bloom- 
ing ,- reſounds'1 iraHony: From all Quar- 

tors, ar is: ——— attleſs Strains; which are, 


1 2h on · o ic, re eee 
0 
£4 Pine 405 the Wert. Grapes, ite a good Snell. In! 


the Vineyard; © the" Allen Gems burſt, and the infant 
Cluſters appear. They breathe Balm on the gentle 


Gales, and perfume the ſoft delicious Air. In every 
Canden and! every Groves, the flowery Oaliseis are uns, 
locked. They diffuaſe far and, nean thoſe. exquiſite 
Odours, which. regale an; At un: &, winden, the 


% Heart ata 29 5 
The: Ap eee, purttth foruh 4 HI Figs: rho forms: dhe 


embryo Fruit; and exTites the agreeable. ldea; of; ap- 
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borrowell trom the Canticlis. It di fplays the ben? on 
Agency of Grace and its Doctrines; eſpecially, of 
our LORD' Satisfaction for Sin, and of hie 
Righteouſneſs imputed to Sinners. The Bleſſings 
operate, with much the fame favourable and happy 


Energy, both aur Morals and our Comforts ; 


as the ſweet 22 z5 of the vernal Sun operate, on 
the ſprouting Herbs, and opening! Flowers. Fe 

. Ther. Tf ſuch were the Effects of your Doctrine, 
it would ſtand the fairer Thance for general Accep- 
tation, But there are ſeveral weighty Scruples to 
be removed, before Perſans of a liberal, and enlarged 
Way of Thinking, can acquieſce in your Opinion. 
Who, for Inſtance, can perſuade Himfelf,, that 
What Nou call The Satsaition of CHRIST, is 
conſiſtent with the Nidtates of Reaſon, or with 
the Perfections of the DEITY? es. 

Let Gentlemen be candid their gelte, 

My i ee in their Way of Thinking; then, 
I- fatter” myſelf, theſe 2 ay ow mobel, 
Without much Diffieulty. 

8 . the. Almi ighty. Vg aj Topreme i 
vernor of the World, having made Man, gave Him 
2 Law; with a Penalty annexed, in caſe of Diſobe-. 
dience:—This facred Law our Fore-father Adam | 
preſumptuouſſy broke; and We, his Poſterity, were 
re in bis uilt. Or, Wels, qr os be 


n ie u 6 A eee en 


2 618; + FILL * Stwizilzh Nen 2. _ SCF 3 dong en! 


e 203/06}. e, the more pleafing, | becauſe the 


more important, Supports of Life aud Heal. 

Here then the moſt diflinguiſhing and delicate Circum-' 
ſtances are ſelected. Whatever moſt eminently and moſt 
arnĩably characteriſes che Seaſon. All is heightened, by 
a Retroſpect on Winter and its Herrours, Hoek which” 
we are delivered; All: 35engeared, by a Proſpect of 
antumnal Deli ghts, for which Preparation 1 15 making. 
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DTAL 067 UE" m. 2s: 
controverted, We have undeniably made, by many 
perſonal Tranſgreſſions, his Apoſtacy our own.— 


Inforauch, that all have ſinned ; have forfeited . 


their Happineſs, and are become obnoxious to 
Puniſnment. „ Han 
Man being thus ruined, none could recover Him, - 
except his injured MAKER. But ſhall He be 
recovered, {hat He be reſtored, without ſuffering i 
the Puniſhment, due to his Crime, and threatened ' 
by his CREAT O R ?—What'then will become 
of the Juſtice of the Divine LAWGIVER?: 
And how ſhall the Hbnour of his Holy Law be main- - 
tained ? At this rate, who would reverence its Au- 
thority, or fear to violate its Precepts Sinners 
might be emboldened to multiply their Tranſgreſ- 
ſions; and tempted to think, that the GO D of 
immaculate Holineſs, the GOD of unchangeable 
Veracity, is altogether- ſuch an One as themſelves v. 
Does it not appear needful, that home Expedient 
be deviſed, in order to prevent theſe diſhonourable: 


and horrid Conſequences ? 


hea Procted and o inform Us, "was the eben. 


| ent 1 is. . 7 al 81 


' Aſp. Ts ens ths | Digniey: bf the lupe 
Adminiſtration, yet reſcue Mankind from utter De- 
ſtruction, this admirable Purpoſe was formed, and 
it the Fulnefs of Time executed. The ſecond Per-. 
ſon of the ever-bleſſed TRINITY unites the- 
Ae Nature to! the e- Divide 5 JS . to 


Q ; This v was DG the Caſe, as We a are oinbemed by 
the. SE AR CHER of Hearts, when, on a particular Oc- 
cafion, Puniſhment was only retarded. How much more 
would. ſuch Impious Opinions have prevailed, if, on this 


grand Act of Diſobedience, Wurd had ou intirely 
for born“? Pal. 1. 21. 
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he bliaations. 1 
falle for, all their Guilt, In thi 
ſaxms.a. perfe,Obedicnee,. and un 


tence, of Heath: makes 2, full e 
Sins, and eſtabliſhes their Title to Life. —By which 


. Wag F e e ee 


the, ph Ba Glory of 415 the divine 1 

This. is what. We mean by CHRIS T's, Satiſ- 
P's hl And this I. ſhould. imagine, wants, no 
Recammsndation 10 gur ungrejudiced Regſem; as, I. 


t delighefully accommodated to our 


s of, Sexigtpre, and Mluſtrated by a 
Variety of very ſignificant, Images... 


Der. Pray, let me be favoured ah, ſome of your 10 


ſcriptural: Images, —After which, We: may enquire, 


whether: Sens ma nd ſhe des 45 . 
7 fon. 0 OH 11 2:95 2 Ita: ET ob Fark 
"Gp Wie iu. Neben of . 


Gamtivity on Miſery, by Purchaſe,. by Exchange, 
A Conſideration. 


| 4 yy ang 2 e the 7 * Body of, 
| Hillen, how. POD it 


23 8577 TT AT 4 
"Ti. By aging, a Brice 5 Ra þ rr 


__ wared the Captives, which were taken by Hangibal, 
He tranſmitted the Sum required, Rees . were 


d fr 1 heme 1 
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r : ftrily true, when 50 


It is. alſo confirmed by many. 


Ther. To ranſom, | is to redeem. any One NY 
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ners by our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Or 


uA kLeseeE in w 
App. Such is the Redemption ꝓrocured for- Sin- 


ſuch a Nature, (though ineomparably more gran 


and auguſt in all its Circumſtances) and expreſſed 


by the very fame Word a. The Ben Wir chme, 


not to be min ereil unto, hut ee W 


his Life ug Ver e 


S Hh Ws}. 


mail atiefattery Price. In 8 eee, of which, 


our Freedom from Death, from Hell, from every 


penal Eyil-i is granted. Ye are. redeemed: x, ſays. the 
Apoſtle, not with corruptible Thing 5s Sitver and Gelg, | 
but with: the. precious Blaod of C 1 RIS 72. Let. me 
add one Text more; which, in the ſame Style of 
commutative Tuſtice, | aſſerts the ſame Truth. 
CHRIST bas redeemed Us , not by way of En- 

9285 . 


— 
D Waller x "the Ing: emofthenes. 
Ey w N n abe d TY” why Fer = The Are the 
Words of St. Paul, Eph. i. 7. Tol this iper- 
tant Point, and to firml;ari/ſer che comfortable: Idea · to 
our Minds, the ſacred Writers abound -injthris Phraſeolo- 
175 Luke i. 68. ii. 38. Xxiy, 21. an. Iii. * 


ths LSD DB 1111. 5 0 I: 5 


it, li. 4,—Heb. IX: 1. 
TAC 118, We dave n SSA DKS 
afediarthis jau Hignificatie prota of abe wenne 
Writers in the W oxld ; | 
Et 2 rat rem Pollus 85 y — redemit. . I * 
1 Gal. ii. 1 4. *. Frou We are ſaid to be — 


| , Cons vi. 20. Not in a metaphorical Senſe, but really 


ad oe operly. For, her the, Price i is megtioged.; in A 
z tt Peter the | | 


J. 18, rg.” * A . 
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treaty, but; by paying a Redemption-Price. He 


"hath bought, not begged Us off, from: the e 
1 Kuen. "et F riend, 5 55 
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| | R r The Fund o then 
Hav ns inexhauſtible exhauſted Fund, 
| Anazin and ama d, Pour d Forth the Prices, 
Al Price beyond. Though curious to Oy 
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Wer. Hold a little, ge Aſpaſio 70. Confider t the 
cee of what You maintain. If there was 
2 Ranſom in the Cafe," to Whom was it paid 2— The 
Devil had led Sinners eaptive. They are ſaid to de 
"the Slaves of Satan. And ſhall the bleſſed FESUS 
ay his Life to that accurfed Fiend? Shocking to 
© imagine |—Yet, ſhocking as it is, it muſt follow 
n your own, and your Poet's Aſſertion. <a 
"Aſp. You mifapprehend the Caſe, Theron.” The 
| ah was paid to GO D. Tn haſt redeemed 
Us to G0 D , is the Confeſſion of the Saints in 
. Light. —He is che great Law-giver, againſt whom 
our Sins are committed t. He is the great Houſholder, 
to whom the Debt i is due ||. Satisfaction, therefore, 
©: was made to the divine Law, ' and to the divine 
e tice. The one of which was offended; the 
biber 2 3 and both concurred to denounce 
the zlor's Doom. of which Doom Satan 
—— Executioner. Whoſe Ma- 
lignity, and implacable Rage, GO D is pleaſed to 
make the e of Pen his Ven eanc 


- : 24 2 x. ys "I 3k 
2 WT An 7 181 1 oP 915 & £1 3:21 DEFY 0 
* * 


=. 14 2 5 2 Wa 9222 A 4; « p74 2 + 845 TX} 

1 2 3 r * gh 18. „. Ne * og . v. 9 
| , F 4 1 8 * # 6-48 

I 075 wii, „ th. 


FL 


the 


7 5 F 
ads We hs. 1 * * 1e Fc 1 
1e 3 


DIALOGUE W 
As He 3 uſed the idolatrous Kings of Aria 


and Babylon, to chaſtiſe the diſobedient Hſraelites. 
MI hen We were without Strength &, utterly ruined, 


— abſolutely helpleſs when None: in Heaven or 


Earth, could afford Us any . Succour — then 

LORD FESUS:GHRIST. moſt. graciouſly 
and moſt ſeaſonably interpoſed. He aid, as it is 
very emphatically repreſented. by Elihu; Deliver 
them from going down into the Pit; 1 have found a 
| Ranſom. . He did, what is very a de- 
N by our Engliſh Cafes: JING 


* 
iz * 
Hf — 


de Ju 281 1 


22 1 r 3 Mans: b is ; moſt 2 


hat ſatisfy for Man, be judg d, 3 FIR 35 
And dying riſe; and riſing with Him raiſe © «+ 
His ihe ran fond wich 2 run lacy _ t. 


Tes Bu prey aum Fun allow; chat CHRIST 
8 FURY and properly GOD? 1s © 5 

We not only alloweit, but We ĩnſiſt upon it, 

* e ur boaſt of it. This is the very Fouh- 

a ' Cation! of 7s Merit, and the Support of or Hope. 
They. This mayaggrandize theMerit of CHRIST, 
but it will increaſe the Difficulty of your Taſk. For, 
according to this Opinion, CHRTST muſt make 
Satisfaction to Hume. And is not chis a Practice 
"quite unprecedented? A Notion perfectly abſurd? 
"Aſp: It is quite unpreeedentec, Fou ſay. On 
this Point, 1 ſhall not vehemently contend. Only 
let me mention one Inſtance. Zaleucus, You know, 
' the e of the Locrihni; made à Decree, That 


_ {7 4873) len au 9 22 07.900 29/2 ee 


F Shea! i 5 173.7 
8 8 2 : ; £ . + * * * : 2 * "+ 4 
i un a 18 5 % 11.24 Fl 1 Mix er. : 


9 


* O m. 
mibel with ehe 15610 of boch — Boon kts 
«this EftabKſhmertt, the Logillator's on en was 


be Worſe than Wee unkappy Teulh.— 
>Shonld He pardon ſo noterious 4a Delinquent? 
his vou defeat the Deſign Skehis ſalutary Inti 
tution.— To avoid both. theſe⸗ nconveniencies, He 
ordered one of his own Eyes to be pulled out, and 
one of his Son's. \'By which Means, the Riglrts of 
Juſtice were prtſer ved invidlate ; yet the Fender- 
neſs of n Parent. Was remarkably indulged, . And 
may We not venture 40 ſay ! That, in this Caſe, 


Zaleucus both received and made the Satisfaction. 


* r. Adee wr He 
* as a Father. CLE] 82 a den. bas: vin: 
Der I cannot W . ROW! ug of the Fa- 
her ae, ak Degree a Jo £ 


4 Aegi oblige me to give up my IIluſtration. —Ne- 


Feat th 


**=Certainty 


— 


Hed in che very Pact, and brought toa : 
«public Trial Ho er Proadet, in : 


ut 80. Four Objegion, Lack confeſs, bew 


* „ what my Friend urges againſt the Pro- 
& io * nds. CSE the 


DIALOGUE III. 65 
eee For, GHRIST and his 1 


Perſon. They N 


7a * F 2 | | 
a WW they. the Members: o intimately united to Him, 
in chat they are Bone of, his Bone, W of $5 feb 


3 — Virtue of Which Union, th eir Sins were pu- 
niſhed in. Him; and by. hy owes they are healed, 4. 


5 they obtain Impunity and Lif A! alflenilgss” 
it! Though there may be nothing, in the Procedure 
ſti· of Men, which bears any Reſemblance to this Mi- 

He racle of heavenly Goodneſs; it receives a ſufficient | 


Confirmation from the Language of Scripture. 
He, ho wrote as an:Amanuenſs to the unerring 
SPIRIT, has declared; That GOD: was in 
CHRIST, reconciling the Werld—unto Wham? * 
Unto ſome third Party? No; but reconciling it, 
by the Death and Obedience of CHRIS T unto 
Himſelf t. And I can very readily grant, that this 
divine Exertion of Benignity and Wiſdom, ſhould 


Fa be without a Pr. „ and without 2 ſarallel * 

a: Difficultics,.. I own, may attend the: Explication 
red, of this Article; or be interwoven with its Conſe- 
ex- . 8 But ſince our Apprehenſions of heàvenly 
lt hings, eſpecially | of the adorable TRIN LEY, 


rer. are fo obſcure and inadequate, We may very eaſily 
eit Wl filtake; and fanſy Arat to be N m—_ rim 
* Vor. * ” 1 05 gc . TE 27 010 ef n \ 


7 4 * a 2 * % W f % * 
wm : * K+ 2 0 12 Ph L 


4 bpb. v. "Y on 6 Ii, l . e 


o i. 20. 4 28.0 1 wk * VS 12 { 8. 28 146,07 2 * 8 abel 14 


of JEROVAR, and Ker of Adios, 
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® DIALOGUE'M. 
only great, wonderful, an incomprehenſible . 
Nos let me be thought preſumptuous, if 1 venture 


14 


tO add; That it will be impoſſible, for all the 8a 


ity in the World, to prove this Doctrine an Ab. 
ſurdity, though it fhould ever remain an znexplicabl: 
Myſtery —How many Phænomena in the Works of i 
external Nature, are confeſſedly myſterious and in. 
_ explicable ! As to the Reality of their Exiftence, Ml 
they challenge, they command our Aſſent; as to 
the Manner of their Exiſtence, they baffle all om 
RNeſearches; and defy our utmoſt Penetration. K 

terefore che Point under Debate, be fully and in- 
eonteſtably revealed in the Bible, We muſt renounce 
eee e We wo ny act the 
. Gn 8 
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great ranſaction, is no Objection to its Truth and 
25 is rather a Clreniidtines. which perfect 
. the Teſtimony of the inſpired Writers; and 
affords, in my e an anenfyerable Argument i for 
We vine Ori 7 yr ere 
F agrees with the 7 wny of the infoired Writers; who 
Kull che Work of our — not only at, but «PL 
_ atfelf le the Wiſdom 0D his Wiſdom ir F 
A Pi even bis hidden W iſdom! Or that deep myſte- 4 
18 lan, Which has every Character of the moſt con- 
mmate Wiſdom ; which was lon g concealed from Apes 
fl Generations; and appears, now revealed, to con- 
AQHA Series of Wonders, 2s no Underſtanding of 
an or Angel can fully: penetrate, 1 Cor- ic 7. 
elt affords an n Argument for cheadivvine 00 
a 205 of eng. Since it was inſinitely too deep for 
the Contrivance of Move, and Angels ;. es it is abſo. 
— . dyerable by the ow ſagacious of created 
gendes: leu could it be known, but by Manife 
tation from above? Fence could it take its Riſe, hu 
| from an of] Nei Revelation . 
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8 oof By WT. called, nay, the incomprebenfible Nature of: 


- _— 
— PEA IenSIn —[— — — . —ñ ——— — 
* . 


BTALOGUE m. B 


1 £ 4# * 
950 41 oe. * * 141 


u, Let Us foe then, Whether it be o fully 
Sa- and inconteſtably revealed in the Bible. Vou have 


given me; as yet, but one of your ſcriptural Images. 
Aßp. I have another at your Service. C HRT FT 
= is called' an Hig Pri. What do me to a 
me Nature of the Prieſtly Office? 4 
Dir. The Buſineſs of the Prieſt * 1 ant 
hend, To offer Cy and to mike nenne 
for the People. 

Ap. Very true: and o RIS 7 could n not with 
any Propriety, receive this Appellation, if He had 
been defective in performing either of the ſacerdotal 
Functions. Now, that he offered no ſuch Victim 

as ſlain Beaſts, is univerſally acknowledged. We 

might preſume therefore, even though We had nor 

the Authority of an Apoſtle to aſſure us, That He 

offered. MENTS DE, through top efernat. enden 
to G0 Dx. LODG; 


fed The Croſs, mall I "Ry + 7 Rather his divine Na- 
and ture was the Altar. His Soul and Body, each im- 
vt fr . ene were the Holscauſt. Theſe He re- 
. who : G 2 13 *N | enn 
S RTE I 

m int een e 1: . „ Heb. in. ms 

nyſte· + The Cro/s is, by ſome Authors, Hed The dhar. 
t eon⸗ Bur, I think, improperly, This Notion ſeems to have 
Ages 12 og from, 'or given riſe to; the Popeſb Practice of 
> con. olizinp — Crulifie Arteſt; it counitenances ſuch a 
ing ol Kind foppiſh or er Caceit dus Devotion, more than a 
. 9 Writer could wiſh.—It was the P 5 
ve Ori- che Altar, to ani rr Gi. This therefore, When re- 
ep for ferted'to our LOR D's Sacrifice, is à far more exalted 
5 abſo. Office, ran We dare aſeribe to the  Dr/Irument of his 
create? BY Suffering.” This mult be che Honour and Prerogative of 
anifel WH his DIV INE NATURE, :which did indeed fanRil 

e, but the great Oblation: gave it Dignity, a Merit, an 


5, unſpeakable and n. 


1 


3 DIALOGUE iI 
ſigned; the one, to deadly Wounds; the other, to 
inexpreſſible Anguiſn; and both, to be "inſtead of 
all whole Burnt- Offerings. — On this invaluable 
Qblation, his Interceſſion at the Right-hand of his 
| FATRH ER. in founded; ſrem this it derives that 
wailing Efficacy. Which is the Security of his 
| ſtanding, and the Resoyery alte fallen Diſciples. 
iv me Leave te aſt farther. is your Idea 
of a Sacrifice? When biene was ſlain at the 
Altar, eld was the es of n memorable 
Action? 11 989 5 5 25 14 Ar 3 5152 YA 1.3 of N 
De Ther. Spe "arry if We e 44 eredit Msi 
Account , to he. the Indignation of ſome Ele- 
mientary Deity ; and thereby obtain a propitiou. 
Gale, fer the wind- bound Fleet, and confederate 
Forces of Greece. But, I hope, Vou would not 
make tflat folemm Butchery of the royal Virgin, a 
Pattern for the ſupreme Gaodneſs; hor the Prac- 
tice of groſs Molnters, a Model for the Wien 
3 ere, a ＋ Na 1 Er) 17 1 W. : «27-4 
Mp” By; noimeans, <7 | 
ru ena. the Criſto of + afering Saotifices ob 
taingd;, among the maſt Eultivated Nations of the 
Heathen W orld—That theſe Sacri fices were ffe- 
quently c of the vicaxibur Kind; in which the Vic- 
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1 — 8 dhe Cuſtom, of Saczifice 
| and the prevailing Opinion concerning them; Fucrin 


tantumm nufiq ua amplius dalituras Domus, Piamentum, —W lat 
vr are to underſtand; by Piamentum, dur Author himſelf 
explains, in the preceding Clauſe ; Pricguid Matri dolor 
Aim Fuerity in the thanfrrit 1 feu Avi, in me. TO 
which his judivious Commentator Zipfine, from-an exten- 
8 r. adds ; ee ' gal 
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tim was ſubſtituted, inſtead of the Offerer; and the 
former being cut off, the latter was diſcharged from 


Punifhment—Conſequent!y, that the Claſſic Authors 


would (in caſe there was any Need of ſuch Auxili- 
aries) join with the Tacred Writers, to declare the 


Expeienty, and explain the Vurure of Sacriflces.— 
This alſo You will permit me to add; That, if the 


: Heathens talk ſenſibly on any Part of relle gious Wor- 
mip, it is on the Subject of Sacrifices. Their Sen⸗ 


timents concerning Aten  Oblitions, feeni to be 
the faint and dictant Echo, of Revelation. T have 


_ uſually conſidered them, not as the e of 


mere eaſon, but 45 the Remains of” fone d fo okefi 
Tradition: - 0 DITDRTINGS WIL. 
ewe we trübe and moſt OL Sip Hifi- 
tation of x Satridce, is to be learned frotn the Netolſb 
Ritual, explained by the Goſpel Comment. Do You 

rene, the * * Account of that Ordinance ? ” 
x BL i Ec * Means 01 © Ther, 


* 
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The 8 A dhe eme confolatory Kpidle. FN 
another Sentence, * 7 * ** our Purpoſe; 'Nobilitatur - 


omnium Carminihus,' 9 S ugs vicariam dedit.— 
Juvenal, ſpeakin ing of {re me Va, * exprefſes WW 
in very Ae Language Such às thews Us, 


the utmoſt. Clearngſ. — Mee r. the Antierlte | 


meant, when they affirmed of a. ſuffering or ek Per- 
ſon, That ; Te gave. Himſelf for. A "NEE 5 


ar ſubeuntem Fata Nr 


3 


 Aleftim, is femilis 77 Permutatio deturs = 25 VE | 


There is a Paſſage in Livy, which mold of all deſerves 


our Notice, As it ſeems. to imply a popular Belief of 


the Dignity, the more than human, Dignity of the Sa- 
ifice which: Was neceffary to 45921 the Wrath ol 


Heaven. Itirelates to Detis, zdevotihg Rimſelf elf fer the 


blic Good; Con ectus ab utrague Acie, aliquanto au · 
SON humano he cuts Colo miſſus, Piaculim « omni 
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Der. Vou are much better acquainted, Actaſo, 
with - thoſe ſacred Antiquities ; and can give the 
moſt ſatisfactory Information, with: regard. to: this 
Particular. Only let me remind Yau, . That ms 
are ſtyled Offerings; and Praiſes, both in the pro- 
phetical and eyangelical Writings, FOE, voor. the 
Denomination of Sacrifices. 
_. Mp, Though Praiſes and ur are - fiyled $acris 


| fices, 4 had not of the propitiatory, but euchariflic 


Kind. They are neyer ſaid to expiate Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, only are repreſented as acceptable to GO 


ictim, wh hoſe Merits both cancel our Guilt, 


and commend our Services! According 8 
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Der. Stay a Moment, Aßpaſio. Let me recollect 
myſelf.— This may be the Meaning of Bacrifices, ax 
. by Moſes, and ſolemnized among the Fews. 

. Hacrifices were a ſymbolical Addreſs to GOD; 
66 intended to expreſs before Him the Devotion, 
« — Diſpoſitions, and Deſires of the 
Heart, hp . e e e He.. 
0 « tions.” SR RE 
” This is the firſt Tims, 1 cer kid *F a 72 
balicat Aare to G OD... Sacrifices were, if you 
pleaſe, a real Addreſs to GON, attended with 
fignificant Ceremonies, or expreflive Symbols. 
«© They expreſſed, You ſay, the Devotion, Af. 
c fections, Diſpoſitions, and Deſires of the Heart.“ 
1 rather think, they expreſſed the Guilt and the 
Faith of the Offerer. His Guilt; this ſeems to be 
intimated, by the very Names of the propitiatory 
$acrifices. The Sin and the Sacrifice, the offend - 
ing A Won and the platon 15 FOE 1 25 
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PH ACOGUE Rk 85 
by one and the fame Word *. It is ſomewhat more 
chan intimated, by the Occaſion of the Offering, 
and the State of the Offerer. Since it was only on 
account. of Guilt contracted, that piacular Obla- 
s were made ; and only from a guilty Perſon, 
— were required. His Faith; tor: ſirm Belief, 
that ceremonial Guilt, which ſhut Him out from 
the Communion of the viſeble Church, and ſub- 
jected Him tos the Infliction of temporal Judgments, 


f was removed by theſe; but that moral Guilt, which 


defiles the Soul, and excludes from Heaven, ſhould 
be purged by ſome better Sacrifice than theſe fn 
the Exexciſe of this Faith, Ael offered up a more 
acceptable Sacrifice than- Cain; and without this 
Faith, exerciſed in ſome Nen it or nb 


to pleaſe & OD. 


Ther. If you Alike this 3 2 "x5" ng 
take another. Which, as well as the preceding, 


I have learned from an eminent Pen. The Prieſt 


made Atonement for Sin, by ſaerificing a Beaſt, 
« only. as that was @ Sign and Teſtimony 8 the 


4 Sacrificer's pure and upright Heart. 


- #/þ. So then you would aſcribe a1 che Efficacy 
of Sacrifices,. to the Purity and Uprightneſs of the 
Sacrificer. Whereas, I think, they had no Share 


at all in cke Matter. The Types were effectual, 
enh by virtue of their Connection with the great 


Sacrifice—ordained, in the eternal Coumſels of I E- 
eee 1 n 8 Ig Mak 


By rue denotes a Six, e-bug | Lev. n 
On ann the Tre/paſe,, and che Trepa/i-Offeringe 

7 They ſoofified fe the purifying of the Fleſh, Heb. ix. 
43. But could not make Him that did the Service n 
.. to the Con/ciance, Heb. ix. 9. 


Ex 


DIALOGUE Mt. 


HIGH was made Fleſh—offered, when the bleſſe 
to 9 were ſo far from being 
eee Oblation, that they acted 
in perpetual Subſerviency'to it, and derived all their 
1 e fromit The) Were the Shadow, but the 
Bedy was HRT S7: And dees not 0 formet 
coe ul its Exiflence to che latter? 

«Tf: Saeribees were intended to e Kiebpric 
of Heart; 'methinks,'the State of Iunocency had been 
the-propereft Period, for their Inſtitution and Ob- 
lation But this awful Ceremony had no Exift- 
"e168, till Man was fallen, dia committed. 
Er intended tel denote: Bart of. Heart, why ſhould 
Sacrifices he par on that ſolemn 
Day, when Confeſſion was made of all the Sins *, 
of the whole Congregation?” An oddly concertcl 

Device this ; in which the Tongue muſt contradid, 
hat the Ceremony would recognize! 
Ho; could ie be proper, after the Violdrion et 
ſome Lag or the Neglea of ſome Ordinance, im- 
mediately to go and oer a Sacrifice? What would 
be t Language of ſueh a Practice; as interpreted 
dy your eminent Pen? I have done wickedly, 
put my Heart ie, pure and upright.” Is this 
ent wirkt the Spirie of Humility, of Modeſty, 
53 1s this the Way:of giving 
> UP of taking Shame to ourſelves? 
| 7 N the gars e be a: typical Expit- 
Frick the chis 3 is the Significancy of the Action. 
— confeſs myſelf guilty. >: [Puniſhment 
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d Himſelf, to be led as a Lamb a 


þ 3 a . 08 * 180 43 3 % ; 


6d eech Thee, on my Vittim . That thy- Juſtice 
mb « being ere and thy Law ſatisfied, 


Mercy may be: honourably men 
2 6c givenelſs/?* ne men n 2146 maten A 

1 . 
is there, between the Profeſſio | 
an Animal mortally wounded; nb weng _ 
own Blood; and ſtruggling in the Agonies f 


rity Death ?-—W hereas, between. theſe dying Pangs, 
een and the Puniſhment due to Sin, or the Sorrows ſuſ- 
Ob- tained by the erucified S AVIO UR, there is an 
iſt⸗ apparent, a ſtriking, and, im various — 


edifying Reſemblance. : 1 OX £52250 5 N 
Ther. They declared, perhaps, the 8. 


Readineſs and Reſolution; to ſay the Brute in Him- 
ele, and-t6 lay donn his Life. in:-Adheretice cs 
GOD So, ks REF 1:25 2:1 354 4 V5 5 L328 


Ty . Aſp. I don't remember; to haveſſeeh n aflerted 
Af 7 in the Bible; neither have I met with any Hint, 
s of to countenance ſuch àn Interpretation. It ſeems, 
Im. in ſome Caſes, to be intompatible with the very 


Nature of Things, and contrary to the expreſs 
Declarations of Scripture. Duet, Vou know, 
Lane, and Sheep, vrere offered in Sacrifice. But 


dly, 
his bell we ſay the Lamb, che Dove, che Sheep in 
ky; Ourſelves ? So far from it, that CHRIS Dif. 
4 eples are either deſcribed by theſe Creatures, or 
wp commanded to imitate their Properties. Be ye harm- 
bie. %, Down 17 Pater, * my Tam e uh Sheep, 
8 Ive + TR | ets 05G yy bas 
eg hind ee hating wy *  Suppoling, 
hes 0 What "kg Safi dann LearnitigyBo-. 
rech chart ? Hoc eodem Ritu 7 4 Dai ÞP Percaror phe ana 
F | petebat ian Viftime Caput, uam up Loc 
4: Ts J Endes öle. Tom. J. Lib. ii. Cap, 54. 


2 1 5 — 8. Jöhn K. 27, 


mary Intention, and ultimate End, were: widely 


npaſhons, and much better adapted to the 
Comfort of Mankind: They weren awftl bn. 
Aicatiun, that Death was the Wages of Sin: At 
the ſame Time, a chearing Declaration, that GOD 
was pleaſed: to accept the Death of the Animal, 
inſtead of the Sinner'sg a figurative. Repreſentation* 
alſo of that illuſtrious PERSON, who was 15 
bear the Sin ov; te: ne Pug: out his Soul go Tran: 

cd ant agdtioc ee wii. 
: "Ther. Since eee a religious Nature 
| not onhy be inſtructive and benefwial in 


. =. 


t:cir. Tendency ; ; but have their due Effects, with 


brought them. too 1-avad 15294. : Sidi 

£4: They had, in all theſe 1 3 = 
Effects—with regard; ty, GOD that his Juſtice 
might be imagnified;; and his Anger appeaſed—to 
Sinz that its Demerit might be diſplayed, yet its 
Guilt be done away to the Perſon who brought them; 


that he might receite Remiſſion of moms —_— 


vith Peace and Joy in believng. 
3 nne Nad xd bg dil 8 
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Der. There are fo many Sorts of Sacrifices, ap- 
pointed in the Few Rubric, that I am at a Loſs 
for a diſtinct Idea; unleſs ſome one be Gngled outs 
and ſeparately conſidered. „ 
Ap. Among all the Suctifites-inftituted by Moſes, 
none e eee typefied the bleſſed 'FE- 
ss; none more appoſitely expreſſed the Benefits 
of his Oblation; than the Lamù ſlain at the Feaſt 
of the Paſſover, and: mg OI on _ _y of 
Atenement © m ni Foo 
An Expoſitor, | ds cannot be — 4 
W given Us this Interpretation of the Paſchal Lamb; 
CHRIS 8 75 aur 3 75 {qo far Li *. + De- | 
tis” an wg 

| N | N Þ p Ry 54 18 . * 

r 1 Car v v. 705 - Would any One beuge v. — , Paul 
our Paſſover is ificed for Us. I thank, may 
be, Wn 2 . laid, 15 5 e which 
ſome Perſons give of C HRIS 59% Satisfaction: ſince 
Paul actually ſacrificed his Life; in Confirmation of the 
Truth, and for the Good of the Church. Phil, ii. 17 
The very T ght of ſuch a 9 Abjyrdity, 3 
$00 painful an FG we for the ſetions Chriftian to dwell 
upon. I would therefore divert his Attention to a more 
pleaſing Conſideration. Let Him obſerve the exquiſite 
Skill, which, here and every where, conducts the Zeal 
of our inſpired Writer, The Odes of Pindar are cele- 
brated for their fne Tran/itiens; Which, though bold and 
ſurpriſing, are perfectly natural. We have,” in "this 
Place, a very maſterly Stroke of the” ſame Kind. The 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the 1 avi nal, ſlides into 
his darling Topic, a crucified 10 UR. "Who 
would have expected fuch a Sentiment, on ſuch an Oe 
caſon? Yet, when hu brought in, who does not ſee 
and admire, hoth the Propriety of its Application, and 
the Deligacy of its Introduction? — Witk the ſame. eaſy 
and graceful Air, our ſacred Orator enters upon his Sub- 
ject, Rotz. i. 14, 15; 16. With no leſs Dexterity and 
Addreſs He! petwrns\ tis. i it, .after à long But — 
Digrefion, Heb, vi. 20. compared with Heb. v. 10. 


2 DIALOGOUVUE mm | 
claring hereby That CHRIST is a real Sacri. 
ſice— That He was prefigured, in this Capacity, 
by the Paſchal Lamb That the Circumſtances, 
which diſtinguiſhed it, met in Him; and the Ad. 
vantages, which 'reſulted from „ were procured i 
b.. Him : hee, in their trueſt Import; rþ4/e, in theit 

largeſt Extent.— The Words of the Apoſtle ſpeak 
this Senſe, to the plaineſt ſimpleſt Reader. Where. 
=3, to extort any other Signification from them, 
what Subtilty of Wit, and what Refinement, or 
rather Violence of Criticiſm, mult be uſed! 
The Paſchal Lamb was without Blemſſb. Such 
was the LAM B of GO: free from all Taint 
of original Sin, and from every Spot of actual 

8 Franſgreſſion.—A Lamb of the fir? Year, in all the 

Sͤßprightlineſs and Floridity of Vöuth-. CHRIST 

alfo laid down his Life, not when worn with Age, 
or debilitated with Sickneſs; but in the very Prime 
of his Days; amidſt all the Bloom of Health, and 
alt the Vi; dur of Manhood, Tat his Sacrifice 
might have every. "recomhinen ing © Eireumſtance, 
which could render it A 105 8 0 D,, and 
435 for Man. 

1 i Tan was ts be gain in ſuch e 
might occaſion the moſt copious Effuſin . of its Blood. 
And was net this very exactly fulfilled i. in our ſuf- 
firing S IOURT His Blood! flowed out, in 

Lal Abundance, © by” the” anizzihg Sweat in the 
Garden; by the r Laſhes of 

by the lacerating Points of the Thornss by the 

dreadful Nails, which cleft his Hands und his Feet; 

by the deadly Spear, which ripped open his Side, 

a and cut its Way to his Heart.— Though the Blood 

uur wald We W 4 rn Lamb was 

22 2 ae 
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not to be broken, And You cannot but recollect, 
You cannot but admire, the wonderful Interpo- 


(dition of Providence, to accompliſh this emblema- 


WS tical Prediction. When the Soldiers had received 
Command, to break the Legs of the three cru- 
cited Perſons; when they had actually broke the 
Legs of each Malefactor, which hung on the right 
Side of our LORD, and on the left; their Minds 
were over-ruled (by a divine Influence, no doubt) 
to ſpare the bleſſed FESUS, and to leave all his 
Bones unhurt, untouched. 

The Lamb was to be killed before. the whale 48 
= /embly ; in the Preſence, either of the whole Con- 
gregation of Lfrael, or elſe of that particular Society, 
W which concurred in eating the Fleſh. And did not 
W the whole. Multitude of the Jews conſpire againſt 
our REDEEMER, to put Him to death? Did 
ckey not all cry. out, as with one Voice? Crucify 
Him Cruciſy Him! Was He not executed, at one 
of their grand Feſtivals, and in the Sight of tlie 
whole aſſembled Nation? The Blood was not to 
be poured heedleſſy upon the Ground, but received 
carefully into a Baſon; and ſprinkled, with the ut- - 
| moſt Punctuality. Sprinkled, not upon the Threy 
ſhold, but upon the Lintel and Door-poſts: In like 
Manner, the Blood of the heavenly LAM B, is 
not to be trampled under Foot, by a contemptuous- 
Diſregard. It is the, Treaſure of the Church, and 
the Medicine of Life. Ta" be: received: therefore 
dy an adoring Faith,” aud moſt thankfully” apptied 
to our Conſciences, our .Converſationy our Whole 
Man.— The Sprinkling of that ee 
e from the Tit Sen, 
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So, the Merits of the ſlaughtered S AVIOUR- Il 
ſcreen every believing Sinner, from the Stroke of 1 
offended Juſtice, and from the Pains of eternal Ml 
Death. What muſt have become of the Ifraelit, 
who, truſting to the Uprightneſs of his Heart, 
ſhould neglect to make uſe of this divinely appointed 

Safeguard ? He muſt inevitably have been puniſhed 
with 1 Death of his Firſt- born. Equally certain, 
but infinitely more dreadful, will be his Condem- 

nation; who, before the Omniſcient JUDGE, 
ſhall preſume to plead his own Integrity, or con- 
fide in his own Repentance, and en the Au. 
ment of the dying JESUS. 

Ther. Now, if You pleaſe, for the Sin-offering +; 
which ſeems to have been 4 moſt eminent Barr 
nice of them all. 

: Aſp. It was the moſt mp; 3 becauſe, it 
ſhadowed forth, not only the Death of CAR1ST, 
but his Reſurrection from the Dead, and his Aſcen- 


ſion into nn the various Actions of ſome 
1444 | = : illuſtrious 


3 . Boch 8t. Por and St. Paul ſpeak of The Blood of 
Sprinkling, 1 Pet. i. 2. Heb. xii. 24. Intimating, by 
this ann Pita of Speech, that the Death of 
CHRIST will be of wwiddvantage to the Sinner, unlefs 
it be applied to his Heart. As the Blood of, the Paſchal 
Lamb was no Protection to an {/-aelire, till it had tinged 
the Poſts of his Door. —1/aiah, _ the ſame Phraſe, 
aud alluding to the fame Cuſtom, ſays of our TOR? 

| FESUS CHRIST, He Shall. pri kl many Nations, lil 

Not only initiate them into his Church by Bap- 

Ain; but alſo, by the Application of his Blood; ſhall 

clause them from ved Gui ity and wy them from the 
Wrath to come. 

r. For ee ee 50. the 1 

e Reader will conſult Lev. xvi.— For thoſe which cof- 

| bee the Paſchal Lamb, He will have recourſe to Exod 
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Nuſtrious Perfonage, | which cannot be exhibited 
by the Painter in a ſingle Draught, are diſplayed in 
ſeveral Compartmentr; yet all conſtitute one and the 
ſame grand hiſtorical Picture. S0, theſe glorious- 
Events, incapable of being repreſented by any 
ſingle Animal, were typefied by #wo' Kids of the 
Goats : which nevertheleſs were reputed, but as 
 Fheſe Goats were brought to the Door of the Ta- 
bernacle, and there preſented before the LORD. 
1 CHRIST 
»How runs the divine Command? He (the High- 
Prieſt) Mall take of the Congregation two Kids of the Goats 
far @ Sin-offering. Lev. xvi. 55 Are notitheſe two Kids 
ſtyled, in the ſingular Number and collective Senſe, an 
Offering? — That We might not miſtake, GOD is 
leafed to add; Aud one Ram fer a Burnt-offering. Here 
| He particularly mentions oze 3 to inform Us, that the 
one Ram in this Inſtitution, and the two Goats in the 
preceding, were to come under the ſame gener! Dens- 
mination, An Offering. To render his Meaning ſtill 
more apparent; the LORD, contrary to his own Rule 
in all other Caſes, orders the High-Prieſt to /ay his Hands: 
upon the Head of the Scape-Goer, not upon the Head of 
the Goat devoted to Death. He divides:the neceſſary 
Circumſtances of a- Sacrifice between them 40th. To 
imimate, im the cleareſt Manner, that neither -the One 
nor the Other &parare,. but both zakzr-together,: were the 
2 ſacnficial Qblation,. appointed for:this diſtinguiſhed- 
ABN i ooo onde orig at al do aaioy Hoax 
Tf'this be true, I think, the Paſſage is a pretty con- 
| fiderable-Proof,  'Dhat ionement was made by ſuffering 
wcarious Puniſhment; notwithſtanding what has been 
urged againſt it, from the tenth Verſe of the Chapter. 
ould We require human Authority for: the Support of 
this Interpretation, one of the greateſt human Authari- . 
ties may he ſeen in the celebrated Witfus <: Utergae Hir-- 
"ur Pertinebat ad unum Sacrificimm pro Peceato,, Hoſtiee univs 
loco... Utergue erat Pecus Hearn wicaria Ijraeli; Pace. 
2 


2 ejuſque Paccatum Ferens. e Oecon. Lib. IV. Cap. 


— 
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CHRIS alſo ꝓreſented Himſelf before GOD, 


ten ly the "Prophets: concerning Him might he accon- 


ted, to Death. CHRIST alſo, be- 


i ing delivered: by the determinate: Counſel and - For: 


nowledgt of EO +, was crucified and flain.— 
The Body was burnt without the Camp. Which 
pointed at the very Place, and pictured out the very 
Nature, of our LO R D's: Sufferings. For H. 


ffered without the Gate . was there expoſed to the 


Rage of Men, and the Wrath of, G0 D ;- unde 
the moſt exquiſite PN of Body, and the mot 
inſupportable Agonies of Soul. All ſignificanth 
typeſied, by the Flame of a devouring Fire. Than 
which nothing is more fierce, nothing more pene- 
ü trating, or more ſeverely tormenting;: 
As the Animal which was ſlaughtered, ſhewel 
forth the REDEEMER Ming for tur Sins; thit 
which eſcaped, . prefigured-the fame. SAVIOUR, 
ring again far our Fuſtification. — The. High-Prict 
Put his Hands upon the Head of the Scape- Goat, 
"and witli great Solemnity, confeſſed the Sins of the 
whole Congregation. . The Import of. this Cere- 
mony is expreſſy declared in the ſacred Canon 
The Goat hall hear pen Him their Driquity l. It b 
moſt comfortably. explained by the Prophet, 4 
"LORD. laid an KuK. Higuity of Ls ally 3: and 
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moſt delightfully confirmed by the Apoſtle, He 
Himſelf bore our Sins in his own Body on the Tree * 
Confeſſion being made, the Goat was diſmiſſed 
into a Land not inhabited : a Place ſeparated from all 
Reſort of Men: where he was never likely to be 
found any more. To teach Us, That our OE - 
fences, having been expiated by the bleeding FE-> 
sos, are entirely done away; ſhall never riſe up 
W in judgment againſt Us; but, according to the 
Prophecy of Feremiah, When the Iniquity of Iſrael 
Pall be fought fer, there ſhall be none; and the Sins 
= f Judab, they ſhall not be found +.—It is farther 
= enjoined, That Aaron ſhall confeſs all the Iniquities 
F1 of the Children of Iſrael, and all their Tranſgreſſions, 
n all their Sins. Iniquities, Tranſgreſſions, Sins, are 
W particularized ; and, to this Cluſter of Expreſſions, 
che Word all is added. To inform Us, that the 
La Sins need the Atonement of CHRIST's 
Death; to aſſure. Us, that the greateſt Sins are not 
beyond the Compaſs of its Efficacy; and that 4107 
Sins, be they ever ſo heinous, or ever ſo nume- | 
rous, are forgiven to the true Bcliever. 
The High-Prieft carried the Blood of the Victim 
into the — Tabernacle, even within the Veil. 
So CHRIST entered with his own Blood, not into 
tie Holy Places made with Hands, but into Heaven 
| itſelf t. The Blood was ſprinkled upon the Mercy- 
ſeat, before the Mercy-ſeat ; and left in the Holy 
of Holies, that it might always remain before the 
LORD. And does not CHRIST always ap- 
bear in the Preſence of GOD for Us? Does He 
not ever live to make Interceflion for Us? To 
plead his all- ſufficient Fropitiation i in our Behalf? 
Vor, . H That 


* 1Pet, ü. 24. + Jer. 1. 20. f Heb. ix. 24. 


he the Benefits procured Wan may be com- 1 
municated, may be ratified, and perpetuated to his f 
TR $ EN - 


Ther. The Seripeuse afcribis, theſs' Bonefits, to 
Repentance and Reformation of Life, Qualifica- | 
tions of avr own; not to any ſuch Cauſe, as a vica- 
rious Sacrifice; where the Merit muft neceſſarily 
ſubſiſt in Amber. What ſays the Apoſtle Peter, 
when He had juſt received his Inſtructions fro 
the HOLY GHOST. Repent and be converted, 
not look unto an Atoneinent, or depend upon a 
Propitiation, that your Sins muy be blotted out *. 
Ab. Tis true, the Benefits of the new Covenant 
are promiſed to Penitents, as their happy Portion; 
but never aſſigned to their Repentance, as the pr: 
curing Canſe. Never to their Repentance, but tb 
the Blood of the great HIGH-PRIEST, called 
therefore The Bldod "of the everlaſting Covenant +: 
being the Condition ſtipulated i in it, required by it 
and in Confequence of which, = its unſpeakable 
e are beſtowed. 

Beſides; the Qualifications You ſuppoſe, ate the 

- Gift of the LORD. We are not able to exerciſe 
UN CHRIST, Who is exalted for this very Pur- 
Poſe, ; wer Repentanee HN Converfion'to GOD, 
andes LE Nene of Life, are not the Effect of hu- 

but the Work of the Divine 8 PI. 
RI T, tin: che Fruit of the RE DEE MER 
Death. Excluſive of this Death, there had been 
*ho fuch Thing, as à repenting Sinnef; or a fe- 
newed Soul. — The Merit of this Death opens tht 


Heaven of Heavens, and all its inexhauſtible Stores. 
: | By 


| Att "7 10. [Pak hi. 20. 1 "oF v. 31. 
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Y By this Death, by this alone, We have the En- 
: joyment of Grace, and the Hope of Glory. | 
Der. You begin to be in Raptures, Ajpaſia ! 
Aſp. Excuſe me, Theron. It is not eaſy to repreſs 


to the Sallies of Delight and Devotion, when we muſe 
. upon ſuch Wonders of Loving-kindneſs ; when We 
ca- are touched with a Senſe of ſuch. immenſely rich 
rily hy Benefits, A great HIGH-PRIEST 1 Who"; is 
ter, igber than the Heavens *; yet humbled Himſelf to 
rom Death, even the Bead uf the Croſs — Who is 
ted, i conſecrated fer euermore f; and pleads all his Merit, 
n » {WY improves = his Influence, . our conſummate 

W Felicity !. - 

Tant ä | 
hk What Heart of Seoue but glows as Thoughts like Theſe? 
pre Such Cantemplations mount Us, and ſhould mount 
it t6 The Mind flill higher; nor euer glance on Man 
alled Unraptur'd,  uninflan'd T. | 
it +: 
yy it But I check. myſelf; l eicher reply t to yur 
-able ObjeQions, or liſten to your Sentiments. Liſten 

: as attentively, as You Yourſelf adtend: to the Muſic 


of that fbrill-tongued Thruph. 

Ther, Its. Greetly-modulated Lay, eminent even 
in the Symphony of Spring, have indeed attracted. 
my Ears. But my mne and free for 
your Converſatian. 

App. I can repeat a gang, a far "IN this 
or all the Melody of the Woodland Choirs.” A 
Song, which has Harmony enough, © 
Brow.of: Melancholy awear a Smile, or to ſooth away 
wc Sorrows of Death itſelf. n. 

H 2 to 
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to the Charge of GOD's Blet? It is GOD that juſ- 
tifieth. Who is He that condemneth ? It is CHRIST 
that died; yea rather, that is riſen again; who is even 
at the Right-band of GOD; who alſo maketh Inter- 
ceſſion for Us *.—According to my Friend's Princi- 
ples, the Strain of this triumphant Exclamation was 
ill-judged, and ſhould have run in the following 
Manner: Who ſhall lay any thing to our Charge? 
We have endeayoured to preſerve a Rectitude of 
«© Diſpoſition, and to perſiſt in a laudable Courſe 
« of Action. Wherever We failed, We have 
been ſorry for the Fault, and have Wee Par- 
« don from the Divine MAI ESTV. What 
« then ſhall diſmay Us? Or who ſhall condemn 
« Us br Topics of Conſolation would be 
complete, without having recourſe to the Death of 
CHRIST; as an Atonement; for Sin; or to the 
Reſurrection of CHRIST, as an Evidence that 
the Atonement i is accepted; or to the Interceſſion 
of CHRIST, as the Cate: of our ras in n that 
tranſcendent Bleſſing. 4. 
Ther. Since You ſo ene mention, ande 
earneſtly inſiſt upon Atonement, I ſhould be glad to 
know the preciſe Signification of the Word. I am 
told, the original Phraſe has nothing to do wind the 
Idea of making Satisfaction. 
As. We may learn the precifiv? . of 
Atonement," by conſidering The Means; the E . 
fect; and the Manner, whereby the Means _ 
pliſh the Effect.— The Effect of Atonement, is 
Pardon The Means of obtaining it, are the 85 
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Alanner, whereby the Death of CHRIST be- 
comes efficacious for this bleſſed Purpoſe, is the 


L ſovereign Appointment of his FATHER; the 
infinite Dignity of his Perſon; and eſpecially the 
vicarious Nature of his Sufferings, or their being 


undergone in the Stead of Sinners. 

Ther. It has been ſuppoſed, and is affirmed too, 
that our SAVIOUR's Obedience and Death were 
conducive to our Redemption, only in virtue of His 


; | FATHER's Will and Appointment. 


| Ap. Tam glad it is ſome Other, and not wy The- 
Which is highly 


Perſon, and to the Merit of his Obedience. Nei- 
ther is it very honourable to the Wiſdom of the 


| FATHER}; unleſs We ſuppoſe Him therefore to 


have appointed the Death of CHRIST, becauſe 
He knew it would be a plenary Satisfaction; 1 fully 
ſufficient for the glorious Purpoſe. : 

And why ſhould We uſe that weak inadequate 
Expreſfion, conducive to our Redemption? Would 


any One ſay, of the holy and beautiful Houſe” 


which Solomon built, That it was conducive to the 
Accorapliſhment of what. Moſes foretold *? Da- 
vid's Proviſion of Stones, of Timber, and of Gold +, 

was, if You pleaſe, conducive to it. But Solomon's 
Act was per fective of it; was the very Execution of 
the Thing itſelf. Such are the Obedience and 
Death of CHRIST, with reſpea to our Redemp- 


tion, 


Ber. But We forget the original Word, and 


neglect to enquire into its true 8 | 


.4 x Chron. XXIEX- 3+ © 


* Exod. xv. 1 7. 
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Aſs. The Word, which Wes tranſlate Atonement, 
pniplics, in its primary Acceptation, the Notion or 
Covering. Thus the Ark was covered * WAS oer. 5 
laid with Pitth, within and without : that all its 


Chinks might be fecured, againſt the inſinuating 
Force of the Water; and all its Timber defended, 
from the Injuries of the liquid Element. When an 
Object, in chis or any theft Manner, is covered 
over for Safety ;- the Covering rectives every Shock, 
and ſaſtains all Damages, which would otherwiſe 
fall upon the Thing covered. The Image, there- 
fore, is very pettinently uſed, to expreſs the true 
Evangelical Natute.of Atonement z and the Word 
is uſed; with equal Proptiety; to deſcribe the Merq- 
feat f. Which was a coſtly Coverihg for the Ark, 
made of pure Gold; and exactly commenſurate to 
that ſacred Repoſitory; In this were lodged the 
Tables of the Law; whoſe Precepts We have vio- 
lated; and to whoſe'Curſt We were ſubject. Con- 
ſequently the Merey-ſeatz böth by its Situation, 
s Extent, and its Office; | prefigured the RE. 
DEEMER. Who, all pute and ſpotleſs, inter- 
venes between the Law and the Offender ; fulfils 
the Commands, and fuſtains the Curſe of the for- 
mer; merits Pardon, ad pens. Salvation for 
meaty: 
Obſerve Rows atom: Flovier. (Saving c enter 
_— our ragen with one + beautiful Colour, it ſud- 
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L * 4 
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* 


1 d Then Galt beficar coufer, or ae Gen, 
vi. 14. This is the firſt Place, in which our Word oc. 
curs. It is ſuppoſed to give Us the genuine and natiie 
Senſe of the Phraſe— Perhaps the English Expreſſion c- 
ver, may be derived from dhe P Participle "DJ copher. 
+ FD Exod. xxv. 7. 
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: W 4enly breaks, or graqually ſoftens . intq another, 
and gives Us a renewed Pleaſure. Such, methinks, 
is the Import of this delightfuk Word. —Beſides the 
WT preceding Signification, it is expreſſive of Haar- 
au. Which, in a ſerene, but ſhirp wintry 
Morning, covers the Houſes ; covers the Trees; 
WH covers the whole Face af the Earth. So, the Blood 
of FESUS, according to the Pſalmiſt's Repreſen- 
ation, covers + all our Guilt, and hides every Of- 
WW fence. Inſomuch that, when this Blood is applied 
W by the Divine SPIRIT, the LORD /ees no [4- 
= quity in Jacob 1. He acts, as if He faw none; 
neither puniſhes the Sinner, though his Conduct 
W bas been ever ſo criminal; nor abhors the Sinner, 
W though his Perſon has been ever ſo polluted. 
= The ſame Expreſſion is uſed with reference to a 
Crenget, and ſignifies the Abolition of the Contract |. 
Which was done by cancelling the Deed ; expung- 
ing the Articles of Stipulation, or reducing them 
to one intire Blot, By the Covenant of Works, 
all Mankind became obnoxious to Condempation ; 
| Bi wi nl nc ie PRE 
*) Pfal.” cxlvii. 16. The Idea deduced from 
Hoar-froſt, is not ſo exact and ſtriking, in our northern 
Clime, as in the more ſouthern Regions. There, the 
Exhalations and Dews being more copious, the Hoar- 


Froſt muſt fall thicker, lie deeper, and more fully cor- 
| reſpond with the Notion of Covering. | | 


: + Pſal. xxxii. 1. | 1 Numb. xxiii. 21. 
Jenly | ai. xxviii. 18. DD ebelebitur. Proprie ſonas, ob- 


linetur, obliterabitur. Eft enim D) Hebrais proprie quid 
obducere, atque inde (cum obd ucta tf oblita diſpareanth de- 
lere, abolere. (Thus, I apprehend, the Words ſhould be 
rd oC- pointed. According to the preſent Punctuation, at leaſt 
native in my Edition, I can make out neither Syntax nor Senſe.) 
; Alluditur hoc loco ad Fædera Scripto comprebenſa, que alo- 


%, price fron, Ji Ser hu igdhgectur, cancellagurs © 
* entiguetur, obliteretur. VITRING. in loc. Bro | 


* 
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were bound over to Death. By the Grace of I 
CHRIST, our Obligation to Puniſhment is diſ- 
annulled, and the Hand-writing of Condemnation 


is blotted out. — Should You aſk, How this is effected! 


By paying a Ranſom, and offering a 8 
anſom 


Should You farther enquire, Of what thi 


and this Sacrifice conſiſted ? Of nothing leſs than the 
precious Blood *, the ineſtimable Life +, the di 


vinely magnificent Perſon of CHRIST t. 
Ther. Theſe then are the capital Ideas included 
in the original Word, a Covering by way of De⸗ 
fence; a Covering by way of Concealmeng 3 ; andy 
Blotting, in order to cancel. 
Aſp. They are, Theron. — As the Brain (the? tn; 
of Senſation) ſends out various Detachments of 
Nerves, ' to animate and actuate all the Parts of the 
vital Syſtem: So, this capital Idea, the Idea of 
Atonement, branches itſelf into a Variety of ſubor- 
dinate, yet fimilar Significations. Which run 
through the whole Oeconomy of the Goſpel, to 
enliven and quicken the Spirit of a Believer. Let 
me inftance in a few Particulars. - This richly ſig- 
nificant Word denotes—The | Exerciſe of divine 
Mercy — The Pardon of Sin &— A Cleanſing 
from Guilt C— Purging from Tranſgreſſion + — 
Reconciliation for r Injquity ** — The Pacifying of 
55 18 9 Wrath. 


r 


AS, Nor b the Bled of Geats yo Calpe * by bis own 
Blood. Heb. ix. 12. 
Te Son of Man came to give his Life a Ae fo 
Many. Mark x. 4 .. 
t Who through the Swag S8 PIR IT offered Himſelt 
"as: Gor op GOD. e ir. 4. 


r Deut. W N x Chron. 
XXX. 18. © Numb. xxXV. 3 wy WP Pſal. Ixv. 3. 
wa Dan. i IX. 24 ; | 70 8 . 
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= Wrath *. Do not theſe Paſſages (each expreſſed 
by ſome Branch of the Verb, which conveys to Us 
the Idea of atoning) plainly intimate—That the 
== Atonement of CHRIST is the meritorious Cauſe 
of all theſe deſirable Effects; is the Foundation of 
BY ry Act of divine Goodneſs and of 1 — 


onckfaſed to AR a icy 


„ 


Ther. 4 all, this f is hi „Cie which | 


. prineipally offends and perplexes me 0 D is a 
W Spirit; an abſolutely perfect and infinitely pure Be- 


ing; remote, inconceivably remote, from whatever 
is groſs or corporeal. How then can He take plea- 


g | ſure, in the Effuſion of Blood, or the Burning of 


Fleſh ? How can any ſuch low carnal Inducements, 
make Him - merciful to Sinners; or appeaſe, * 
You call, his Wrath ? 


Aſp. Rather, what the Scriptures call his Wrath. 


b —You miſtake our Doctrine, my dear Theron. We 


never- maintain, that any. Sacrifice whatever, not 


even the Propitiation of CHRIS T's Death, was 
intended to mate GOD merciful. 
way for his eternal Purpoſes of Mercy +, without 
any Prejudice either to the Demands of his Law, 


Only to make 


or the Rights of his Juſtice. —Our Sentiments on 
this Head, are exactly conſonant to his own Decla- 
ration, and to his own Procedure, in the Caſe of 
Jo 8 e a F riends t. Thought diſpleaſed 


with 
Sag Ezek. xvi. * 


8 w DD 2175. d Pſal. Ixxviii. 38. Which, ex- 


atly tranſlated, ſpeaks to. this Effect. H E, Leing full 


of Compaſſion, - forgave "their Sins through" an Atonement. 
Being full of Compaſſion, here is the firſt impulſive Cauſe 
through an Atonement, this is the 5 appoinged Way 


—of "PR Forgiveneſs. _ 


1 See * li. 7, 8 
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- with their Conduct, He was merciful to their Per, 
ſons. Nevertheleſs, He would not exerciſe that 
Mercy, till they had firſt offered a Sacrifice, and . 

| added Faith in a dying SAVIOUR. 0 |= 

Neither is it ever ſuppoſed ; That the infinitely 
wiſe and pure GOD, can take Pleaſure in the Ef. 
fuſion of Blood, or the Burning of Fleſh, imp 
conſidered. This is diſclaimed by the HO LY 
GHOST; Burnt-offerings aud Offering for Sin 


Thou weorldefl not, © netther. had/t Pleaſure therein, effec 
The LORD had no Regard to them; took no the f 
Complaceney in them ; only as they bore a Refer- 

ence to that noble and ma Sacrifice, which | 7 
brings the higheſt Honour: to his Name; which a * 
thoſe ſlaughtered Animals exhibited in a Figure; the Ci 
and to which 5 true /fraelite had a 1 N 

a 


Regard. | 
1 fay, bad a belreving Ryord. For, i affirm! | aa 
by the Author to the Hebrews, That the Goſpel wa WW «re of 
preached to the {ſraelites in the Wilderneſs . under 
does He mean by the Goſpel ? The very Eſſence of are b. 
ttmhis benevolent Scheme, according to the Apoſile' Fa. 
own Definition, is, That CHRIST died for or Wi cover: 
Sims . How was this Goſpel preached to our Fi WI Himſ 
thers in the Wilderneſs ? It was preached to their Bi 21 
Eyes, by many expreſſive Emblems; eſpecially, by - Bar 
MHaughtered Animals, and bleeding Victims. By dent, 
which CHRIS T was almoſt continually, thoug! Curſe 


not ſo evidently as in theſe nber Times, ſet fon 5 77 
erucified t for Sinners. the Be 


In this Senſe alone, thoſe d ag es were as the 
e the bent 5 Nan 10 rie . the 1 85 


a 


4 * / Heb. iv. 2. 


Pp 8 fern 1 Gali Jain / 


MS: 


7 D ALOE 1 © 
1 Majeſty of GOD to accept. This gave them a 


at peculiar Dignity and Importance; and ſet them far 
ad above all the fimilar Obſervances, uſed in the Hea- 
; - then Worſhip. — They were alſo, when thus explain- 


ely ed, thus improved, extremely profitable to Believers; 

if. as they directed their Contemplation to the future 
„% Sufferings of a SAVIOUR *, and ratified to their 
yy WE Faith the Benefits of his ever-operating: Sacrifice. 


W Which, We are aſſured by an infallible Voice, was 


Sin 
cin, effectual for the Redemption of the Tranſgreſſions under 
no the fir? Covenant +. W i | 


Ther. 


fer · 
nich 
hich 
ure; 
VINg 


See Ifai. lin, Luke xxiv. 25, 26. Acts xvii. 3. 
+ Heb. ix. 15. When I refle& on theſe Words, I won- 
der how any One can aſſert, That all the Fexvs died under 
= be Carſe of the Las. Died under the Curſe of the Law 
Even though the Apoſtle has : warranted: it for a Truth, 
That All tbeſe (meaning Abraham, Sarah, 1faac, . 


5 &c.) died in Faith. Heb. xi. 13.— Even though He has 
rmel WF elſewhere laid it down as a Maxim, So then they wvhich 
1 was are of Faith, in whatever Period of Time they live, or 


| under whatever Diſpenſation of Religion they worſhip, 
„ e fed wait Faithful Abraham. Gal. ili. 2 Even 
I though the Pſalmiſt, in one Place, affirms, Bleed are 
oftle 3 they whoſe Uniighteouſnefſes are forgiven, and whoſe Sin is 
or or covered. And, in another Place, declares concerning 
1. Fr Himſelf and his pious Cotemparies; Look hau avid the 


J their 


Eaſt is from the Weſt 0 far hath He ſet our Sins from Us. 
Palm xxxii. 1. Plalm ci. 12. © e 
From theſe and many other Texts, I think, it is evi- 
dent, That the faithful Jews no more died under the 


3 Curſe, of the Law, than the faithful Chrifiars. The 
Pho Death of CHRIST procured the Pardon 129 Accept- 
t for ance of Sinners, even before He came in the Fleſh. From 
: the Beginning, He had covenanted with the FATHER, 
s Weld as their MEDIATOR: and GOD, to whom all 
and the Things are preſent, ſaw the certain Accompliſhment of 
of bis Undertaking: He was therefore, by Virtue of the 
Maſen Bl divine Dectee, and in Point of ſaving Efficacy, A LAMB 
ill 1. Jain from the Foundation of the World. Though He laid 


down his Life in the Reign of Tiberius, He was a real 
REDBEMER in Ages. © * 
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- Ther. So You apprehend, that, in thoſe Uſages, 
be by the antient Fews, the Goſpel was em- 
blematically poached and CHRI $ T in 2 Pigure 
exhibited. 

Ab. Mot olreaivdy; Theron. - And for this Cauſe, 
dad the Law, almoſt all Things were purged with 
Blood *. 
ſtancy uf their Sacrifices, were all deſigned to im- 
preſs upon their Minds, and mike to their 
Thoughts, this great evangelical Truth. Was any 
One overtaken by a Fault ? He muſt preſent a Vic- 
tim, and the Prieſt muſt ſlay i it, by way of Treſpaſs- 
offering. "x ſignify, , that the Guilt which was 
1 contracted, could be done away only by the aton- 

ing Death of CHRIS T.— Had any One received 

a ſignal Bleſfing? A Beaſt was ſlain by way of 
Peace-offering ; as a public Expreſſion of Gratitude 
for the Mercy, and alſo as an emphatical Declara- 
tion, that all Good vouchſafed to fallen Man, is 
owing to the RE DE EME R's Ranſom.— Was 
any One to be inveſted. with the prigſtly Office, or 
admitted to miniſter i in the Sanctuary! A Ram or 
2 Bullock muſt bleed, for the Purpoſes of Conſe- 
cration and Atonement +. In order to teſtify, that 
no Man can officiate with Acceptance in the Wor- 
ſhip of G OD : that no. Service, though of a reli- 

ious Kind, can be pleaſing in his Sight; 11ʃl the 
9 18 intereſted i in the Merits,” unleſs the latter 
is recommended by the Death, of the rent k 

PR IEST. 


And not only by t! their: folemn  facrificial Acts, but 


even by their ordinary Meals, this grand Leſſon was 


inculcated), \ e were een to eat the gp. Ploos, 


” » 


122 [4 H * bs 4 "Y r Ip ao >; 1 * : SIP fir 
Wo Heb. IX. 22. 4 3 viii. 22. Numb. viii. 12. 


The Multiplicity, the Variety, the Con- 
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| could they typefy the Sacrifice of CHRIST? 


1 


of CHRIST. The HOLY GHOST, aflign- 


7 ing a Reaſon for this ſacred Prohibition, ſays ex- 
3, | orefl Ys Becauſe the Blood maketh an Atonement for Your 
Suh * the Blood of Beaſts typically, the Blood 
of C H RIST. effectually.— O!] that \Chriftians 
* | would, in this Particular, learn of Fews. Learn, 
W :t leaſt, from Fewiſh Ordinances, to have their At- 
eention inceſſantly fixed on that Divine HI G H- 
W PRIEST; who, by one Offering, hath perfected fax 


eve! not barely „ conduced or contributed to the 
« Work,” but fully accompliſhed it. Hath ob- 
tained complete and n Redemption for 
them that are ſanctiſied t. 

Ther. Some Offerings were made without any "RE. 
fuſion of Blood. What could thoſe mean? Or how 


« 4 


Aſp. Perhaps, the Apoftle might foreſee ſuch an 


Odjection, when He made uſe of that guarded Ex- 


preſhon, almgſt all Things were purged: with Blood. 
—If, in theſe Caſes, there was no Effulion of Blood, 
yet there was a Deſtruction of the Subſtance. The 
Meat-offerings were conſumed. by Fire. Which is 
much the ſame to inanimate Things, as ſhedding 


of the Blood i is to living Creatures. The ſame Ef- 


fect is aſcribed to theſe Oblations, as to thoſe of 


the ſanguinary Kind. It is expreſly declared of the 
poor Man's Sin-offering, which conſiſted of fine 


Flour, and was burnt upon the Altar, 1 Hall make 
on Atonement for Him 1.—80 that Here- alſo was, 
what We Wi 1 W 2 e Prediction of 


bl . * 2 
. 1 xvii, 11 8 Heb x. — 1 re v. 
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in order to awaken and preſerve in their Conſciences, 
a reverential and fiducial Regard to the precious Blood 


1 = 
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CHRIST. The Offerings which flamed, as wel 1 4/ 
as the Victims which bled, ſhewed forth our dyins . tho 
LORD. Whoſe one Oblation of Himſelf once at le: 
offered, compriſed all the Qualities, and realize) to th 
the whole rg rosten BY every other 82 mire 
erffice . 5 9 no It 
Ther.” Another odd Uircufittaneg has often given —# 
* — hes and been apt to prejudice me againft the WW accu 
Inftitutions of the Old Teſtament. Many of them Tho 
appear mean, contemptible, and perfectly puerili. 3 fore 
c Can theſe, I have faid within myſelf, be ordained re 
„ by a. OD of infinite Wiſdom, and tranſcen- Was 
xc * Glory? Can We reaſonably i imagine, that to oe 
c Mandate fhould be iſſued from the Court of Orig 
“Heaven, on purpoſe to forbid the Boiling, and Onl. 
« injoin the Roaſting Ft, of "Tome particular Piece His 
of Meat! — Will the great RULER of the of hi 
« Skies, concern Himſelf about the preciſe Man- mg 4 
2 ner of killing - one inſignificant Bird, and re- Prec 
Teafng. another 24 ?=Wil He, WhO claims the Simi 
«Worſhip of the Heart, have ſuch” an eſpecial 
6 Neglect to A Prop or two of deſpicable Blood; 8 
ec put upon the Tip of the Right-ear, or the Thun 7 7 
«x of the Right-hand 12—8 urely, ſuch childiſh Ce- Feat 
| 4 remanies are too minute and trivial for the No- genu 
Ze tics, much more for᷑· the folemn e of 0 
hy N hg e Fri = MM 
4 L 18 Tek: 95S : RO BY * + EMT "4 va fp. . 
+7 br SHE had * 
= N Restes, zt is „ thangkt, nu öſtle ſtyles graci 
the Sacrifice of CHRIST, xpunlos. Ivor Better Sat hat 
Het. uſe, this vne Sacrifice com prehended the whole unde 
_ Virtae, and procured every Benefit, fignified by al. the upon 


other. Heb. ix. 8 20 
"+ Exed. Kli. Tha AHL} 2 Lev. 140 4. 55 6 7 
Exod. xxix. 20. | - TAG 
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Ah. You will pleaſe to remember, that, when 
thoſe Ceremonies were otdained, it was the Infanqy u, 
at leaſt the Mi inority of the Church. If We advert 
to this Circumſtance, We ſhall have Reaſon to ad- 
= mire, both the all-comprehending Wiſdom, and the 
E no leſs condeſcending Goodneſs, of JEHOVAH. 


accutately and fo minuteiy, the Type to the Event. 
Though the former was eſtabliſhed long, long be- 


fre of Nations appeared, his Picture was drawn; 
was preſented to public View; and is now found 
to correſpend, in every Featare, with the illuſtrioas 
Orignal. What Hand could be equal toſucha Taſk? 
Only the Hand of an Omniſcient LIMNE R. 
His condeſcenimg Goodneſs, in adapting the Tenour 
of his Revelation to the State of his People ; ſpaat- 
ing unto them, even as unto Babes +. Not by naked 
Precepts, or abſtracted Truths.; but by 
— +, and Tn 1 es * . myſelf) by 

| | embodied 


hs St. Paul calls the Church of doc Times . Fo 
Infant, or Babe, Gal. iv. 1, 3. And the ceremonial In- 


genuity, Evangelium'clonentare & preeliminare. | 
This forms, to. Be one LORD ee nk 

t is ſeems to Our 5 

He ſays to N; codemus, If I have told you e Things. 

* He had been treating of that internal ſpiritual Renowa- 

| fon, which is the Root and Spring of all Holineſs. He 
had been f pre of that Divine SPIRIT, whoſe 


hange. The Nattre 0 the former was "repreſented, 
under the Similitade of a Brrib; by which We eiter 
upon a few State, and habituare Ourſelves to-new'Prac- 
tices, Pleafures, Purfuits. The ae of the latter 
were deſcribed, by the nn 


ties 


His all comprebending Wiſdom, in conforming, fo 


b | fore the latter exifted: Many Ages before the De- 


— ̃ ¼ß.— .. Ee re 


ſitutions have been ſtyled, "with as much Truth as In- 


cious 'and almighty A produces this defirable 


well . 


Sous —ẽfÜä— —— ͥ — 
Dr — — 
— — ben here 
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embodied Inſtructions. Such as were level to their 
low Capacities, ' and calculated to affect their dull 
Apprehenſions. ü 
The Inſtitutions to which Yeu 3 were un- 
2 mean and trifling, if conſidered in then- 
Accordingly, their majeſtic AUT HOR 
| m his People, againſt ſuch erroneous and un- 
worthy Notions. [ ſpake not unto your Fathers, 
„ nor commanded them, in the Day that I brought then 
<< out of the Land of Egypt, concerning Burnt-offerings 
* 2 Sacrifices *. It was not my Deſign, that they 
+ ſhould acquieſce in the Shadow, and neglect the 
Subſtance; I never intended, that they ſhould 
reſt in the Porch; but paſs through theſe infe- 
<« rior. Ordinances, to much ſublimer Things 
CHRIST and ſpiritual Bleſſings were princi- 
« pally in my View. To which all the 2/:/aia 
<« Ufages were relative, ſubſervient, and one con- 
9 prank Manduciion.” —Confidered in this Light; 
as bearing a Reference to the ever-bleſſed MEDIA. 
TOR; as Emblems of his Perſon, or Pledges of 
his Grace; they acquire a real Magnifcence, and 
convey the moſt ſalutary Leſſons. - 
The Blood put upon the Tip of the Right-Ear, 
and the Thumb of the Right-Hand, denotes our 
perſonal Application of the Death of CHRIST. 
N * all its . though ogy 


3 ts Wi ad Tha He 5 as a IRR 2 
137 Method of teaching: this He © 22 to th 


more elevated Strain of telling Him heavenly Things; 


delivering. refined and exalted Truths, not a Solas Ihr 
to a low Capacity, not brought within the Compal of 
3 by an AfunJagion to ſen- 


an infantile. U 


üble Objects. Jobn iii. 12. 
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BY and inconceivable, will profit Us nothing. Thoſe 
= particular Parts of the Body, may ſignify the per- 
WT c2ptive and executive Faculties: in both which We 

= offend, and for. both which We need the great Pro- | 
W pitiation.- 0 the two Birds Vou mention, one 
vas to be killed, the other was to fly gay, after 
it had been dipped. in the Blood of its Fellow. 
Thus the LORD FE SUS was ſlain for our 
Lins: and We being waſhed in his Blood; being 
Z intereſted; in the Atonement of our holy Vim, 
and elder Brother; are acquitted from Guilt, and 
We eſcape Condemnation. - — Concerning 

Lamb, it was | 


the Paſchal 


were, by.an expreſs Command of GOD, delivered 
up to the devouring Flame. All this was an Em- 


blem of. that tremendous Indignation, which is 

poured out like Fire *; which. ſeiaed our immaculate 
8 SACRIFICE, that it might ſpare polluted Sin- 
ners; and which muſt have conſumed utterly any 


Mediator, who Was leſs than e, or other 
than divine. 


Had Vou, while MTA Et * exnerimental 


| Philoſophy, beheld our renowned Newton; blowing, 


with great Aſſiduity and Attention, his little watery 
Bladders into the Air; Vou would, probably, have 
deſpiſed the venerable Philoſopher, and have thought 
him an beary: Idiot. But when You was made to 


underſtand ; That, in every one of thoſe volatile 


| ſopy Bubbles, He diſcovered the beauteous Colours 
| of the Rain-bow 3: 


T hats from this ſeemingly; childiſh 
V OL, J. Fr, F719 Ig 12 30: = er . Ci e 


* 


e 
'P eh. 1. 6. 


- 
+. 


4 articularly enjoined ; That the Fleſh 
We /bould not be eaten rab, nor ſadden with Mater, but 
rated with Fire. As to every Offering from the 
Herd or from the Flock, the Fat and the Inwards 
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114 DI ALOGOUE If I 
' Experiment, He explained. che Formation of the 
fineſt Appearance in Nature; You would then en 
tertain a different Notion both of che Man and g 
his Employ. So, when Vou diſcern the bleſel tl 

FE — Loon forth: at theſe WWindows;” and peu 


Olay; 'You"will, 1 hope, conceive a higher 
Opinion of mem, and Geriue we Advantag 
from them. p 


| Obſervances, of a veryſingular Character, mentionel 
in the Meſuic Law. The Leper, for Inftance, the Nu 
Szarite; with others of the ſame antiquated and gro- 
teſque Stamp. FTheſe are not only mentioned, but 
their Caſe is very circumſtantially, and with no 
ſmall. Solemnity, deſcribed: All which ſeem, to 
me at leaſt, fo mar 3 but meaning Nat- 
ratives; tllat con aner of 'Edification to 
Readers in the 1 frequently had 
an Inelination, and now I have a proper Opportu- 
ys” to 'afleyour'Opinion upon theſe Points. 
Ap. Lam obliged to You; Theron, for giving me 
the Hiſt. Whst You - propoſe, is by no Means fo- 
reign to the Topic of our Diſcourſe. —Thoſe Pei- 
— Eu: remarkable; neither are the Pecu- 


gilde bare NY 200-0999, ff * larits times f 
101857 gh aid on- 1 tus N ba MA» 5 4255 Way 8 


eie, Hug. The Word, in the frtt Edition, WYGarme 
ing b. 5 mw n from the Hebre"!, not thi: 
eithourt: conſulting Eng Bible, and is a litera urin 
ator of wc 2 ſignifies more than bare) | er 
ng Him gx, Wh Himſe ſelf with L uſtre and Beaut). on, th 
delicate Flower, Ein 1 GR blvoming State, and the Me 
. 3 — Kouriſhing rl Lattice; ll 
manifeſting Himſelf, not pets, but 1 in part; con- | 
cealing ſome, while He yevrnus much, of his mediato· Se 
rial Glory. Fo 


7 o 
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7 : liarities of their Cafe recorded in vain. - They pic- 
ture out, in diſmal and delightful Colours, the Sin- 


| en. 

id of ner and the SAVIOU R.— To know Ourſelves, 
eſſel and to know CHRIST, is true Wiſdom; is in- 
hu. deed the Conſummation 0 all Knowledge. Here, 
ewiß we e have a Lecture of hierogly v nnn 


5 The Lie as an Emblem of A Se- 
WI Diſcaſe extremely afflictive to Himſelf, and intole- 
rably loathſome to others. Sin likewiſe is the foreft 
or all Miſeries, to the Wretch who commits; it; 
W and moſt deteftably odious, to the GOD who for- 
W bids it.—The Leper was ſecluded from the Benefits 
= of Pociety, and all Communication with his Fellow- 
W citizens: The Sinner alſo, while impenitent and 
| unpardoned, is an Aien from the Commonwealth 
Jof ae! +; without any Enjoyment of the Com- 
forts, or any Intereſt in the Privileges of the Goſ- 


1 wa Noel. If He dies in this Condition, He muſt be for 
ortt erer us vt From the Kingdom of Heaven; for 


ever cut off from the Preſence of the L OR DD. 

| The Contagion 1 was ſometimes ſo peſtilent; that 
it not only tainted che Clothes of the Diſeaſed, but 
ſpread itfelf over the Walls of his Houſe, and in- 


Pore: feed the Timber of the Beams. It was ſome- 
rarities times ſo inveterate; that there was no other poſſible 


Way of eradicating it, but only by burni 
Garment, and demolifhing the Building. | 
not this give Us a clear, but melancholy View, of 
riginal Corruption? Which has transfuſed its Poĩ- 
ſon, through all the Faculties of the Soul, and all 
the Members of the Body. Nor will ever be in- 
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* See Lev, Chap. xiii, xiv. + Eph. ii. 12, 
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6 DIALOGUE III. z 
tirely expelled; till Neath: releaſes the! ner, a = r 
conſigns the latter to the Duſt. vas 
What could cure this terrible Die, even in I Natin 
its mildet State? Not all the Bain of Gilead; na Him 
ufar Soul: 

: conſecrated Oil and ſacrificial Blood, duly — by ind t 
the High-Prieſt. And what can heal the -Diſor- WW ries, 
ders of our fallen Souls? So far heal them, as t» and v 
purge away their Guilt, and ſubdue the Prevalence offer a 
of their Iniquities? No Acts of Mortification, n offerir 
Vigilance, nor any Efforts of our o-.õƷn; nothing He h⸗ 
but the atoning Death, and ſanctiſying SPIRIT me di 
of the bleſſed 7E SUS. The Malignity and Vi- crifice 
lence of this Plague of the Heart, are abſolutely Himſe 
ingorrigible by any other Remedy. But, bleſſed dalvat 
be divine Grace, this Remedy, provided by ou WW 
great HIGH-PRIEST, and adminiſtered by ou 
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Ther 


great PHYSICIAN, is ſovercign, is infallible, Sten 
The Caſe of the Nazarites O was the yery revert il con 
of the State of the Lepers. Her Nazarites, J eremil tlral F 
ſays,” torre purer than Snow, they were whiter than Frey 
, Ai kk; they Were More ruday i zn Bh than Rubies, thei more |] 
Poliſhing was of Sapphires +-. A; faint Repreſents te Re 
a tion of the only begotten SON, who is the fair vou 
among ten thouſand; the Brightneſs of his FA- paſfon 
THER's Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Wl lappre 
Perſon ; both G0 D and Man in one facred, renly | 
wonderful, adorable SAVIO UR. 230. during than n 
the Time of their Separation, abſtained from Wine; pain F 
withdrew from ſecular Buſineſs ; avoided every Kind eommo 
of Pollution; and dedicated themſelves, in an eſpe never ſe 
cial Manner, to the Service of GC OD. A Type andI m 
of that . NA Z i R 1 7 E, who was ſepar go o their 
or 
i Hearts 


1 IE — ; 2 1 Fi 5 8 5 432 8 5 
. See Numb. Chap. oh 1 4 Lam. iv. 7. 


, ” 
. DIALOGU E, III. nh 
z for a Seaſon, from the F ruitions of Heaven: who 
vas holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, both in his 


en in Nature and all his Converſation: who ſanctified 
3 not Himſelf, and devoted his Life and Labours, his 
t te Soul and Body, to the Glory of his FATHER, 
ed hy and the Redemption of his People. — The Ns 


8 rites, even when they had diſcharged their Vow, | 
and were ceremonially clean, yet were obliged to 


lence offer a Sin-offering, a Burnt-offering, and a Peace- 
n, no offering. So, the great REDEEMER, though 
thing He had perfeetly obeyed all the preceptive Parts of 
KIT the divine Law, yet was required to offer up a Sa- 
Vir Wi crifce even the mmcomparably precious Sacrifice of 
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Himſelf—in Owe Wy confumate the Work of our 
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"qa Have Ya * A | Tullicient Watt 5 this 
Strain of Interpretation? Is it ſound, is it rational, 
or conformable. to any authentic Standard of ſerip- 
tural Expoſition? Methinks, it looks more like the 
Child of Fancy, than the Offspring of Judgment; 4 
more like the Sally of a ſportive Imagination, than 
the Reſult of a ſober Diſquiſition. 

You cannot be ignorant, Aſpafo, how the ruling 
Palion tinctures the whole Conduct. Hence it is, 
lapprehehd; that your religious Inamoraties find hea- 
renly Beauties,” where Scripture intended no more 
than natural Truths.” Hence it is, that they turn 
plain Facts into profound Figures, and allegorize 
common Senſe into pious Abfurdity.—Have You 
never ſeen-the myſtic Interpretations of ſome antient, 
ind I may add, ſome modern Divines? The Honeſty 
of their Helen is tranſparent, and. the Piety of their 
Acatts' is s unqueſtionable ;' otherwiſe, We ſhould be 
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tempted to ſuſpect, that they meant to burleſque 


A 4 Scriptures, and diſgrace their Author. 


Who can ever perſuade Himſelf, that the ſu- 
premely wiſe G OD, would ſend Us to ſearch fo 
Body of Divinity, in a Bundle of Rad? Or ſet Us 
to ſpin all the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, from 2 
few Fleeces of Wool, ring-ftreaked, Jpeckled, and 
ſhotted * P Thus to expound the Scriptures, is, not 
to, open them clearly, and apply them Judiciouſy, 
but rather to whip them into Froth 1. 


£ » 


 Hþ. We have the Authority of our LORD 

elf, Who has informed. Us—That the braun 
Serpent lifted up in the Wilderneſs ts was figuratire 
of his own, Suſpenſien and Death on the Croſs 
That the Temple, built on Mount Sion, was typica 

of his immaculate Body, in which dwelt all the 


. Fulneſs of the GODHEAD J.— That the Pro 


phet Jonah, lodged in the Belly of the Whale, and 
_ diſcharged ns that ſtrange Confinement, on the 
= third D: Day $; z was an Emblem of his own. deſcend- 
ing inte the Grave, and, riſing "gain, before his 
: Fleſh ſaw Corruption. 


1 We have alſo the Teltbpony a and the Practice of 
3 the chiefeſt of 


ihe Apoſtles, for our Warrant 
PRE Speaking. of Hag gar. and Sarah, He expreſly ſays; 
Which Things are an Allkegory.- A figurative Tran 
action; where one Thing is done, another deſigned; 

8 5 2 the 2 Hiſtory, comprehends a latent My 
terry. — He 1 hy e the N. war” 

| . 
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5 Lite uſed 10 call ſuch ens and ona 
Sputien n 
V Johmr3. 9, 21 Col, i 3 
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| wounded. for Our Sins; and | 18 PLN e Foundation of 
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AAeſes had a Reference to C17 Rt $T'*; who was 


our Hopes. That the Waters, illuing at the Stroke, 
were ſignificative of thoſe ſpiritual Bleſlings, which 
flow. from a crucified SAVIOUR. That, as the 
former followed the Sons of Jacob, "through a all the 8 
Circumvolutions of their tedious Journey; the lat 
ter accompany che Diſciples of FES Pn in every 
Stage of their carthly Fe gf er Let the great 
Teacher of the Gemiles, be our, Expoſitor 3 and; We 
{ball ſee the Veil of the Temple di 1 with a Sig- 
nificaney, richer far than its coſtly Materials, and 
curious Workmanſhip. . Its Silk and Embroidery 


\ exhibit, to the Eye of Faith, the 1 pure and ſpotleſs 


Fleſh of GHRIST t. As, by rending the mate- 
rial Veil, the Holy. of, Roſes became. 1 ga 
acceffible; ſo, by piercing the Body, and 
.the, Blood of CHRIST, the 605 A 
was manifeſied in all his Goodneſs and, 1 King- 
 domioh, Heaven was. PA to. all Believers. 
Every, Reader muſt admire. thoſe divided Haves; 
U inſtead of overwhelming. the Jjraelites: with, a 
reſiſtleſs Deluge, ſtood; like a Wall of, Defence. gn 
heir Right-band, and on their left, as. they marched 
through the Depths of the Sea,—Every Reader myſt 
admire, that ſuſpended Cloyd, which ſpread itſelf like 
a ſpacious)Canopy oxer the. Hoſts, of 1/rael 3, and 
ſereened them from. the, annoying Sun-heamss as 
"they, paſſed druch the, ſultry, Desen t. Our 
45 os io VE „de 1.4% 02. 21194 Sf 


eon e alt Heb. $0 

"tes is laid, That!: che 7 paſſing t hrough the 
Deſarts of Ara a, ſaw nota green Tree, nor a ſhad 
Spot, for many Months. If ſo, this miraculous Cloud, 


th d 
ba $ cl Ps my. BY! unſpeakably ee 
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Admiration muſt” be heightened, hen We find 
that, which was a Cloud 1 y Day, bioiniing a Pillur 
of Fire by Night; and Wag ag their Camp 
with the moſt amazing, as well as the moſt chear- 
ing g Splendor, —But . St: Paul diſcerned a greater 
Glory, and a deeper Deſign, in theſe unparalleled 
Events. The People, He fay 85 wert baptized unto 
Met, in the Cloud and in 5 Se ©" Theſe fym- 
ically repreſente ed, The Ba Baptiſm of Water and 
"of Fite; 3r the Application of CHRIST's Blood 
to our Soil, and the Efficacy of his SPIRIT on 
our Hearts. In the former of which, .confiſts our 
Juſtification from the latter of which, * 
our Sanctification. HATE ITT Toth! 
| 'T fear, You would think N nds, { ſome- 
What lixe the  Journe: | Juſt flow mentioned, if I was 
to touch upon the tdinafices of the civil Conſti- 
tution. Me Ox not to be muzzled, in treading 
out the Corn +; was 2 virtual Provign- for the 
Maintenance of Miniſtets,"whis < labour in the 
Word and Döärinen THE Fields not to be 
" fowed' With divers Kinds" of Seed; Linnen and 
Woollen not to pe interm ingled in ths ſame Ma- 
nufackure f; fem to Probibit t all diſſimilar and un- 
natural Combinations. Eſpecially of à Believer 
and Infidel, in the Bond of Marriage; or of hu- 


man Nighteculnett and divine, in che Caſe of Juſ- 


tiſication. Theſe Particulars, with others of the 
"fame Nature; 1 paſs over!” But T'muſt*not wholly 
omit the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. Which 1s the 


_ moſt ufexceptidnable Vindication; as well as the 


TY Model, 'of ee Os . ; 
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Addreſs, the infpired Writer uſes. He ſpeaks to 
the Jes, in their own Way: alludes to their own 
| Uſages, Ordinances, and Ceremonies: proves them 
to be Types of, and Guides to, a more clear, a 
more benign, and in all reſpects a more excellent * 
Oeconomy. More particularly He diſplays the 
tranſcendent Superiority of CHRIST and his Gifts, 
even to thoſe Perſons and Privileges, which they 
held in the higheſt Eſteem. Theſe, like the Morn- 
f ing Star, were introductory to, yet totally eclipſed 
b ee e e 
They had exalted Apprehenſions of the Angelic 
Excellencies. The Apoſtle therefore celebrates the 
RE DEE ME R, as the LORD whom Angels 
obey, as the GO D whom Angels adore.— They 
always reckoned Moſes to be the firſt Favourite of 
Heaven, and chief among the Children of Men. 
He lets them know, that Moſes, with all his extra- 
ordinary Endow ö b 


-. 
«., 


* 
8 * 


ents, was but a Servant in the 


nh. hpi „ 
11 He 2 the legal Oblations, and indeed the whole 
Service of the Jeauiſß Sanctuary, The Example and Sha- 
dew of heavenly Things; or of CHRIST FESUS, and 
evangelical Worſhip, and ſpiritual Bleſſings, Heb. viii. 
5,—Yrodulpa,' the Pattern: ſomewhat like the Strokes, 
penciled out upon a Piece of fine Linen; which preſent 
You, with the Figure of Sprigs, of Leaves, and of 
Flowers; but haye not yet received their ſplendid Co- 
lours, their e Wisdes, and beautiful Enrichments, 
from the Labours of the Needle. ua, AX ſpadowy Ne- 
freſentation : which gives You ſome dim and imperfect 
Idea of the Body; but not the fine Features, not the diſ- 
tinguiſhing Air, none of thoſe living Graces, which 
' adorn the real Perſon.— Vet, both the Pattern and the 
Shadow lead our Minds to ſomething fobler than them- 
ſelyes. The Pattern, to that which compleres it; the 


Shadow, to that which occaſions it. 


' 2 F 
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Houſe; of JESUS. It was his greateſt Honour, to 
miniſter unto this Prince of Peace. —As the Prieft- 
* "hood and Sacrifices. were ſome of their:diſtinguiſh- 
ing . Privileges ; . He. ſhews . the., Pre-eminence of 
CHRIS T's Office to all the Aarenic Orders. He 
demonſtrates the extenſive and eyerlaſting Efficacy 
of his ane Atonement ;-:in;Preference to every Form, 
and the whole temporary) Series a Leuiti cal Ob- 
lations. , IEP To ak y In ee 42 on 1 :3 

Ther. Thus iptenpyeted, 1 muſt 5 the 
Book of Levuitical Ceremoni ies is ſignificant. and edi- 
2 Whereas, abſtracted from this yangelica 


jute. : T once thought, that, to peruſe thoſe obſo- 
te Canons, was 

ment of dry — But, 3f ſuch: be their Import, 
they may yield Marrow and ne 0, the attentive 

Mind. 

Due Care, hopevery ſhould 8 28 not to ſup- 
a a Ty YPes" where there is no apparent Foundation 
of Analogy i in the Thing ;tſelf; or no Hint of thi 
Nature given Us by the unerring SPIRIT. Leh, 
inſtead of being guided by Truth, We are bewilderel 
by Fancy. — And, when either or both theſe Handle: 
preſent themſelves, I think, We ſhould beware of 
training the Subject, Fas the Bounds of a Ji 


and neaſanable Compariſon, ->Lefb, - Ver d of follow- 


ing che Clue, We ſkreteh 3 it till it b breaks. —If the 
firſt Caution is not t oblerved, the Senſe of Scripture 
Will lie ſo deep, or be:reniavedito-ſuch. a Diſtance; 
chat none but Perſons of the moſt acute Diſcem. 
meiit, can find it; or none but Perſons" of the moſt 
| excurſive LS can reach it. If the ſecond 

is not 3 vade d ithoſe- divine Vo- 
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3 will become ſo vague and volatile, chat there 
will hardly remain =y Fin of aſcertaining or 
fixing it. 
Asp. As to the is aw Neceſſity of theſe 
cautionary Limitations *, I have the Pleaſure of 
agreeing entirely with my Friend. —Let our Fancy 
ſubmit” to the Reins of Judgment, otherwiſe her 
Excurſions will be wild and lawleſs... Let our Zeal 
borrow the Eyes of Diſcretion, otherwiſe her Effotts 
will be blind and extravagant. And let all, thus 
tempered, thus regulated, be under the Influence 


of enlightening. Grace. Then, to ſpiritualize the 
antient Scriptures, will be to convert the Stones 


of the Sanctuary into the Jewels of a Crown; and 


to fetch, not Water only, But n mw —_— 


from the flinty Rock. 


Then, how pleaſing pak "os it "hp a8 wane as in- 
ſtructive, to diſcoyer the bleſſed 7E SU, in all 


the Inftitutions of the Moſaic Law f.— To ſee his 


Incarnation prefigured hy the Feaſt of Tabernacles 4. 


When the are were to > relinquilh their Houſes, 


4 <7 45 
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= The Sade . to be uſed e on this Occaſion, 


are more c and very particularly laid down, by 
Wit . Un 120 cella 77 7 


anea, pag. 673, Je. Concerning 
which Rules, our — and judicious Author obſerves; 
He ſunt may rms & typicarum Interpretation Leges. 
Nuibus /pretiy neplalriſpue, fi quis. Ingenio ſuo indulgeat, ip- 
us fei 'nyſtitos Senjus excogitet, ut ta uæ ſunt 1 
locutiones planæ, in MPN nignata tram fornei; is non 
Souſunt Dai, — Certbri fa obtrudit Figmenta; et, ut Hie- 
ronymus ait, In Sori ſtars hatico errore verſatur. 
"© Agreeably to Jutt an beautiful Obſervation of 
Tauben; Gon er Ng Tek, eG 
ypaονν,u Bhat the {wo erchod out in a * 2 
CHRIST avbildied * _ Life and Subſtance 
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and lodge in Booths.” Even as the SON of GOD Joy m 
left the Boſom of his FAT HE R, and the Seats Ker 
of Bliſs, to inhabit a Cottage of Clay, and ſojourn ing F | 
in a Vale of "Tears—T0 ſee our ſpotleſs and Di. of the 
vine VIC TI M, typically ſlain at the joyful So- ing E; 
: lemnity of the Paſſover, and the anniverſary Faſt of ennob 
Eupiatian. To ſee his Death, that ineſtimable Ran- our £ 
: ſom for our Souls, preſented to our Faith, in every Glery, 
| Morning and Evening Sacrifice * + his Intercefſion, Thou 
that prevailing Recommendation of our Prayers, be cal 
_ moſt ſweetly expreſſed by the rich Jncenſe, which I ſhot 
attended the ſacred Rite. To fee the various Me- Script 
thods of Purifſcation ; ſome pointing at che Foun- the G 
tain 4 for Sin and for Uneleanneſs, opened in our Goſpe 
REDEEMER's bleeding Heart; others referring dark 
to thoſe ſanctifying Operations of the SPIRIT, I wou 
= which act as a Refiner's Fire t, or as-Fullers Sype.— it may 
—þ ee in the City of Refuge |, that inviolable Sanc- of his 
cus chat moſt perfect Security, which CHRIST":  quiret 
| meritorious Sufferings, en £0: we Te ; Frey and of his 
dender to ebery Zinner. oil moſt.; 
| Was it ſo very affecting, and ſo very encouraging 
| to AEneas, when He beheld the Story of the Trojan 
| Heroes ; pictured upon the Walls of the Carthaginian — 5 
| | Tepe * Hay much greater Encouragement and them 
| 5 » £9Y Tido 1073177 f 12107 25 44:00 Pils 25 2 * 939 10 ee 1 Joy Count 
| * 4 ara! e ds prg ta ue * 851 
| * eech 2 38, 39. Ne IF 1 Gon 0 „ Numb. 5 
| # I'D ow * | 
| He b. f 22 MAN: tai qi not ſee 
IR; O. E 4 —— ked wet at 
upon a Coaſt — i abroad; — with es 
» fingle Friend, in order ic make Diſcoveries, ., Te lean ng M 
the N Name of the Country, the Nature of the Inhabitants, lad t] 
pod — Treatment Hasſelf and his Companions were Stan 
ely to find. Wandering in chis Manner. He enters nn 
A 8 r K . Fi Historical Paintings. ware 
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Joy muſt ariſe in the Chriſtian's Breaſt, when He 
perceives the amiable Lineaments of his Everlaſt- 
ing FRIEND, pourtrayed in all the Peculiarities 
of the Jetuiſh Worſhip, and in the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing Events of the Jetbiſb Hiſtory ! This muſt highly 
ennoble the Bible, and inexpreſſibly endear it to 
our Affections. This ſpreads Luſfre, Life, and 
Glory, through every Page of that bleſſed Book. 
Though I would beware of indulging, what might 
be called a pious Wantonneſs of Imagination; yet 
I ſhould much rather chooſe, | in expounding the | 
Seriptures, to ramble a little with Auguſtine, among 
the Groves, the Fountains, and the Flowers of the 
Goſpel; than to ſtumble with Gratius , amidſt the 
dark and barren Deſarts of unevangelical Criticiſm. 
I would ſee, or think I ſee my SAVIOUR, where 
it may not, perhaps, be eaſy to make out the Traces 
of his Dignity, to the Satisfaction of a rigorous En- 
quirer; rather than ſhut my Eyes upon the Diſplay 
of his Perfections, when they beam forth with the 
moſt inviting Beauty. r. n. . 


And what are the Subjects of theſe fine Decorations ? 
To his great Surpriſe, and equal Satisfaction, He finds 
them to be the Trojan War, and the Exploits of his 
Countrymen. This Incident affects Him extremely. 
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Bar his Fears; animates his, Hopes; and turns his 
Deſpondency into Confidencdg e. 
* Grotius, it is too well known, could not, or would 
not ſee the Perſon and the Sufferings of CHRIST, even 
in the liiid Chapter of 1/a:ah. No, not in that Chapter, 
where the Earl of Rochefter ſaw fuch a bright and . 
ing Manifeſtation of the REDEEMER's Grace, as 
laid the Foundation for his extraordinary Converſion. 
Strange! that a learned and renowned Expoſitor, ſhould 
have leſs ſpiritual Diſcernment, ſhould be abundantly 
more dim- ſighted, (uvwrzG) than a diflolute and infa- 
mous Libertine. EE: 485 
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ber How den is er Wal Euiſhed! How | im- 
7 pitagtidly: has the Time ſtole away T leſe Gar- 
den · Gales I always uſed to approach with a particular 
Complaceney. They ſeemed to afford me a wel. 
zome Retreat from the Impertinence and Vanity of 


this is what I ſhall ere long requeſt; becauſe, 1 


Fe: to me, a favourite Subject: and not to me only, 


World, where the Voice of Joy and Thankſpiving 
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the World. Now, methinks, I enter them with EE . - 
ReluQanee.” Becauſe, they are likely to put a Pe- 
riod to this agreeable Converſation.— However, as 
my Aßpaſio enters with me, I am reconciled, I am 
ſatisfied. It will be in his Power to reftore the WF © © 
Pleaſure, which muſt now be interrupted. And 1 95 


have not e N mene Mind" _—_— Oy aun 


{$31- 753 &Z 


"HS. Wlicriover You think! p proper, Thesen. This 


but to incomparably better Judges. The Man, 
who had been caught up into the third Heavens, 
and ſeen the Viſions of GOD, determined to know 


nothing but FESUS CHRIST and Him icrud- 2 
fed 5. —At the grandeſt Aſſembly, that ever was 7 
convened on Earth, this furniſhed the principal, if 8 


not the only: Topic of Converſation.— And in that Barbar 


per tially heard, this conſtitutes the Biirden of 5 
the Song ; Ten 2 Jain, and. haſt. Tedeemed, of to 


nal Glo 


native 
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PL U +3 T now deſire my 1 450 9 to in- 
> form me—Of whom that grand Aſſem- 
Wb » bly conſiſted, (which He mentioned in 
the Cloſe Te our laſt 1 9 nel and 
"where it was convened ? _ 

hp Can” t you. gueſs, Theron 2 —Was it in n the 
Plains of 7. beſaly ; ; when Xerxes drew together the 


appeared at the Head of all the Potentates of the 
Eaſt?— Was it in the Roman Forum; when the 


Senators were aſſembled in their Robes, and the 


Barbarians took them for a Synod of Gods? No; 
it was on the Mount of 11 Ng Where the 
SON of the true GO, the LORD of 'eter- 
nal Glory, ſhorie forth in ſome of his oeleſtial and 
native Splendour'; "with Garments White as the 
r alen. Snow *, * and a \ Countenance bright as 
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0 Mark ix. 3. be ee angels Doferiuion b is; | Vikee 
the Scene, e mw ;- andithe Gradation of his 
Images, is al moſt as wort 


811 White 


Forces of more than half the known World, and 


y-of Obſervation, as the me- 
woräble Fat. —The Gartnerits' were avbite<- excerding 
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from the Regions of Bliſs and Immortality: with 
Moſes the meek Deliverer of the Law, and with 
Jah the refolute Reſtorer of its Honours: Where 


He was attended by three of his principal Ambaſſa- 


dors; who were to be the Reformers of Mankind, 
and the Lig hts of the World. | hf 
This, I "Link, is the moſtvenerable and auguſ 
Aſſembly, which the Annals of Hiſtory have re- 
corded. And what was the Topic of Converſation, 


among theſe illuſtrious Perſonages?—Not the Af. 


fairs of State, nor the Revolutions of Empire; 1 not 
the curious Refinements of Literature, nor the 


| wonderful Diſcoveries of Philoſophy ; z but the Zone 


mintious and bloody Exit *, which the Divine FE SUS 
was ſoon to make at Feruſalem. This Circumſtance, 


_ methinks, ſhould recommend the Subject to our fre · 


quent Diſcourſe; even though it was leſs eminent, 


for 


Talking in this manner, they arrive at the Part. 
Which 95 e Vou enge fills the View with 


its 


— 


-<qualing the firſt and ſineſt Productions of Nature. Nay, 
Jo great was the Luſtre, ſo ſweetly yet ſo ſtrongly reful 


gent, that it glifered (aſiibo ila) like the Lightening 


p and even dazzled the Sight, 

Does not this very delicately, yet very forcibly i in- 
timate, That the Sufferings and Death 6f CHRIS, 
were the principal End of the Mo/azc Inſtitutions, and 

the principal Subject of the Propheric Teachings ? _ 
is it not natural to ſuppoſe, that Moſer and Elijah intend 
ed, when: miniſterin 00 Earth, that very Thin g, which 
their Converſation dwelt en „ when they defgende! 

from Heaven? 


Where Ms n with toro 
of his moſt diſtinguiſhed Saints, juſt come down 


intrinſic Dignity, and ene Import. * 


ieee as p ho e bie PENS. any 7 aller on 
Earth could make them ſurpaſſing all the Works of 4, 


is bold, 
' diverſifi 
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Vol. J. 


its * Si-, And Anggriiberne . It was 
diverſified with level and riſing Ground. Here, 
ſcooped into mimie Amphitheatres; with the Deer 
pendent on the little Summit, or ſhooting down the 
eaſy Precipice. There, raiſed into gentle Hillocks; 
W {me of which 3 with a large, ſpread- 
7 ing, ſolitary Oak 3 others Were tufted with = Cluſ- | 
ter of tapering and verdant Elms. Two or three 
Coſcades, gleaming from afar, as they poured along 
the ſlanting Rock, or the graſſy Slope, gave a pleaſ- 
ing Variation to the Proſpect. While they ſtartled. 
the timorous unexperieneed Fawns, with their foam | 
ing Current, and watery Roar.— Grandeur and Sim- 
flicity ſeemed to be the Genius of the Place. Every 
Thing breathed. an Air of woke. Negligence, and 
artleſs Majeſty, xy. e | 
In the Center of al, PP a curious, romantic 
Mount, —Its. Farm was exactly round. Somewhat 
like a Sugar-loaf, whoſe. Cone is lopt off, a little 
below the Point. Not r with Nature, but the 
Work of human Induſtry... Thrown up, tis ſup- 
poſed; in thoſe perilous, Times, when Britain was 
alarmed by foreign Invaſions, or bled with inteſtine 
Wounds.—It Was covered, all around; with Elder- 
firubs. Whoſe Ranks, gradually riſing, and ſpread- 
ing Shade above Shade, compoſed a kind of woody 
Theatre. Through which were {truck two or three 
ſiral Malls; leading, by a gentle Aſcent, and un- 
er embowering Verdure, to che Summit.— At pro- 
per Intervals, and on every Side of the Hill, were 


J. 

nd ormed little Arbours; with. Apertures, cut through | 
„e Boughs, to admit a Proſpect of the Country.— 
4 n one or, other of theſe leafy Boxes, You. com- 


and, at every Hour of the Day either e 
Vor. 3 8 * e ing 


3 
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irs  D TAL DGUE.IV: 
ing Sun; or the refreſhing Shade. All along the 
eireling Avenues,amtalbaround the beautecus Reſt, 
ing Daffodils, Prinraſes, and Violets: which, 
mingling with Hyacinthe: and Covllips,. e 
= 2 2 — natural Mf, 
- as they elimb and wind chem- 
ſelves tound the Aal, te rellect bn the happy 
Which has now takten place -- Where freely Hel- 
mets pleated, es Maze Shiekds claſhed, the Gol 
fieber ehitter their Loves, and diſplay their painted 
Plumes. The Dens of Rapine, or the horrid Haunts 
of Bloodfhed, are become the Retreats of calm Con- 
rendplation, andfriendlyConverſs.—Inyonder own 
Spaces, where the armed Troops were went to pa- 
trol z from Wherice they made Exeurſiohs, te ravagt 
the Villages, or terrify the Swains ; the Fallw-dir 


trip lightly, or the full-headed Stags ſtand at bay. 


From a ſmal® Eminence; hut t a confiderable 


 Diſtante; guſhed'a Couple of Springs. Which, ram- 
| bling 'througha Grove, toftone anether in the ſhady 


Labyricith: Eutrging, at length, from the Gloom, 


= they appro: hed nearer and neartr, And Tell into 


Embraces at. the Foot of this Fin. They rolled, 


— — — pebbiy Chin- 
web, incirck onto Ar rent 


A —— ety Vas; — 
nay OH Toys, vac deck the ene, and of the 
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So, faid' Aſpaſſvo, may Theron and his Selina, plea- 
ſg and pleaſed with each other, paſs through the 
buſy and the amuſing Scenes of Life ; neſther cap- 
tivated by the one, nor anxious for the other. 
With ſuch harmonious Agreement, and indiff6luble 
Union, may they purſue the Courſe, marked out 
by Providence; their Happineſs in:rea/ing; and their 
| Uſefulneſs enlarging, as they draw nearer the Octan 
| of all Good. © 'Fhen, parted by a gentle Stroke of 
Fate, like the Waters of fome ample Stream ſeyered 
by the Piers of an intervening Bridge, may they 
ſpeedily reunite !—Reunite in conſummate Pits 
aid never de Wenn more! 
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Der. 1 think You, Peso, for zur affeQionats. 
Compliment. Nor can I with You, by way of Re- 
„dem, a greater Recompence, than the Ate 
le Exerciſe of ſuch a hene volent T emper. For, to ex- 
+ erciſe Benevolence, is to enjoy the molt refined and 
exalted- Pleaftire ; fuch as makes the neareſt Ap- 
proaches to the Felicity of the eternal Mind; who, 

as the Scripture moft emmifally ſpeaks, bas Plea- 
fure in the Profperity of his Servants. | 

But white We are feated on this Mougt, our 87 : 
tuation reminds Us of (what You juſt now 
tianed) the grand Conference relating to the Death 
of CHRIST:—= Ar Event, for which you Wave 
indeed -accounted ; but in a Manger, not "chs nioft 
onourable'to che div? Ek. 2 2 

Ap. 1 have repreſented it, 48 4 Ranſem for dur 
Sers, anf 2 Sarriſc/ for our Sins. Ven difap- p- 
prove my Account, be pleaſed to favour” ni n win 
nur own. —For what Purpoſe, according to your 

Opinion, did chat ever-bleflag- PERSON dig? 
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7 ber. To confirm the Truth of his Doctrine, and 
| leave Us a Pattern of the moſt perfect Reſignation, 

Asp. And is this all? Shall We thus impoveriſh 

tte Riches of Grace? — Was this Notion defenſibl, 
it could never be deſirable. But it has as little to 
ſupport it, as it has to recommend it.—F or, upon 
ſuch a Suppeſition, where is the Difference between 
the Death of CHRI ST, and the Death of the 
Martyrs | 4 They confirmed the Truth of the Goſpel, 
In their Sufferings was Obedience and Reſignation; 
the ſame in uality, though not in Degree.—Upon 


fuch-a Sup ofition, hat Benefit could the antient 
Patriarchs\ receive from the. RE DEEMER! 


Since None could be improved by the Example of 


his Patience, or the Pattern of his Obedience, till 
they were actually exhibited. — Or how could 
: CHRI ST be ſtyled, The LAMB ſlain from the Four- 
dation of the Warld * ? The Advantages of whoſe 
| Death, commenced from the very Beginning, as 

they will be prolonged even to the End of Time. 
Not to depend on conſequential Arguments, let 


AS TER Hin if: This is my Blood, which i 
ſhed—for what 25 To give Credibility to my Golpel, 
or yield a an Example of entire Reſignation? Rather 


he Remiſſi nf Sins f. Will any One attempt 


11. 


to make, he Remiſſion of Sins, and the Propoſal 


of 4 Pattern « or the Ratification of a Doctrine, ſy- 


nonimous Terins ?—They, who can, torture and 


. tranſmute the genuine Senſe of Words, at this ex- 
rraordinary, rate, may. a e any Expeeſ- 


ſion i into any Meaning. rags 
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= 7fthen We would conſider our LOR D's Death, 
W in its due Amplitude; We muſt conſider it, both as 
W : Pattern of Piety, and as a Ranſom for Sinners. 
We muſt neither ſeparate nor confound theſe "LE: 
adiſtinct, yet very conſiſtent Effects. | 
Ther. Is it not inconſiſtent with the acknowledged: 
W Principles of Juſtice, That the Innocent ſhould be 
© puniſhed, inſtead of the Offender ? | 
Aſp. If the innocent Perſon has an abſolute Power 
over his own Life; willingly ſubſtitutes Himſelf in 
the Place of the Guilty; and, by Kis vierrious, Suf- 
| ferings, fully anſwers all the P of a righteaus. 
Government In this Caſe, which was the Caſe _ 
with our LORD, I ſee not the leaſt Repugnancy” 
to the Rules of Juſtice. 88 

The Bible, that authentic Tranſeript of the 
Counſels of Heaven, avows; and, by avowing, 
vindicates the Practice. The LORD hath laid on 
Hi the Sons Ls: Ds. all *. | when all We * 


2 


? Fan Ii. * 5 mn aA 70 meats 6 / ll upon, in 
an hoſtile, vindictive Manner; with a Deſign to take 
Vengeance, or inflict Death; as an armed Man falls 
upon his Enem Kher the fierce Lion on the helpleſs Lamb. 


This is by far the moſt uſual Signification of the Phraſe. 
pt. I could not obſerve, without Surpriſe and Sorrow, the 
al late Attempt of a learned Writer, to interpret away the 


Force and Spirit of this Text. He ſays; the Word We 
« tranflate Bath laid, is the ſame that We render meet; 
8 * Exod, xxiii. 4. V Thou meet thine Enemy s Ox or A, ge- 
* ing aſtray, thou \ſpalt f ſurely bring them back to Him again. 

* And the Meaning is; By Him the LORD hath — | 
to meet and flop the "Iniquitice-Of Us. all. where ry 
© have wandel from Him.“ | 
To this I might object - That, though the verb, in 
each Paſſage, is . ſame, the ion 1s by. no-means 
Parallel, The Prefix 2 1 22. in one Caſe, 1s omitted 
| {7 4:27 1 in 


194 DIALOGUE Iv. 
Sheep had gone aſtray, and were expoſed to the 
Stroke of Vengeance, as thoſe vpndering Creatures 
to the ravenous Beaſt; the good SHEPHERD 
interpoſed, and the juſt GOD made that Ven- 
geance to fall upon Him, which muſt otherwiſe 
have been executed upon. Us.—He ſuffered, ſays 
another inſpired Wrigen,: hy 7 25 55 Unjuft *; 

25-4 that 


in the' other. 2 aide n denne ; Whether the 
Lan of this Interpretation, be conformable to the 
Laws of Grammar; and ſuch as ſufficiently expreſſes, 
What I ſuppoſe is intended, The LORD cauſed our 
2 Iniquities to be met, and to be ftopped.”- — But theſe 
| Particulars I wave, and mall only examine, whether 
the Ser/e is ſuitable 40; Seripture. According to this 
ntleman's Idea, the Prophets Doctrine! 18 28 follows; 
% Our Sins were running away, like a ſtray Sheep, or 
. —_ Ox. But they were met CHRIST; 


* who gracio ef oa them back, and reſtored then 


« to their rightful Owner.“ To avoid this glaring In. 
propriety, our Author has added. a kind of Salvo; * to 
turn E back to Himſelf, whois the Shepherd of Souls.” 
But this is to depart from the Prophet's abe; who is 
ſpeaking not of Us, but of our Iniquities. This is to de- 
* the . ation: If He d. 
to the Clue, which He borrows — the Book ef 
Nau, what 1 have repreſentsd; is the unavoidable 
See!" to Shes wretched. Skifts, Sable to the 
Word of : GOD, and even tothe Art of Criticiſm, 7% 
muſt have recourſe} Who refuſe: to acknowledge, the 
teu Subiitution of CHRIS in ous Stead, and the fir. 
ier Atonement made by his Death.—How much more like 
a true Critic, and like a true Chriſtian, has Fitringe ex- 
plained the Paſlage! Cum Nos inflar Owium diſperſarun 
Nut in Erroribas, & Pana Criminum noftteorum, infa 
Tui aut Befiar woracis Nor pexfequerttur ad N vitium Hr 
 wenit ſerous FEHOVAE Juf Teer 
bopit 3 in guem irruit ad. Necem 1 f,; adea medins in. 
rey Pram Ne, eee dos '& Nr Re 
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DIALOGUE IV. 138 
Bar, by expiating our Guilt, Me might bring Us to 
= GOD—now, to His gracious Favour—hereafter, 
; to His bliſsful Preſence, 255 
| You will permit me to add a Paſſage, from our 
common Favourite Milton. Becaufe, it is no leſs 
bemitiful in itfelF; than it is pertinent to the Occa- 
Hon ; muſt ꝓleaſe the Critic, and may expound: the 
Apoſtle. ME S IAH, pleading in bebalf-of kalben 
Man, think addreſſes his ue FAT H E R 


| ly — TY dead in Sims end hf, 
Atonement for Himſelf, or Offering meet _ 
1 Indebted and undone I) hath none tt bring. . 
: Rebold Me. then ! Me for Him! Life W Li + 
J, On que bet thine Anger fall, 
Account me Idan: I for his Sake will hone: - 
- Thy Boſe, gud this Glory noxt ta They 
Freely put off 5 and for Him laſtly die 1081 
ul et d 45 on me ler Death e ad. bis Aae * 


R Ther. The fine LIT, af a Poet, will hardly 
paſs fora deciſive Argument. When We are ſearch- | 
ing after Tputh, We muſt attend to the Dictates of 
Reaſon, not follow the Vagaries of Fa ancq. Ang 
Reaſon, Aſpaſo, remonſtrates againft your Notion 
of a vicarious Sacrifice. Reaſon! that primary 
Guide, and final Teſt, both in diſcovering and de- 
termining the Senſe of Scripture. 

Aſp. Suppoſe Yau then, my dear Theron, that 
None are in Poſſeſſion of Reaſon, but the Pupils of 
os, and the Zealots for N ? Or, that None 


E N 


* 


2-2 * Al e Book m. 234” 


| 


_ make uſe. of Reaſon, in their gen baue, 


bus len of this Mould ? . 


Meng not the Cbri ian, t think not Rec ours; 
. 337 Reaſon eur great MASTER, holds 7 dear; 


2 en injur d Rights his IW-rath reſents ; 
Jig Reafon's Voice obey d his Glories crown... 
© Though pra $ Wounds Ade A F en dies, 


© 12g You * are Fa W Aiſclaiming Reaſon, 
Equally far is Chriſtianity from diſcarding the ſober, 
the fanttifed. Uſe of this noble Faculty. When 
Reaſon is under the Influence and Direction of the 
Divine SPIRIT, We have the ſame high Opinion 
of her Excellence, as Yourſelf. And, when thus 
regulated, We have, I am perſuaded, the Sandton 
of her Authority, for all our Sentiments, 
Reaſon, as She operated in the Sages'of the Hea- 
then World, inſtead of rejecting, approved and 


adopted this very Scheme. , aer en it, even un- 


der the Diſadvantage of a mutilated and defective, 
or rather of a perverted and dead Form. The cur- 
5 rent Language of the Claſſic Authors, and almoſt 
cer Hiſtorian of Greece, and Rome, are Vouchers 
for the i i pth of this Obſervation . As the Gen- 


tiles 1 were unanimous in the Cuſtom of offering Sa- 
crifices, and equally unanimous in ſuppoſing t their 


vicarious N ature, ſo alſo are the- % Writers. 
Ther. What Man of Senſe 4 pays any Regard to 
the Jewiſt Writers? . bag are, and ex- 


travagant to the laſt Degree. k * ght « call 
e ab er e Writers... 


* + wy 
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91 AL. O UT B. IV. 137 
Asp. They are, I believe, extravagant enough in 
their Comments upon Seripture. But they relate, 
with ſufficient Exactneſs and Fidelity, the prevailing. 
Belief of their Nation. In this Caſe, their Teſti- 
mony is as unexceptionable; z as in the other, their 
Notions. are chimerical. Now, had it been a miſ- 
taken Belief, ſurely: our bleſſed LO RD, that in- 
fallible Judge, and impartial Reprover, would have 
teſtified his Diſapprobation of it. Surely his Diſ- 
| ciples, who were actuated by the unerring and un- 
daunted Spirit of their M AST E R, would have 
entered their Proteſt againſt it. Surely St. Paul, in 
his Epiſtle to that very People, and in his Treatiſe 
on that very Subject, would have ſet Himſelf to 
rectify. ſuch an Error; and have weeded out the 
Tares, befors He ſowed the good Seed. But there 
is not the leaſt Hint of this Kind, in all the Diſ- 
couttes of our 8 AVI * R, or in n all the Writ- 
ings of his Apoftles, & ins 19:25 4443 4 5141441 -. 
They ſpeak to a Napled we were „ to 
look upon their Sacrifices, 28. piacular Oblations *, 6 
and a typical Expiation of Guilt. They ſpeak of 
our REDEE ME R's, Crucifixion, and the Bene- 
ts of his Death, in thoſe ſacrificial Terms, which 
were of current Uſe, and eftabliſhed Signification. 
If therefore the popular Opinion Was improper, 
their Manner of Expreſſion" and Addreſs, m mult be 
calculated rather to authenticate Error, than to pro 
pazate Truth. So that, I think, even the Silence 
of the inſpired Penman on this Occaſion, is but 
little inferior to a Jo Aachen | whey they only 
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ſay nothing: againſt the Doctrine of Satisfaction by 
Sacrifice; it would, in effect, and Cireumſtances 
conſidered, be faying Abundance for it. But they 
are very copious'and explicit upon the Point. 

:\ Fer.) Where ate they ſe eopieus? If You have 
fluch a Heap of their as e 3 will be eaſy to 
pier ent (few, arid o Specimen 
| It is 2 eaſy,” 84e as it is phefal 
*s SST AH foall be cut off; Tays the Prophet Da- 
nel, but not for "Himſelf *,—For whom then, and 
for What? alas informs Us concerning both: Fr 
S Tranſgreſſon of my People uns He flieten ſ.— Be- 
wiſe;! this is an Article of the laſt Importance, it is 
ented; it is confirmed; it is explained, with the 
—— Particularity't He wes wounded fr 


our Tranſgreffions; He was bruifoll for our Iniquities; 
ch Chaftiſement of our Peace was wpon Him 7, and 
oth his Stripes He are healed l. = Our LORD 
himſelf aſſerts the ſame Truth in the very ſame 


Style ; I am the good Shepherd, and lay dum my Life 
fore the Sheep F. St. Paul, in a Multitude of Paſ- 
ages, ſets his Seal to this monientous Doctrine. 
Se. ani Marrs 0 W Se. Words; 
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Wa, eu Him, V py. 

This Form of Exprefion+ is whe; l 20. Pal. 
tvic 13. In che former Place, it oo okay 
ang Ports to perform a friendly: 9 In the lat- 
it implies the Neceſfie 42 0 Fag. what is thus 

9 4 Both the Ideas ſeem to be comprehended 
- Inte preſent Paſſage. Our LORD willingly engaged 
a our Wants, and pay our Debts. Which, 


undertaken, He 'lay ter. an "Obligation i0 
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Who bis own Gaſt bevel wars in 18 eee 
the Tree . 

The ſheved Writers not- ads effort this expital 
Article, but uſe every Diverſity of Speech, in order 
to give it the fulleſt Evidence, and the firongeſt 
Eſtabliſnument. Is aces fer the 
Sins of tbe People +. SUS 5 
Righteous is tb Propich on for aur Sint t. 
leved Us, and waſhed Us from our' Sins A i otun 
Blood . . wa⸗ m_—_ Sin e 5 * _y * 


no Sin F. 


Der. No body: allied: hiv Objetion- to ; ads 
Texts. | But the ' Senſe, the "irue ur -e ſuch 
Phraſes, is the Thing in queſtion; * 7 nl 

Ap. What You call the Queſtion, toe appears 
ſo plain, : as not to want a Are or n 4 Aa 
| Doubt. D % OO 

Hawaver, Lan You ſeem to In a eie ; 
Scrutiny, it will not be thought pedantic,- if I make 
an Obſervation or two upon the original Languages: 
or rather, as You are not acquainted with the He- 
brew, upon that Language, of which You yourſelf 
are a Judge and a Maſter. 

V One died for All, then were All dead. The Pre- 

poſition ves, in this Connection, muſt neceſſartly 
e more Young; on gur eee or fox qur 

A 42249 0 e 


7 | I 


ik t Pee. l. 24. : vey forcible Words indeed ho 
ein r He bare — Himſelf Zar our Sint— 

in his own Body. Intended, One would ima ine, *. 
make the Article of our LORD vicarions Su 


cher beyond all Niifepprehensen, and ive 2 Al 


oubt. r 


+ Heb. ii. 17. | 8 11 John i li. 2. . Rev. i. * 
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Advantage. Becauſe,” if it be Suan in this un- ALecep 
ſettled rambling Senſe, the Apoſtle's Argument is e 
vague and ineoneluſive. In caſe our LORD had 7% 
ſuffered; only gt to free Us from ſome Evil, and fitutic 
c procure DS ſome Benefit; this would by no 
means imply, that ail wire dead; under the Sen- 8 af 
- - tence of Condenination.; obnoxious and doomed MR tranſlat 
to Death *. The utmoſt, Vou can infer from ſuch W Subfitu 
Premiſes, is; That All ſtood in Need of a Deliver- WM ſacred. 
ance from ſome Evil, Or wanted the Procurement —* 2 


of ſome Good. Whereas, ſuppoſe the ſacred Wri- | Stead, 


ter fo intend,” that our LOR D's Death- was truly | Stead 7 
vicarious,: and undergone, in our Stead; that He 4 W 
ſuffered, what was: ow Due, and eur Doom; then, | peQ, cz 
the Nins RP and. the. Inforetice We Him to 
niable. A . 
Hie gave E ſelf, low vrep +, 'L Renſor for 3 
; All.” If this does, not imply the Notion of vicarious, whether 


I very much queſtion, whether Language itſelf can 
expreſs" it. Alper, is a Ranſom; Which''conveys a 
vicarious I in its mot drome anCInthorized 

ie ric 16 9598 3 lt ri Accept: 


— 9 


— ox Cor. v. 14. ens, any chiddls: to tranflate the 
1 Jawes 0 als wear, J 
One died f for ene 1 have 5 have 9 Gb e | 
tion to Make. Here't e Idea of vicarious Suffering, or 
vicarious Payment, preſents itſelf with great 'Tranſpa- 
rency. As though the Apoſtle had ſaid ; «© If One 
80 hath ſuffered, or been puniſhed for All; then All, 
« in Effect, have ſuffered, or been puniſhed. Or, ta 


« take 1 in the Notion of: Debt, If One hath, made full cerning 
40 7 for twenty n Debtors,” t Jy Wen ol te To alf 4 
enty haye, :accorgi to the .ecknowiedge al fra. un 
inet and Equity, made the fu al eee .: Wil. 1. 
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Acceptation Ach, which is equivalent to inſtead *, 
more fully aſcertains and ſtrengthens the Idea. 
nite» which is tranſlated for,, and. denotes a Sub- 
a ſtitution of f One 4 in the Place of another 45 This 


e 


* Avh, Matt. „ $s By this Word « — 
tranſlate the Hebrew NNN. And that Prir denotes 5p 
Subſtitution of One inſtead of Another, no Student of the 
ſacred. Language will venture to deny. See Gen. Xxii. 
13. 2 Sam. xvili. 33. 2 Kings Xe: Ade 
| 7 Atos verig Xpice, Ne efeech Tou i in \ CHRIST: 
Stead, '2 Cor. v. 20.— B vir o Man wo, That in thy 
Stead He might. have miniſtered unto me, Philem. ver. 1 3. 
As I was conſidering the Force of this Argument, a Per 
ſon of ſome Diſtinction, but of a malignant gloomy Af; 
ect, came in my Way. He deſired, I wou hong he 
Em to Theron and Aſpaſfo, 2s an Evidence for fixin 
dignification of ee, when relative to the Death 
CHRIST. -I muſt confeſs, I did not like either oe 
Character or his Aſpe&; and cannot certainly tell, 
whether any Perſon has made uſe of Him, on this Occa- 
ſion. But St. John ſtood by,. and ſaid ; © Introduce 
„Him. He propheſies in this Inſtance.”—Perhaps, 5 
the Reader is at a loſs to gueſs, N bom I mean. To 
keep Him no longer 1 in Suſpenſe, I mean Caiaphas the 
High-Prieft.—He bears the following Teſtimony ; I 
EXPEDIENT FOR Us, THAT ON Max Dig FOR THE 
PEOPLE, AND THAT THE: WHOLE, NaTION PERISH 
noT.,— Now, as zo periſh 1 not only to 85 but 
to die miſerably ; - if One Man dies for the Peop! e, that 
the People may not die miſerably, He ſaves them from 
Death, by A7 Himſelf; and what is this, but 60 die | 
in heir Stead ? See Fobn xi. 50. T V Se 
To this. Teltimon) from the Mouth ol. an Feng, 1 | 
me add an Atteſtation ndr the Hand of our Friends, 
and then leave the impartial Reader' to determine, con- 
cerning the Validity of all. Thus writes Cl men: Romanus; ; 
To aHα⁰Ü] avis ewes UT tg ne Inos Xp 6 Kvpio. nur, Ky Tyv 
bear-: vrtg ung Capt ν-m¶ᷣ- 3% TW: Tegen umig ron Yvan muwr.: 
Epi 1. ad Corinth, —ExaRly to the ſame Purpoſe Ju 
the Martyr expreſſes Himſelf; wg Tov 1940v vi- abe Avhor 


3 2 
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added to all; renders the Expreſſion as determinate 
and emiphatical as poſſible. Emphatical to declare 
the vicarious Nature of our LORD's Death. That 
it Was really endured in our Stead; and thus made 
Satisfaction for our nes 3 thus tad Us from 
Death eternal, . 
Shan J argue Rum a more obvious Topie; ; which 
{uch Dependence, va the preciſe Significancy 
of -the-Originaldoodurahy: mays the Prophet. | He 
ſpeaks with Vehemence, as of an Affair which is 
vety 8 He ſpeaks with Confidence, as of 
4 Fact which is very certain. He hath borne ur 
Gries, and carried: our Sorrows . What ean this 
mean; [Hitt He hath taken alk Himſelf that Al. 
Metion, and 15% Miſeries, which properly belonged 
to Us Let us read on, and this Meaning wil 
1 peer View. ie did eftem 
Fim aches "GOD, and afficted: We 


F — Yar for bis own: — op: 
p6litior do which injurious and falſe” Surmiſe, it is 
added; But He was | wounded far dur \Tranſgreſſan 
He un bruſed Fer our Iniquities, True it is, bat 
He was wounded, not ouly by 27% 758 but 
Fr or on Account of TI Yet not any 
_ <oinnitied-by Himſelf, but thaſe Aa by Us. 
i net here borrbw the Prophet's Language, 
and ſay with an Air of Certainty ? Sureiy, this b 
| the prineſt Proof in the World, chat our Sins were 
Ge meritarious 6 nk. ok Ar Sulociogs 
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And if our Sins were the Meritorious, Cauſe of his 
Sufferings, then they muſt de charged: 1 
and puniſhed in Him. 5 

St. Paul: aſſirms, That CHRIST. has delivered 

Us frem the Curſe of the L,. How? By 
our Place, and enduring what We deſetved. Or. 
as the Apoſtle Himfelf ſpeaks,. to the ame Effect, 
but in a much more ex pxeſſive Manner, by being 
note both a Commutation of Petſuns, and a T ranſ- 
lation of Puniſhment ? M ſuffered, who was inne- 
eent; not Me, who. are guilty He alſo ſuſfered 
that very Sentence, which the Lau deneunced on 
Us. For, it is written, Cusſed is cuary Oue thut 
continueth not in all Things 1 to this We were ob- 
noxious.. It is written again, Curſed is euery One 
that hangeth en a Tree f; to this CHRIST ſub- 
mitted.. Now if CHRIST endured that - very 
Curſe, hich We deferved : if; by this Means, He 
delivered Us from all Mabediction: either this muſt 
be ſuffering: in our Saad , on elſe Nothing can he 
called: by that Name. 


Shall 
* » Gal: ih 3 A + Gal. ni 1. 2 
1 This: (axe Se Satz, in kis. mant Man * 


« ſpoke Cen loud dy the univerſal Voice of = 
4 ; whole Book GOD, chat Scripture muſt be ar e 


*« as. well e 2 T any other tole 


*. dawg . prog. Fir 


wi DIALOGUE: Iv; 
1 dvicepd: lower ſtill, and refer our Point to 


rination of illiterare Men? Aſk any of 


your rid un Tenants, What Ideas ariſe in their 
Minds, upon the Peruſal of the aforementioned 


Texts t dare bentüfe to foretelʒ that, artleſs and 
unimproved as their Underſtandings are, they will 
notheſitateforan Anſwers; They will neither com- 


plain of Obſcurity, noriaſk the Aſſiſtance of Learn- 
ing! But will immediately diſcern, in all theſe Paſ- 
ſages; a gracious REDEEMER ſuffering in their 
Stead; and, by his bitter, but expiatory Paſſion, 
procuring the Pardon of their Sins. Nay farther; 
as tliey are not accuſtomed: to the Fineſſes of Criti- 
diſh," I upprebend, they will be at a loſs to con- 


ceivey how it i rn amn __ 


in any other Senſe; WJ $144 RA 20-5 # EY $f. 


Say not; this is aivitunproptr: Apel A theſe are 


incompetent Judges. Ihe Scriptures were written 
for their Edification ; not to exerciſe tlie Ingenuity: 


of: ſubtle Diſputants, but to inſtruct the meaneſt of 
4 SE ry of d 1 


7a 12 


Here, he Father | 
His Son's Dealb. How d in What 
Sap fitacen of One inftekd-of the Otherz by 


2 by ts Son's Wands; Ives by 


the Son's 
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The e Fepreſion il be ea; and the Doctrine per- 


picuous: ſo that He who 1 runs may read, and the way- 

Haering Men, though Fools *, ball not err therein. — 
And, though Lam far from under-valuing the Aids 

of Literature, yet, upon chéſe momentous Subjects, 


which are inſeparably* connected with our eternal 
Felicity, Tieannot but regard the rammon Senſe of 
plain, honeſt, mne *Chiifflans, As the dan? beſt 


| of Oritics,'' © © 3 -e 


Ver. It has been fd by Ane ente, That 
edits Punffberem or Suffering, „Fives! us too Tow 


Ideas of the S ON of 80, às it finks them to 
the Pain and Suffering of a Malefacter; the very 
meaneſt Idea We can Rave of them. de 
Ap. Be the Idea ever fo mean, it is plainly ſug- 
geſted by the Word of Prophecy; and fully ſup- 


bered "ith Trwnfereſſors f. —And” not 
only by his Accufers, Who called Him a Glittton, 
a Drunkard, a Seducer of the” People. Not" 'only 


by his Executioners, who led him forth to die 
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166 DIALOGUE 11V. 
only begotten SON. mavhreanted-aca'F ranſgreſſor: 
by his Hand and bis Counſel * delivered He wa, 
to endure the Vongrancs due to the; vileſt Mic. 
 cxeants.i. © + 
Ves, my dear Cs that eng PERSON 
| who the. higheſt Angel adores, © ſuffered, as if He 
<< had been the Criminal, the Pain and Puniſhment 
„ which We, or. equivalent to that which We, the 
« real Criminals,, {ſhould have ſuffered,” —If, to 
_ eonfider this, gives Us a low Idea; if, to ſuffer 
this, was 2 deep Abaſement; how exceedingly hich, 
and how immenſely: grund, is the Goodneſs and the 
Grace manifeſted therein | The lower You dray 
the Arrow on the String, t Flight it _ 
in the Sky. And the greater our*L OR D's 
 miliation. for Us, the jporemrendesful and — 
bis Love to Us, rod: 
Ther. As there cannot. be r ich, Gilt or 2 
ae One aan be 1 an, wb Stead. of Another, ſo 


Porn who „ eee 
7 f Vou mean by Guile, the Conſciouſurh 
FRF -C mute 121i, and the internal. Debit 
equent.upen it, .Wenevex ſuppoſe fic 
' vicarious: Juilt. It is not fo much as intimated, 
7 that CHRIST was ſtung with the Remorſe, or 
inedwith. the Pollution; of the adulterous Proc 
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DIALOGUE IV. 47 
If by Guilt You mean (what, I think, is the 


aue Meaning of the Word) The Charge of a cri- 


minal Action, and The Obligation to ſuffer Penalty, 
your Aſſertion is nothing more than begging the 


W Queſtion. It nakedly affirms; the very Thing in 


Debate. And bare Aﬀirmatiensy, unſupported by 


W Evidence, are ſeldem admitted as deciſive Proafs.— 


We, on the other Hand, are inclined to believe, 
That all our criminal Actions were charged upon 


CHRIST; and that He ſuffered the Puniſhment, 
which they deſerved. | The former of theſe, is nat 


ſs properly called vicarious, as reul Guilt; refulting 
2 Sins, committed by One, imputed ta Ano- 

The latter We readily allow to be vicarious 
3 ſuſtained in — Stead, whoſe Sins 
were imputed. For both theſe Points, We have 
the Authority of Truth itfelf, ſpeaking in the 
Seriptures. The LORD leid on Him the Iniguities 
of Us all; here is the Imputation. CHRIST has 
redeemed Us from the Curye. of the Law, being made g 
Curſe. for Us; here is the vicarious Puniſhment. 
And You know, to what Caſuiſts We ſubmit the 


| Interpretation of theſe Texts common Senſe, ae 
an honeſt Heart. | 


\ Ther. Is not 'this. ; action ts fuppoſe ? berd to 
affirm ? If Sin was really imputed: to GHRIS Z. 
and Guilt is the Reſult of ſuch Imputation, then 
Puniſhment was his Due Juſtice ne inſiſt upan 
it And He could not eſcape it. | 

Ap. To ſuppoſe this, is ſo far * 3 my 
Apprehenſion, that it appears, even on your own 
Principles, right and neceſſary.Rigbe, becauſe 
Puniſhment, & You yourſelf have declared, alway) 
connotes Guilt; 3 I would add, ariſing either from 
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Crimes committed, or from Crimes imputed. In- 

deed; the Sufferings of CHRIS T could not be d 
a penal Nature, unleſs He endured them as under 
Charge f Sin, and in a State of Guilt.— lt 
meceſſary to ſuppeſè this, otherwiſe: how will. You 
vindieate the Juſtice of GOD? He bid his Sword 
-awake, and ſmite & the bleſſed 7E SUS. But ſhal 


che JUDGE of all the. Earth do wrong ? Shall 
_ He ſmite, where there is nothing but Innocence! 


No Sin, either: perſonal or imputed? That be fa 
from Him The Thought be far from Us! 

n MWhereas, upon this Suppoſition, it becomes: 
ju and +ighteous Thing, That GOD ſhould in 
lic che moſt rigorous! Puniſſiment; or, as the A. 
poſtle ſpeaks, ſhould condemn and nil Sin in thi 
Fl r of his SON. I do not know, but this 


might be the Cauſe of our EORD's Silence, when 


He was accuſed at Pilates Bar; and at Herod's Judg- 
ment ſèat. It is. probable, He confidered:.Himſcli 
as ſtanding before a higher Tribunal; and reſpon- 
fibte to etet nal Juſtice, for? the Crimes of all hs 
People. Irs this Situation, and in this Capacity, 
etear. Himſelf of perſonal Demierit He could; clear 
Himſelf of imputed Iniquity He could not. There 
fore He was dumb; like a conyicted and guilty Per- 


len, Helopened' not his Mouth. For though, 2 


the SONsof che moſt high G0, Glory and 
Immortality were his undoubted Right; yet, 2 
SURETY. for ſinful Men, Tribulation and 


| Kking?. bY is 


«"And:whyitheald: chis he chougbt ſb 
Not the leaſtz 


4 141 ts, 


moi 1551is gur 1712 bbs biro; J 75 cen 


Ee. oi. Zech. xiii. 7. © > 4 1 viii. 3. 


| | on ta the —— Excel- 
_ Tenoys of RI It: caſts sahen halt. aq 


on the 


| | his Life 


infinite 
Tranſg 
niſhed 

falfe, i. 
chargec 


fthat He 


and ful] 
far fron 
the pro 


It pays 


to his 


| of his o 


leſs Ber 


n. 
You we. 

Aſp. 
But I © 
Occaho 


| the DI 


nunciat! 


Anger of 


What 


Apoſtle 
den, ups: 
Orgi. 
ing Inte 
before þ 


 wenginy 


dom anc 


pe 
|| Gent : 


MILO CURIE a9 
on the unſpotted Sanctity, either of his Nature, '6f 
his Life. To bear Sin, as a voluntary Surety,” is 
infinitely different from committing it, as an actual 
Tranſgreſſor. To ſay, that CHRIST was pu; 
niſhed for any Miſconduchiof His .oaun, would: be 
falſe, impious, and horrid; - To ſay, that He was 
charged with aur ſinful Omilions and Commiſſions 3 
that He endured the Puniſhment due—in the. plain 
and full Senſe. of the Word due to them all; is ſo 
far from being injurious to his Dignity, that it pays 
the proper Honour to his mediatorial Undertakings 
It pays Him the Honour of the higheſt Obedience 
to his FAT HER's Will the deepeſt Humiliation 
ol his own illuſtrious Fam -And Sew moe * 

iy Benevolenoe to Mankind. 42704 283 
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Per. G80 is Lore, 22 Lass. W hereas 
You Would —- +? 
Aſp. — not often interrupt a F ee Diſcourſe, 
But I cannot forbear interpoſing a Query, on this 
Occaſion. Is there, then, no juft. Diſpleaſure in 
the DEITY? What meaneth that ſolemn De- 
nunciation of the Supreme LAWGIVER? The 
lager of the LORD ſhall ſmoke againſt ſuch a Mau * 
What meaneth that awful Declaration of the 
Apoſtle? The Wrath of GOD is revealel from Hea- 
ven, upon all Un gadlineſs and Unrighteouſueſs of Men 4. 
Or, i in what enſe are We to explain that alarm, 
ing Interrogatory of the Prophet? Ibo can fland 
before bis Indignation by 2 Whence could thoſe 
wenging Viſitations proceed, which” deſtroyed 83 
* and Gomorrah with a Tarp af Fire A 
p 4 3 vo Wen 
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Which fwept away ſo many Thouſands of the pol- 
luted {frachtes: with a raging Peſtilence *? And 
tonſigned over ſo many Millions t of rebellious An- 
1. to Chains of Darkneſs?? 

Surely, Theron, if there be any "4/27 OR Sig 
toe. | in Language; if any Leſſon to be learnt 
from the moſt tremendous Judgments; it is, That 
the LORD, though. free from all the Diſcom- 
poſure of Paſſion, is nevertheleſs angry with th 
Wicked; and will make impenitent Offenders feel 
the Effects of his holy Indignation. 

_ Ther. Does not your Doctrine repteſent the All- 
” merciful GOD, as a 7igoraus Being? Who, when 
once diſpleaſed, will hardly be pacified? Whereas, 
the LORD himſelf declares by his Prophet; Fun 
is not in me. Men of ſatyrical Wit would be apt to 
inſinuate, That You had miſtaken JEHOVAH 
for Moloch; and was erecting a Chriſtian Church 
in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom. 

Ap. We take our Repreſentations of G OD, 
not from we vain es of Men, but 9 4 

5 N the 


2 | : Numb. xxv! 9. | 
4 Millions — The Number of the fallen Angels is no 
where ſpeciſied; and the Veil ſits deep upon the ſpiritual 


World; ſo that We can ſee no farther, than Revelation 


2 diſcovered. Yet, I think, there is- ſufficient Room 


round a Conjecture, upon the Reply which one of 


— e exeerable Apoſtates made to our LORD. V 
Name is Legion; (a Word ſignifying a great Multitude, 
ve ar fix thouſand) for Ire are many... If / © many were 

employed in tempting and tormenting. a agle Perſon, 

what Armies, whit Iyriads of thoſe invi cle Enemies, 
— -exift through univerſal Nature At is an 1 
Thqught; ſhould make Us fly to our Divine PRO. 

T ECT OR. 5 Almighty * dee 
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DIALOGUE I, 155 
the Records of infallible Truth. There he is de- 
ſcribed, as a righteous GOD; a jealous GOD * 3 
and, to incorrigible Sinners, a conſuming Fire . — 
Though wonderfully condeſcending, yet tranſ- 
cendently | - majeſtic. Inſomuch, that none of the 
fallen Race are permitted to approach his Throne, 
but only through the Intervention of a great ME- 
DIAT OR +. — Though. unſpeakably merciful, 
yet inflexibly juſt, Inſomuch that, without Shed- 
ding of Blood, even the Blood of a PERSON 
higher than the Heavens, thee" is 0 en | of 
any Offences, 

When the LORD Pg Ry. is not in me 8, the 


which, in a preceding Verſe, He had deſcribed as 


his own People, his fierce Anger is turned away, 
on Account of the Satisfaction made by their $A- 
VIOUR.—Though his own People are the Ob- 
jects, not of his Indignatidn, but of his Love, let 
no ungodly W retches- audaciouſly preſume. It is 
not ſo with them. They are the Briars and Thorns J, 
mentioned in the next Clauſe : Cumberers of the 
Ground, unprofitable and - noxious. Them He 
warns ; them He challenges; 1/ho will ſet them in 


find i. it a \ fearful Thing, to fall into W Hagds of 


2 | L 075 12 s Hoa 
, Exod. 1 5. 5 + + Heb. xii. 29. 2 Jene xiv; 6. 
| Heb. ix. 22. Heb. vu. 26. 58 tk xxvii. 4. 


| © There is a ſine Contraſt between the Yines ad 
the Therns ; at the ſame Time A regular Continuation of 
the Metaphor“ As nothing is more common, than to 
ſee the latter ſhooting up amidſt the ſormer; ſo nothing 
is more common, than to RO Hypgerices: . 
themſelves with Believer 
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Words have a peculiar Reference to his Church: 


A Vineyard of red Mine. From his Church, from 
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152 D/INLUOGUE. IV. 
the living GOD Nay; He will not ſtay for their 
Approach: Tavill march'azainſt them *, is his Threat- 
enigg:z: 1 will paſs. through them; 7 a burn them 
together. — This wil certainly be the Caſe, if not in 
the preſent, yet in ſa future World. When once 
the Maſter of the Houſe is riſen up, and bas ſhut 
to the Door, Mercy is gone for ever. Then No- 
thing muſt be expected, nothing will then be ex- 
perienced, but Vengeance and fiery Indignation, 5 
devour the Aduerſaries f the Goſpel, GOD will 
then execute Fudgments,' on every Soul of Man, that 
has perſiſted in Evil. With ſuch awful Severity 
will He .execute them, - as hall cauſe: Heaven to to 
adore, and, Hell to tremble: |; - + 

Vet in all this, there is not the leaſt TinQure of 
that outrageous Temper; which in Man We properly 
call Fury. In Man Fury implies an immoderate 

5 Degree of Reſentment, which will hearken to no 
ET Reaſoning, and accede to no Terms. The Goſpel 


Account proves, even to a Demonſtration, that this 


has no Place in the divine N atute. 80 far from it, 


that GOD,, though highly provoked, has provided 


an Atonement— has made Overtures of Reconcilia- 
tion * Ms — has 6 even n beſeught 

1 > ATES 33 I ; ' 4 
eee - Dpa. 


n Stig 


v. 20, It was an allance of 195 ular Con- 


We 10 Ge the bleed GOD, that, thodgh öffended with 
Job's Friends, He admitted of a e and directed 
them to an Interceſſor; both typical of CHRIST 
JESUS. But what ble Condeſeenſion, and 
divinely tender Mercies, are diſplayed ig this. Verſe! 
As though GOD did be/eech: You: by Vt: Mie pray Lou in 
CHRIST's Staad, be ge recumciſad 10 :GOD—Did the 
Judge ever befeech a condemned Criminal, to accept of 
Pardon? Does the Creditor, at any Time, Beſeech.2 
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a euitty. World, to accept of Forgiveneſs. This 
is the Purport of that gracious Invitation, which 
follows in the Prophet. Let Him, let the wicked 
Man, take hold of my Strength : let Him fly to my 
crucified SON, who is the Power of G OD for 
the Salvation of Sinners; cleaving to his Merits by 
Faith, as ſome poor Delinquent to the Horns of 
the Altar *. Thus He. ſhall make: Peace; all his 
Iniquities ſhall be forgiven, and all my Diſpleaſure 
ſhall be pacified.— So that the Inſinuations of your 
fatyrical Gentlemen, are as egregioully miſtaken, 
as they are ſhockingly worded. 

You are a Man of, Senſe, 7. "Ip and 8 that 
Character, far above the idle Reputation of a Wit. 
As ſuch, let me aſk You ſeriouſly ;.Is it not for the 


Juſtice, as well as Mercy ? Always to pardon, and 
never to puniſh, would be Tameneſs, rather than 
Benignity ; z:a Renynciation of Holineſs, rather 


in Us, ſo extravagantly to magnify the amiable, 


as to depreciate, nay even annihilate, the a] 
Attributes of the DE ITV ?—This, ſays a Peet; 


is the Teatr. not of nen but of * 


W ho fet at odds Heaven' s farring Attributes, _ 
7 with one Excellence another wound ; 
| Maim 


our Almi; ity" LORD, a our erna jVUDGE, 
not only — to offer theſe Bleſſings, but invites 
Us—intreats/Us—with the moſt affectionate Aenne 
beſeeches Us. not to reject them: 

This is the preciſe Idea Iincladed:i in the Original. 
Fry; and the Idea is as comfortable, 'as the ee 15 
expreſſive. Jai. xxvii. 5. 1 Kings L 16. x 


4 
be * 


% DIALOGUE IV, 
2 Heaven's Pesfltion; break its equal Beams, 
Bid Mercy triumph ver OD himſelf, 


" Utdeified by their opp robrious Praiſe: 
4 GOD. all Mercy i 10 a 60 unjuſt . 


Ther. But We have lately been told, that the 
dard Grace of the LAG TVE R is not 
obſtructed by any Demands of Law and Juſtice, 
For He can ſet them aſide. 

Aſp. What! Set afide a Law, which is hol, 
righteous, and good !—Set afide a Juſtice, which 
is eternal, inflexible, - and infinite St. Paul gives 
a very different Solution of this Difficulty. He 
tells Us—not that GO ſet aſide his Law and his 
Juſtiee but that He ſet forth the bleſſed FESUS 
for a Propitiation. - With this exprefs Deſign, tha 
He might declare his Reghteonſneſs T; might demon- 
ſtrate, not only his Clemency, but his Juſtice; 
even that vindidtive Juſtice, whoſe Nature is, to 
W and whoſe Office, to puniſh Sin. 

This ſeems to be the Import of the Word Right 
e, in the preſent Connection. And more than 
ſeems,” if We confult the following Verſe. To 4 
clave, I fay, at this Time his EB iN ; that H 
might be juſt t, evidence Himſelf to be ſtrictly and 
inviolably righteous, in the Adminiſtration of his 
anne even while He i is the all-forgiving 


us wk . IIS 48 


- - Night- Thoughts, N* IV. 8 51 Rom. ili. 25. 


"0 Rem: ili. 26. The ee of b Juilice mu be pre- 
ſerved: inviolate. And inviolate it ze-preſerved, if there 


was a real Infliction of erer on — AVIO UX. 
Nothing elſe ean thoroughhy Tu this great Evange- 
Heal Data K erer 1 


Un done! 55 i 
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: gracious FUS TI FIER of the Sinner, that be- 
= lecveth in JESUS. According to this Plan, Mercy 
= and Truth meet together; Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs 
each other *. All the Attributes harmonize ; every 
Attribute is glorified, and not one ſuperſeded, no, 
not ſo much as clouded. _ 
Ther. If ſome are verging to one Extreme, are 
W not you inclining to the other ? Our Ears tingle, 
and our Blood runs chill, at the very Thoughts of 
po ſevere a Vengeance, executed on an Object ſo 
W worthy and illuſtrious.—Beſides, how can We ſup- 
poſe, that the beneficent CREATOR and PRE- 
SERVER of Men, ſhould tate pleaſure in the Suf- 
= ferings of the moſt unblatneable Perſon, that ever 
| exiſted? Eſpecially, ſince He himſelf has made 
this tender Declaration; I will have Mercy, and 
net Sacrifice +. Oxy. | 
Aſp. A tender Declaration nd it is: ſignifying, 
that GOD is better pleaſed with the Duties of Hu- 
manity and Charity, than with the moſt coſtly and 
pompous Train of Sacrifices. Nay, that He will 
even diſpenſe with the Obfervance of his orm cere- 
monial Inſtitutions, when' they interfere with 'our 
Exerciſe of Beneficence One to another. Thus: re- 
| ſigning (ſo admirable is his Goodneſs!) the Services 
due to Himfelf, for the Benefit and Comfort of. his 
Creatutes.—But this has no Sort of Relation to the 
| Death of CHRIST. In which Mercy and Sacri- 
fice, were not disjoined, but united. Which had, 
therefore, every Requiſite, to make it moſt per- 
fectly acceptable to the KING of Heaven. 
We are aſſured by a Prophet, That it pleaſed the 
CO to bruije his en Child JESUS. GOD 
Not 
* Prat. — n + Mat. . 13 e 
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not only gave up his SON to Sufferings, but gate 
Him up with a divine Complacency * An like man- 
ner, the bleſſed JESUS addreſſed Himſelf to the 
dreadful Taſk, not only without Reluctance, but 
with the utmoſt Alacrity . 1'delight 10 do thy Mil, 
was the Language of his Soul, —Should You aſk; 
How. could the 8 ON take-pleaſure in 


* 


Divine Cemplateney.—Thib is the Idea included in the 
original Word yÞr7 Ifai. liii. 10. Which is but poorly 
and faintly repreſented by the Beha of the Sepruagint, 
It correſponds withithe vigorous Phraſe, uſed; by the Voice 
from Heaven, wxnoe, Matt. iii. 17. Or, it may be very 
exactly tranſlated by St. Paul's beautiful Expreflion, a- 
pirulas, Heb. iii. An Conformity to this Sentiment, 


1 of . 4 4 


the great, JEHOVAH is ſaid to ſmell a ſweet Savour, 


or a Saver of Ref MMI PN in thoſe Saerifices, which 
| Prefigured the crucified FESUS, Gen. viii. 21. 

+ Utmoſt Alacrity.— There is no Inconfiftency between 
this Aſſertion, and our LORD's Supplication ; TA. 
7 HE R, if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from mee ne der- 
eheleſs,. not my Will, but thine be done. pam, ſays Origen, 
B (45300 erdeSwnoles, pf N Tug (ouSaingor. This vas 


the Voice, not oxly of Refignationj Gut - of Acquieſcenct and 


Complacenay. Such a deprecatory Requeſt, put up with 
ſo much Earneſtneſs, yet with ſo much Submiſſion, be. 
trayed nat any Weakneſs of Mind. It only ſhewed the 
Reality of our LOR D*s Manhood: that his Senſations 


were exactly like ours: that He affected no 8:0jcal Apa- 
thy, but willingly, endured, not prondly deſpiſed, Tri. 


bulation and Anguiſh. . It demonſtrated likewiſe, beyond 
the Power of Neg. the extreme Severity, and al- 
moft inſupportable Weight, of our REDEEMER' 
Affliction. 1 ene 14¹b „„ 
HFis tender Love to Mankind, and fervent Zeal for 
his FAT HE R's. Glory, prompted Him 0 gefrre theſe 
Sufferings. His invincible Reſolution and unequaled 
Magnanimity, emboldened Him to meet them, with a 
generous Ardour. Vet they were ſo terrible, that his 
Nature, being human, could not but recoil a little, at 
their Approach; a1 
inevitably have Junk under the Lond, © 


undergoing, 


nd, had it not been divine alſo, muſt 
F Fat 8 


tedgm 
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or the FATHER in inflicting, the moſt agonizꝝ 
ing Sorrows ? I anſwer ; On Account of that grand , 
Seties of Advantages, which, reſulting from thence, . 
will  extend—upwards to nnn. to 
Earth —forwards through Eternit. 

A ſevere Vengeance, You ſay, ſuch as makes 2 
« our Ears to tingle. —This is the very Thing in 
tended, to awaken and alarm preſumptuous Offen- 
ders. That thèey may ſee their horrid Guilt; ſee 
their extreme Danger; and trifle no longer with 
the only Method of Reconciliation. A Method, 
calculated to ſtrike the deepeſt Terror, even while 
it cheriſhes the brighteſt Hope ſtrike the decpeſt 
Terror, on every perſevering Sinner while it che- 
riſhes the Ong _ in 1 nnn Tranſ- 
greſſor. 

Ther. If one of my s ani bad reminds or in- 
jured me; 1 ſhould, upon his ſubmiſſive. Acknows- 
ediniicinn; forgive his Fault, and not inſiſt upon 
Satisfaction for the Wrong. Will You make the 
| FATHER' of Compaſſions; | more inexorable in 
| his Nature, more rigid in his u e an a 

human Maſter? eee 

Aſp. When You have a Sang that: owes e bis 
Being to your: Power; that has received innume- 
rable Benet from your Bounty; yet has offered 
Vou innumerable Affronts, all attended with the 
moſt aggravating Circumſtances, and all in Defiance 
of the moſt righteous Threatenings When You are 
poſſeſſed of immortal Majeſty, and incomprehen- 
ble Perfection; when, Truth inyiolable, and Juſ- 
tice inflexible, pk] eſſential | to your Character — 
Then, Theron, the P. allel. wil hold 7 From 
„ n Your 


ve A 
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Your Conduct ſhall be a Pattern for the Pied Th 
of. THE MOST HIGHEST.! - Boſon 
Till then, You and I muſt be willing to forgive of He 
becauſe. GOP has made it our bounden Duty ; and uþ* 0 
becauſe We have:incomparably more to be 3 Propit 
by the UDG E of the World, than We can poſ. 1 
ſibly remit to aur Fellow- creatures, In the mean (and 
Time; Vou will allow the great JEHOVAH, MES 
who is glorious i in Halineſs, to communicate his hea- Living 
venly Favours, after a Manner becoming Himſelf, titude 
On ſuch æugiiſt and honourable Terms, as ſhall main- the T. 
tain the Rights of his univerſal Government, and fering 
manifeſt the conſummate, the infinite * of Wi Depen 
his Nature. — lie been b 
lr. Might not GO D have 1 our Tranl. Ceres 
greſfons, and received fallen Men into his Favour, lap 
without any Propitiation ?—To deny this, would wouts 
be to limit the HOLY ONE of 1frae!; and im- eapabh 
poſe: Conditions on that uncontroulable Sovereign, perpett 
wo giveth not Account of any of, his Matters. any In 
1 ſp. We need not embarraſs Ourſelves, by enter- 16431151 
ing upon Enquities, which may ſeem to lie beyond | 
the Limits of human Underſtanding. _ Enough for 7 


Us to know, that this Propitiation was abſolutely ne- 

| car y, with regard to the firſt Covenant. For, a 

GOD had ſolemnly declared, In the Day Thou eatef 

there, dying Thou ſbult die; his Truth and Juſtice 
Food engaged to execute the Threatening. And 

no ſecond Adam could: reſtore the. 8 but by 

u r Cutie upon Himſelf. 


De Mus, of Yaflice naß; me 1.1 Him 
_ Some other able, and as willing gs pay 5 

i Lhe leis Satrsfattion, Death For Diath *, 
17. There 


« Mruron, Book in. 219. 
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Therefore the Divine JESUS, who lay in the 
Boſom of the FAT HER, and knew the Counſels 
of Heaven, ſaid; The Sen of Man musT be lite 
up * on the Croſs. From which it appears, that a 
Propitiation was indiſpenſably-requifize —Becauſe, 
it was expreſly foretold by. the antient Prophets 
(and the Scripture cannot be broken) that the 

MESSIAH Should be cut off out of the Land of the 
| Living, —Becauſe, a Variety of Types, and a Mul- 
titude of 'Sacrifices, prefigured his Death. One or 
che Types, pointed out the very Manner of his Suf- 
fering; and all the Sacrifiees, detached from their 
Dependence on this great Oblation, would have 
been beggarly Elements mere, unavailing, empty 

I apprehend, it is no Limitation of the uncen- 
troulable SOVEREIGN, to ſuppoſe Him in- 
capable of acting otherwiſe, than in perfect and 
perpetual Confiftency with Himſelf. Neither is it 
any Infringement on his abſolute Sovereignty, that 
"SUIT FEMTLOLATC Eo OGL oC BTLOSAHIGED Canute 


* John iii. 14. An r, c. The ſame Expreſſion is 
uſed, Luke xxiv. 26, Perfectly conformable to this lead- 
ing Truth, is the current Language both of the Law and 
of the Gofpel. Under the Zaw, GO himſelf proteſts: 
baue fern, thut rhe Ini guity —.— Houſe of Eli fall a. 
be purged dνο⁰νά TID a Slaughteres afrringy our 

leat-offering for ever ; that is, no Kind of lation 

mall be accepted; the Guilt ſhall never be-expiated, 

I Sam. iii. 14. Under the Goſpel, the Aphoſtle forewarns; 

If We fin wilfully, by a final Apoſtacy from CHRIS. 
there remaineth' no more Sacrifice for Sins; they are, to ſuch 
Perſons, and in ſuch Cireumſtances, abſolutely irremiſſi- 

ble, Heb. x. 26.— Which Pliraſes are evidently cm 
with, and founded on; this grand Doctrine; That the 
appointed, the n Way of ' obtaining Pardon from tine 
nghteous GOD; ie, by che Intervention of awexpidtety: , _ 


CC. 
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— 
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He cannot but order all Affairs, for the Honour of 
his Juſtice, his Fidelity, and each of his exalted 
Perfections.— This is the very Thing, which the 
ſacred Writers expreſs in their plain but ſtrong 
Language; b. who cannot 12 * eee 20 
—_—— I 122K 4 

on 


240 d Dion be 
| ry "wag 8 OD. ies jr wi Aid t 2 . 
| na. in that ſublime Paſſage, where He 
proclaims his Name to AA ſes. | 
LORD GO, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
abundant in Goodneſs and Truth; terping Mercy fr 
thouſands, forgiving Aniguity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin 


Now, Forgiveneſs. 48, a free Thing. Freeneſs is 
implied in the very Nature of Pardon. Take away 


kenne Ra You auer the N an Far- 


Grace, and becomes he Payment qf a Debt. | 

Aſp. The Tent yon quote is truly ſublime; an 
1 comfortable. But Vou forget to mention 
one Article of very great Moment, which cloſes 
and completes the glorious Character. Which 


2 ſeems added on purpoſe, to event any wrong Ap- 


prchenſions of the DEI TV, and to guard againſ 

all Abuſe of the Doctrine. He will in ns dach 
OR Ron ers de Corey 
T 1587 . 0! el . i N 
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12 7925 BY 
ah K* n 
err 3 2 ki. I. TER 
— . . 10 "hs her = Guilty, Exgd. -xxxiv. 7. 
"This Text is not without its Difficulty, Pecially in tlie 
| Anal — Steuchus interprets. the Words, Etinnactuf non 
_ writ font Piaeulo: He hall not be acquitted, without à pi. 
-cular-Sacrifice, -I thitk,/ they may be tranflated; With © 
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W tion whatever, abſolve the obſtinate, perſevering, 
5 irreclaimable Offender: neither will He acquit any 
of the guilty Race, abſolutely, unconditionally, or 
withgut ſuch. z Satisfaction, . as may reply the 1 
| pour of bis injured Law. 9985 
We, have. Redemption through his Blud, ſays Us 
Apoſtle, « even the Forgiveneſs of - -our Sins *, It is Fo or- 
giveneſs, You ſee, though bought with a Price. It 
is Remiſfion, thou gh procured by Blood —lt is free, 
with regard to that ſovereign. BEING, who-par- 
dons. F ar, He was under no Obligation to admit 
of a propitiatory Sacrifice ; but might, without : any 
Diminution of his Dignity, have left all Mankind 
to periſh ,in their Sins. It is free, with regard to 
the obnoxious Creatures, who are pardoned. For, 
it is vouchſafed, without any Satisfaction demanded 
at their Hand: or any: Penalty inflicted on their 
er in this reſpect wh ona; chat an In- 
"VO, Kt 1% a Nn BE... AxSLH tereſt 


* 
1 7 - 


no means let it go unpuni meaning Sin which is 
e immediate A r; is expreſſed i the three pre- 
ceding Words; and may very perly be referred to in 
this Clauſe. T; the 25 will be, as follows; 
" Thoug h GOD pardogs Sin, yet it ſhall not go un- 
ir puniſhed. He watt certainly ict his righteous Ven- 
« geance, and exerciſe his —.— Pallice; though not 
on the Sinner, whöm He: ſpares yet on the SURE- 
„Ty, whom He has provided.“ In the fame Manner 
occius rende rs the Pallage, Et 5 t non exercens Impunitatem; , 
= exp 8 855 it much to the ſame Purpoſe.—We have 

this very Word, in the ſame remarkable Conſtruction, 
Jer. xxx. 11. Dp x dm; which is tranflated, I vill 
wt leave thee altogether unpuniſhed. Which preciſely ſig- 
-Mfies, Ab/olwing I — 10! 7 Thee z and, according 

to our Manner of tþe aking mp oh Till Alan, 

acquit Thee, as Fhnbcent.", f | 
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tereſt | in the great "Atonement is granted to Vs, 


withgut the leaſt Merit, N any deſerving Qualites 
tions of our own. 


In all this, GOD is not only merciful, but mol 


tenderly and inexpreſſibly merciful. And will ay 


One calumniate this majeſtic and venerable'Metho 


of exerciſing Mercy? Becauſe Proviſion is made foi 


the equal Glory of Truth. and Holineſs?—Calun- 


niate Surely, it becomes Us to admire and adore, 
ſaying with the Pſalmiſt; Juſtice and Fudgmen an 


the Habitation F thy Drone. Jaſtice ſatisfied, 


and 2 gment fully e executed, in the Perſon of th 


DPIAT OR, are the aſis or Foundation of 


| bb Throne. The Poundation, on which thy 
; Throne of Grace is erected, and from which al 


its Adminiſtrations proceed. 
'Ther. -Does not.your Notion of a op iatory b da- 


erifice, derogate from the Goodneſs of the Almi: 5 
FATHER; and transfer all our ObligatiofsÞ 


.the,jnearnate | SON? 
Ap: Js there, not Geodne 7 in afÞnaing A Subſſ- 


_ctutetorſuffer, in our Stead Als th there not;{till great! 


Goodneſs, in pr aSubſtitute fortUs, without 
airy Solizjration on of- hart ? Is chere not the ver 


Higheſt Exertion, of e in Rach 1 A fey, 


anf only, an;ingomparably excellen 


g HIM to; the 99 EM 
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0 OD fo loved the World, apoſtate and polluted 
as it was Lato did He love it? To a Degree, un- 
W utterable by any Tongue; inconceivable by any 

ingination; and only to be expreſſed by the 156 


« nitely precious Effects. Loved it so, that He gaue 
7 bis ,only-begotten 8$'O N, that . whaſoever believeth i 
„Vn add net periſh, but haue everlaſting Life *, 


And does this derogate from the Goodneſs of the 
Almighty FATHER ? Not, barely. to give Par- 
don and Life, but to.give them through the Hands, 


, through. the Wounds, the Aggnie, the Death | 
he | of his divineſt, deareſt SON | 
0 Such Privileges, 9 in any Way, muſt 
challenge the devouteſt Acknowledgments. But, 
x when attended with this additional Demonſtration 
of Favour, they inflame Us with Gratitude, and 
8. WF tranſport Us with Admiration. They not only 
he manifeſt, but +: commend the divine Love.: they 
WM Jhew it to the greateſt Advantage; 3 ſhew it in the 

utmoſt Perfection; with every Circumſtance, of 
i- BY grand Recommendation, and high Endearment. 
ate By: this Means, bleſſed GOD, Thou haſt unſpeak- 
ot wh ne thy Benefits Been haſt rendered 
yerſ g wr 4 a 1 5 ys 
4s 1 „ John iii. . 19 3 

+ * v. 8. Tannen. It ſeems to * an Ine t ken 

mat” from the PraQtice of Trade/men. Who, in aged heir 
mo Goods, point out and enlarge upon their Exeelleneies; 
fig. — the cleareſt Light, whatever maꝝ beſpeak Wir | 
5 Worth, or recommend them tothe Purc ert 

it may klage to the Cuſtom of ſending, with ſome 
70D waste and worthy Perſon, T:commendatery Letters. 
5 which his good Qualities are deſcribed and every Aude 
Bo is mentienad, . che OE his Character, and ren- 
47 Ks reps Preſency die Senſe Be. Paul uſes 
ON” t hoſe nearly — Ter, vngcrtis, hd woot, 2 r. 


ü. 1. 
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| them, chotgtt invaluable i in themſelves, exceeding) Wa flyer - 
more fo, by the Manner of conferring them! _- Bi rroachec 
\* Ther, Again in your Elevations, Aſpaſin P—The Vein, v 
World, You knew, is grown very rational andi in. ne Bloc 
Günter; will admit Wet, but upon clear Evi Air of 
dence, and full Conviction. We expect, there. Tomb. 
| fore, in all religious Enquiries, not the Flights of burſt int. 
Fancy, or the Sallies of Zeal; but a ee diately g 
; Reaſon, and Solidity of Argument. 4 If it v 
> 18 The Wofld, rational as it is, ſeems, by the Love, tc 
of the preſent” Age, no Enemy to Works o che Hon 
ar The World, therefore, may not be dil. ineffable 
pleaſed: with an affecting Story. And a Story, all his vi 
ſuitable to the O Occaſion, juſt occurs to my Mind. EL 
Such as may ſerve to ſhadow forth, though ver Ml Der. 
faintly, the furpaffing Benignity ore Grace of ou ‚ CHRIS 
crueified FD that very 
A certain Afatic Queen; dep nike this Life, it auities. 
behind Her three accompliſhed Sons; all arrived v N comparab 
Vears of Maturity.— The young Princes were it leſs 45 

*ftrife, who ſhould pay thq Higheſt Refpect to thir BF 40. J 
royal Mother's Mieth. To give Scope for tber I hame, 1 
' generous: Contention, they agreed to meet at the As for 
Place of her Interment; and there preſent the mol which ou 
honourable Gift, . they knew how to deviſe, or were Prince of 

able to procure.—The, Ela « came, and exhibited Stable, a. 
2 ſumptuous, Monument; conſiſting of the richet {iſ*iled fro 
Materials; and orname ted with the moſt exquilit WW? foreign. 
© Wotkmanſhip.—Phe Second ranſacted all the Bear- Md his M 
ties of the blooming Creation ; and offered a Gar Crimes, 2 
land of ſuck! admirable Colours, and delightfu When bre 
Odours, 5 bad. never been f ſeen pefore.— The n 
85 


| 25 appeared, without any pompous Prepa® ** 
e cryſtal Hpſon N Hand, wu belore hir 


nd Io REL ee 1. 


28 


5 


a Glver Bodkin in the other. As ſoon as He ap- 
broached, Ie threw open his Breaſt; pierced: a, 
vein, which lay oppoſite. to his Heart; received 
the Blood in the tranſparent Vaſe; and, with an 
Air of affectionate Reverence, placed it on the 
Tomb. — The Spectators, ſtruck with the Sight, 
burſt into a Shout of general Applauſe ; and imme- 
diately gave the Preference to this laſt Oblat ion: 
Love, to expend a feto of thoſe precious Drops, for 
the Honour of a Parent: O] how matchleſs how. 
ineffable was the Love of FESUS,. in pouring out 
all his vital Blood, for the Salvation of Enemies! 


y 


Ther, My greateſt ObjeQion is {till to come. —If. 
CHRIST: ſuffered" in our Stead; He muſt ſuffer 
that very Puniſhment, which was due to our Ini- 
quities. This your orthodox Divines affirm to be in- 
comparably worſe than bodily Death; to be nothing 
leſs than the everlaſting Diſpleaſure f GOD. 
Af. The Puniſhment due to our Iniquities, was 
dhame, Death, and the divine Wr ath. ; | Ts TH 
As for Shame—W as ever Shame, like that Shame, 
which our deſpiſed REDEEMER bore ?—Tho' 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth, yet born in a 
stable, and laid in a Manger. When an Infant, 
xiled from his own Country, and a Vagabond in 
a foreign Land. When engaged in the Diſcharge 
of his Miniſtry, accuſed of the moſt flagitious 
Crimes, and branded with the blackeſt Names. 
When brought to his Exit, apprehended as a Thief; 
condemned as a Malefactor 3 Bay, the vileſt of Ma- 
riators, a Robber; and a Murderer, is preferred 
before him. —His Executioners poured Contempt 
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upon all his venerable” Offices. ASD Ning, they 
ridieuled Him, by putting a Mock-Sceptre into bi 
Hand; and crowning Him wich ragged Thorns *, 
inſtead of a royal Diadem. They vilified' his ark 
ic Character, by hood-winking His Eyes; 3 ſtrik- 

ing his bleſſed Head; and then aſking, in cruel 
Periſton; Ibo it was ur ſmote Him +. - They caſt 


Reproach upon His prizlly Undertaking, when they ing ſorr 

ſharpened their Tongues with rhalſeicus Irony, ani WI Nights 

ſhot out tHoſe bitter Words; Hs hv O, Hin. BI LER 

Af He c cannot fave f,—T'6 render Rid Infamy as pubs 2 a 
0 8 


lie, as it was Mockinig, they Hung Him on # Free; 5 
ant expoſed Him, defiled as He was with Spit ſweat g 
and disfigured with Wounds, to the gaz ing Eyes and ing Stre 
Gontumeſious Scoffs of numberſeſs Spectatore. adequat 

If Vou doubt, Whether GHMRNRITS＋ ſuſtained the . Anguill 
Hirath of GOD, let Us follow Him toithe Garden I TAT E 
of Gethſemiznie. A Scene, which would always e- able I. 
collect, when L walk along che fertile Vale, or ex il SON. 
patiate amidſt the flowery. Garden |, or: enjoy the number 


Delights of any rural Retirèment.— He had no Re- Ther, 
ng to Wer his 19-47; pol pay 3 { pace holy F 
ed [oe OM: | Wrath! 
4 To eee the. bleſſed FE 80 with Straw, Ib. 


would have been a vile Inſult, and treating Him like an ad war 
ambitious Means. But to crown Him with len, ju Wl „ He 

fl Tacerating Thorns, was adding Cruelty to their In- ine Ho! 
— — of Barbarity to che. moſt. *Coniteraptnous Redemp 

Matt: xxvii. 29. all the f 

A Fi. SO afally. infamating, that his facred prophetic of the \ 
Office was fit for nothing, but to e TEN 60 

Furpoſes, Mate. xvi, 68. 


1 $} 5 1 Matt. ii. 42. . abomina 
| * Alfuding ee che Bengeligs — of 2 kreffing 
— wito. rep ir aa a Garden; and to the Fi, Ahe 
of the Word, which figmifies a fat or * Valli, 4 pal. 


: 1055 N John xviil. 1. Matt. xxvi. 36. 


* 
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fulneſs and FT rembling,came upon Him. No Vie- 
{ lence was offered tor his ſaered Perſon ; yet a hor- 
rible Dread overwhelmed Him. — He was anointed. 
with the Oil of Gladneſs, above his Fellows *. 
Yet- ſo: intenſe was his Affliction, that it fetehed 
Tears + from his Eyes, and forced that melancholy 
Gy from his Lips; My Soul is ſorrowful ; exceed 
ng/arrewfid ; ſorrowful even unto Death {,—* Twas 
Nieht, cold Night; and though our Divine MAS 
TER lay proſtrate upon the Earth, amidſt the Fall 
of chilling Dews, He ſweat—He ſweat Blood Vea, 
ſo ſore was this ſtrange, unſeen Conflict, that He 
(weat great Drops of Blood; running down, in reek- 
ing Streams, to the Ground What Cauſe, what 
adequate Cauſe, can be aſſigned for this amazing 
Anguiſn? None but the Wrath of his Almighty 
FAT H. ER. Who was now become an inexor- 
| able IU DGE; treated Him no longer as the 
SON- of his Love, but as the SU RETY for un- 
numbered Millions of guilty Creatures. 

Ther. W as it poſſible, that the innocent and 
holy FE SUS, the dearly beloved SON: of GOD, 
ſhould. become. an Object of His F AT AE R 8 
Wrath? 

IP. It was not only poſlible,. but 3 . 
and neceſſary. Unavoidable, with reſpe& to the di- 
rine Holineſs ; zecefſary, for the Procurement of our 
Redemption, —Sin was charged upon. CHRIST; 
all the Sits of all Believers, in all Ages 9 Phates: 
of the World. And could the infinitely. righteous, 
GOD behold ſuch : a Deluge of Iniquities, ' (thoſe 
abominable Things, which He hateth) without ex- 
ng Ns Diſgſeafure?, "na the bleſſed. 7E—- 

Try KY e 
0 Plat atv. 7 , + Heb: v. 7. kme . 300 | 


' SUS be puniſhed, 
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that tremendous Indignation which they deſerved? 
If this was not the Caſe; who can maintain the 
Dignity of his Conduct, during the Agony in the 


Garden? Was there no Pouring out of the divine 


Diſpleaſure? Then his Behaviour in that Hour of 


Tryal, did not equal the Intrepidity of the three 
| Hebrew Youths; who continued calm, and' with- 
cout the leaſt Pertürbatiofl, while the Furnace was 
heated into ſeven-fold Rage *. But if this was the 


Time, in which, (no created Arm being ftrong 


enough to give the Blow) it pleaſed the LORD 
to bruiſe Him ; if this was the Time, in which 


the moſt high GOD bent bis Bow like an Finns 
and Nod 101th his 'Right-hand' as an Adverſary t; i 
is eaſy, very eaſy to account for the prodigious oh 


ſternation of oux R E. D E EME R. No wonder 


that his Heart, though endued with otherwiſe i in- 
vincible Fortitude, | Thould' become like melting 


Wax. For, who, fe oweth the Power of that 
Wrath, at which t illars of Heaven tremble * 


Ah Theron; he inepar and the Gall, which 
they gave Him to drink, were not.half fo bitter, as 


the Cup of his FAT LIE R's Wrath. Vet, for 


our ſake, He drank it off to the very Dregs.— 
The Nails, that pierced } his Hands; the Spear, 


that cleft his Heart ; were not half 2 Tharp, as the 


Frowns. of his eternal FATHER's 'Cauntenance. 


Which, for our e He e fub- 


ef mittel 
ww Ke, I. * To: #7 : oh 3 3.1.1 þ- WY | 7 1 91 iin 
f 1 5 - ig * Dan. i oy 16, 1 3 


4 7 mit. 18. he Prop der ys not, It] eaſed the 


LO D. that wicked Men- mould may Him; ; but, I. 


18 


leaſed die LO R himſelf t0 Wie Er. i; 
of * 1 Lam. ii. 4. N Job xxvi. 11. 


truly puniſhed for them, without 
any painful Senfation of their horrid Evil; and of 
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mitted to bear.— He was rent with Wounds, and 
racked with Pain; his Bones were diſlocated, and 


his Nerves convulsed; a thouſand thorny Daggers 

were planted in his Temples, and Life flowed out 
at ten thouſand guſhing” 'Veins. Yet this, all this: 

Was gentle, was lenient, in compariſon of thoſe in- | 

| exprefible Agonies, which penetrated his very Soul. 


The former, drew not a ſingle Complaint from his 


Mouth; che latter, wrung from his breaking Heart 
that paſſionate Exclamation; My ODT My: 


GOD !' why haßt Thon forſaken me. Aſtoniſhing 


Words | Surely, a Diſtreſs, beyond all Imagina- 
| tion grievous , uttered them. Surely, the Ven- 
| geance, not of Men, but of Heaven itſelf, extorted 
them. © Every Syllable of Which ſpeaks,” what the 
mourning Prophet W | 4. it r to: an 


i. 3 "1 To tt 4. 


* To 3 our 1 of £ this Diſtreſs, A * liſts, 
make uſe of the moſt forcible Nba tub ueber, 
He was ſeized fe ie *moft alarming Aſloniſhment 
ahh, He Was Gert de d with «7njupporthble Dejettion. 
H., He was: befiegedon; all fides, as it were, 
with an Army of ijnyading ek awreſtled, ; midſt 
ſtrong Cries, and Tears, not only with the Malice of Me 
and Rage of Devils, but with this infinitely more dreaded 


| Indignation of GOD: He wreſtled even unto ar Agony 


of Spirit, aſα. All theſe Circumſtances of Horror 

ug . conſtrain neee Poet very juſtly, 
Meer * S OK 201 le 21603159 

4 Weight of. . more 3 ten Worlds. could bear / 


The Critic, probably, will admire the Propriety 
Beauty of this 1 Line. Which, compoſed of prin god 


Monoſyllables, and clogged with the frequent Repetition 


of a cumbrous Conſonant, makes the Sound remarkably 


oppoſite to the Senſe.— May We all he /acred Critics! | 


ave, not only. a refined Taſte, to reliſh ſuch Elepancies 


of if Compoſition, but an awakened Tens tofeel a 


8) of ſuch important Truths! i es 5 


F 
1 


all. He dons. Behold a * if 33 any 
Serrow! lite unt my Sorrows wherewtth the OR 

hath-afffited-me, in the: Huy of his fierce Anger ? 
Here, now, ist our whole Piiniſhment- endured; 
Stiam®: of the Croſs, and the Sorrow of Death; 
thei Saſenſtons of the ALMIGHT V's. — | 
and the terrible Senſations of his Wrath: 

Dr: Be it ſo- Vet all this amounts to no more, 
than Bart of Payment. For, theſe Sufferings were 
tranſientʒ (temporary only, not eternal. Therefore, 
the 1 moſt bitter Ingredient, 

> In the. Egimgte, of divine 1 and in 
point of. penal I. Satisfaction, they, were equivalent to 
out: endleſs Punifhment r. Eſpecially, if We con- 
ſider the Severity: ofithe Sufferings, and the Dignity 
Skthe SUFFERER. 

The Severity of the Sufferings. —Let me illuſtrate 
this Pom by a. Cohiparifen: At the laſt Day, al 
thoſe Aerce eruptive Flames, ich have raged in 
Ana, in ke Lins, and in every. other burning 
Meamiire-theoughut: tho World—All thoſe con- 

fret ſudtrtranlean Pireß, which have ſo terribly 

— 4 the F. oundations' of Finiaica, Sicily, and 
| Conflaniinoplo—In a. Word z the whole Element of 
Pire, however: employed? throwgh . all” the Nevolu- 
tors of Time, wherever #fFuſed' through” all the 
Regions of the Globe, will then be collected ffom 

s ard ur forth ir one val refificis, 
| eee, Tov 2 Nan Manner, all 
| n a # a that' 


7 %Y 
pey f 8 
— F ſe F ” 


{15 3 i Py 
* La and po . pigs FI 82 7 glernæ Dan- 


| mu rganifellcet :, & Unius Paſſio tot El:torum Myria- 
dibus redimendi: ſufficiat. Wirs. ir Smd. 


DDXLOöGUE IV: vn 


that Wrath, which was due to the innumerable 
Multitude of Sinners, redeemed from every People, 
and Nation; which, if executed on the offending, 
Creatures, had been prolonged to eternal Ages; all 
that Wrath, contracted into one inconceivably 
dreadful Blaze, was at once poured out upon the in- 
terpoſing SURETY 3+ at one flamed forth on our 
heavenly VIC TIM. — This will appear more than 
probable, if, among other Particulars, We con- 
template the unequaled Magnanimity of our 
LORD, who is ſtyled he Lion of the Tribe of Ju- 
dah &; and compare it with his bloody Sweat in- 
the Garden, and his exceeding. d.. on the 
Croſs +. 

The Dignity-of the 8 U F FERER Had our 
SAVIOUR's Sufferings been the Sufferings of. # 
mere Man, or of the meſt exalted. Angel, I acknow-- 
ledge, they could have bore no-Proportion to our 
Demerit. But they: were the Sufferings of the 
PRINCE of Ma LORD. of Glory: 
before whom all Men are as Duſt, and all. Angels 


as Worms, — Was an infinite MAI ESTV of- 


fended? An infinite MEDIAT OR atoned. 
Weigh the Dignity, the divine Dignity of the 
RE DR EME R's Perſon, againſt the everlaſting, 
Duration of our Puniſhment. It will not only 
counter balance, but preponderute. Finite Creatures 
can never make an infinite Satisfaction; ; No, not 

| — 


er. v. 5. 


+ I thinks, the Ban of the Greek Litte i che; 
Lang nguage of ſtrit᷑t — as well as e Deve 


tion, A aſwowy (Þ mnie YM The Suffering of our: 
5ORD: were, in their Meafure and Weight, vaſt, tre- 
mendous, unknown : abſolutely beyond wy Reach: of. 
human Imppictation.. | 
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through the moſt unlimited Progreſſidn of Ages. 
Whereas, when our LORD undertook the Work, 


being truly and properly infinite, He finiſhed it at 
once.—80 that his Sufferings, though temporary, 
have an All- ſuffieiency of Merit and Efficacy. They 


are, in this Reſpect, adequate; nay, on Account of 
the Infinitude of his Nature, they are more than 


adequate to an Eternity of Puniſhment. 

It was TMMANUEL, it was the incarnate 

. GOD, who purchaſed the Church, and | redeemed 
Sinners, with his own Blood *. The jeiwenſe Dig- 

nity and Grandeur of our. SAVIOUR, commu- 


nicated their ennobling Influence, to every Tear | 
He ſhed, to every Sigh He heaved, to every Pang 


He felt. This renders his Sufferings a perfett, as 
their vicarious Nature renders them a proper Satiſ- 
faction. And though the Wood of Lebanon was not 


ft ufficient to burn, nor all the Beafts thereof ſu ficient far 
a Burnt-offering +; yet this Sacrifice fully anſwers 


the Exigence of the Caſe.—This Sacrifice ſends 


up an ever- acceptable Odour to the Skies, and dif- 


fuſes its ſweet Perfume through all Generations: 


| ſuch as appeaſes Heaven, and revives the World. | 
Ves, Theron; You muſt give me Leave to repeat 
the ſublime and delightful Truth. It was GOD, 


the great GOD,” even au SAVIOUR FESUS 


| ee 8 ws Rory rnd 4 e ne Us 8 of ye Sacri- 


| fice 
bin 
85 43 xx. 28. The original Words are rewarkably 
emphatical. They expreſs with the utmoſt Preciſion, 
they aſcertain | with. the greateſt Cogency,*-the moſt im- 
portant and precious of all Truths. Tu ec ² Own, 
Tm wine M r 49 ' audio. The Church of GOD, 
which HE hath Purchaſed with 1s own PROPER 


Bled. 
3 15. 1 16. 


— 


4 Tit. i ii. 13. 14+ 
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fie therefore muſt be inconceivably meritorious. O! 
that Sinners, the vile of Sinners, knew its all- 


ſufficient Efficacy ! They would no longer be holden 


in the Bonds of Iniquity, by that deſtructive Sug⸗ 


geſtion of the Devil, There is no Hape *. 


Ther. What valuable End could ſuch-vicariqus 


Sufferings accompliſh ? Suppoſe G O D abſolutely 


inexorable, and they cannot avail. . Suppoſe Him + 


divinely merciful, and they are neat. | 
_ Aſp. The Difficulty You propoſe, I think, has 


| been obviated already. So that I have no Occaſion 


to ſolve your Dilemma, but only to anſwer your 


Queſtion, Which I ſhall do, firſt in general; by 


collecting into a Point, the Subſtance of this and 


the preceding Conference. Theſe Sufferings—as 
a Puniſhment, gave ample Satisfaction to the divine 
violated Law—as a Sacrifice, they perfectly recon- 
ciled Us to our offended G O D—as a Price, they 
redeemed Us from every Evil, and purgbaſys for 
Us a. Title to all Good. 


This is a Subject of the maſt diſtinguiſhed 1 | 


portance. Let not my. Theron imagine, I would 
abuſe his Patience, if I dwell a Moment longer on 
the favourite Topic. A Topic, which attracts the 


Attention of Heaven, Earth, and Hell. The Croſs 


of CHRIST, is the. Object of Approbation and 
ineffable Complacency, to the eternal CRE A- 
TOR; of Wonder and Admiration, to all intel- 
ligent BP holy Creatures; of Alarm and Anguiſh, 


to the infernal Hoſts.— The Church of GOD, for 


above four thouſand Y cars, was continually. qe 
ing T fy with eee and longing De- 
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fire. We-are now looking 10 it, as the one Foun- 
dation of our Comfort; while other Generations 
are riſing, and will riſe in uninterrupted Sueceſſions, 
to behöld it with renewed Ardour and Delight. 
And when Time ſhall be no more, innumerable 
Multitudes of Saints and Angels, will be looking 
backwards on it, with Adoration and Tranſport, 
even in the remoteſt Ages of Eternity. 


* Fher. True; but Vou have not mentioned the 


particular Ends, Ne jen byt this __ Tranſ- 
s action. e 

Aſp. 1 might enumerate many Ends, all magni- 
ficont and gracious. I content myſelf with ſpeci- 
fying a few. But ſuch as bring the higheſt Gl) 


to GO D—adminifter the moſt ſolid Comfort to 


Man and moſt — promos the 'Intereſts 
of Piety. | 
Here We have a Manifeftation of inflexible Jul. 


tice, in Concert with unbounded Goodneſs. —ſr- 
"flexible Fuftice ; in that the great andterrible GOD, 


| though, determined to exerciſe Mercy, would exer- 


eiſe it only in ſuch a Manner, as might vindicate 
the Authority of his Law; might teſtify the Purity 
of his Nature; and declare the inviolable Faithful- 
neſs of his Word —Unbounded Goodneſs ; in that He 
' with-held not his 'S:ON, this only SON, but 
freely gave Him up Tor Ys All. Gave up © the 
% BRIGHTNESS' of his Glory,“ to be covered 
wpith Infamy ; gave up © the BELOVED of tis 
0 Soul,” to expire in Agonies ; on purpoſe to ob- 


tain Honour and e for ap6Rate Men.— 


Tue Torments inflicted on all the Damned in Hell, 
ate not ſo fearful 4 Monument of GOD's Juſtice, 
28 2 dying Sm of the LORD FESUS 

| CHRIST. 


been 


ns 
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Y CHRIST. Nor could a thouſand Worlds, beſtowed 


on every Believer, have been ſueh an Act of ſu 


— 


abundant Munificence, as that- Gift of his ever- 
bleſſed SON. | 


Look We for *Power 17 W: ſilos ?—LTo . 
the Humanity of CHRIST, under all the ſtudied 
Cruelties of Men, under the inſatiate Rage of De- 


vils, and the far more tremendous Curſe of the di- 


vine Law *: to conquer Sin, and Death, and Hell, 
by a Perſon bound with Fetters, nailed to a Tree, 
and crucified i in Meatneſi to expiate, by ane. Offar- 
ing, the innumerable Millions of Crimes, com- 
mitted by all his People, from the Beginning to 
the End of Time: was not this Power? matchleſs 


Power? aſtoniſhing Power?—And as for W :ſdom, 


how admirable was the Contrivance, which could 


harmonize the ſeemingly oppoſite Claims of Mercy 


and of Juſtice! Could not only ſatisfy eaeh, but 
magnify both 1-—Had Puniſhment been executed 
on the wretched helpleſs Sinner; Mercy had 16ſt 
her amiable "Honours. Had the Sinner been re- 


ſtored to Favgur, without any Penalties ſuſtained 


either by Himſelf pr his SURETY, Juſtice had 
heen ſet aſide as an inſignificant Attribute. Where 


as, by our LOR D's vicarious and expiatory Suf- 


ferings, both are e manifeted, and both are exalted. 


IThere- | 


* Tai, xii Wa 1 the LORD will bold thine Hand, 
and avill heep Thee. IT his is LORD will MESSIAH. 
It gives Him Aſſurance of effectual +5 i rt, when-the 

engeance of Heaven, the Fury of Hell, and t begins 


of th the Neck guld 115 ugiged Vio- 
E ſ1 75877 he, p 1 1 nee theſe 
reutaſtances, 1s rite, MIR as 1 ele ing niche Act 


t omnipotent Arm, which ee the Heawens, and 


fre ead Pos the H@r'hs and giveth. Sig go Alen that walk 


er. 5 


therein. 
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Therefore the Scripture affirms, . that G O D hath 
not only exerciſed, but abounded in Wiſdom and Pru- 
Aence—nay, hath abounded in all Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence *, by this Combination of righteous Venge- 
ance yours triumphant Grace. Which is, at once, 
ſo honourable 10 iel an ſo ane to 
Þ. bis People. | 
Ther. 9 to han People —1 am gal 
Vou are come to this Point. This is what I want 
to have cleared up. I am for thoſe Doctrines, which 
glorify GOD. by doing Good to Man. Give ne 
the Religion, whoſe Aſpect is benign, and whoſe 
Agency is beneficial. Not like a Meteor, to dazzle 
Us with a vain Glitter. Not like a Comet, to tertify 
Us with a formidable Glare. Bat like vonder Sun, 
whoſe Beams ſhed Light, and diffuſe Joy all around. 
Asp. Is this what You ſeek, and what You prize! 
"Then the Cbriſtian Religion, this Doctrine in par- 
ticular, will anſwer your largeſt Expectations, and 
challenge your higheſt Eſteem. For it is rich with 
Benefits of the moſt needful, the moſt deſirable, 
: and moſt exalted K ind. 
„The firſt and leading Bleſſing i is 1 of * 
1 not of ſmall Sins only, but of the mol 
aggravated, the moſt horrid, t + moſt enormous. Be 
they flaming : as Scarlet. be they foul, (AS the Dung 
Bill, be they black as Hell itſelf; yet they ſhall be 
N the ſpotleſs Wool, or as. the Virgin Snows f; 
"by ſhall, by Virtue 'of this grand Expiation, be 
as though they had never been. Pardon, not of: 
ane but of all Sins. Be they numerous; as the 
Haig of out Heal; numerous as the Stars of He 
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hore; the B of FE 5 CHRIST eleunſerh 
| from the 432 4. 

Hereby We have Victory over L Death, and Admit 
tance into eternal Life:—For thus ſaith the holy 
Apoſtle, concerning the poor Sojourners in Clay 3 
| Seeing therefore the Children were Partakert f Fhjb 
and Bliod;-HE alſo partook of the ſame ; that by un- 
dergeing Death, He might "Him who had the 
Power of Death, that ic the Aue; and deliver thoſe, 
who, through Fear of Death, were all their Lifetime 
ſubject to Bondage +.—And-thus ſaith the venerable 
Elder, concerning the ttiumphant Inhabitants of 
Heaven; -Theſt are they, who came out of great Tri- 
bulatiott ; and have waſhed their Robes, and made them 
" white in the Blobd of the E AM B. therefore ate 

they before the Throne f. | 

| The- Philiflines rejoiced, when Samſon, the De- 
ſtroyer of their Country, was delivered into their 
Hands. How much greater Reaſon have We to re- 
joice, ſince the bleſſed JES Us has vanquiſhed our 
laſt Enemy! Has made Death the Miniſter of end- 
leſs Life, and the Grave a Gate to immortal Glory ! 
Doſeph had Cauſe to be glad, when He put off 
| his Priſon-garments, and was clothed with Chang 

| of Raiment: when He was brought from the Du 
geon to the Palace, and honeured with a Seat FR 
the Right-hand- of the King. But is it not ah in- 
comparably #icher Blaſſing, to have our Robes waſhel 
in redeeming Blood, and our Souls Gleanfed from 
all Guilt ? 151 it not an incomparably higher Advantt- 
ment, to be admitted into the bliſsful Preſence, and 


to poſſeſs the ane 3 of GO D? 
Nona Bot e r ee 
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| ——_ even for the moſt unworthy. Creatures, all the 
Benefits of the New Covenant. Therefore, the Blood 
of CHRIST, is: ſtyled by:a Prophet, The Blood oe 
. thy Covenant by an Apoſtle, The Blood of the ever. 
" dafting — 5. and our LORD himſelf fays, 

. This is the new: Covenant in my Blogd $,-—Is it a Pri. 

. vilege to know. GOD, the infinitely glorious Cen- 
ter and Source of all Perfection? Is it a moſt valuable 
Endowment, to have his holy Laws put into our 
Minds, and his, heavenly Precepts written on our 
Hearts? Is it a Branch, of real Felicity, to have our 


| ties remembered any more? Is it the Compendium 
14 of all Happineſs, to have GOD for our Portion, 
1 and our exceeding great Reward? To be his peculiar 


. Treafure, his loving and beloved People ||.—Of al 
theſe We may ſay, They are tho Purchaſe of I M- 
MANUEL's Blood: and whoever is truly in- 
tereſted in the latter, is wenne intitle to 
all the former... a 

Who then would; refule fo cfortabe a Doc: 

| ine Which— : ' » 

Ter. Is too bw I might imagine, to 
be either true in itſelf, or ſafe in its Conſequences. 
Muſt it not tend to embolden the Sinner in the Proſe- 
cution of his Vices? Who need ſeruple to tranſgreſo, 
or be very. ſolicitous to repent; if an all- atoning 
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@ 3t Lake xxii. 20, The Win Word * 
either a 72 om „or a Covenant. 
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\.To ane fy in A « Word=—Hereby are pro- 


numberleſs Sins forgiven, and not one of our Iniqui- 


SACRIFICE has been. offered, for every Kind, 


that 7} 
ſolable 
ſcience 
flect, 4 


* wa 1 


7 1 Sons have Sinners' ated No- 
wilt ſpeaks ſuch Terror to the Children of Diſobe- 


od dience, as the bitter Paſſion, and accurſed Death of 
| of CHRIST.—Al the rhetorical Aggravations of Sin, 
er- with regard to its Ioathſome Nature, and execrable 
ys, Vileneſs—all the Severity of Vengeance, executed 
ris upon rebellious Angels, or wicked. Men—all;-all 
en- are weak and inexpreſſive, compared with the dread- 
ble ful Emphaſis of this great Tranſaction. For, if the 
our LORD Almighty ſpared not his own SON, When 
our din was, not committed by Him, but only imputed 
ou Wi to Him; how much leſs ſhall'He ſpare incorrigible 
l- Offenders,: who both habitually commit, and ob- 
wm ſtinately perſiſt in, their daring Impieties? ö 
ion, If, by Repentance, You mean an ingenuous 1 
liar for our Tranſgreſſions; nothing i is ſo likely to break 
fall the ſtony," or melt the icy Heart, as theſe doleful 
M- Effects of Sin. Let Us imagine Ourſelves prefent 
in- 


at Calvary, and ſtanding by the Croſs. See l the 
innocent, the amiable, the illuſtrious SAVIOUR, 
hangs on a Tree. A Tree, torturöus as the Rack, 
Joc- and ignominious as the Gibbet See! his Face is 
21 foul with ſpitting, and his Back tore with the 
Scourge. His Veins ſtream with Blood, and his 
Heart is wounded with Anguiſh. There He hangs; 
abandoned by his Friends; reviled by his Enemies; 
and forſaken even by his 800. D. Can We reflect, 
that We, even Ve were the Cauſe of this incon- 
ſolable Miſery and not feel Remorſe in our Con- 
ſciences, or Sorrow in our Minds? Can We re⸗ 
lie, that for Us, for U, He bore this amazing 
Tens and not ſmite our Breaſts, or be e 
n ul Sy Aa 2.04 NM.enir 1 
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If, by Repentance, Y.ou mean a thorough Reninn- 
eidtion of all Iniquity ; no Motive is ſo effectual, to 
divorce the Heart from every abominable Idol, and 
divert the Feet from every evil Way, as an attentiye 
Conſideration of our REDEEM E R's Death, — 
[Whoſe Indignation does not rife againſt the infa- 
mous Wretch, that betrayed the bleſſed FESUS? 
Who is not ready to deteſt thoſe invenomed 
Tongues, which aceuſed Him; and thoſe barba- 
rous Hands, which crucified Him? Vet our Luft 
were more guilty, in this Reſpect, than Judas or 
the Fetus. Our Luſts and evil Deeds ware the prin 
«pal Actors in this deepeſt of Tragedies: How then 
can We eareſs; how can We entertain; yea, hoy 
ean Wa endure: thoſe execrahle Iniquities, Which 
were the Betrayers and Murderers of the PRINCE 


1 Life i He bore. our Sins in his own. bleeding, 


agonizing | Body on the Tree; not that We ſhoull 
de emboldened to repeat them, but incited to ab- 
hor them, and induced to forſake them. T hat, in 
our Practice and our Afections, ah hows be 
averſę, he even deau to Sin . 

If Fou would have Beneuslence, your ons 
Principle, take place and operate; it is impoſſible to 
urge fo: endearing a Perſuaſive to univerſal Good- 
will, as this Kindneſs and Lowe F GOD our $4 
FIQUR 1. Ho can We indulge; the Sallics of 
„or harbour the Seeds of Anpimoſity; 
when the mpelt;.the merciful, the infinitely graciouf 
REDEEMER, laid down his Life for his bi. 
. Enemits , How ran We treat with Contempt 

or Indiſference, exeii the meane/t of Mankind; ſince 
our Divine mn e his 1 

a on, 


* Pet. i i, 2 2 1 Tit. ii. 4. 


Ungodlineſs, and promote Piety- 
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bon, for the vitelt Wyretches and moſt miſerable 


Sinners D Never was there fo: winning a Call to 


| diſintereſted} Charity, as the amiable Example of 
| CHRIST. Never fo binding a Cement of bro- 
| _ Love, as e en of the crucified FE 


In Abri tag Volt Ne People beleid of 
erery heavenly Virtue, and animated to the Prac- 
tice of every good Work ? Nothing adminfſters ſo 
powerful an Incitement to them all, as a /velyan@ 


| appropriuting' Senſe of this ' woriderous Grace. Set 


home by the HOLY GHOST *, it produces fuck 


2 warm Gratitude; and ſuch a Heart“ felt Joy, aas 


we far more Operative, thai the moſt awful Threat. 
enings, or the moſt copent Reaſonings.— So that; 
quite contrary: to your Suſpicions, the native Ten- 
deney of this excellent Doctrine, is, to 2 er 


0 bſerve the preſent ahm N ' 


"How 
they-hyve unlocked tlie flowery Priſons; : por 1 
Preſußon q Odour" through thei Air. How they | 
have i ell che little Songſters of the Grove 
md fetchtd I/ Harmony from their” Thronts. 
So fei will wie Belief ih FESUS CAR HS 
N 3 2.44 Hg) 


Reader, will give me Leave, g 5 
us joint che noble Doxolopy of o i 
cus a * 16 * Ve an exce 2852 Mete Bo 


and of quſckeming vir ee 

. — Ader for providing this all. 

a Wy TON SON ER 
Cher bes 2 7 for Pn hum 


1 
FAG Croll and talking eter f Re. 
—— 8 —— .—Glory be to the H 01 GHOS T; 
for teſtify ing of CHRIST in our He e pra- 
priating tis great Salvation to 6ht Sou 
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and Him cracified, draw forth all the 8 of the 
Soul, in Acts of ready and chearful Obedience. 
He is therefore ſaid, not only to Juſtify, but alſo 
10 to /axAyy, the People with his Blood“. 
Let Us: conſider the Death of. CH RI 8 7. in this 
its full Grandeur and extenſive Efficacy; and We 
ſhall diſcern the admirable Propriety of the Apoſtle's 
Remark ;, It became Him, for whom are all Things, 
and. by whom are all Things, in bringing many Sons unto 
Glory, to make the CAPTAIN of their Salvatim 
perfect through. Sufferings T. Ir BECAME; as an 
Act of Sovereignty in GOD, it comported with the 
Dignity, and emblazoned (if I may ſo ſpeak) the 
haben bor Majeſty. of all his Perfections.— 
As an Execution 0f impartial Fengeance: on our 
SU RE I T, it aſſerted the Rights of divine Go- 
vernment, 4 ſecured the utmoſt Veneration to 
the divine Law. — As an Emanation of rich Indul 
gence to Us, it redreſſed all our Miſery, and retrieves 
- our whole Happineſs.—In: each, in every Reſpect, it 
claims. the moſt, grateful . and adoring Acceptance 
from ſinful Man; it will be had in everlaſting Ho- 
ngur, by the Choirs of Saints, and the Hoſts of 
Angels; and it is worthy of that high Encomium 


from JEHOVAH . in this I AM WELL 
| PLEASED. = 


F 4. 
%S 


. Der. I thank You, - Apollo. Vour Arguirieſts 
Have: tot indeed co verted me, but they hayeſtrength- 

| ened x my F gith. never was ſo unhappily miſtaken, 

as to diſbelieve the Satisfaction made B̊y our LORD 

72 SUS CHRIST; made to divine Juftice ; 3 made 
SA Ty Thy: 2 of oe N . rl 1. ; | 0 
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deafly its Reaſonableneſs and Importance; its 
chearing Aſpect on the guilty Conſcience, and its 
benign Agency on the moral Conduů(dddt. 
Ap. T congratulate my dear Theron, on his 
thorough Conviction of this important Truth. 
May He be favoured with more enlarged and in- 
ſtructive Views of the fundamental Article And 
may every renewed View be more 11 more in- 
fuential r * wm” 
It is wonderfully pleaſing, to tk the pfoceſs 
of Vegetation, in this opening Seaſon of the Year. 
How the Hedges begin to bud : how the Bud ſwells 
upon the admiting Sights and ventures farther into 
the inviting Air: how the chearing Green expands 
itſelf more and more, and is continually upon the 
advancing Hand. Till it throws a Robe of Ver- 
dure, over Plants and Trees, over Hills and Vales, 
over all the Surface of the Earth. So, may our 
Views of the incarnate. GOD, and our Faith in 
his grand Atonement, be alway: ; progreſſive, and 
always operative! Till they have diffuſed their In- 
fluerice through the whole Soul; have refined the 
We 0 3 up beautifel all our Conver. 
ation. 8 | 
This is the Way, theſe Views of the incarnate 
GOD; and his great Atonement, to. evangelical 
Holineſs: And is it not the Way of Peace and 
Pleaſantneſs ? Reviving, raviſning "Thought! * To 
have HIM for our bleeding Vein 5 HIM for 
our great Propitiation / at whoſe Feet the * 
of Heaven bow, and the · Saints in Light adore |— 
Reviving, raviſhing "Thought!" Te have "all our 
Puniſhment ſuſtained, and the 0 oe Curſe of te 
10 kanten ſo that Juſtices 1 0 can demand 
N 4 04039-2092 


i DIALOGUE IV; 
ud; ta have O perfect a Ranſom · paid 
for gur Redemption, that it xs not barely an Act of 

vourable Indulgence, but of Truth and Equity * 
alſo, to pardon, accept, and glorify the Believer! 

ln such a Method of Repopeiliations how, fully 
apes che Judgment, Feet How, et 1 muy 
the Conteience gʒt ! 

Excuſe me, Theron,.. My AﬀeQions are again 
upon the Soar. But I clip their Wings. —Only let 
me aſk, Is not this Doctrine the grand, Peculiarity 
of the Goſpel; by which, it ſtands diſtinguiſhed 


from. every otheg Religign, profeſſed in tha World? 


"318 it nat the central Faint, in which all the Lines 

go. 2+ 8nd from which; all the Rays of Fawn 

Ga Progged, Strike this, Article from th 
sed, and You rec e Myſtery. of Godlinek, 


ta, 


Church, into a Sehool of moral Philoſopby.—To 
depy the Expiation made hy ou, RED EE MER 
Saexifices is, to obſcure the, hrigbrgH. Manifefatin of 
diine Benignity, and to undermine, the principal. 
N practical Religion, is, to make a deſperate 
 Shipmresk. of our everlaſting Intereſts,, and daſh, 
Gees to nth on the very Rack of Salvation. | 
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a Sytem of Ethics :.. You degrade the. Chriſtian, 


fee; 
execu 
Life, 
this, 
and b 
Royal 
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1 Nis 1 helen, it 18 Time W 8 
| wards. And L hope, it will be no diſagreeable Ex- 
change to my; Aſpaſio, if We reſign our Seat on the 
Mount, for a Place in the Dining- room. 
Aſp. Pray, let me enquire, as We walk along (for 
I was unwilling to interrupt our Diſcourſe, merely 
to. gratify my Curioſiy) / What may be the De/ign of 
yonder Edifice; which- riſes on a ſmall. Eminence, 
near the public Road ? It is neither a Fower, nor a 
Dyelling-houſe ; but looks. like a ſtately. Column, 
credted, on purgoſe. to beautify the Proſpec. 
Der. It is a ſort of monumental Pile. Brected, 
x5 the Story goes, on a very memorable Ocdaſion. 
Queen Hleauar accompanied King Edward, tha Fin 
o (What ws called) the Holy War- In Which He 
gained ſignal Advantages over the Infidels, and cw 
quired a large Share of Renown to Himſeif, A- 
ter many. gallant Exploits. performed. in- the Field, 
r us and. deſperate· Nur acaus being adwitteds 
into his. Chamber, ,uader/Pretence of private Nuſir- 
neſs, . wounded: Him, with;an,impoiſoned Dagger. 
The Conſequence of which, his Phyſicians declateda 
muſt be inevitable.andJpeedy. Death, unleſs · the. Poi 
ſon was ſucked out by ſome human Mouth. This 
might poſſibly preſerve the royal Patient, but would 
be extremely dangerous to Operator. 
Dangerous asrit was, been clauhed th OF. 
fee; inſiſted upon it; as tkte Conſort's Right; d 
executed it ſo faithfully, that.She ſaved, che King'sp 
Life; ſo-happilys that:She-loſt-not-her-ownoAdtark 
this, She returned to England; lived many Years,” 
and bore ſeveral Ghildzen. But, ſoomeg or later, 
Royalty itſelf n Dying, 
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i DIALOGUE IV. 
en a Journey to Scotland, dhe was brought back to 
2] the laſt and Tong Home of our Engliſh Monarchs *, 
| Where-ever her Corpſe reſted, in the Way to its 
Interment, a Structure + (ſuch as You now behold) 
was raiſed: as a public Teſtimony to her Merit 
and i in order 70: e — re e of her * 
Mffettion.,” + bon 1459 
ß. And Mould" not our Hearts 70 a Monument 
f Gratitude' to the bleſſed JE SUS? Who drew 
the deadly Venom, not from our Veins, but from 
the immortal Part of our Nature: and not at the 
Hazard, but at the Loſs, the certain and unquoid. 
ableTofi of his own moſt precious Life. He opened 
” his- Breaſt, opened his very Soul, to the keeneſt Ar- 
rows of vindictive Juſtice 3 that, transfixin; Him, 
they miglit drop ſhort of Us, The Poiſon whereof 
< drank up his hy roms - that the Balm of Peace 
"dn refreſh e 
my Fheron't Let our Macy: be! the Tablet 
to record this unexampled Inſtance of Compaſiion 
ani#/Goodriefs.) 9 Let our Affections dwell upon the 
tragical, che delightful Hiſtory ; till they are in- 
fiamed-with: Love, And melt into Contrition.—lf 
We want an err let . make uſe of thoſe 
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e et Theſe, Structures ſtands on 5 * Road, 
near on... It is ſurrounded with a large Flight 
of Steps, at the Bottom; and ornamented, towards the 
Top, with four female Statues, in full Proportion. 
Latin Infcription- forms thi ee * its 
: "Occaſion and Deſign/; 
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e Lines Which, in the fc Climax gin 
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. | able, deſcribe the Magnificene 20G. rade 

= Wl ft Os SIE FE > 5 
item + 0 let bigher Wonder riſk. 

F Pardon for infinite Offence !—And Pardon 

* Through Means that ſpeak its Value infinite ! 

ew 1 Pardon bought with Blood !—Jith Blood devine — 
Im With Blood divine of HIM, 1 made my Foe J=— 

the Perfifted to provoke !—Though woo'd and a d, 
„%% and chaſtis d, a flagrant Rebel fill - 
* Nor 1 alone A rebel Univerſe! 1 js & 24 
1 My Species up in Arms Net one C e 8 


oof Tet 5 the 1 F the Foul, He dies * 7 5 
155 1 Night-Thoughts, Ne rv. 
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s Importäneg to Ade as ſoon as the 
fe % -Ctor' WI Taken away, . retired” from 
Y Tabk—His epiſfolary” Engagewens 
patched, he enquired for The- 
ren. The PEA. be < informed Hit im, that their Maſ- 
ter walked into the Garden. — A very little Search 
found Him, ſeated on an airy Mount, and ſheltered 
by an elegant Arbour. 
Strong and ſubſtantial Plants of Liburmem formed 
te Shell; while 8 ny flexile Shoots of 
Sy #nga filled ae Interfices.==W as it to com- 
pliment, as well © pet 4 fe their worthy 
Gueſts, that the Shrabs: igterwove the luxuriant 
Foliage? Was it to re pt thoſe tender but cloſe 
Attachments, which had united their Affections, 
and Hendled their Intereſts :I will not too poſitively 
aſcribe ſuch a Deſign to the Diſpoſition of the 
Branches. They compoſed, however, by their 
225 ning Embraces, no inexpreſſive Emblem of the 
ndcarments and the Advantages of · Friendſhip. 


They compoſed a Canopy, of the freſheſt _ 
Su an 


Ps, and of e —Fiuſt a L | 
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and of the chiekeſt Texture. So chick, that it en 


tirely exeluded the ſultry Ray *; and Weg both a 
cool Refreſnment, and an amuftve Gloom: while 
every unſheltered Ty 1 wer Light, or 


| fainted with Heat, * 71 


Vou enter by an 600 Aﬀcent of Sechs, Ae wich 
Turf, and fenced with a Baluſtrade of ſloping Bay- 

trees. The Roof was a fine Concave, peculiarly ele- 
vated and ſtately. Not emboſſed witl. Sculpture; 
not mantled over with PFret-work; but fer more 
delicately adorned with the Syrings 8 ſflver 1 N28 
and the Liburnum's flobering Gold. Whole large 
and lovely Cluſters, gracefully pendent from the 
leafy Dome; diſcloſing their Sweets to the delighted 
Bee; and gently waving to the balmy Breach” f 
Spring z gave the en Fanchat to the charm- 
ing Bower. 194-0 

Facing the e lay a ſoutions gray walk; | 
terthinated by, ati octangular Baſon, with a curious 
Jet 4 Eau playing in the Center. 'The Waters, ſpins 
ning from the lower Orifices, were attenuated ĩnta 
innumerable little Threads; which difperſed them- 
ſelves i in an horizontal Pic Wen, and returned ta 
the Reſervoir in a drizling Shower. Thoſe, which 
iſſued from the higher Tubes, and larger Apertutes, 
either ſprung perpendiculatty, of ſpoirted'bbliqutly ; 
and formed, as they fell, ſeveral lofty, Arches; of 
liquid Cryſtal ; all glering wn the Eye, and _ 
ing to the Air. 

Parallel to the Walk ran a Sos ; olatired with 
an Aſſemblage of Flowers. Which advanced, one 
above another, in regular Gradations of Height, of 
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Lay as the Smile of Youth, and fair as the Virgin 
Snous.—Next, a Range of Croruſes, like a long 

Stripe of yellow Sattin, quilted with Threads, or 
diverſified with Sprigs of Green. A ſuperior Order 
of Ranunculuſes, each reſembling the Cap of an 
Earl's Coronet, repleniſhed- the third Story with 
full-⸗ blown Tufts of gloſſy Scarlet.— Beyond this, 
„q7CCCCCCCC tt {1:0 aurifhed 


..* Here is, it muſt be confeſſed, ſome little Deviation 


From the general Laws of the Seaſon ; ſome Arachroniſn 

in the Annals of the Parterre. The Flowers united in 
this Repreſentation, do not, according to the »/ual Pro- 
ceſs of Nature, make their A e e together. How- 
-ever, as by the Oeconomy of a ſkilful Gardener, they 
may be thus aſſociated ; I hope, the Poflibility of the 
Thing, will ſcreen my flowery Productions from the 
Blaſts of Cenſure!—Or, may I not ſhelter my blooming 
Aſſembly, under the Remark of a maſterly Critic ? 


Which is as pertinent to the Caſe, as if it had been writ- | 


ten on purpoſe for our Vindication ; and in all reſpects 
ſo elegant, that it muff adorn any Work, which quotes 
it; and charm every Perſon, who reads it. 
A Painter of Nature is not obliged to attend Her in 
4 her ſlow Advances, which ſhe — from one Seaſon 
* to another; or to obſerve her Conduct in the ſucceſlive 
4 Production of. Plants and Flowers. He may draw into 


* his Deſcription all the Beauties of the Spring and Au- 


««_tumn; and make the whole Year contribute ſomething 
« to render it more agreeable... His Rofe-trees, Wood- 
« bines, and Jeſſamines may flouriſh together; and his 
Beds be covered at the fame Time with Lilies, Violets, 
« and Amaranthuſes. His Soil is not reſtrained to any 
e particular Set of Plants, but is proper either fog Oaks 
c or Myrtles, and adapts itſelf to the PraduR of every 
« 'Climate.—Oranges may grow wild in it; Myrrh may 

+; he met with in every Hedge; and if He thinks it pro- 
2. pet to have à Grove of Spices, He can quickly com- 
1% mand Sun enough to raiſe it. His Concerts of Birds 
« may be as full and harmonious, and his Woods 2: 
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flouriſhed Heads, and opened their enameled Cups; 
not bedecked with a ſingle Tint only, but glowing 
with an intermingled Variety of radiant Hues.— 


Above all aroſe, that noble Ornament of a 


| Eſcutcheon, the Flawer-de-Luce ;. bright, with — 


rial Blue, and grand with imperial Purple. Which 


formed, by its graceful Projections, a Corniſh or a 
Capital of more than Corinthian Richneſs; and im- 
parted the moſt conſummate N to the Wop 
ing Colonade. 


The Whole, viewed fra, the pi SEG 
like a Rainbow, painted upon the Ground... And 
wanted nothing to rival that reſ plendent Arch, only 
the Boldneſs of its Sweep, ang. 58. een * 
ornamental Curve. I Att 


. 


To this esd Receſs Theron had withdrawn 
Himſelf, Here He ſat muſing and thoughtful;' with 


his Eye fixed upon a Picture, repreſenting” ſome 
magnificent Ruins —Wholly' intent upon his Specu- 


lation, He never perceived the Approach of 3 
till He had reached the Summit of the ! and 


Was . to take A Seat: _ his Vide" q 0 
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a thick ag gloomy, as He pleaſes. | "He is at no more 
* Expence in a long Viſta, than a ſhort one; and-can'as 
* eaſily throw his 8 
7 Mile high, as from one of twenty Yards. He has his 
Choice of the Winds, and can turn the Courſe of his 
* Riyers,. in all the Variety ef Mæanders, that are moſt 
« delightful to the W 1 s Imagination. In a Word; 
He has the Modeling of Nature in his own 


" and may give Her what Charms He, pleaſes, provided 


8 He does not reform her too much. and run into Ab- 
"Res by bd, * Seel 


Sgect. Vol. VI. Ne. 418. 


bn, 


aſcades from a Precipice of half a 
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2 Theron / quite loft in 


anafeRed with all theſe amiable Objects; Inſenſible 


anmidſt this Profufton of Beauties; which, from every 
Quarter, make their Cou to your Sentes Me. 
inks, the marling Oynie c in bis Tub , could 
hardly put on a F thanm 
*potite Philofopher in his blooming 
= . Ah! my dear Friend, mes flowe: ery Toys 
which embellin the Garden, ate dne. to my 
Eye, and therefore cheap in my Eſteem. I behold 
chem frequently; and, for that Reaſdn, feel but 
. Titele of the pleafing Sutprife, 'which they may poſ- 
Abby awaken in a Stranger. Something' like this 
We all experience, with regard to Events infinitely 
more worthy our admiring Notice. Elſe, why ate 
We not ſtruck with a Mixture of Amazement, 
Veneration, and Delight, at the grand Machinery 
and magnificent Productions of Nature? 
That the Hand of the ALMIGHTY: Tould 
| wheet round the vaſt. tetreſtrial. Globe, with ſuch 
prodigion dity, and exact Punctunlity; on put- 
poſe to produce the regular Viciflitudes of Day and 
Night; on purpoſe to bring on the orderly Succeſ- 
ſion of Seed- time and Harveſt We wonder, when 
wee read of the Ifraelites, ſojourning forty Years in 
che Deſart, marching; backward. and forward over 
F Hyburaing: "OO and find neither their Clothes 


74, % 2909115 1% 8.muot! cube 7} CHE: 'J 2 een 
+ ? ' 


F | SEP A *x'7 r TY? 5 * a7 
a}. 41518 F & *< 


« BE  Dioghnes—Whofe Houſe, Wen are told, Was 4 Tub; 
: 420 his whole Furniture, a Staff, a Lesthern Bag, a 
2 2 Cup. At chis curious Manfion, Alexande tþ 
denden. with his- Courtters, made 'the Phitoſo- 
eri he Monarch, having faluted Him in the 
Ge Oo aſked, If He Wanted any Thing 
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waxing old * by ſo long a Uſe, nor their Feet ſwell- 
ing + with ſuch painful Journies. Yet we are nei- 
ther impreſſed with Wonder, nor affected with 
Gratitude, while We enjoy the Benefits of the Air, 
which clothes the Earth as it were with a Garment ; 
which has neither contracted any noxious Taint, 
through the | extenſive Revolution of almoſt ſix 
thouſand Years ; nor ſuffered any Diminution of its 
natural Force, though exerciſed in a Series of un- 
remitted Activity, ever ſince the elementary Opera- 

11:26 wr „„ 
This Draught in my Hand, ſhews Us the Inſta- 
bility of the granceſt, gt laboured Monuments of 
human Art. They are ſoon ſwept away, among the 
other feeble Attempts of Mortality: Or remain only, 
as You ſee Here, in ſhattered Ruins; Memorials of 
the vain and powerleſs Ambition of the Builders.— 
How ſtrange then, that a Structure, incomparably 
more tender and delicate, ſhould be preſerved to old 
Age, and heary Hairs ! That the bodily Machine, 
which is ſo exquiſite in its Frame, ſo complicated in 
its Parts, and performs ſo many Thouſands + of Mo- 
: : | tions 


Deut. viii. 4. 1 Neh. ix. 2r. 
t Thouſands — Not to mention the ſpontaneous, if We 
conſider only the mechanical Motions, which are con- 
tinually performed in the animal Syſtem—the digeſtive 
Action of the Stomach—the vermicular Agitation of the 
Bowels—the Progreſs of the Chyle through the lacteal 
Veſſels—the many, many Operations of the ſecreting 
Glands—the Compreſſion of the Lungs, and all their little 
cellular Lodgments, by every Act of Reſpiration—above 
al, that grand Impetus, the Syſtole of the Heart; which, 
every Conſtriction, darts the crimſon Current through 
an innumerable Multitude of Arteries ; and drives, at the 
ſame Inſtant of Time, the refluent Blood through an in- 
88 O numerable 


"He pgoeth befare Us, in evident Manifeſtations of 
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tions every Moment, ſhould continue nnimpaired, yet 
act without Intermiſſion, fo many Days, and Weeks, 

and Months, and Tears. How ftrange all this! Vet, 
becauſe common, how ſeldom does it excite our 


Praiſe, or ſo much as engage our Notice! 


A. Your Remarks are as juſt, as the Ne get 


'of them is cuſtomary. ne unde bse 
Though G O D dgreth great Things, worthy of all 
Obſervation; yea, and Wonders without Number: 

We yawn with Indolence, inſtead of being animated 
with Devotion, or tranſported with Delight. Ls! 


Wiſdom and Power, yet We ſee Him not: He paſith 
on alſo, and ſcatters unnumbered Bleflings from his 


* 
<. 


* 


providential Hand, but Je perceive Him not *, 


This, though greatly culpable, is to be reckoned 
among the /malle/?Inftances of our ungrateful Inſen- 
fibility.—Are We not inattentive even to the Work 
of Redemption? That Work, which, according to 
the emphatical Declaration of Scripture, exceeds in 
* Glory +, Is by far the greateſt, the moſt marvelous 
of all ſublunary, perhaps, of all divine Tranſ⸗- 
actions. 
The Sea has been divided: the Dead have been 
. Taifed : a World has been created ; created out of 
nothing; created only by a Werd. But what are 


all theſe Miracles, 


with che Incarnation 


of the eternal GOD? And of this matchleſs Mi- 


ee have We not {been e unmoved Specta- 


2 
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View will oblige Us eng 


ters? 


that Veron s Ac- 


© count is far from being extravagant: thar is 5 
8 888 than-exaggerater the real Fact. - 
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tors? Have We not admired many a trifling Inci- 
dent, more, far more than this wonderful Diſpen- 
tion of Grace :O Theron! Are We not ſhame. 
fully ugaffeRed, even though the KING of Kings 
' youchſafes to exchange his Throne, for the low 
Eſtate of a Servant, and the curſed Death of a Ma- 
| Jefator ? Though He is pleaſed, by the Imputation 
of bis active as well as paſſive Obedience, to be- 
come The L ORD our Righteouſneſs, yet 

Der. You are taking an effectual Way, Aſpaſuas 
to rouſe me from my Reyerie, and make me indeed 
like the far ling Philoſopher, < Imputed Righte- 
« guſneſs is a Scheme groſly frivolous and abſurd 3 
«< utterly anfuſkicient to anſwer the End propoſed ; 
« and, One would think, could never be depended 
« on, where there is the leaſt Degree of Under- 
6 n * nn for Reaſoning *.” 


405. 
| * The Reader will probab bably he de diſg gußed, at t this Heat 
of Temper, this Aſperity on; Ba both ſo abruptly 


introduced. have no —— to make for my Theron. 
The Reader has Reaſon to be diſguſted; has Reaſon to 
be chagrined. Only let me deſire Him to remember, 
That this is the very Spirit, nay theſe are the very Words, 
of a celebrated Oppoſer of our Doctrine; not added, 
when He has fully proved o the Abſurdity of the Jcheme 3 
but aſſumed, even _ he Entrance to his Diſcourſe. 
I have often wondered, that Diſputants, eſpecially on 
 tligious Subjects, ſhould chooſe fo deal in ſuch atrime- 
nous and reproachful Langu 05 Dees the Wrath of Man 
work the Rig ee 7 ? Or, is a pathonate In- 
 reſtive the proper Means, either to conciliate aut Affer- 
tions, of 8 our Judgment! — Why ſhould We got 
* in the ſame gout and obligi We i ON. 
We converſe Y We to meet oil an | in a 
Friend's e 290 have a ex rſonal e on che 
Subject, our Speech would be kind, and our Kemon- 
frances a —* 1 am 1 8 Sir, that You aye 1 
N | 8 4 4 u 
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Aſp. Who is warm now, Theron? May I not re- 
mind my Friend, that the Reſentful is no more fitted 
to work Conviction, than the Rapturous ?—Perhays, 
You have not duly conſidered this Subject; nor ſeen 
it in the proper Point of View. I have ſometimes 
beheld a Ship of War, ſeveral Leagues off at Sea. It 
ſeemed to be a dim cloudy Something, hovering on the 
Skirts of the Horizon ; contemptibly mean, and not 


worthy of a Moment's Regard.—But, as the float. 


ing Citadel approached, the Maſts aroſe ; the Sails 
ſwelled out; its ſtately Form, and curious Propor- 
tions, ſtruck the Sight. It was no longer a ſhape- 
leſs Maſs, or a Blot in the Proſpect, but the Maſ- 
ter-piece of human Contrivance, and the noble/? Spec 
tacle in the World of Art. | 
Who knows, Theron, but this ſacred Scheme 
likewiſe, which You-now look upon as a confuſed 
Heap of Errors, may very much improve, when 
more cloſely examined. May, at length, appear 
a wiſe and benign Plan; admirably fitted to the 
Condition of our fallen Nature; and perfect) 
worthy, of GOD to ordain, of Man to accept. 


„ ſuch Notions. They ſeem to me, extremely wrong 
„ and equally dangerous. I am apt to think, You have 
% not duly conſidered, either the little Ground, they 
<<- have to ſupport them ; or the pernicious Conſequences, 
% that:may-attend. them.” - .. - | 


2 


LEY 


Why ſhould not our Controverſies from the Preſs be 
| . on, with ſuch a candid and amicable Strife? This 
4 would certainly render them, more pleaſing to the Rea- 
der; more profitable to the Public; and much more like- 
ly to have their deſired Effect upon our Opponent. For 
my Part, I admire the Humanity and Tenderneſs of the 
Poet's Reſolution; even more than the Boldneſs of his 
Figures, or the Beauty of his Expreſſion:: 


Tu Lapides loqueris, ego byſina Verba reponant 
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Ther. I know not what may happen, Aſpaſio. But 
there ſeems to be very little Probability of ſuch a 
Change. For, though my laſt Oppoſition was a 


mc Fight; in my preſent Objections, I am very 


ſmcere—To go, by an imputed Righteouſneſs, to 
Heaven ! To obtain Honour and Immortality, by 


the Obedience of Another! Who can credit ſuch 


Chimeras ? Who can fwallow ſuch Camels ? 
When ſuch Doctrines are ſeriouſly advanced, I 
cannot forbear recollecting the Scheme of Biſhop 
Wilkins. Who would perſuade Us (good Man!) 
to fail or ride Poſt, not to our Neighbours on the 
other Side of the Tweed; not to our Colonies, on 
the other Side of the Globe; but to our Friends and 
Allies in the Moon. And this ſame Voyage. or 
Journey we are to perform, by the Help of ſome 
Machine; to be conſtructed, I cannot tell where; 
to be managed, no body knows how.“ Ay; hes 
« an arch Lady; All this would be very pretty. 


But pray, Doctor, what ſhall We do for Lodg- 


ing and Proviſions by the Way ?” 
Ab. Don't you remember the Reply to this ironi- 
cal Queſtion ?—«< We will call, ſays the Doctor, at 


d one of your Ladyſhip's Caſtles. Which, for our 


© ſingular Conveniency, you have been, theſe 
* many Years, building in the Air.” —Every At- 


tempt to enter into Heaven, unleſs it be founded 


on the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, I will venture 


to call Building Caſtles i in the Air. And, if I may 


tort your own Simile, not a whit leſs chimerical, 


| than the Whim of traveling to the Moon, with all 


this Luggage of F leſh and. 1 Blood. 


But I beſeech you, let Us diſcard Irony, as well 


% Whim, Turn them both out of the Court. If 
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a Jury is impanelled, to try me and my Doctrine, 


T ſhall certainly except againſt Irony. Generally 


ſpeaking, He is neither à good Man, nor a try, 
According to the beſt of my Remembrance, You 
Yourſelf conſented t6 fet Him aſide in this Debate, 
Let Us therefote, not affect what is ſmart, but 


urge what is ſolid. 


Ther. Agreed. The Notion of a ſubſtituted and 
vicarious Righteouſneſs, is abſurd even to common 
Senſe, and to the moſt natural and eaſy Reflec- 
tions of Men. 3 45 | — 

Ap. It may not, my dear Friend, agree with our 
natural Apprehenſlons; nor fall in with the Method, 
whith Vg might have deviſed, for the Salvation of 
Mankind. But this is the Voice of Seripture, and 
a Maxim never to be forgotten; G OD's Thought 


art not as our Thoughts, nor his Ways as our Mays. 


This Notion, You ſay, is abſurd even to com- 
ee mon Senſe.” —A Saying, upon which I muſt beg 
Leave to put a Query. It was, I own, abſolutely 
beyond the Power of common Senſe, unaffiſted by 


divine Revelation, to diftrver this Truth. —I will 


| grant farther, That this Bleſſing infinitely tranſcend, 
whatever common Senſe has obſeryed, in all her 
Converſe with finite Things. But, if I have any 
the leaſt Acquaintance with common Senſe, I ani 
perſuaded, She twill not, She cannot pronounce it an 


Abfurdity. To this Judge I refer the Cauſe. 


Ik. 


F 


And td p the Cauſe a little, let me juſt obſerre, 
That GOD imputed dur Sins to his SON. Why 
elſe is it faid? That, at his ſecond Coming, He 
ſhall 17 without Sin f. Plainly implying, That, 


5 at his firſt Coming, He appeated with Sin. No 
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indeed committed by Him, but laid upon Him, or 
imputed to Him. 

How elſe could the 3 FE 8 US be pu- 
niſhed, as the moſt inexcuſable Tranſgreſlor ? . 
wake, O Sword, againſt the Mam that is my Fellow, 
faith the LORD of Hoſts *,—Is not this the Voice 
of a Judge, pronquncing the Sentence, and author- 
izing the Execution? Or rather, does it not de- 
ſcribe the Action of Juſtice, turning the Sword from 
Us, and ſheathing itin CHRIST? 

If CHRIST, then, was our Subſtitute, with 
regard to penal Suffering ; why may He not ſtand in 
the ſame Relation, with regard to juſtifying Obe- 
dience ? There is the ſame Reafon for the one, as 
for the other. Every Argument in favour of the 
former, is equally concluſive in behalf of the latter. 

Ther. I freely grant, that CHRIST was pu- 
aiſhed in our Stead ; that his Death is the Expia- 
tion of, our Sin, and our en from . Suf- 
tering. But this—_ 

Asp. will undeniably prove, chat Sin was im- 
puted to Him; otherwiſe He could not truhy ſuffer 
in our Stead, nor be juſiy puniſhed at all. And 
Imputation is as reaſonable and juſtifiable in ane 
* Caſe, as in the other; for they both ſtand upon 
one and the ſame Foot; and for that Reaſon, He 
„who throws down one, throws down both.“ 
ſhould by no means have interrupted my Theron, were 
it not to introduce this Anſwer from an eminent 

Divine. Who adds, what ſhould be very ſeriouſſy 
conſidered; * And therefore, whoever rejects the 
Doctrine of the Imputation of our SAVIOUR's, 
2 ee, to Man, does, by fo doing, reject 
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ce the-Imputation of Man's Sin to our SAVIOUR, 
<« and all the Conſequences of it. Or, in other 
Words, He who rejects the Doctrine of the In- 
06 putation, does, by ſo doing, reject the Doctrine 
<< of the Expiation likewiſe *. 

Der. I know nothing of this Dans! and, emi- 
nent as He is, can n take his Ipſe it for a 
Deciſion. 

Asp. I was in hopes, You would pay the greater 
Regard to his Opinion, becauſe He is not in the 
Number of the whimſical Fanatics.—However, ſay 
T theſe Things as a Man, or on Man's Authority 
alone? Saith not the Law the ſame alſo? Speaking 
of the Peace-offering, the HOLY GHOST has 
declared; I any of the Fleſh of the Sacrifice of bis 
Fans err be eaten at all on the third Day, it ſhall 
not be accepted, neither ſball it be imputed unto Him that 
offereth it f. Hence We learn, That Sacrifices and 


Offerings, when daily adminiſtered, were imputed to 


the Offerer. Imputed to Him, for Reconciliation 
and Peace with GOD. And whereforei? Be- 

cauſe, they were Figures of CHRIST, of his 
Atonement and Righteouſneſs. Which, in like 

manner, are imputed to Sinners, For their Pardon 
and Salvation. 

Left you ſhould think this Proof, being "RN 
from tyfica! Uſages, not ſufficiently concluſive—l 
wm" mpegs TE] ; un the Imputation of 

- 4 CH R 1 ST's 


» STAYNOE upon Le by ans onz ler 


alone, Vol. I. p. 334. Where the Reader may find ſeve - 


ral weighty Confiderations, clearly ropoſed and ſtrongly 
arged, for the ro noma] and ſtabliſnment of this 
capital Doctrine. 


+. Lovic. vii. 18. 
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"DIAL @@UE V.: aun 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, bears an evident Ana- 
logy to another great and acknowledged Truth of 
Religion. We did not. perſonally commit Adam's 
Sin, yet are We chargeable with Guilt, and liable 
to Condemnation, on that— 5 

' Ther. How | We chargeable with Guilt, and liable 
to Condemnation, on Account of Adam's Tranſgreſ- 
fon ! This an acknowledged Truth? No; it is a 
Poſition I muſt deny; I had almoſt ſaid; which I 
cannot but abhor, *None other could, in the Eye 
of Juſtice and Equity, be blameable for any Of- 
fence of our firſt Parents, but they only. © 

Aſp. So ſays Theron; but what ſays St. Paul? 
Your may be the Voice of natural Reaſon, but 
what is the Language of divine Revelation? In 
whams that is in Adam, all have ſinned.  , © 

Ther. The Words, if I remember right, are— 
Fir that all have ſinned. Is it poſſible, that Aſpaſio 
ſhould forge the Hand, or counterfeit the Seal of 
the HOLY GHOST,. in order to eſtabliſh a fa- 
vourite Notion ERS | 

Aſp. Impoſſible, I By the Margin, the 
Words are tranſlated, as I have repeated them. 
For this Interpretation I might contend, as not at 
all incompatible with the original Phraſe *, and as 
mt preciſely ſuitable to the ſacred e E 
@ warleg nuaglov. In theſe Words, the Apoſtle aſ- 
ſigns a Reaſon for the preceding Aſſertion, By one: 
Man's Sin Death came upon all. It might be replied ; 
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* Rom. v. 12. Not to mention the famous Diſtinction 
of Epictetus, Ta e mu, nor the well- known Adagy of 
Hefiod, wilpov N eri mac cn. See Chap. iv. 18. v. 2. 

ot this very Epiſtle, Where the Prepoſition « em is .aſed 
in 4h s Senſe, 


2 DIALOGUE N 
Is not this ſtrange? Is not this unaccountable ? 


No, ſays our facred Diſputant z We account for it 


on this Principle, Becauſe all have fmned.—W hich 
Sinning, if referred to every One's perſonal Ini- 
quity, would neither elear up the Caſe, nor eſta- 
bliſh' the Doctrine. The Reaſoning would ſtand 
thus; “ All are liable to Death by the Sin of One, 
4 woke all have in their own Conduct tranſ- 
<< preſſed.” As this is abſolutely inconcluſive, the 
Sentence ſhould, if We would preſerve the ful! 
Force of the Argument, be tranſlated, In whom all 


have finned. But I wave this Advantage. Let the 


Words run into your Mould, and the Tranflation 
take your Form. They are equally deciſive of the 
Point in Debate. They affign' the Reaſon, why 
Death came upon all ke th ' Infants themſelves not 


excepted : For that, or Subſoruch as, all have ſinned. 


How? Not in their own Perſon. This were utterly 
impoſſible. Could the Babe, which received his 


Breath'in the Morning,” and reſigned it at Noon,” 


be an actual Tranſgreſſor? But in that firſt grand 
Tranſgreffion of our federal Head, even the Infants 
of a Day have firmed. Which Sin, as it could not 
be actually committed by them, muſt, according to 
the Tenour of the pv "q Arguing, be imputed 
to them. 
Ther. Proy,” hay You mean by that RiF, and 
to me unintelligible Phraſe, ' federal F Head? 
Aßp. I mean what Milton celebrates, when He 
repreſents the 3 FATHER, "thus addreſſs 
ing his eternal SON. „ 


ROT — B: Thin i in Alan? 5 Room” 


The Head * al Mankind, ee Alam Son. wy 
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A. in Him perifþ all Men, fo in Thee, © 

As from a ſecond Root, ſhall be reflor'd 

As many as are reſtor d, without Thee none &. 


I mean what the Apoſtle teaches, when He calls 
CHRIST the ſecond Man +, and the laſt Adam 1. — 


senſe. Not in Order of Time. But in this Reſpe& 
That, as Adam was a public Perſon, and aRed 
in the Stead of all Mankind; ſo CHRIST was a 
public Perſon, and acted in Behalf of all his Peo- 
ple—That, as Adam was the fir/? general Repreſen- 


the laſt: there never was, and there never will be, 
any other — That, what they ſeverally did, in this 
Capacity, was not intended to terminate in them- 
ſelves, but to ae as many as they reſpectively re- 
arg Tr St. Pau!'s Meaning, and on this 
the Doctrine of Imputation is founded. 
Ther. If You build the Doctrine on no other 
Foundation, than your own particular Senſe of the 
Apoſtle's Words; perhaps, your Ground may prove 
ſandy, and treacherous to its Truſt. - . 
Afp. I build it upon my Senſe of the Words, and 
I deduce it from yours, Theron. But I am far from 
reſting the whole Weight of the Cauſe upon a fingle 
Text. It is eſtabliſhed, again and again, in this 
ſame Chapter.—Neither do I wonder at the Preju- 
dices, which You and Others may entertain againſt 
. the Doctrine. It lies quite out of the Road of 
Reaſon's Reſearches. It is among the wonderful 
Things of GOD's Law. This the inſpired Penman 


foreſaw, 


+ 1 Cor. xv. 47+ t 1 Cor. 


* Book III. 28 : 
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The ſecond ! The laſt ! How? Not in a numerical 


tative of this Kind, CHRIST was the ſecond and 
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foreſaw, and modeled his Diſcourſe accordingly. 
Like ſome ſkilful Engineer, who, though He makes 
the whole Compaſs of his Fortification. ſtrong, yet 
beſtows peculiar and additional Strength on thoſe 
Parts, which He apprehends will be expoſed to the 
ferceſt Attack. So the wiſe, the divinely wiſe 


Apoſtle, has inculcated, and reinculcated, this 


. momentous Point. He has enforced it, with all 
the Aſſiduity of Zeal; and confirmed it, by all the 
Energy of Expreſſion.— F through the Offence of 
One, many be dead—The Judgment was by One to 
Gondemnation—By one Man's Offence Death reigned 
by One * — By the Offence of One, Fudgment came 
upon all Men to Condemnation +.—That there may 
remain no Poſſibility, of miſtaking his Meaning, 
or of cluding his Argument, He adds; By oN 
Man's Diſobedience MANY were made Sinners 4. 
Ther. Sin, I am told by a celebrated Expoſitor, 
ſometimes ſignifies Puniſhment, He farther informs 
me, that We may be ſaid to fin in Adam, not by 
the Imputation of his Diſobedience to Us, but by 
becoming obnoxious to thoſe Sufferings which were 


th. 


ii in.. TP 


* Ts mo; — d Ts wr. Significantiſima Repetitio. Ne. 


Peccata per Singulos patrata wideantur potius Mortem pe- 


periſſe. BENGEL.—Oun ais TOY ENOX, w dlav cn on 
lndate, Ties, evo; xaleflwoark; Tv Xfire u oz gb; duns 


all Nase, Ilg woe maparuonrig Te Ada urn xeon ; 
CurysosT. The Apoſtle repeats, and can hardly dei 
from, the Expreſſioy one, That, if a Jews ſhould aſt, 
How can the World be ſaved by the Well-Doing of One, dr 
by the Obedience of CHRIST V. Tou may be a le to reply, 
on his own Principles; How could the World be condemned 
Ey the Evil. Doing of One, or the Diſobedience of Adam: 


» 


1 Rom. V. 19. 
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App. Then the Apoſtle's Reaſoning will ſtand in 
thi Form ; Death came upon all Men, for that all 
have ſinned ; that is, Death came upon all Men, 


« becauſe all have been puniſhed : or, an Obnox- ' 


« jouſneſs to Puniſhment came upon all Men, be- 
c cauſe all are become obnoxious to Puniſhment.” 
A goodly Strain of Argumentation for an unerring 
Writer to uſe.—Surely Gamaliel's Pupil would diſ- 
claim, much more would CHRIS T's Ambaſſador 


ſcorn, ſuch weak and unmeaning Chicanery. He 


mentions Sin and its Puniſhment,; but never ſo 
much as hints, that they are intended to ſignify one 
and the ſame Thing. He all along maintains a 
Diſtinction between them; -repreſents the former, 
as the Cauſe of the latter. Judgment, Condemna- 
tion, Death are owing to Sin, Offence, Diſobedience. 
It is by the Imputation of theſe, that We become 
obnoxious to thoſe. 

This Account 1s clear, is natural, and wants no 
ſtrained Criticiſms to ſupport it. This Account de- 
monſtrates the Equity of that providential Govern- 
ment, which executes the Sentence of Death, even 
on thoſe Deſcendents of Mam, who have. not ſinned 
in their own Perſons. It\alſo illuſtrates the Proce- 


dure of that ſovereign Grace, which treats as righte- 


ous, and intitles to Life, even thoſe Believers in 
JESUS, who have not obeyed in their own Perſons, 
—W hat ſays our Church ? You have a great Vene- 
ration for the Church of England, Theron. 

Ther. I have. But, I fear, my Aſpaſia has nei- 
ther ſo honourable an Opinion of her W orſhip, nor 
ſo Ready an Adherence to her Conſtitution. Other- 
wiſe, He would not ſo highly extol thoſe ambitious 
and cating Hypocrites the Puritans. Who were 


the 
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206 DIALOGUE v. 
the moſt inveterate Enemies of our excellent Eſta. 
— 2 453 76097 5 7 
Ap. As to the Puritans *, You will do. me the 
Juſtice to acknowledge, that I ſpeak only of their 
evangelical Tenets, abſtracted from all political Prin- 
ciples.—As to myſelf, your Fears are friendly, but 
I truſt they are groundleſs. I would only aſk ; Who 
are to be deemed the moſt affectionate and faithful 
Sons of their ſacred Mother ?—Thoſe, I preſume, 
who molt cordially embrace her Doctrines, and moſt 
Autifully ſubmit to her Precepts. By this Touch- 
Kone let my Fidelity be tried, And for an immed;- 
.ate'Tryal, be pleaſed to repeat her Ninth Article. 

Ther. I cannot ſay, that I remember the particular 
Words of any, though I have often read, and very 
much approve them all. 


As the Puritans have been mentioned, once and 
again, it may, perhaps, be thought neceſſary, that We 
" ſhould explain the Term; by ſpecifying the Perſons, to 
whom it relates.—It relates to ſuch Authors, as the 
following. e „ 'S 
Dr. Owen, with his correct Judgment, and an im- 
menſe Fund of Learning. MW. Charnech, with his maſ- 
culine Style, and an inexhauftible Vein of Thought,— 
© Dr. Goodavin, with Sentiments eminently evangelical.; 
and a moſt happy Talent at opening, ſifting, and diſ- 
playing the hidden Riches of Scripture. —Theſe, I think, 
mee the fff Three. _ ©. - . _— 
Then comes Myr. Howe, nervous and majeſtic; with 
all the Powers of Imagery at his Command. — Dr. Bate, 
- fluent and poliſhed 3 with a never · ceaſing Store of beau- 
tiful Similitudes.— Mr. Flave!, fervent and affectionate 
With a maſterly Hand, at probing the Conſcience, and 
ſtriking the Paſſions.— Mr. Caryl, Dr. Manton, Mr. Piel, 
With many Others ;. whoſe Works will ſpeak for the 
ten thouſand times better, than the Tongue of Pane- 


gyric, or the Pen of Biography. 


bliſhment, and would have rejoiced in its utter 
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Aſp. I with You would commit to your Memory, 
four or five of the moſt diſtinguiſhed | *. They are 
a valuable Treaſure, and contain the Quintellcnce 


of the Goſpel. 


Theſe are the Words of the Ninth Adele DO Ori- 
« ginal Sin is the Fault and Corruption of every 


-« Man, that naturally is ingendered of the Offspring 


« of Adam. It is the Fault, ſays the pious Bithop 
Beveridge, and therefore We are guilty of it. It is 
the Corruption alſo, and therefore We are defiled with 

it —Our Homilies have recourſe to no ſuch Pallia- 


tives, and qualifying Interpretations, as my Theron's 
Expoſitor uſes. One of them affirms point-blank, 


that “in Adam all Men firmed univerſally.” This 
ſeems to be a Paraphraſe on the Text, whoſe T ranſ- 


lation You lately controverted.—In what Senſe our 


great poetical Divine underſtood the ſacred Writer, 
is apparent from the following Words; which are 
=—_ to have been ſpoken by JEHOVAH 


| Makes guilty all his Sons +. 


And from another Paſſage, where our rebellious 
Progenitor, bewailing his aggravated Miſery, and 


the extenſive Malignity of his Guilt, declares 3 


n. all 


Pofteri ty flands curs'd t. 


For my own Part 1 mt 3 Tt hat, if the 
neee of N Nee be 2 ge 1 


know 


8 Eſpecially, Articles IX, X. XI, XII, XIII. 
Mir rox, Book III. 290 f 1 Book X. 817. 
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208 DIALOG. Dit VF. 
know not how the Imputation of Adam's deſtruQiye 
Apoſtacy can be denied. If We had no Concern in 
the one, how could We be juſtly puniſhed with the 
other ?—T ſay puniſhed. For, to loſe the primitive 

Integrity of our Nature, and inherit a depraved Diſ- 
' poſition, is at once a moſt deplorable Calamity, and 
2 moſt terrible Puniſhment. — Corruption tranf- 
mitted, and Sin imputed, ſeem to be Doctrines in- 
diſſolubly connected. To allow. the former, and re- 
ject the latter, is, in my Apprehenſion, to acknow- 


| 

Conditl 
of Dut 
the free 
ſutes, 
Indulge 
Promife 
himſelf 
other, | 
that M 
tice? I. 


- edge the Effect without admitting the Cauſe. Ther. 
; -Ther.. To make Us Parties in a Covenant, which to Addn 
We did not agree to, can this be equitable ? To ruin bis Viol 
Us for a Crime, which We never committed, can 1 Conſt 
this be merciful? Surely, this is a flagrant Injuſtice * 
never to be aſcribed to the All- gracious GOD. A x Ap. 6 
diabolical Barbarity, add Some, never to be men- have be 
tioned without the utmoſt Deteſtation. if He hz 
| Aſp. I ſee no Cauſe for ſuch a tragical Outcry of ſume, 1 
Harbarity, nor indeed for any Complaint of Injuſticy. to the o 
Not to infiſt upon the Sovereignty of an All- creating You; 
GOD, and his unqueſtionable Right to do what H. e of F 
will with his own , I would only aſx— Did He not Wer; 1 
condeſcend to wankA with Man, not on the Foot cure the 
of abſolute uncontroulable Authority, but in the not Ade 
honourable and endearing Way of a Covenant! — to aft a 


Were not the Terms of this Covenant, perfect!) 
eaſy, and wonderfully gracious ? Wonderfully gra- 
cious : For, they propoſed a State of inconceivable 
and everlaſting Felicity + to Creatures, Who were 
intitled to zo Happineſs; had not the leaſt Claim 
to any Good; no, not ſo much as to the Privilege 
- of. Exiſtence. Tn N. F 2 what was the 
| Condition 


* Matt. xx. 16. | | "4 Luke x. 28. 


. 
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Condition ön Man's Part? Not any rigorous Act 
of Duty, not any fevere Courſe of Self-denial, but 
the free Enjoyment of Millions of Bleſfings and Plea- 


ſutes; with only the Prohibition of one pernicious 
f ludulgence Here then is made, on one hand, 4 


120 


„ CP WE 


promiſe of the moſt glarieus Reward, that GOD 


. hitfifelf could give: and nothing required, on the 
. other, but the ſmallet Expreſſion of Allegiance, 
. that Man himſelf could wifſil.— And is this Injuf- 
- tice? Is this Barbarity? 

| Ther, All this was equitable enough with regard 
h to Alam: but why ſhould We be condemned fot 
n bis Viofatiott of the Covenant? Or how was ſuch 
n 1 Conſtitution of Things gracious, with reſpect to 
, 1 | 

A. 60 Why gohdemined 2” Becauſe, We ſhould 
have been Partakers of the Benefit and the Glory, 
it He had peffevered-iri his Duty. To this, I pre- 
ſume, None would object. And if they would not 
o the one, they onght not to the other. 

You afk farther ; © How was ſuch a Conffitution 
4 of Things gracious, with reſpe& to Us fan- 
ſwet; Becauſe it was the mo/? likely Means, to ſe- 
cure the Happineſs of Us and all Mankind. Was 
not Adam, 6f all Perſons, by far the beſt qualiſied 
to act as x general Head? He had a Perfection of 
Knowledge, to diſcern his true Intereſt: à Perfec- 
tion of Holirzefs, to capdcitate Him for Obedience: : 
and a Pertalhiam of Happineſs, diſpoſing. Him to 
Perſeverance, As Non eould have more eminent 
Tnakkearicits, None could have ſo many Obliga⸗ 

tons. His own Welfare, both bodily : and ſpiritual, 


Vol. I. 


Vas at ſtake: the eternal Intereſts of his riſing Fa- 
lily, and of vis remote Leckerer were depend; ing: 
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the Lives, the Souls, the everlaſting Al of the whole 
human Race, were embarked on the ſingle Bottom 
of his Fidelity. "Therefore, the Felicity of every 
Individual, that ſhould ſpring from his Loins, was 
a freſh Motive to Vigilance, an additional Engage- 
ment to Duty *.—As his Love to his Offspring was 
more refined, more exalted, more godlike than ours, 
all theſe Conſiderations and Inducements muſt ope- 
rate upon Him, in their fulleſt Scope, and with the 
ſtrongeſt Energy. —What an Entrenchment was 
here, to keep out Diſobedience, and ward off Ruin | 
An Entrenchment, deep as Hell; high as Heaven; 
wide as the whole Extent of the human Species. 
Here then I may venture to throw the Gauntlet, 
and challenge the whole World. Let the moſt pene- 
trating Mind deviſe a Scheme, ſo-wiſely and graci- 
ouſly calculated to aſcertain the Succeſs of a proba: 
tionary State. If this be impracticable, then muſt 
every Mouth be ſtopped. No Tongue can have 
the leaſt Reaſon to complain. I, for my Part, ſhall 
think myſelf obliged to admire the. Benignity of 
my CREAT OR's Conduct. And GOD may 


ae 


of ſtanding than Adam, who. was endowed with all the 
Perfe&ivns of an innocent, holy, godlike Nature; I 
think, by this very Imagination, He begins to all; fall 
into one of the vileſt Sins, Pride.—Is any Perſon ready 
to ſuppoſe, That, from a View to his own. particular Sal- 
vation; He would continue faithful ; when Adam was not 
engaged to Fidelity, from-a Regard to his own and the 
final Happineſs of all his Poſterity ? He ſeems to be jul 
as wiſe as the Mariner, who perſuades Himſelf; That, 


though ven thouſand Anchors,” firm and without a Flaw, 
could not ſecure the Ship in 4 Storm; yet a Angle An- 
r, crazy and dainaged; might have done it ef. 
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juſtly demand of all intelligent Creatures; What 
5111 have been done more, for the Preſervation and 
Felicity of Mankind, that I have not done *. | 
' Eſpecially, when to all this We add, That the 
ime Almighty BEING, who appointed Adam to 


be our Repreſentative in the firſt Covenant, without 
aſking our actual Conſent ; appointed alſo CHRIST 


to be our Repreſentative in the ſecond Covenant, 


without ſtaying for our actual Solicitation, When 
We take this into the Account, there remains not 
the leaſt Shadow of Injuſtice; but Goodneſs, tranſ— 
cendently rich Goodneſs, ſhines forth win the- 
brighteſt Luſtre. n 

Der. Goodneſs, Aſpaſio ! This is ſurpriſing in- 
deed. Why, if Adam's Tranſgreſſion be laid to our 
Charge, We are damnable Creatures, the very Mo- 
ment We exiſt; and are liable to the Torments of 
Hell, even on account of his Diſobedience. Te 
term this Goodneſs, is the greateſt of Paradoxes 
To affirm it of the D E 1 TY, is little leſs than 
Blaſphemy ; ; 

Aſp. Let Us be calm, my „ Friend, and con- 
der the Caſe impartially. If it is not a real Truth, 

[ ſhall be as willing to relinquiſh it, as Yourſelf. 

Is not Death, eternal Death, the Wages of every 
din? And if of every Sin, then doubtleſs of original. 
Which is the Fountain, from whence all the Streams 
of actual Iniquity flow; or rather the 4by/s,; from 
whence all the Torrents pour.— That, which could 
not be pardoned, but by the Humiliation and Ago- 
nies of GOD's adorable S ON, may reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to deſerve the moſt dreadful Vengeance. 
And! it is ee, by an N which You will 


1 6 Wow | not 
N „s * 
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A 


not ne. 8 +: "x nada as * as actual 
„Sin, the Offering of CHRIST is a Propitiation 
« and Satisfaction *. 

Does not St. Paul deliver it, as a 1 in Di- 
vinity.? That, by the Offence of One, Adam He un- 
doubtedly means, Judgment came upon all Men i 
Cendimnation +. The Import of the Words, toge- 
ther with the Connection of the Paſſage, lead Us 
te underſtand this of a Condemnation to eternal 
Mifery.—The Import of the Words: fer, they are 
doubled 1, to make them peculiarly ſtrong in their 
Signification: and each Word, within the Compal 
of this very Epiſtle, is uſed in that awful 3 
of Meaning |}. The Connectien of the Paſſage: be- 
| cauſe, it ſtands oppoſed. to that Juſtification which 

is unto Life. This, We are ſure, ineludes the 
Idea of an everlaſting Duration. And why ſhould 
its tremendous Caunterpart be leſs extenſive ? 

This Senſe is evidently. patronized, and this Doc- 
trine moſt peremptorily aſſerted,. by aur eſtabliſhed 
Church. What ſays the Book of Homiliat, When 
treating of the Miſeries conſequent upon the Fall! 
<< "This ſo great and miſerable a Plague, if it had 
ce any reſted on Adam, who firſt offended, it had 
ce been much eaſier, and might the better have been 
<« borne. ut it fell not only on Him, but. alſo on 
ca his Poſterity amd Children f for ever; ſo that the 
<<-whole Brood of Adam's Race ſhould faſtain the 
7 ſelf= ſame Fall and Punifhment, which their Fore- 
c father by his Offence moſt juſtly had deforued q. 
F che ee of out 
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DIALOGUE V 
Reformers, and ſuppoſe the Puniſhment to conſiſt 
only of ſome bodily Suffering, or the Loſs of Im- 
| mortality, it is added in the ſame alarming Dif- 
courſe ; ** Neither Adam, nor any of his, had any 


« yen; but were become plain Reprobates and 
« Caſtaways, being perpetually damned to the 
« everlaſting Pains of Hell.“ e 
Left You ſhould imagine, this might be written 
under a Sally of haſty Zeal, or that tis to be rec- 
koned among the doting Opinions of a credulous 
Antiquity ; let me remind my Friend, That it is 
engrafted into the Articles. Thoſe Articles, which 


| were approved by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of 

] both Provinces ;. were ratified by the general Conſent 

of the Clergy ; and are, to this Day, the national 
Standard of our Belief. The Ninth Article, begin- 

ning with a Deſcription of our depraved Nature, 

1 ſubjoins an Account of its proper Deſert; “ In 

t every Perfon born into the World, it deſerveth 

? « GOD's Wrath and Damnation *.” 3 

& | f „ 

Im ſurpriſed to fee a learned Author, attempting 


to heath the Sting of this awful Denunciation : attempt- 
n ng to prove, that the Words do not ſignify Gol 
le eternal Wrath, and the Damnation of Hen 1 ſhall 
" take no pains to confute, what this Gentleman is pleaſed 
wo advance. I ſhall leave the Queſtion in the Reader's 

a den Breaft. Let Him diſcover, if He can, a different 
i Meaning in the Sentence. Unleſs He, has a pretty ſhrewd 
1 Knack at Sopkiſtry, 1 am perſuaded, He will find it a dif- 
feult M ive ay 

18 atter to give any other tolerable Turn to the Paſ- 
my 


e. —Surely, it muſt be a Reproach to our venerable 


Mother, if She delivers her Doctrine in Langaape fo . 
lacious, as muſt neceſſarily miflead the Generality W her 


bus: or in Terms fo abfraſe, as even a good Under- 
ling cannot develop, without ſome Proficiency in 
| : critical 


« Right or Intereſt at all in the Kingdom of Hea- 
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Ther. How miſerable then is Man! 
Va In Himſelf He is miſerable beyond Expreſ. 
| But a Conviction of this Miſery is the Begin- 
208 of all Happineſs. The Talg ef Achor :5 4 
Door of Hope. 
Ther. Explain Yourſelf, Aßpaſio. 
deal very much in the Incomprehenſibles. 
Such a Conviction would demonſtrate the 
* Inſufficiency of all human Attainments, and 
all human Endeavours, to procure Life and Salya- 
tion.— For, in caſe We could perform every Jot 
and Tittle of the divine Law; offend in no In- 
: ſtance; fall ſhort in no Degree; perſevere to the 
very End; yet this would be no more than our pre- 
Not the leaſt Pittance of 
Much leſs could 


. ay Gem to 


' ſent bounden Duty. 
Merit could ariſe — all this. 
this. be ſufficient to expiate original Guilt, or re- 

move the dreadful Entail of the primitive all- de 
ſtroying Sin. 

This, therefore, would moſt effeQually preclude 
every falſe Confidence; and ſweep away, at one 
Stroke, every Refuge of Lies +. 
under an immediate, indiſpenſible, and happy Ne- 
.ceflity, of betaking Ourſelves to CHRIST! 
ſay happy Neceſſity; becauſe then We ſhould knov; 
by Experience, what each Part of our LORD 
awful yet tender Declaration meaneth; O {jrae!! 
To haft dgfuroyed thyſelf; but in ME is thy Help !. 
We ſhould: then find, that as Sin and Miſery 
have how ee the firſt * Merch and 


It would lay Us | 


Nabe 18 net me. to o bring ſuch 


E * e 
n Oaium upon our Church. 

\*: Hou. 1 Fs.) Acbor deten 77 3 1 10 
4. Hoſ. Xili. 95 <© 


15 . xxviii. 17. 


mention 
ſerve, 2 
of Ediß 
obeying 


Any. 


DIALOG UE V. 215 
Grace have much more abounded th rough the ſecond. 
For, if We were ruined by a Erin which We 
committed not; We are recovered by a Righteouſ- 


neſs, which We performed not. A Righteouſneſs, 
infinitely ſurpaſſing whatever We could have ac- 


quired ;* even though our Nature had been tranſ- 
_ mitted to Us, free from any — and exempt 


from all Guilt. 
Ther.” In your Opinion then, and according to 


Jour Scheme, Salve and a Regimen are better than 


Þ ſound Conftitution 1 
' Aſp. No, Theron. My Opinion is, that none 


can think Himſelf aggrieved, or have any Reaſon to 


complain, at that grand and beneficent Regulation, 
which ſuffers the glimmering Taper to be obſcured 
or extinguiſhed, but ſheds abroad the boundleſs and 
majeſtic Beams of Day. And if any Compariſon 
be made between the moſt perfect human Obedi- 
ence, and the everlaſting divine Righteouſneſs of 


CHRIST. it ſhould be taken from the morn”: | 


Taper” and the meridian Sun. 


Ther. I cannot perſuade myſelf to Admire ſuch 


myſterious and unaccountable Notions. They muſt 
puzzle Some: n offend N but cannot —_ 
Aſp. This Point; That 71e all Bait in Adem 
were undorie by his Apoſtacy; cannot puzzle the 
ſimpleſt, if unprejudiced Mind. Nor will it offend 
Any, but the proud Philoſopher, or the ſelf-righ- 
teous Moraliſt. And I-afſure You, I ſhould not 
mention it, much leſs — it, did it not ſub- 
ſerve, and in a very ſingular Manner, the Purp6ſes 


of Edification: "The Doctrine of a R EDEEM ER, 


CG and dying in our Stead, is the very Hinge 
14 8 and 


a DIALOG DE N. 


and Center of all evangelical Revelations: is the 
very Life and Soul of all evangelical Bleſſings. 


This Doctrine i is not a little illuſtrated, and comes 


very much recommended, by the Imputation of 


 Contraries, You know, caſt Light upan, and ſet 


off each other. Winter and its ſeyere Cold, make 


Spring and its chearing Warmth, more ſenſihly per- 
geived, and more highly pleaſing. Such an Influ- 
ence has the preſent Subject, with reſpect to the 
vioarious Obedience of our MEDIATOR. 
The more clearly We ſee the Regluy of the firſt, 
the more thoraughly We ſhall diſcern the £:-- 
more We are humbled under a Cenviction of the 
former, the more We ſhall coyet, or the more We 
| hall triumph in, the Enjoyment af the latter. — 
The Apoſtle draws a long Parallel, or rather forms 
a ftrang Cantraſt between them, in the fifth Chap- 
ter to the Romans. He ſpeaks copioully; of Adun 
Guilt, imputed to all Mankind fer Cendemnation 
and Death: that He may ſpeak the mexe acceptably, 
the more charmingly of CHRIS T's Righteoul- 
neſs, imputed to all Believers for Juſtification and 
Life. In that dart Ground, He well knew, this 
faireſt lovelieſt Flower of Chiſtianity, appears with 
peculiar Beauty; indeed, with a'l the Beauty of 
| amen en 4 rn nei. 


. It dn hang: to me 2 « Thing impoſſible 
that one Man's Righteouſneſs ſhould'be made Ano- 
ther's. Can one Man live by the Soul of Another! 
Or be learned by the — Another 2—Good 
Aſpaſv, never attempt to maintain duch pa . 
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Abſurdities. They will expoſe Chriſtianity to the 
Scorn of TaGdels. 


Aſp. If Infidels ſcoff at this comfortable Truth, 
their Scofling will he, like all their other Cavils, not 


the Voice of Reaſon, but the Clamour of Prejudice. 


My Friend's ObjeCtion infinuates, what We ne- 
ver aſſert; That the Righteoufneſs of CHRIST 
is transfuſed. into Believers. Which would, doubt- 
leſs, be in Fact impoſſible, as it is in Theory ab- 
ſurd.—But this We diſavow, as ſtrenuouſſy as You 
can oppoſe. The REDEEMER's Righ- 
teouſneſs. is made ours, not by Inſuſion, hut by 
Inputetion. The very Terms We uſe, may acquit 
Us frem ſuch a ridiculous Charge; as Imputation 
lignifis, A placing to the Account of One, what 
« is dene ex ſuffered by Anather.” Accordingly 
We believe, That the Righteouſneſs which juſti- 
hes, abides i in CHRIST, but is placed to our Ac- 
count: that CHRIST, and CHRIST alone, 


actually performed it: that CHRIST, and 


CHRIST alone, perſonally poſſeſſes it: but that 
performing it in aur Stead, and poſſeſſing it as our 


9 Coyegant-head, GOD imputes it to Us--G O 


«copts Us for it-—agcepts Us as much, . as if We 
had, en aur own Behalf and in our own Perſons, 
ſexerally fulfilled: it. 

Though one Man cannot live, be 504 with 
Principle of Life, by the Soul of another; yet You 

muſt allow, that one Man, nay, that many Men 
may live, be continued in the Poſſeſfion of Life, for 
the Rightenſneſs of anether. Or elſe You muſt do, 
what B am ſute You abhor-—You muſt charge, uith 
Abſurditꝝy and Impoſſibility, even. the Declaration 
4 JEM OVAH himſelf; "Hi I * in Sedim fifty 


Righteous 


_ 


_ would give of the Sun's Splendor, in caſe a Perſon 


Nigbreuns -within the City, then. will 4 ſar all th vicar: 
5 FOR THEIR SAKES *. Profi 

"Ther. Not all your Refine want can reconcile me exam 
to this uncouth Notion.— The Practice is unexampled, Stead 
and abſolutely inconſiſtent with che * diftri- the 7 
_butive: Juſtice. Max 


Ap. Ahl my Theron, if We look. for Wenke Did 
of GOD's unbounded Goodneſs, amongſt the puny Gene 
Proceedings of Men; We ſhall be led into the moſt . Grar 
extravagant Miſapprehenſions. To meaſure one of enjoy 
the Sparks on your Ring, and fanſy We have taken of a 
the Dimenſion of the Alps or the Andes, would be, Wor 


ein compariſon of this Error, a ſmall | Miſtake, 
Since, between a brilliant Speck, and a Range of 
Mountains, there is ſome Proportion: but between 
human Beneficence, and this heavenly Bounty, 
there cannot po! Mbly be any. — However, the all- 
condeſcending CREATOR has been pleaſed, 
40 to diſpenſe his infinitely. rich Grace; that We 
may find, though nothing parallel in any, nothing 
correſpondent i in all. Circumſtances; yet ſome faint 
Shadow of its Manner, among the Affairs of Man- 
Kind. Something, that may perhaps give Us ſuch 
an Idea of the ſtupendous Subject, as a Glo- worn 


had never beheld that magnificent Luminary.— 
This Remark I muſt intreat Vou to recollect, when- 
ever I attempt to elucidate the Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
by any Occurrences in common Life. 

When your worthy Miniſter was diſabled, by a 
rhevinatio Diſorder; from attending-on the Buſineſs 
of his Function; ſeverab of the neighbouring Clergy 
gave Him their nn He. not, by this 
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vicarious Performance of his Office, intitled to all the 


| Profits of his Living? —lIt ſeems therefore not ſo un- 
exampled a Thing, for one Perſon to act in another's 


Stead. And when a Service is thus diſcharged by 


the Proxy, the Benefit may, according to the received 
Maxims of Mankind, accrue to the Princjpal.— 
Did not Fehu s Deſcendents, even to the fourth 


Generation *, reap the Advantage of their great 


Grandfather's Zeal ?. Does not the Duke of * * * 
enjoy the Honours and Rewards, won by the Sword 


of a victorious Anceſtor !—And may not the whole 
World of Believers, with equal, with far greater 
Juſtice, receive Life and Salvation, on Account of 


their all-deſerving SAVIOUR ? Eſpecially, ſince 
| He and They are one myſtical Body; repreſented 


as ſuch in Scripture, and conſidered as ſuch by 


GOD. 


No, ſay You: this is contrary to the Rules 


c of diſtributive Juſtice.” What is your Idea of 


a Surety? How was the Affair ſtated, | and how 
were Matters negotiated, with relation to your ge- 


nerous Acquaintance Philander ? He, You know, 


was bound for an unfortunate Nane who lately 
een aſide. 
Ther. The Debt, by his Brother 5 n 


vel upon Philander. He was reſponſible for 


all, and e to pay the whole Sum. 1 22 
5 A rea MEE - - COILS. Ah. 


e 12 "Ry x. 30. ry this ines 55 bleſſing the 
e for the Sake of Abrabam, Jſaac, and Jacob by 
ſhewing Mercy to Solomon, and his Poſterity, on account 
of David their Father—and by many ſuch Patterns. re- 


corded in Scripture ;. the LORD ſeems to have conſti- 


tuted a Sign, and to have kept up a Memorial, of his 


Purpoſe to ſave N * the * and Deſerts of 
Another, | r 
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Ie. Was noe his Payment as ſati factory to the 
e yer if the Money had been paid in the 
\Debtor's own Perſon, by! the Debtor o.] . ? 

. They. Certainly. 

A. Was net the Debtor, by this vicarious Pay- 
ment, releafed from all Fear of Proſecution, and 
. from any future Demand on this Score: 

Ther, He wass. 

Aſp. Apply this Inſtance to he Redemption of 
Sinners by FESUS CHRIST: who is, in the 
_ ſacred Writings, expreſly ſtyled A SURETY *.— 

If -Phylanders Act was deemed; in the Eſtimation of 

Law, the Act of his Brother; if the Deed cf the 

former was imputed, in point of Advantage, intirely 

to the latter; why ſhould not the fame Effects take 


place, with regard to the divine Bondfman, and poor” - | 


inſolvent Sinners? Why ſhould that be exploded in 
our Syſtem of Divinity, which is. . univerſally ad- 
N mitted in our Courts of Juſtice? 

\ © Ther.” Obedience and Righteouſneſs are, in the 
5 Natare of the Things themſelves, perſonal Qualities, 
and only ſo. Every Man is that only (and can be 
nothing elſe) which He is in Himfelf. 

Aſp. . Righteouſneſs, as telling in Us, is undoubt- 
Aly a perfonal Quality. Obedience, as per formed 
by Us, comes under the ſame Denomination. But 
does this ſuperſede the Neceffity; or deftroy the Ex- 
iſtence of imputed Righteouſneſs ?—Your firſt Pro- 


pPoſition is ambiguous. Let it ſpeak diſtinctly; add 


axberent to your Righteauſncks ; and the Senſe be- 


, comes ri pos but the 8 falls to the 
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Every Man is that only (and can be nothing 
« elſe) which He is in Himſelf. If I had never 
ſeen the Bible, I ſhould have yielded my ready Aſ- 
ſent to this Propoſition. But, when 1 open the Old 
Teſtament, and find it written by the Prophet; In 
the LOR D Hall ail the Heufe of Ifruel be juſtified *. 
When I turn to the New Teſtament, and hear the 
Apoſtle ſaying ; Te are complete in HIM, who ts the 
Head of all Principalities and Powers ; I cannot 
concur with Theron, without contraditing Revela- 


tion. Ifratl, or the true Believer, is ſaid to be juſ- 
titted ; and the Foundation of this Bleſſing is de- 


clared to he, not in Himſelf, but in the LORD. 


The Coloſſians are ſaid to be complete; Which, we 


are very eettain, they were not in themſelves; and 
are expteſly aſſuxed, they were ſo in CAHRIST.— 
Hence it appears, quite contrary to my Friend's 
Aſſertion, that Sinners beth haue and are that in 
CHRIST, which they neither have nor are in 


themſechveg, They haue, by Imputation, a Righte- 
ouſneſs in CHRIST; they are, by this imputed, | 


Righteouſneſs, aomplkts before GO. 

I believe, your Miſtake proceeds from e 
to diſtinguiſh between INSERENT and IMPUTED. 
—We never ſuppoſe; That a profane Perſon is de- 


vont, of an intemperate Perſon, fober. To live 


ſoberly and act devouthy;. is inberunt Righteouſneſs. 
But We maintain; That the Prefane and Intem- 
perate, being convinced oi their Iniquity, and be- 
taking themſelves to the all- ſuſſicient SAVIQUR 


for Redemption, are initereſted in the Merit both 


of his Liſe and of his Death. This is ompettd Righ- 
ae feet: affrm; That, though cri- 


minal 
* Iſai. xlv. 26. /+*Col. ii. 10. 
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365 DIALOGUE iv; 
minal in themſelves, they are made righteous in 


CHRIST; and are accepted by GOD, for his 


beloved SON's Sake. This: is - > 0 ary through 
imputed Ri ghteouſneſs. 


Neither is this a procuribub: or unwarrantable | 


Opladon, but the clear and poſitive Declaration of 
Scripture. 
He treats as righteous . Mbom? Upright, obedient, 


ſinleſs Creatures? This were nothing extraordinary 
No; but He ju/tifieth the Ungodly *, that believe in 


the LORD FESUS. Imputing, as the Ground 
of this Juſtification, their Treſpaſſes to Him, and 
his Righteouſneſs to them. "I's is * gra- 


cious indeed! 


Ther: I ſee no Occaſion for ſack! nice „Diſtinctions, i 
and metaphyſical Subtilties, in plain popular Divinity. 
Hard Terms and abſtruſe Notions, may perplex the 


Head, but ſeldom 1 improve the Heart. 
Ap. Why then do You oblige Us to make uſe of 


them? If ſome People twiſt and entangle the Reins, 5 
it behaves Others to clear them of the Embarraſſment, 


and replace them in their due 8 y Wri- 
ters, either from an artful Deſign, 


theſe two very different Ideas. 


andthen charge the Abſurdity upon Others. 


I am no more fond of hard Terms, and abſtruſe 
Notions, than my Theron. Neither can I think the 
Inſtance before Us, is ſo abſtruſe and intricate. I 


am bang certain, Vou are capable of ae : 
| - Fm | 


b n Rom. iv. ge * 1 


i 8. 


He juſtifieth, He abſolves from Guilt, 


hood. 


through a 
ſtrange Inadvertence, have jumbled and confounded. 
Hence, they have 
ſtarted Objections to our Doctrine, which, the Mo- 
ment You introduce this obvious Diſtinction, va- 
niſh into Air. They broach a Miſtake of their own, 


much | 
I muſt 
very m: 
puted R 
of Hand 
tificatio 


of GO 


heavenl 


eaſy, W 
place; 

you cal, 
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much higher and nicer Refinements. Therefore, 
LOO once again entreat You to remember the 
material Difference, between 7nherent and im- 
5 Righteouſneſs. The former, is the Eſſence 
of Sanctification; the latter, is the Ground of Juſ- 
tification. By this, We are reſtored to the Favour 
of GOD; by that, We are made meet for his 
heavenly Kingdom. — Let this Diſtinction, which is 
eaſy, which is ſcriptural, which is important, take 
place; and We may for the future diſmiſs, what 
you call, the metaphyſical Subtilcies. Our Diſa- 
greement will ceaſe, and our Opinions tally, 
Der. I queſtion that, Aſpaſio. There are other 
Difficulties: to be got over, before I can digeſt ſo 
crude an Opinion. —If we are juftified by the Righ=- 
tcouſneſs of CHRIST, then the Righteouſneſs 
which juſtifies Mankind is already wrought out. 
Aſp. And this You take to be a notorious Falſ- 
hood, Whereas, I look upon it as a certain and 
moſt delightful T'ruth.—The Righteouſneſs, which, 
juſtifies ſinful Man, was /et an foot; when GOD: 
ſent forth his S ON from the Habitation of his 
Holineſs and Glory, to be born of a Woman, and 


—— — — =o — — — — — . 
8 3% OE OR . Oy ol —B ͤ . II 
dr I COL 2 — 4 g 5 — P ou ” _ 
ENG 8 - 7 > * 2 + 2 — . as BBC... -.- 
b 5% * 2 — es i 2—W — _ — — y4 
—— ——— a 
M2 — — _ Moos 23 8 
1 n ry ater > * —— et = 3 
— py — 0 — „ — * r 
5 - . ” _ N " - * —_—_ TIS FI 
N , $40 # e — n 4 — 5 1 — » Tx" » Ce 
2 N 2 Fe SERIES 3-2 2 y $i popn n n e— : o * 
wy l 1 7 — * a F IT 2 WER 


ow, 
Fr 


3 
th. 
n 
„ 


_— 
— — 
AIDES. 


— — 
D N 
— po 
— 
— 
— 
an. tte. 
- 
— 


25 
vp 
8 


N 2 
* n 
— 
3 

— - o 
— — 

* 
4 > 1 


— 52 


. made ſubject to the Law.—lt was carried on, through 
5 the whole Courſe of our S AVI OU R's Life; in, 
© which He always did ſuch. Things, as magnihed, 
5 the Law, and were. pleaſing to his heavenly FA-. 
* THE R. It was completed at that ever memorable, 
| that grand Period of Time, when the bleſſed IA. 
fa MANUE I. bowed his dying Head; and cried,; 
1 with a ſtrong triumphant Voice, IT 1s FINISEED. 
1. If the juſtifying Righteouſneſs was to be wrought 
g by Ourſelves,” We could never be truly and fully juſ- 
h lied till * ; till our Warfare is is ccc 


- © \ ' 
I | » 1 wr on » and 
? * % 5 - A 
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224 DIALOGUE V. 
and our af AQ of Obedience exerted. But how un- 
comfortableis ſueh an Apprehenſion And how miſer- 
ahle would it render our Lives! How eontrary is ſuch 
à Sentiment, to the Determination of the Apoſtle; #01 
Ak jaflifud ® ! As well as to che Experience of Chrif 

tians; M An paſſed from Death with Life +. 
© Ther, Soothied chef with this pleaſing gurmitz 
my not the Libertine ſay to his Soul?“ Soul, 
4e take thine Eaſe in the moſt indolent Security, 


ce All. my carnal Appetites, indulge Vourſelves 


e without Reſtraint. Conſcience, be under 1d 
c Solicitude to live ſoberly, righteoufly; and god- 
« lily. Fer the Work is dohe; all done to my 
< Hands. I am like ſome foftundte Heir, whoſe 
< Parents have been fuccefsfufty induſtrious; and 
< have left noching to exerciſe the Diligence of 
c their fervivirig Son, but only to poſſeſs the In- 
e heritance, and hre en Labours not his owii.” 

As. The Libertine, who only ſpecufates or dif- 
putes, may indeed abuſe the Doctrine of Grice, 
But the Believer, who is guided and influenced by 
the Power of Grace; will improve it to bettet P- 
poſes. Where the former only Hucteates on ths 
Underſtanding, fuck deteſtable Conſequences oy 
enſue. Where thie' latter operates on the Heart, it 

will always produce vety different Effects. Suet 
x Perſon; from fuchd Faith; will never be inelined 
to Irractrefty or Licentiouſtieſs. No more than out 
| buſy Companions, with their hawmitving Notes, and 
honied Thighs; are, by this bright Sanſhine and 
all theſe expanded Boffotns,” iricfiried to ferf dof 
their Hours in the Hie. Vou muy as ſob expect 
en RS GA the. ene Bee 


+ PONG v. 20. 


* or Vi. 1. 


Decembe; 
felves tec 
truly gr: 
Unger th 
very Th 

Whose 
ſweet an 
Himſelf, 
ineſtimal 
ſon from 
from tha 
or ſome 
induſtrio 

Ther. 
Doctrine 
wholeſon 
Neforma 
if your T 
fairly be 
ſible, yet 

Aſp.” 1 
Hall ook « 
dinners { 
LORD: 
curſed T. 


_ Ploody 8 


Puniſhme 
that by t 
penal Suf 
lngs : th 


6; Gy OTIS <5. a oy 


® OUR & on aw nc. 


= 


DIALOGUE NW wm 


December, clinging to an Icicle, or diſperſing them- 
felves to gather Honey on the Snow; as to ſee a 
truly gracious Man, who is dead to Sin, living any 
linger therein *—G OD forbid +! He abhors the | 
very Thought. 

Whoever, therefore, ſo ſhamefully perverts fo 
feet and glorious a Doctrine, is a Witneſs againſt 
Himſelf, that He has neither Lot nor Portion in the 
ineftimable Privilege. Does an Animal ſuck Poi- 
fon from the moſt wholeſome Herbs ? We are ſure, 
from that infallible Indication, it is the vile Spider, 
or ſome envenomed Inſet, not "ths valuable and 
induſtrious Bee. | 

Ther. Truly, Aſpaßo, I know not how to call that 
Doctrine ſweet, much leſs can I recommend it as 
wholeſome ; which renders Repentance, ' perſonal 
Reformation, and inherent Rectitude needleſs. And 
if your Tenet is onde received, all theſe Duties may 
fairly be diſmiſſed. So that if the Thing was poſs 
lible, yet it would be pernicious. 

Abb. The Prophet was. of another Mind : They 
frall look on Him, whom they have pierced, and mourn k. 
dinners ſhall look, by 'Faith, to their crucified 
LORD: ſhall ſee Him faſtened with Nails to the 
curſed Tree; ſee. Him ſtabbed to the Heart by the 


bloody . And remembering, that this was the 


Puniſhment due to their Provocations; believing, 
that by this Puniſhment, they are freed from all 
penal Sufferings, and intitled to all ſpiritual Bleſ- 
lngs: they ſhall not be tempted to tranſgreſs, but 
Incited to mourn 3 not play the Profligate, but act 
the Penitent.— The Apoſtle exactly agrees with the 
Prophet; and both are diametrically oppoſite to xp 
1 . Q Fri riend 


* 


of: 


 & 

226 DIALOGUVUErV 
Friend; The Goodneſs, the tranſcendent and incon- 
ceivable Goodneſs of GOD our SAV TOUR, in- 
ſtead of diverting from, leadeth to Repentance &. 

Far from obſtructing, it powerfully promotes, 
ner ſonal Reformation. For thus ſaith that all-wiſe 
BEING; who intimately knows our Frame, and 
diſcerns What is molt effectual to work upon our 
Minds; The Grace: of OMD, which bringeth Sulua- 


tion, hath appearetl ; teaching Us, that denying all Un- 
 godlineſs and worldly Lufts, We fhould live ſoberh, 
_ raghteoufly, and goulily in this preſent evil Warld +. 


Grace, You obſerve, even that gloriouſly free 
Grace, which bringeth Salvation to unworthy 
Creatures, 'is'a Diſſuaſive of all Nenne and an En. 


eouragement to every Virtue. 


As to inherent Rectitude, how can 8 be rendered 
needleſs by imputed Righteouſneſs? Is Health ren- 
dered inſignificant, by the Abundance of our Riches] 
Does Eaſe become fuperfluous, through the Beauty 


of our Apparel ?—Holineſs is the Nalth of our Souls, 


andthe Euſe of dur Minds. Whereas, ungovernable 


Paſſſons creatè keener Anguiſh, than a Brood of Vi- 
| pers gnawing our Bofoms. Inordinate Deſires are 


a more intolerable Nuiſance, : than Swarms of Lo- 
euſts infefting our Abodes. To regulate thoſe, and 
to reſtrain thoſeg/:cam' ee till Cotnfoit 
and Sorrow change their Properties; till the dia- 
bolicat Nature come 8 Geſtinble: with * 
Divine...” > 1! 07 359 bit TY} 

Der. Te Belleber, indeed; out oft mere Qi 
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b. Rather, Theron, He muſt out of Duty, He 
wil out of Gratitude, and from the new Diſpoſition 
of His Nature He cannot but, add to his Faith Works 
of Righteouſneſs. | 

How runs the heavenly i, in this Caſe 
made and provided? 1 200 That they who have 
lelieued in GOD, for Pardon of Sin and Lile 
eternal, be careful to maintain gaed Works. * 


How beats the Pulſe of a believing Soul! Wor 


may feel it, in that truly . generous Demand, 

made. by the P/alm/t: M bat ſhall I render unto 
th LORD, for delivering me, from impend- 
ing Death, from deſerved Damnation ; and for all 
the Benefits, that He hath done unto me +2 A grate- 
ful Heart wants not the Goad, but is a Spur to it- 
ſelf,—How leans the Bias of his Nature? He is 
new - born; created in CHRIST FESUS unto 
good Works ; his Delight is in the Law of the 
LORD J. Whatever is our ſupreme Delight, 


We are ſure to proſecute; and proſecute with Ar- 


dour. Me cannat but ſpeak the Things which We have 
fo and , was Ein of the Apoless 
2 


W 6. The original Word Arie bit + Doin 
and an Energy, which, I believe, it is 1mpoflible for gur 
Language 0 preſerve, by any lizeral Trandatign. it im- 
pos That a Belieyer ſhould not only be exerciſed in, 

ut eminent 1 all good Works: C Abould geo ers 


the Way, and ongfrip them in the honourable Race: 1 


both a Pattern, and a Patron of univerſal Godlineſs. 
+ Pfal. cxvi. 12. 1 Eph. ii. 10. l Pal. i. 2. 


annot bur. E on, uſed b the A- 
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223 DIALOGUE-YV. 
if applied to practical Godlineſs, it is the Exye. 
tience of the Chriſtian. 

Nor can his main Intereſt be ſecure without a holy 
. Becauſe, the Judge of the World, at 
the Day of eternal Retribution, will declare to the 
Workers of Iniquity ; I never knew Tou; depart from 


me . Becauſe Holineſs, though not the Cauſe of 


our Admittance to the beatific Viſion; is ſo neceſ- 
ſary a Qualification, that without it no Man ſhall ſe 
Without it, there is no Acceſs to 
Heaven, neither could there be any Enjoyment in 
Heaven. 


Ter. Pray, recollect Yourſelf, Altaf 70. Accord- 


ing to the Tenour of your own Illuſtration, the 
Neceflity of perſonal Obedience is evidently v2- 


cated. For, how can the Law demand a Debt of 


the Principal, which has been fully diſcharged by 

the Surety ? Does not ſuch a Doctrine ſupply Con- 

e very hurtful to Piety and Virtue? 
Aſp. The Debt of penal Suffering, and the Debt 


of perfet Obedience, are fully diſcharged by our 


Divine SURETY. $0 that "We are no longer 


under a Neceſſity of obeying, in order to obtain an 

Exemption from. Puniſhment, or to lay the Foun- 

dation for our final Acceptance, | We are never- 
theleſs engaged, by many other Obli gations, to 


walk in all dutiful and conſeienalons, Regard to the 
Law. ah thee 


Fhe Levites were a Type of CHRIST. The 


Service 


| ture in enz ler cannot hut to ly, and 4 
4 e 20, 0heys, the erer· bleſſed re xi 


B Matt. vii. 15 $ T Heb. xii. 14. 
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Service of the Congregation, and bear their Iniguities *. 
Do the ſacred Service, whereby the People were 
t accepted before GOD—Bear their ſeveral Iniquities, 
e whereby they obtained Remiſſion of Sins. —Iſrael, 
1 jou ſee, by Means of the Levites and their Mini- 
f ſtrations, were made Partakers of Pardon, of Peace, 
. and the divine Favour. This is undeniable. But 
2 did this vacate the Neceſſity of their perſonal Obe- 
0 dience ? Could this ſupply Conſequences very hurt- 
| ful, or in any Degree hurtful, to their Piety and 
Virtue ?—W here then was the Wiſdom of the Law- 
giver? What a Reflection this on the Author of ſuch 
| an Inftitution? Either HE could not be wiſe and 
i WY holy, or elſe this Charge muſt be falſe and groundleſs. 
. Wer. Many other Obligations, You ſay. In- 
of ſtance in ſome, and demonſtrate the Charge to be 
Jy groundleſs. a 
a- Asp. Obedience, perſonal Obedience, is mu | 
ſary, becauſe—this is the moſt authentic Proof of 
our Love to the gracious REDEEMER; VT: 
live me, keep my Commandments +—this is a comfort- 
able Evidence of our Union with that exalted Head 
He that abideth in Me, and Tin Him, the ſame bring- 
eth forth much Fruit I this is alſo the moſt effectual 
Method, of adorning our Profeſſion ; and of win- 
ning our Neighbours, to embrate the Goſpel. Let 
yur Light, the Light of your exemplary. Converſa- 
tion, not only appear, but ſhine before Men : that 
they, ſeeing your. good Works, may think honourably 
of your Religion |- Aay glerify your FAT HER; 


Q3 which 


* Numb. nol 23. .+.John av. 15. ft John xv. 5. 


pw Matt. v. 16. 8 by our LORD in this 
lace, and by St. Pail in his Epiſtle to Titus, good Works 
are called Kada fl 4, range baun, ornamental, 
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which-ts in Heaven; and ſay, with thoſe Proſelytes 
mentioned by the Prophet, We will go with you. 
Are not theſe Obligations ?— Real Obligations? 
Obligations, whoſe Reality will never be diſputed, 
whoſe Force muſt always be felt, by the true Be- 
liever.—Do we then make void the Lato, through an 
imputed Righteouſnefs ? No, verily: but—if Gra- 
titude to the crucified 7E SUS, have any con- 
ſtraining Influence; if a Concern for our own Com- 
fort and Happineſs have any perſuaſive Energy; if 
there be any Thing inviting, any Thing deſirable, 
in the Profpe& of honouring 
Man ive gffabliſp the Law. By all theſe generous, 
manly, endearing Motives, We — its Pre- 
cepts, and provide for its Obſervance. 
Wer. Should We admit this Doctrine, Mankind 
yy no longer be conſidered as in themſelves, and 
folely in themſelves: accountable. Creatures. 
would the future Fulgment: be an equitable Diftri- 
bution: of Newards and Puniſhments ; but only 
GOD's awful and uncontroulable Execution of his 
on arbitrary and irreverſible Decrees. - 
App. I have never been accuſtomed to conſider 
Mankind, under the Goſpel Diſpenfation, as àc- 
countable. fo/cly in themſelves. 
comfortable and benign Scheme, a MEDIATOR 
ares to anſwer for his People; 
ment of their Prace. Were We 
accountable ſolely in Outſelves, CHRIS T as our 
great HIGH- PRIEST, would be ſet aſide; and 
his Sacrifice, as a Propitiation for Sin, be of none 


intervenes; under 
and bears the OH: 


5 a 


GOD, and edifying 


Nor 


| Becaufe, in this 


Why may not the fütufe Judgment, bei an. equit- 
| able Dilteibution of Rewards and Fan 
| 4 | thole, 


F tend. 
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thoſe, who reject the Atonement of the dying E- 
SUS, and refuſe to depend on his conſummate 
Righteouſneſs, are left to ſtand or fall according to 
the Iſſue of their own Obedience. If Bahvvers, on 
the other hang, are accepted through their moſt 
meritorious REDEEMER ; but rewarded with 
higher or inferior Degrees of F elicity, in Propor- 
tion to the Sanctity of their Nature, and Uſefulneſs 
of their Lives.—lI fee nothing arbitrary in this Pro- 
cedure ; but an admirable Mixture of juſt Severity, 
and fees Goodneſs—On thoſe, who reje the Atone- 
ment, juſt Severitz—To thoſe, who rely on their 


SAVIOUR, free Goodneſs. 
Ther. The Obedience of CHRIST was wholly 


due for Himſelf; and therefore could not merit for 


Another. 

Aſp. A bold Aue this! ri can make 
it good, will infallibly overthrow my Opinion; and 
ablolutely deſtroy my Hopes. But ſurely, Theron, 
it is not your real Sentiment. 2 

Could it then be Matter of Duty i in the eternal 
SON, to be born of a Woman; and in the 
LORD of Lords, te become the Servant of all? 
Could it de Matter of Duty in the KING of 
Glory, to embrace the Infamy of the Croſs; and 
in the PRINCE of Life, to pour out his Soul 
unto Death '?—Tf all this was Matter of Duty, the 


erer-bleſſed FESUS (How hall I ſpeak it? Who 


can believe it ?) was no better chan an unprofitable 


Servant *. For, ſuch is the acknowledged Cha- 


racter of One, who' does no more, than— _ 
Ther. Not fo faſt, nor quite ſo vekement, my 
Re hat the Seriptüte, affirms, 
eiii CHRIST 


Luke xvit. 10. 
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CHRIST is there ſaid to receive a Commandment, 
and be ſubjef to the Law. Both which Expreſ- 


ſions imply Obligation and Duty. 

Aſp. In order to accompliſh our Redemption, the 
SON of GOD ſubmitted Himſelf to the Com- 
mandment. But this was his own ſpontaneous Act. 
The Matter of his free Choice. To which He 
lay under no Obligation, till He engaged to be- 
come our Surety. | wy 

Being in the Form of GOD; He was Lord of the 
Law ; and no more ſubject to its Commands, than 
obnoxious to its Curſe. Nevertheleſs, He took upon 
Him the Form of a Servant; and was made under the 
Law.—Woherefore? Becauſe it was his bounden 


Duty, to put his Neck under the Yoke * ? Impoſ- 
| ſible to imagine !—Or, that He might obtain ever- 


laſting Life and Glory for Himſelf? No ſuch 
Thing. But that He might redeem thoſe who were 
under the Law +. From which it appears, that 
both his Engagement and his Obedience were, not 
for Himſelf, but for his People.—Therefore the 


Prophet cries out, with holy Exultation ; To Us « 


Child is born; To Us a Son is given | ! His incarnate 


State and human Nature, together with all that He 
did and ſuffered in both, were for Us: thoſe aſſumed 


on. our Account, theſe refexred to our Advantage. 

Let Us conſider this, and be amazed! and be 
charmed — The great univerſal LORD vouch- 
ſafes to pay univerſal Obedience! What Condeſcen- 


5 | fon 
| Acts xv. 10. Gal. iv. 5. | 
t Lai. ix. 6. Eft preterea Emphaſis fingularis in Voer 


nobis. Signiſcat id, quod omnes ſentiunt, noſtro Bono & 


Commodo natum ęſſt hunc Puerum Imperatorem.” VIT AIX. 
The Original 1s, not 1þ for Himſelf, but 17 for Us 
and our Good: for Us Men, and our Salvation. 
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fron was Here !—He vouchſafes to pay it, for Us 


Men, and for our Redemption What Goodneſs 
was this! 

Ther. Before We indulge the devotional Strain, 
We ſhould take care that our Devotion is founded 
on rational Principles. Otherwiſe it may prove, 
not like the Fire on the Altar, which was always 
burning, and never went out; but like the Flaſh of a 
Sky-rocket, which litters one Moment, and is 
extinguiſhed the next.—Suppoſe I ſhould ſay; All 
this Obedience was neceſſary in CHRIST, as a 
qualifying Condition for the Prieſtly Office; and in 


order to confer * on the Sacrifice of his 


Death. 

Aſp. This You are welcome to 2 But I hope, 
You will not, like a certain Acquaintance of ours, 
be determined never to unſay or retract, what You 
have once affirmed.—You will pleaſe to remember, 
That there was no need of any ſuch qualifying Con- 
dition : the Dignity of our LORD's Perſon, be- 

ing, of itſelf, ſufficient to render his Sacrifice in- 
finitely ſatisfactory, and infinitely meritorious. 

Hence it will appear, that, for every Thing ad- 
vanced upon this Subject, We have a ſolid Foun- 
dation, in Reaſon, as well as in Scripture, —Scrip- 
ture teaches Us, that the Man CHRIST FES US, 
was united to the ſecond Perſon of the eternal 
TRINIT Y.—Reaſon aſſures Us, that; by Vir- 
tue of this Union, He muſt have an unqueſtionable 
Right to. everlaſting Life and Glory. If ſo, He 
could be under no Neceflity of obeying, in order 
to procure either Honour or Happineſs for Himſelf. 
Therefore, all that He performed, in Conformity 

to the preceptive ] Part of the LW He performed 
5 | under 
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under che Character of a public Perſon : in the Place, 
and for the Benefit of his ſpiritual Seed. That they 
might be intereſted in it, and Juſtified by it. 

Ter. Be it ſo: the Believer is intereſted in 
en RI $ Ts Ri Shteouſneſs.—Pray, i is He intereſted 
in all, or only i in Part ?—lIf in all, then every Be- 
Bever is equally righteous, and equally to be re- 
Warded. Which is contrary to an allowed Maxim, 
That there will be different Allotments of Happi- 
neſs in the heavenly World.—If in Part only, how 
will You aſcertain the Degree.? What Proportion 
belongs to this Perſon, and what to the other ?— 
Either Way, your Scheme is inextricably em- 
| barrafſed... 
Ab. The Reply to my 7 8 Enqvity, is ealy; 
and the Embarraſſment He mentions, is but i imagi- 
nary. - — Every true Believer is intereſted in all 
CH RI S T's Righteouſneſs; in the whole Merit of 
his ſ potlefs Nature, of his perfect Obedience, and 
expiatory Death. I5 CHRIST divided? Said 
«Ka holy Perſon in his laſt Moments. No; T have 
< the —_— of his Righteouſneſs. All that e did, 
e all that He ſuffered for the Redemption of Sin- 
cc ners, is n 

Vou are a great 1 of Anatomy, Theron 
and Muſt hs Oe remember the very peculiar 
Structure of the gar. Other Parts of the Body are 
progrefhve, 1 in their Growth. . Their Bulk is pro- 
portioned to the infantile, or manly Age. But the 
Organs of Hearing, 1 have been informed, are pre- 
Go. of the ſame.S1ze, in the feeble Infant, and the 
Fü Adult. —Juſtifcation likewiſe, being ab- 
fol ute . necellary . to a State, of Acceptance with 
GOD, , in every Stage of the Chriſtian _ 

- an 


a 
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and even in the firſt Dawn of fincere Faith, com- 


plete. . With regard to the Exiſtence of the Privi- 
lege, there is no Difference * in the Babes, the 
young Men, the Fathers in CHRIST. The Per- 
arption, the Aſſurance, the comfortable Enjoyment of 
the Benefit, may increaſe. But the Benefit itſelf 


zs incapable of Augmentation. 


The various Advances in Sanctification, account 


for the various Degrees of future Glory. Not ac- 
eount for them only, but render them entirely rea- 


ſonable; and, according to our Apprehenſion of 

Things, unavoidable. Even as they ſeem perfectly 
agreeable, to the Repreſentations of the Goſpel +.— 

As to ſettling the Proportion, We may ſafely leave 

that to the Supreme ARBITRATOR. He, 

who metzth out the Heavens with a Span, and ſetteth 

a Compaſs upon the Face of the Deep, cannot be at a 

loſs to adjuſt this Particular. | 

. Ther. The Organs of Hearing, though not pre- 

ciſely, are very nearly, of the ſame Bulk, in the Babe 

and the Man. They acquire, from advancing 
- 373 de ctr pg ä 


To the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks one of our moſt-cele- 
brated Divines; as great an Adept in ſacred Literature, 
as Apes have produced. —** All are juſtified alike: the 
% Truth of Faith juſtifying, not W Juſtiſica- 
tion therefore is the fame in All that believe: though 
their Behef be in different Degrees. So, once in the 
** Wilderneſs, all gathered not Manna in the ſame Mea- 
s ſure; yet, when all came to meaſure, they had all 
% alike; none above an Omer, none under.” 
1 e LiIo RTTOOr, Vol. II. p. 1052. 
See Dar. xii. 3. 1 Cor. iii. 8. 2 Cor. ix. 6. Luke 
Xx. 12, 13, Sc. Where the Servant, that gained five 
Pounds, is made Ruler over five Cities; While another, 


who acquired double the Sum, is promoted to double 


Honour. 
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| Years, ſcarce any Thing more than an Increaſe of 


Solidity. So that I make no Objection to your II- 


laftration, but only to your Doctrine. 


If CHRIST has done all, and we are entitled 


a his whole Merits only by believing ; to be ſaved, 
muſt be the eg Thing in the World. Whereas, 
the Bible repreſents Chriſtianity, as a Race and a 


Warfare, a State of Conflict and a Courſe of Strive- 


ing. In good Truth, I ſpaſio, Y ou propheſy pleaſing 
Things. Divinity is not your Profeſſion; or elle, I 


ſhould number You among © the ſmooth, emollient, 


4 downy Doctors.“ For, according to the Articles 
of your Creed, there is no more Difficulty i in ae- 
quiring Heaven and Salvation, than in riſing from 
our Seat. 

Aſp. If We conſider che Enjoyment of Heaven, 


in a legal View; if We regard it, as an Acquijition 


to be made by Ourſelves; it will then be, I ſay 


not extremely difficult, but abſolutely impoſſible. 


Whereas, if We conſider it in the "Evangelical 
Light ; if We regard it, as the Gift of GOD; it 
is then attended with no other Difficulty, than that 


which conſiſts in believing the Report, and receiv- | 


ing the Grace of the Goſpel. — To believe, is cer- 
tainly a moſt eaſy Thing in itſelf; and would be 
equally eafy to Us, were not our. Minds darkened 


and enfeebled by the Corruption of Nature, aſſault- 


ed and embarraſſed by the Temptations of Satan *. 
On Account of theſe Impediments, We often find 
the Duty of Believing accompanied with Difficul- 


ties; with many and great Difficulties; ſuch as will 


e r # che Language of the Apoſtle, 


when 


® See vs Naher, « Goſpet- . 7 _ Wee, Edit, 
6. pag. 203, Cc. 


when 
runnin 


ſpair. 
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when He ſpeaks of Fighting the good Fight *, and 
running the Race + of Faith. 

A Sinner, ſeeking for Heaven and Salvation, I 
would not compare to an active Gentleman riſing 
from his Seat; but rather to a /hip-wrecked Mari- 
ner, labouring to gain ſome Place of. Safety.—He 
eſpies a large Rock, which rears its Head above the 
boiſterous Flood. To this He bears away, and to 
this He approaches: but, whirling Winds, and 
daſhing Waves, drive Him back to an unkeppy Diſ- 
tance. —Exerting all his Strength, He advances 


nearer till; and attempts to climb the deſirable 


Eminence. When, a ſweeping Surge interpoſes, 
and drenches Him in the rolling Deep.—By deter- 

mined Efforts, He recovers the Space He had loſt. 
Now, He faſtens on the Cliff, and has almoſt 
eſcaped the Dangef. But, there is ſuch a Numb- 


neſs in his Limbs, that He cannot maintain his 


Hold; and ſuch an impetuous Swell in the Ocean, 
that He i is once more diſlodged, and plunged afreſh 
into the raging Billews.— What can He do? His 
Life, his precious Life, is at ſtake. He mult re- 
new, ſtill renew, and never intermit his Endea- 
vours.— Neither let Him abandon Himſelf to De- 
ſpair. The MASTER ſees Him, amidſt all his 
fruitleſs Toil. Let Him cry earneſtly; LORD, 
ſave me! I periſh! And HE, who commandeth 
the Winds and the Waves, will put forth his be- 
neficent Hand; will reſcue Him from the devour- 
ing Sea; and ſet his Feet upon the Rock. Ena- 
bling bim to believe, to the Salvation of 1 his Soul. 
Such, my Friend, ſo painful, ſo aſſiduous, are fre- 
quently the Conflicts of an awakened Sinner; before 
A it 
21 Tim. vi. 12. + Heb. xii. 1, 2. 
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it is given, Him & to feſt, in peacetul "MM on 

the Rock of Ages, CHRIST JESUS. Of this 

You may; ſome Time or other, be aſſured, not ovly 
from my Lips, but from your o. Experience. 
Wer. What may happen in ſome future Period 
of Time, is beyond my Power to forefee. At pre- 
ſent, Lam apt to think, We muſt put a ſtop to the 
theological Lecture. Don't You remember our 
Engagement with Altinaus ?. And You will own, 
that Punctuality in performing our Promiſes, is at 
leaſt e Virtue, if it be not 3 


* Phil. i. 29. 
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2 SPASIQ” eG called Him to 1 

& don. He ſtaid in Town a few Days. 
But as ſoon, as Buſineſs was finiſhed, 
be quitted the City, and haſtened to his 
| Friend's Country- ſeat.— Upon his Arri- 
al 1, He bund fome agreeable Company, who came 
on purpoſe to ſpend an Evening with the Family. 
This Incident, gave a Reſpite from Controverſy, 
and prevented the immediate Proſecution of their 
Debate.— As the next Morning proved miſty, and 
unfit for walking abroad, Theron invited Aſpaſio to 
paſs an Hour in his Study. 

It was ſituate at the Extremity of a large Gal - 

5 which, while it conducted the Feet to a Re- 
poſitory of Learning, interpoſed between the Ear, 
and all the Diſturbance of domeſtic Affairs. So that 
You. are accommodated with every Thing, that may 
regale a ſtudious Mind; and incommoded with no- 
thing, that may interrupt a ſedate Attention. — 
Aſpaſin readily conſented to, the Propoſal but de- 
fired, firſt, to take a Turn in this beautiful Oblong, 
2 divert Himſelf with the Decorations of the 

lace. 
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"th. s very - ſhort N 1 is ane to 
er the Corrednels your Judgment, and the 


true Delicacy of your Taſte. —Here, are no imperti- 
aent and Fivobus Exhibitions, of romantic Tales, or 
poetic Stories. Here, are no indecent Pieces of Ima- 
gery, that tend to corrupt a chaſte, or inflame a 
wanton Fancy.— On the contrary, I am preſented 
- with a Collection of Maps, accurately drawn by the 
moſt able Hands ; and with ſeveral remarkable 
Tranſactions of Antiquity, moſt eloquently told in 
the Language of the Pencil.—You have happily hit 
that grand Point; which 1 the Gentleman of Refine- 
ment, as well as the Author of Genius, Thould ever 
keep in his View—The Union of the Bentficial with 
the Deli _—. 
Ter. Indeed, my Apaſſo, T hive often been a. 
appointed, ſometimes even ſhocked, in the Gardens, 
the Forticos, and the Walks of ſome modern Vir- 
taff. Their Pourtraits and Statues are little elſe, 
but an Aſſemblage of elaborate Trifles. Irin 
ſtretched upon the Wheel, or Phactun precipitated | 
from the Chariot. polls Aringing his Lyre, or 
Jupiter (I beg his ſupreme Highneſs's Pardon, for 
not giving Him the Precedence in my Catalogue) 
beſtriding his Eagle, and balancing his Bolts.— 
Pray, where is the Advantage of being introduced 
to this fabulbus Tribe of Gentry ? What noble Idea 
can they awaken, or what valuable Impreſſion leave 
upon the Mind? The beſt We can ſay of ſuch 
Performances, is, That they are Limning and 
K e thrown ay: „ 


* 4 * 


» Orme l Punctum, qui miſcuit Utile Dalai. Hos. 
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This celebrated Trumpery, One can bear with, 
however. But, when the Painting and Sculpture, 


inſtead of cultivating Virtue, and improving our 


Morals, are calculated to be the very Bane of both 
will You call this an elegant Entertainment? No: 
'tis a Nuiſance. * Tis a Peſt.—In the Szatues, I grant, 
every Dimple ſinks, and every Muſcle ſwells, with 
the exacteſt Propriety. The Countenance is ani- 
mated with Life, and the Limbs are ready to ſtart 
into Motion.— The Picture, I am ſenſible, is as 
highly finiſhed as the Effigy. The Diſtributions 
of Light and Shade moſt artfully adjuſted. The 
Diminutions of the Perſpective true to a Nicety. 
Nor can any Thing exceed the eaſy Flow of the 


Robe, unleſs it be the graceful Attitude, and almoft 


ſpeaking Aſpect, of the principal Figure, —But, is 
this mafterly Execution an Equivalent for the moſt 
malignant Effects? For ſullying the Purity of my 
Fancy, and poiſoning the Powers of my Imagina- 


tion ? 
Is it an Indication of the Owner s judicious Taſte, 


to prefer Regularity of Features in the hammered 


Block, before orderly and harmonious Affections in 
his own Breaſt? Does it beſpeak a refined Diſpoſition, 
or a benevolent Temper, to be fo extravagantly ena- 
moured with the Touches of a laſcivious Pencil; as 
to expoſe them in.the moſt frequented Paſſages, and 
obtrude them on every unwary Gueſt ?—Surely, this 
can create no very advantageous Opinion of a Gen- 
tleman's intellectual Diſcernment. Much leſs can it 


raiſe an amiable Idea of his moral Character * On 


| ſuch 
® Tin Pity, but the Advice of Cicero, (that great Maſ- 


ter of elegant Taſte, and polite Manners) was received 
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:fuch Occaſions, I am ftrongly tempted to ſuſpeQ, 


That real Honour is a Stranger, where common 


Decency “ is wanting. 


Ass for the Artiſt, One can hardly forbear execrat- 


ing his hateful Folly, who could profiitute ſuch fine 
Talents to ſuch infamous Purpoſes. Deteſted be the 
Chizzel! that teaches, though with inimitable Dex- 
terity, the cold obdurate Marble to enkindle diffolute 


Affections.—Abhorred be the Pencil! that makes 


no other Uſe of the. moſt lovely Colours, than to 
pollute the Canvaſs, and enſnare the Spectator. 
It is argued, I know, that many of thoſe Pieces 
are the completeſt Models extant.—An everlaſting 
Reproach this to the Art: but no Apology for the 


Performances. Since, the more nicely they are exe- 


cuted, the more miſchievous þ is their Influence. It 
1 26 rH 25 ſtrikes 


as a Standard of Regulation, by all our Connoifſeurs in 
the fine Arts. In primis provideat, ne Ornamenta Adium 
atque Hortorum Vitium aligudd indicent | ingfſe Moribus. 
E FO hab : 
A Gentleman, obſerving ſome groſs Indelicacies of 
this Kind, at the Seat of a Perſon of Diſtinction, very 
acutely (and, I believe, too. juſtly) faid; | 


Hs Paintings are the Gibbet of his Name. 


1 Lhope, it will not be thought improper I wiſh i 
was entirely needleſs; to animadvert upon a Practice, 
which is, not only a Reproach to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, 


but an Inſult upon zational Decorum. The Practice of 


expoſing to public View, and offering to public Sale, 
ſuch ſhameful Printf; as are fitted only to awaken li- 
centious Deſires, and cheriſh the moſt profligate Diſ⸗ 
poſitions. e 5 


 *Such- SpeRacles are? a Species of the ranleſt Poiſon. 
And gan the Poiſon be leſs pernicious. becauſe it 15 be, 

| i At the Eye, inſtead of paſſing through. the Lips? 
To 


als, 
d 
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ſtrikes the ſurer, and finks the deeper. It dreſſes 


Deſtruction gay, and paves with Beauty the Way 
to Ruin. 975 ie 


It is my chief Ambition, Aſpaſio, to have all my 


Decorations ſo circumſtanced, that the Beholder 


may learn ſome valuable Precept in Morality, or be 
reminded of ſome important Event in Hiſtory: may 
find, even in the Scenes of his Amuſement, ſome- 
thing to eſtabliſh his Virtue, or enlarge his Know- 
ledge., e | 

I frequently entertain my eldeſt Son, who is read- 
ing the Greek and Latin Hiſtorians, with an Expla- 
nation of my principal Drawings. That he may 
behold in Colouring, what He has peruſed in Nar- 
TREE YE WY | rative., 
and but remotely to deſtroy the Conſtitution ?—No Won- 
der, ſo many of our Youths are corrupted, and ſo many 
Robberies committed; while ſuch Scenes of pictured 
Lewdneſs are ſuffered to inflame them with Luft, and 
habituate them to Impudence. | 
Another very indecent Cuſtom has unaccountably ſtole 
its way, into ſeveral Performances of Genius and Ele- 
gance. The Cuſtom, I mean, of repreſenting the Muſes, 
the Graces, and other romantic e in the Form 
of beautiful Ladies, partly, if not entirely, naked. Tis 
true, here are no looſe Adventures; no immodeſt Geſ- 
tures; nay more, the Artiſt expreſſes his own, and con- 
fults &&r Modeſty, by preſenting us with a Poſition in 
Profile, by the Intervention of a Foliage, or the Lappet 
of a Robe. But let me aſk the ingenious Operator, If 
'He would chooſe to introduce his Wife'or his Daughter, 
in /uch a Manner; to public Company ?—ls He ſtartled 
at the Queſtion ? Is He ſhocked at the Thought! Then, 
let Him reflect, and let Others conſider, Whether that 
can be graceful or allowable in a Picture, which would 

brutal and unſufferable in common Life? 

Socrates (who, before his Application to Philoſophy, 
practiſed as a Statuary) could not but bluſh at this Abuſe 
Of his Art. And, being to form a Repreſentation of the 
Graces, He repreſented them properly habites. 
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rative.—At- this Inſtant, the Youth hoppened to 
make his, Appearance; paying his Reſpects to A, 
paſio, and dutifully ſaluting his Father. —lt juſt re- 
curs to my Memory, ſaid Theron, that ſome neceſ- 
ſary Affairs of the Family, require my Attendance 
for a few Minutes. Will You excuſe my Abſence, 
good Aſpaſio; and nt my Son to * my 
Place ?: ' + 
You will very much oblige me, by leaving me 
ſuch a Companion. Come, my dear Sir, addreſ- 
ſing Himſelf to Eugenio; as I know You are a Lover 
of Learning, what think You of diverting Ourſelves 
with theſe agreeable Books? Which give Us their 
inſtructive Leſſons, not in puzzling Languages, 
but in pleaſing: Colours. Eugenio ſpoke his Con- 
ſent, and. expreſſed his Modeſty in a becoming 
ny A paßt 9 | A mA 


4 2 This is a friking Picture Mute Hills piled 
on Hills form a moſt aſtoniſhing Proſpect. What 
horrible Magnificence reigns amidſt thoſe, Rocks and 
Snows! Nature ſeems to have deſigned. them for 
the Boundaries of the World. Yet thoſe daring 
Troops are attempting to burſt the prodigious Bar- 
rier. Who are they, n and whom ſhall ws 
call their Leader? 
Eug. This, Sir, is the fulnons Hannibal, being 


and encouraging his Army! in the Paſſage of the Als. | 


The Sons of Africa ſeem toſhiver with Cold, as they 
traverſe thoſe frozen Regions, and march among the 
Clouds. 75 


Ap. 'Tis the very ſame. Some, Vou obſerve, 


climb, with exceſſive Toil, the ſteep. and cragg) 
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fcend through dreadful Declivities of Ice; ex- 
poſed all the while, to the Arrows of the Moun- 


taineers.—Some, endeavouring to avoid the Showers 
of Steel, ſlip with their Feet, and tumble headlong 


_ down the vaſt projecting Promontories. See | from 


what a Height they are falling ! Carriages and their 
Drivers, the Horſe and his Rider! And at what a 
Diſtance ſtill, from the ſtony Abyſs below Some 
lie, with cloſed Eyelids, and ghaſtly Features, 
daſhed to death at the Bottom. Others, writhing 
with the Torture of mangled Limbs, and broken 
Bones, lift up an agonizing Look to their Com- 
tades.— Their Comrades, inſenſible of a Brother's 
Miſery, and wholly intent upon their own Security, 
hang in frightful Elevation on the very Edges of 


the Precipice. The Precipice ſeems to totter, as 


they cling; and the alarmed Spectator expects, 
every Moment, a hideous Downfal.—Are You not 
ſtartled at the View, Eugenio, and in pain for the 
hardy Adventurers ? > 

Eug. T am, Sir. And I wonder, how they will ex- 
tricate themſelves from theſe perilous Circumſtances. 
[ have read in Livy, that they cut their Way through 
the Rocks, after they had ſoftened them with Vinegar. 
But is this probable? Be the Fluid ever ſo correding, 
how could they procure a ſufficient Quantity of it, 
amidſt thoſe deſolate Mountains? 

Ag. I believe, their. Reſolution and their Perſeve- 
rance, were the Vinegar. Theſe open a Road through 
Rocks. Theſe, under the Conduct of Prudence, and 


the Favour of Heaven *, ſurmount all Obſtacles. 


Influenced 


Under the Fawour of Haven — J cannot but wiſh, 
that the Relator of Lord Anſen's Vo;age round the World, 


— P 
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Influenced by theſe, the Survivors preſs boldly on; 
and are determined to vanquiſh the Horrors of Na- 
eure, as a Prelude to their Victory over the Forces 
of Rame. Let theſe, Reſolution and Perſeverance 
I mean, be the Companions of my Eugento's youth- 


ful Studies, and they will enable Him alſo to con- 


quer Difficulties even all the Difficulties, which 
lie in his Way to Learning. : 


What 


had anticipated Aſpaſio's Remark. Had made ſome grate. 
ful Acknowledgments to an interpoſing PrRovipencs, 
In that maſculine, nervous, noble Narrative.—A Narra- 
tive of ſuch ſignal Deliverances, ſo critically timed, and 
ſo ſurpriſingly circumſtanced; as, in the Courſe of ox: 
Expedition, are ſcarcely to be paralleled. 


I am perſuaded, it would have been no Diſparagement | 


of the great Commander, and' his gallant Officers; to 
have it thankfully recognized, on ſome very unexpected, 
yet moſt advantageous Turn of Affairs, THis HATH 
GOD poxs !—Neither could it have detracted from 
the Merit of the brave Sailors, to have confeſſed, on many 
hazardous Emergencies ; That all their Reſolution, all 
their Addreſs, and the Exertion of their utmoſt Abilities, 
had been only 4% Labour, without the remarkable Co- 
operation of Divine Goodneſs.— And J am apprehenſive, 
that it muſt conſiderably diminiſh the Delight of many 
Readers, to obſerve the bleſſed AUT HOR: of all theſe 


Mercies, paſſed by . unnoticed, unacknowledged, and 


without any Share of the Praiſe, _ 4 
The Sarcaſm on Pope Adrian the Sixth, would, I fear, 
be too applicable on this Occafion. Being advanced to 
the Pontifical Chair, He built a College at Leouwarr ; 
and cauſed the following Account of his Riſe and Pre- 
ferments, to be inſcribed over the Gate; Trajefun Plan- 


tavit, Louvanium rigavit, Caſar Incrementum dedit. U- 


trecht planted ; Louvain watered ;- the Emperor gave the 
Increaſe. Under which, ſome impartiat Hand, to fe- 
buke the Ungodlineſs and Vanity of the Pontiff, added; 


Hic DEUS nihil fecit. In all this, G OD and his Pre- 


vidence had nothing te do ! 


we 
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What is our next Draught? At each End We 


have a Group of living Figures. All the interme- 


diate Space is an extenſive Tract of Land, diverſi- 
fied only by rapid Rivers, horrid Deſarts, and 
mountainous Ridges; with here and there a few ſa- 
vage Natives, in uncouth Dreſſes, and formidable 
Arms. It is more like a Map, than a Picture. And 
the moſt remarkable Beauty is, the aerial Perſpec- 
tive, Which puts a very agreeable Cheat upon our 
Eyes ; cauſing Us to behold, on an Ell of Canvaſs, 
the Space of many Hundreds of Miles. 

_ Eug. This repreſents The Retreat of the Ten Thou- 
ſand Greeks. Firſt We behold them in the Plains 


of Media; at an immenſe Diſtance from their na- 


tive Country; without Guides; without Proviſion ; 


and, what is the moſt deſperate Calamity of all, 
deprived: of their ableſt Officers by Treachery and 


Murder. Well may they look dejected. How have 
I pitied their Caſe, as J read their Story] Abhorred 


the Perfidy of their Enemies, and wiſhed them all 
Succeſs in their hazardous Enterprize 


Aſp. Don't you perceive, their drooping Spirits 
begin to revive, and ſome Gleam of Hope diffuſes 


itſelf through their Countenances, while they liſten 
to the eloquent* Aenophon? Who ſtands conſpicu- 
ous in the Midſt, haranguing his Soldiers, and 
rouſing their Courage. But, Ah! what a vaſt Ex- 


tent of unknown Climes muſt they traverſe, with a 


numerous and victorious Army, haraſſing them in 


Flank, or hanging upon their Rear! What Fatigues 
muſt they ſuſtain, what Hardſhips endure, before 
they arrive at their wiſhed-for Home | — Home / 
Fired by the enchanting Name, and animated by 
their braye ee Leader, they reſolve to puſn 

4 their 
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their Way through all the Extremes of Peril and of 
Pain. To ſcatter,” with their little Band, the in- 
eircling Millions of Barbarians, is the ſmalleſt of 


their Achievements. They croſs Rivers, they ſcale 


Nocks, whoſe ſlippery Banks, and craggy Sum- 
: mits, are lined with oppoſing Nations. They wade 
through Deſarts of Snow; and paſs over inhoſpit- 
able Mountains, the far more dreaded Abodes of 
- Deſolation, Drought, and Famine, They encounter 


the Keenneſs of the northern Storm, and all the 
Rigour of the moſt malignant Seaſons. —As ſome 
of theſe Articles are incapable of being expreſſed by 


the Pencil, the Artiſt remits Us to the Hiſtorian; 


and has contented Himſelf, 'with marking out the 


- moſt diſtinguiſhed Stages of this memorable Expe- 
dition. Only We view the courageous Itinerants, 
once again, on a pretty lofty Eminence. There 
they appear, not with their former Dejection, but 


in all the Tranſ ports of Joy. 


Eig. This, Sir, is the Mountain Tecqua. From 


whence they had the firſt View of the Sea, and the 
firſt Dawn of Safety. There they embrace one 


another, and extol their Commanders, eſpecially 
the noble Aenophon. Whoſe Hiſtory, filled with 


great Exploits and extraordinary Events, turns my 
'Faſk into a Pleaſure; and his manly yet benign 
Aſpect, ſtrangely attracts my Eſteem. Methinks, 


under ſuch a General, I could have been willing to 
take my Share, in all the Toil, and all the Hazards 


of the Expedition. 
Aſp. Would my Eugenio? Then 1 will liſt Him 


under a Captain, unſpeakably more accompliſhed 


and beneficent. Young as You are, You ſhall, : 
from this Hour, commence a Soldier and a Traveler. 
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A Soldier, to fight againſt Sin, and every Tempta- 
tion. A Traveler, to paſs through the Wilderneſs 


of this World, unto the Land of everlaſting Reſt, — 


Though your Enemies may be numerous, and your 
Journey tedious, . yet faint not, neither be diſcou- 


raged. The LORD of Heaven is your Protector 


and Guide; Heaven itſelf ſhall be your exceeding 
great Reward. When You arrive at thoſe happy 
Abodes, your Delight will infinitely ſurpaſs, all that 


the Grecians felt on Tecqua; when their raviſhed Eyes 


beheld, and their Tongues with Extaſy ſhouted, 


The Sea! The Sea! 


The Scene of yonder Picture, I would venture 
to affirm, lies among the antient Ferws. 


 Eug. How can You tell this, Sir, at ſuch a 
Diftance ?., . 7 

Aßp. By the Fringes in the Borders of their Gar- 
ments, aud on each Fringe a Ribband of Blue *,— 
GOD Almighty commanded all the Fews, to ob- 


ſerve | 


One would wonder, how the Jeæus can ſo tenaciouſſy 
adhere to their Law, and yet ſo apparently negle& its Pre- 
cepts. Where are the Sons of Abraham, who obſerve 
this expreſs and poſitive Command of JEHOVAH ? 
Though this indeed night be obeyed, yet many of the 
Meſaical Injunctions are rendered, and by nothing leſs 
than the Diſpenſations of Providence, abſolutely imprac- 
tcable. Is not this therefore a moſt inconteſtable Proof 
a Proof, not invented by the Arts of Sophiſtry, but writ- 
ten by the Finger of the ALMIGHTY himſelf that 
the Iegal Ordinances are aboliſhed, in order to make way 
for a better Diſpenſation ? When the Avenues are become 
macceffible, the Houſe untenantable, and the principal 
Apartments irreparably decayed ; is not this the moſt co- 
gent Admonition to the Inhabitants, that they betake 


themſelves to ſome new and more commodious Refi- 
dence ? dee Numb. xv. 38. | 
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ſerve this Peculiarity in their Habit. That, their 
very Clothes, being different from the Apparel of 
their Heathen Neighbours, might admoniſh both the 
Wearers and the Beholders, not to be conformed 
to idolatrous Worſhip, and licentious Manners,— 
This, as well as every other divine Command, our 
LORD NEU CHRIST moſt exactly obeyed, 
Therefore, We are told by the evangelical Hiſto- 
rian, That the diſeaſed Woman, who. touched but 
the Hem of his Garment, was reſtored to Health, Hun 
it is, in our Engliſb Bibles... But, if You conſult 
that moſt excellent of all Books, the Greek. Teſta- 
ment; Vou will find, that the original Word 
might more properly be rendered Fringe *.—How- 
ever, let Us paſs from the Drapery to the Deſign. 
Eꝛug. Here, we ſee David in one of the moſt threat- 
ening Exigencies of his whole Life. Saul, more like 
a Blood-hound than a King, purſues the beſt of 
Sons, and the moſt valuable of Subjects. He has 
extended the Wings of his very ſuperior Army, in 
order to ſurround + the in N esd. and * Hand- 
ful of Aſſociates. BS gh 90 N. 


of 32 : ; I C3 | Matt. ix. 20. e onal 

+ To this, or ſome ſuch Incident, may be . 2 
| Paſſage of the P/alms,*which, in our Tranſlation, is very 
obſcure; has ſcarce any Senſe, or, if any, a very unjuſti- 
ſtable one. - Wherefare ſhould I fear in the Days of Evil, 
hin the Wickedne/s of my Heels compaſſeth me round about * 
Pſalm xlix. 5.—Wherefore?' The Reaſon is very apparent. 
When Wickedneſs cleaves to a Perſon's Heels, or habi- 
tually attends his Goings, it raiſes an Army of 3 
It unſheaths the Sword of divine Vengeance, and levels 
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App. This is the moſt animated, and, I think, the 


moſt maſterly Performance, that has hitherto. come 
under our Notice. Conſternation and Doubt agi- 
tate their Looks. Shall they ſurrender themſelves, 
as fo many tame Victims, to a Tyrant's Fury? Or, 
ſhall they cut their Way to Safety, through the 
Hearts of Countrymen, Friends, and Brothers? 
Dreadful Dilemma While they are debating, the 
purſuers are eloſing upon them. A few, a few 
Minutes more, muſt decide their Fate. 


I have ſometimes wondered, that the good 


ai gracious GOD, ſhould ſuffer his choſen Ser- 


ant, to be brought into ſuch imminent Peril. Eſ- 
pecially, as infinite Wiſdom, and wy Power, | 


could ſo eaſily have prevented it. | 

"Aſp. So then it is a Cuſtom with om, to N der 
what Yow read. You endeavour to diſcern the Pro- 
og of en and enter into its Deſign. In 


5 this 


Tranſiation the Words will bear; a tulle! Senſe the 
Connection demands.  Fherefore ſhould [ fear, when Wick- 
edneſs compaſſeth me about at my Heels? This is a fine ſpi- 
rited Interrogation. 'This implies a great and edifying 
Truth. From this alſo the Verſe appears, not only with 
Propriety, but with Beauty. M ben Wickedneſs, or the ma- 
licious Attempts of wicked Men—compaſs me about, ſur- 
round me, threaten me on every Side nay, when they 


are at my very Heels, juſt upon the Point to ſeize, over- 


whelm, and cruſh me; fo that the Danger ſeems both in- 


evitable and imminent. Vet even then, having GO D's 


almighty Power and inviolable Faithfulneſs for my Pro- 
tection, wherefore ſhould J be 'alarmed? Alarmed! No; 
confidimp in fach a Safeguard, Iwill bid Defiance to my 
Enemies; and bid Adieu to my Fears. 
According to this Interpretation, either the Prefix 2, 
or 2 Prepoſition y, is, before the Word »5py, to be 
en See 1/az. xviii. 3. Where both theſe Par- 


a omitted in the Original, are n in our 


Tranſlation. 
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this I cannot but commend you ;.. becauſe, in this 
you follow the moſt illuſtrious Example. Vou imi- 
tate the bleſſed FESUS.:; Who, about your Time 
of Life, was found among the Doctors; both hearing 
them, with diligent Attention, while they expounded 
the Scripture; and, when the Point was not fully 
illuſtrated, aſeing them Quęſtions & for his farther 
Information.— Goon, Sir, to examine what You 
peruſe; to enquire, where you do not underſtand; 
and, if you think proper to make me your Caſuiſt, 
when any Difficulty occurs, you will do me an Ho- 
nur, and give me a Pleaſure. 5 

As to the Caſe before Us—-G OD. almighty may 
ſuffer. his choſen Servants to be brought into the 
moſt imminent Peril, for theſe, among other, Rea- 
| ſons. That the Bleſſing of Deliverance may be 
doubly welcome, and the Power of delivering more 
Dri it eee ſignally 
Lutte ii. 46. CHRIST diſputing with the Doctors, 
is a very common Expreſſion. People have been con- 


firmed in this Notion, by ſome injudicious Pictures. - 


But this is, certainly, a Miſrepreſentation of the Fact; 
and, I think, an Injury to our LORD's Character. 
Miſßrepreſentation of the Fact — For We have not 2 
Word ſaid by the Evangeliſts, concerning any ſuch 
Thing as Diſputation. Neither are We told, that JE- 
SUS was in the Profeſſor's Chair, but in the Place of a 
Learner ; or, in the Miaſt of the Jeauiſb Teachers. Who 
fat on Benches, ranged in a ſemicircular Figure, and 
raifed above their Hearers. For which Reaſon, their 
Hearers or Scholars are ſaid, to be in the Midſt of them, 
or to fit at their Feet. Acts xxii. 3. ge 


A Injury io our LORD's Character He was, in his 
tender, as well as in his riper Age, a Pattern for Mankind. 


He practiſed, in each Period of Life, what was becoming 
and amiable, in that particular State. Now, as Modeſty, 


and a teachable Temper, are eſſential ts the Decorum of 


a youthful Conduct; theſe, we may be aſſured, were the 
diftinguiſhing Characteriſtics of his early Years ; were the 
inſeparable Concomitants of the holy Child YE SUS: 
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ſignally conſpicuous —It i is, 1 acknowledge, a Maxim 
with Men, to cruſh the Cockatrice in the Egg. 

Becauſe, when grown into a Serpent, it may not 
be eaſy, perhaps not be petite, to deſtroy or con- 
troul the venomous Beaſt, But the omnipotent 
RULER often takes the contrary Method. He 
permits Danger to arrive at the very Height. Mat- 
ters are reduced even to a hopeleſs Extremity. Then 
He makes bare his holy Arm. Then He ſends Help 
from his Sanctuary. To let all Men ſee; That 
Salvation; both temporal and eternal, is of the 
LORD; That no Caſe is irremediable, and no- 
thing impoſſible with GOD. 8 

The Ruin of theſe People ſeems indeed to be in- 
evitable.— But who is the Perſon that 8 
juſt at this critical Juncture: 

Eug. It is a Meſſenger from the principal Inhabi- 
 tants of Fudea. He comes breathleſs and trembling. 
Amazement in his Face, and Duſt upon his Head. 
« An Invaſion !“ He cries — “ An Invaſion | — 
“The Philiſtines have poured themſelves upon our 
Frontiers The Phil; Nines a are over- running the 

( Land * * 7 

Asp. Upon the Receipt of this News, See! what 
Vexation reddens in the diſappointed Monarch's 
Aſpect! What Anger lightens in his Eye! At the 
fame Time, what pale Reflections on his Country's 
Danger, mingle themſelves with the fiery Paſſions, 
and almoſt quench the Flame inkindling in his 
Cheeks. —Shall the Vulture relinquiſh his Prey, 
eren when it lies fluttering under his Talons? Gall- 

ing 

This Woe 1 is related, 1 Sam. xxiii. 25, &c. And 


it is one of the moſt extraordinary Inſtances of a divine 


Interpoſition, at the very Criſis of Need, chat any Hiſ⸗- ; 
* has recorded. 
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ing Thought! But his Kingdom is at Rake, If 
He does not immediately advance to repel the Ene- 
my, his All, his All is loſt. Burning therefore 
with Indignation, yet chilled with Fear, He turns, 
haſty though reluctant, away. Are Vou not 
charmed, Eugenio; with this Diſplay of 'tumultuu 
and contrary Paſfions?' Which afford the fineſt Sub- 
ject for hiſtoric Painting, as ate” fo —_— ex- 
preſſed in this Piece. - 

Zug. Indeed, Sir, I am Packed, heat char. 
ed; The very Looks of that revengeful Monarch 
fill me with Horror. What muſt He ſuffer in his 
Mind, who diſcovers ſuch Rage and Anguiſn in bis 
Features ! I would not have his furious N for 
all his royal Power. 

Aſp. Then, my dear Eugenio, Leu muſt endea- 
vour to ſuppreſs every Emotion of Envy and Male- 
volence. You muſt cherifh a cordial Good-will to 
all Men; and learn to rejoice in their Excellencies 

and Happineſs, as well as in your own. ' Envy is the 
Worm that gnaws, Envy is the Pury that embroils, 
his wretched Heart. And an Author, with whom 
To will ere long be acquainted, has aſſured Us; 


Invidid Siculi non in e ere 7 

"The next is a a Kind of b Webs piece. Stars are in 

the Sky, and the new Moon rides on the Skirts of 
the Hemiſphere. Which affords juſt Light enough 
to Aiſtioguiſh Objects.— This i is perfect Contraſt 
to the foregoing. We ſee no Conflict of jarring 
Paſſions; no fierce Geſture, or mad Demeanour. 
But the principal Perſon appears ſedate and, compuſed, 
as the Night that ſurrounds Him, He ſtands on 


the Bank of a tt thong _ attentive ; 25 
+... .. though 
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If though- he was. kd or beer e ſome im- 
le- portant Project. 

re Euge This is Cyrus be 8 He flands! upon 
ns, the, Banks of the Euphrates; not. far from Babylon. 
10t He points with his Sceptre, and is giving Directions 
ous to his Army. The Directions are, to paſs through 
ib- me Channel of the River (which is drained ® of its 
ex- Water) in order to ſurpriſe the City. 1 4 

Aſp. This is a Prince of very ſuperior Dignity, 

m- The honoured; Inſtrument of accompliſhing ] E- 
+ HOVAH's Counſels. He was foretold by the 
"4.4 Prophet Iſaiab, He was even mentioned by Name+, 
his more than two hundred Years before his Birth. Let 
for Us wiſh Him , Proſperity. For He goes to humble 

the Pride of Babylon, and releaſe the Captivity of 
Je Ifrael.—See | The Euphrates, turned aſide into the 
Lies Drains, diſcovers its immenſe Bed. With what 
11 to regular Movements, and what calm Alacrity, the 


\cies W Troops advance. Silence ſeems: to eſcort them; 
s the while, under Covert of the Shades, and with Pro- 
oils, vidence at their Head, they march along a Road, 
hom "er ere en, by the Foot of: A 4.—The 


Us; 75 un | - Sol- 


af 7 Trot FA 1 1 Neven Thi. xliv. 27. + Ifai. 
liv, Ie xlv. 1. 

not the Prophet (1/a. xli. 2, 3.) allude to this 

kr March, when, foretelling the Victories of 

rts of MW Ou, He ſays? Who raiſed Him up from the Eaſt, called 

Him to his Foot, gave the Nations before Him, and made 

Him rule oe. Ki ings? He "purſued them, and paſſed Nd ſafely, 

WI 85 Y5399 TR by ibe Way, fays our Tranflation, 


arring that He had not gone with: his Fett. But this reads fat, 
our. and appears inexpreſſive. Nil fonat magn um aut memorabile. 

4 Might not the Sentence be „ He paſſed ſafely, 
paſed, 9 W, 

a 0 which 10 Man had ever gone with his Feet. 
ds on 12 ö 
| —— —i = Nallius ante 

. 2 Fun.. 
hough 


is was real Fact; and this is truly wonderful, 


* 
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urifon, have abandoned their Sta- 


256 
Soldiers of the G 


tion on the Wall; to join in the diſſolute Indulgence 


of chis fatal Night. The Inhabitants, 4ike-many 
heedtefs Sinner, are lulled in Indolence, and dream- 
ing of Pleaſures, even on the very Brink of Ruin. 
"Bug. Why are thoſe brazen Gates, which lead to 
the River, placed-in ſuch a diſtinguiſhed Point of 
View? They ſtrike my Eye more, I think, than al 

the Monuments of Art and Grandeur, which adorn 
that ſuperb City. And let me farther aſk; Whether 
the Painter has not offended againſt Probability, in 
ſuffering them to ſtand wide open? On the Approach 
of ſo formidable an Adverſary, I ſhould expect to 
have found them ſhut with all poſſible Security, 
© fp. In this Particular, the Painter has ſhewed 
his Judgment, and not forgotten his Piety. GOD 
had devoted that haughty and oppreſſive Metropo- 
lis to Deſtruction. You will perceive, . from this 
Cireumſtance, how wonderfully. He over-rulis all 
Events, for the Accompliſhment of his ſacred Pur- 
poſes. . Had thoſe ponderous'Gates been ſhut “, the 
e 4 : 1 wt pc «559 aa Ot: 4 City 
dee this very momentous, though ſeemingly incon- 
fiderable Circumſtance, finely illuſtrated by Mr. Nell, 
and compared with a remarkable Prophecy in 1/arah. 
Aztient' Hit. Vol. II. p. 144, 153-—A Work, in which 
the moſt enterraining and inſtructive Events of Antiquity, 
are EY digeſted ; elegantly related; and firipped 
of thoſe minuter Incidents, which make the Story move 
flow, and are apt to fatigue the Attention. Conciſe, but 
judicious Obſervations are interſperſed. Which ma) 
dearch young Minds, to form a right Judgment of Things! 
and nat be milled, by the Plau/v:/ity of popular Nowons, 
or the Parizalizy. of prejudiced. Hiſtorians, —Many 19 
425 — 


diſtinguiſhed Fredictions of Sctipture, are explained 2 


« 4 1414471 : *% = 


confirmed by correſpondent Facts, from, the moſt authen- 
tic Memoirs of claſſical Literature. Indeed. a pet etual 
Regard to the Elucidation and Honour of the /acre ore 

5 ES On yy Cty 


City b 


terpri: 
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City had continued impregnable, and the whole En- 
terprize been defeated. But, throu gh ſome acciden- 
tal F orgetfulneſs, occaſioned by the Diſorders of this 


riotous Solemnity, or rather by a very ſignal Inter po- 


ſtion of divine Vengeance, they are left open *, 


and afford an eaſy Entrance to Slaughter and Death. 
Which ruſh upon the unhappy Creatures, all ſunk 
in Sleep, or overcharged with Wine; as a concealed 
dnzre, in ſome dreadful unexpected Moment, ſprings 
up and ĩnextricably entangles the unwary Bird 1. 
Was I to inſeribe this Picture with a Motto, I would 
chooſe the Apoſtle's Ae 3 BE SOBER ; Bx 
— T. 05 

| Who i is s this, with his Length of Hair t few ing 
Mop his > Shoulders 3 with ſuch . of Per- 


ſonage, 


a Tabs iro and ennobles whe whole Piirformanee: 
Which Method, if not ſtrictly conformable to the Rules 
of Hiſtorical Compoſition, is a Tranſgreſſion of them 
5 to their Advantage. It may be ſaid to reſemble 
ollen Branch, celebrated by Virgil, and plucked by 
ero. Whoſe Growth, though a Departure from the 


al Lays of Vegetation, was far from depreciating the 


Value of the Tre. 
Ladmire the Whole, but cannot enough admire the 
Cencl * It is peculiarly pertinent, and inimitably 
Has a Dignity, an Elevation, a Majeſty, which, 


hat like the 99 —.— deſcribed, are quite un- 


wa. and little leſs, than ſtupendous. 8 


- Taviody agſope®-, xv d emeſoue xopwyny. 
C The Gates ſhall not be put. Iſai. xlv. 1. 

"+ How exactly does this Cataſtrophe agree with the 
Prophecy ! I have laid a Snare for Thee, and Thou art alſo 

rg] 00 e and Thou wwaſt not awvare. Jer. i. 24. 
believe, it was not cuſtomary with the Romans, 
85 their Warriors, to have long flowing Hair. 
aq 62] wight fem an Offence! againſt. what the 
8 Italians 
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ſonage, ſuch ee of Mien, and nobls 
Plainneſs of Ha * 

Eig. This is. my, favourite Piece. Aiy Father 
ſometimes thews me the Heads of the Philoſophers 
But there is ſomething . ſo gloomy and ſevere, in 
Drogenes and Epicietus, that could never much ad- 


mire them. — But this, Sir, is Scipio ; ; the Thunder- 


bolt of War, as V; rgil « calls Him, £ Here i is ſomething 
ſo ſprightly and engaging, as well as grand and ma- 
Jeſtic, that I am never weary of looking on Him. 

Aſo. He appears with a Lady of diſtinguiſtel 
Beauty in his Hand. 5 

Zug. This is the captive Princeſs; 3 wha had been 
taken in War ; who was ſet apart for the General's 
Prize ; but whom, he is now reſtoring! to her Ake 
Huſband. We, 
As. You are * . has juſt led in 
his lovely Captive, attended by her Huſband and Pa- 
rents, amidſt a full Aſſembly of Romans and Celtibe- 
rians; the Victors and the Vanquiſhed; His modeſt 
Eyes, You obſerve, are rather turned from, than 
gazing upon, the blooming Virgin. Cannot Vou 
ſuppoſe, how the Spectators mult be affected, upon 
the Opening of this extraordinary Scene? Every 
One beholds, the Hero with Admiration, the Lady 
with Delight. . Eyery. Boſom is big with Expecta- 
tion, or in pain for the Event... After a ſhort. Pauſe, 
He e n to the hogs. in ons: 1 we 


| Babes, call 0 0 | 11 1 iche Nee ae by 
the Authority of Li. Who, in his deſcriptive Picture 


of 2 gives Us the following Touches 3 Spreits ws | 


ampla ac magnifica. Pretergyam quod Juapes Natur 


Majeftas pu ador nab at promiſſa Czfaries, Hub abituſqut 


pri, num cult as Mundi 1¹ wer? ar militart .. 
8 * ib. XXVII. c. 350 
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Effect I am no Stranger to your Intereſt in this 
« fine Woman. The Fortune of War has put her 
te entirely. into my Power. The Circumſtances of 
«© my ' Youth cannot render me inſenſible to-lo « en- 
« gaging a Perſon. But with Us Romans, Honour 
* and ide have a more Fe Ea 


* I f : 


ww Rome. incor this He delivers Her 0 as the Ac 
tion is here repreſented) to the enamoured Prince. 
See! how the Crouds, that cluſter and hang a- 
round, are ſtruck with the beneficent Deed In 
the Celtiberiaus, We behold a Mixture of Veneration 
and Surpriſe. Their Looks are full of Meaning. 
Methinks they are going to cry out; Excellent Man! 
In the Romans, We diſcern a W Superiority, 
and Exultation of Mind. Triumph is in their Fea- 
tures. "They ſay, or ſeem to ſay; This wondrous 
Man is ours /—In the Lady, We admire the accom- 
than Bl pliſhed and modeſt Fair; uniting all the Dignity of 
You WF ter Birth with all the Delicacy of her Sex. What 
pon bft Confuſion, and what tender Joy, appear in her 
very Countenance! She is Toft in Wonder, and at a loſs 
Lady for Words. She ſpeaks the Acknowledgmients of 
her Heart, by the ſilent Elequence of a Tear; 
which ſteals down her glowing, Cheek, to bedew 
the kind Hand, that has protected . I CENCE, 


5 and is reſigning her to her Lord. Her Lord is un | 
ed by ber an apparent, and a graceful Struggle, of Love 
icture Wl ind Gratitude. He dotes upon his charming Prin- 
* deſd, and He almoſt adores his generous Benefactor. 
. 75 We' can hardly tell, whether He is going to claſp 
1 K ae in dis Arms, or throw himſelf at the 
c. 35! ld. BA. . 
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| Feet of, the latter.— The aged Parents, expreſs their 
Tranſport i in a different Manner. Their Knees are 


bent to the Earth; their Eyes are lifted, up to Hea- 


ven; they implore, for their honoured Guardian, 


ry Bleſſing which the Gods can beſtow.— Schi 
| Himſelf diſplays all the Magnanimity of the Con- 


queror, tempered. with the Sedateneſs of the Philo- 


ſopher; and ſoftened with the Gentleneſs of the 


Friend. He gives Happineſs, but He e enjoys greater, 


His Eyes ſparkle with a ſublime Delight; and He, 
ſeems to anticipate the. Applauſe, which thi truly 
heroic Act will ain, in all Countries and in all 
Ages. 


he had won, in the Field of Battle? And a noble 
Triumph, than any that could be voted Him, by 
the applauding Senate? Amiable Scipio! Might [ 
be a Roman, I would be no other than Scipio. 


a Aſp. I wiſh You, my dear Sir, the Temperance 


and Generoſity of Scipio. May You exerciſe them 
both ; but from a better Motive than his. He, I 
fear, was too much ſwayed by a Spirit of Ambition; 
which You muſt, not cheriſh, but endeavour to ſup- 
preſs —A Spirit of Ambition, which pants after Diſ- 
tinction, and thirſts for Applauſe, is diametrically 
_ oppoſite to the Genius of the Goſpel *,—[t i is 2 
Leſſon, which muſt infallibly be unlearned, if ever 
We become Poſſeſſors of Faith, or Partakers of 
CHRIST +4.—lt is a Root of Bitterneſs, which 
naturally produces Envy t ; that. moſt odious, and 
(as Vou have juſt now ſeen) moſt ſelf- tormenting of 
all 8 is a Habit of Mind, which 21 

J 


1 v. 44 


6825 3 


Gal. v. 26. . vii. 1. 
1 Gal. v. 26. 5 


Eug. Is not this a greater Victory, than 3 any that | 
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nlly renders Men Ipcendiaries i in the Church, and 

Diſturbers of its Tranquility * Alt is therefore more 

like an inchanted Potion which inehtistes than a 
genuine Cordial which animates. 

Fug. From what Motive then would Vou encou- 
rage. me, to be diligent i in the Purſuit of Learning, 
and in, the Cultivation of every Virtue ? ; 

"Ap. P. Not, that Vou may acquire the poor, con- 
temptible, periſhing Honour, which cometh from 
Men—but, that You may pleaſe GOD, your Al- 
mighty C R EAT O K. — that You may glorify 
CHRIST, your infinitely condeſcending R E-- 
DEEMER — and may be qualified to promote 
the beft Taterefts of your Fellow-creatures — even 
their preſent Holineſs, and their eternal Happineſs. 

Theſe are the grand and endearing Encourage- 
ments, which our holy Religion propoſes. Theſe 
will operate, I am bold to aver, with a much ſweeter 
and a far more ſovereign Efficacy, than all the glit- 
tering, Enticements which Ambition can deviſe; or 
al the deluſory Attractives, which Emulation, the 
liſter Syren, can ſuggeſt. And, what is above 
erery other Conſideration weighty, theſe Motives 
vill be! more likely, or rather theſe will be very cer- 
tain, to receive the divine Blefling. | 

You told me, You was never weary of contem- 
Plating Scipia. For which Reaſon, I promiſe Myſelf, 
You will not be fatigued or diſpleaſed, though I have 
ſo long confined your Attention to this Pourtrait.— 
But have We no Hero of Britain, fit to join this 


Were Triunivirate from Rome, Perſia, and 
„ 


Eug. 


S 3 
2M 3 John 9, 10. 
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Eug. 'The very next We meet, is one of our Eig. 
th Kings. ut 1 cannot bay, chat 1 remember ei- 
ther his * or his Story. 133 
= Aſp. H ow, my young Geilaman! 1 Do You read 
the Annals of ather Nations, and not Nara Your- 
ſelf with the Affairs of your own Country! If I was 
in your Place, I would apply myſelf to the claſſical 
Writers b way of Study, and to ſome valuable 
En gh eren by way of Amuſement. Such an 
| muſement i is infinitely preferable to "Novels or Ro- 
mances; ; and will not only relax your Attention 
but enrich your e 

Eug. T thank You, good Sir, for your Admoni- 
tion. If You pleaſe, I will now begin the Study, 
You recommend. Your Explanation, of theſe Draw- 
ings, ſhall be the Rudiments of my. Knowledge. 
And I ſhall think it a ; Happineſs, t to receive my! firſt 
Inſtructions, from ſo able a Maſter, 

Aſp. Iti 18 Honour enough for me, Eugenio, to hare 
given You the Hint. I pretend to nothing more, 
than to point out your Game, or to ſpring the Co- 
vey. You ſhall be taught, by a more expert. Pro- 


ficient, to make it your own. |, Yet, though Others. 


| may direct You with greater Skill, None will re- 
joice in your ſucceſsful Purſuit, more ee than 
myſelf. ; | 

This is our renowned Henry 55 Fifth; 2s He 
appeared after the Victory of Aincourt. ou ſee 
the gallant Conqueror clad in Steel, and recent from 
the Slaughter of the inſulting n He ſeems to 
breathe an heroic Ardour, ;whieh; is irradiated aud 
exalted by a lively Devotion. If Courage can be ex- 


preſſed by the Pencil, this 1 is the. genuine | Likeneſs: | 


keen, 1 et compoſed; graſping ag: Sword, Jet: 'ook- 


ing 


with. 
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to Heaven He that, a little while ago, 


dove the Battle, like a Whirlwind *, on the Le- 
glons of France; now, bends a ſuppliant Knee, and 
offers the euchariſtic Hymn, to the LORD GOD 
of Hoſts. | 'No turbulent or diſorderly Joy riots 
among the Soldiery. They expreſs not the Tri- 
umph of their Hearts, in frantic Exultations, or 
drunken Revels; 3 but in Acts of Thankſgiving to 


JEHOVAH. In an Attitude, which ſpeaks the 


derout Acknowledgment of the Prophet, Thon art 
ur Battle- Ax and Weapons of War +; or the grate- 
ful Declaration of the Pſalmiſt, Not unto Us, O 
LOR D, not unto Us, but unto THY Name be the 
Ghry Wu i 

This 10 Inſtance informs my . That 


Prayer and Praiſe are an honourable Employ—have 


been practiſed by Perſons of the moſt admired En- 
dowments—are the ſureſt Method of obtaining Suc- 
afs, i in' whatever uſineſs We undertake; and of 


enjoying Proſperity, in whatever Circumſtances We 
are Pen. 


The next Piece le different from all the preceding, 
In choſe, Armies with their Enſigns floating to the 
Winds, Ships of War riding at Anchor, battering 
Engines and Inſtruments of Death, form the Per- 
ſpective. In this, We have, all around, a lovely 
rural Landſcape; expteſſive of Peace, nd enriched 
with Plenty. Corn and Cattle in the Valleys; ; 
fruitful Vineyards on the Hills ; and beautiful Gar- 
dens NN che Houſes. But who is that 

A 84 8 graceful 

0 For this bold and beautiful mage, We are obliged 


to the Prophet. VD *. T hey came out as a M hir 1 


Wind to ſcatter me. Habak. iii. 14. 
„ Jex. Ii. 20. 1 Pal. CXV. 1. 


— wü I — 
. 
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graceful and aug Perſonage, ſeated: _ A. ee 

of Ivory and Gold?  _ „ Winn 
Eug. This is Salomon, We be Aen. 1 

te Queen of Sela. A large Train of her Atten- 


dants throng the Avenues of the Palace. Some 
leading foreign Animals: Some, bearing Vaſes and 


Caſkets: All, arrayed in ſtrange Apparel. The 
Hraelites wonder at their outlandiſh Viſitants, their 
coſtly Preſents, and peculiar Habits. Their Viſi- 
tants are as much ſurpriſed at the Walls, the Tow- 
ers, and eſpecially the Temple of Jeruſalem. But 
Vou, Sir, I apprehend, are moſt pleaſed with oy 
venerable Perſon, who fills: the Throne 
App. Indeed I am, and ſo is his royal Gueſt;— 
You obſerve, in her Robe, her Retinue, her De- 
portment, an unpoliſhed Kind of Grandeur. But 


all in Solaman is ſo ſplendid, and at the ſame: Time 


ſo elegant; diſplays, ſuch a Delicacy of Taſte, and 
ſuch a Magnificence of Spirit; that the Sabæan 
Princeſs is perfectly in Raptures. See! How She 
ſtands fixed and gazing with ſpeechleſs Admira- 
tion *; like One loſt in Aſtoniſhment, and tranſ- 
Psd with Delight! Her Locks ſpeak, what, 
when She recovers the Power of Utterance, her 


Tongue expreſſes; IN das a true Neport, bat I beard 
in my oꝛon Land, ef thy. Acts, and ef thy Wiſdom. 
| Howbeit, T believed not the Wards, until I came, and 
mine r e 0 ere and behold! the 1 25 Was 5 70 
N C3908 263 ib Hl 


1 ** . a * : - 1 . 
* : * > A 
* * : } * 
* * # +4 24 * > * #+ 
, 


iS This, 1 8 18 s the Manis gof . . | 
ably ſtrong. Expreſſion, . uſed by the ſacred. Hiftorian 3 


here was.no more Spirit in Her, 1 Kings. Xo, It ſeems 


to have been a well known and cuſtomary Phraſe among 
the Hebrews, to, denote the Extremes, either 5 Speis, 


or Terror. See Joſh. v. 1. 
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which I heard *,  __ Fa 
\ Bugs This is a high Qomplitatntic: 15 it nad 
Sir, to praiſe a Man, in ſuch plain Terms and fuch' 


high Strains, to his very Face? I think, I have 


heard Phzlenor blame ſuch a Practice, as inconſiſtent 
with refined Manners. And I have heard my Fa- 
ther ſay; No One is a better Judge of fine Breed- 
ing, than Philenor. | e the moſt agreeable Beha- 
viour, added to the moſt winning Converſation,” are 
what You call fine Breeding, T am ſure; Philenor is 
Maſter of it to a very great Degree. I love to be 


in his Company, and am never better n than 


to hear Him talk. 
; Aſp. The 3 though high, is juſt. It 


is ſtrictly conformable to Truth, and proceeds from 


the moſt unaffected Sincerity. If We conſider what 


follows, We ſhall have a Pattern of true Politeneſs ; 
2 Proprjety. and a Refinement of Addreſs, far ſur- 


paſſing all her Majeſty's external State. Happy are 


thy. Men; happy are theſe thy Servants; which ſtand 
im before Thee, and that hear thy Wiſdom. In- 


of envying, She congratulates the Domeſtics 


of Solomon, and rejoices in their ſuperior Felicity, 
This is Benevolence. — Bleſſed be the LORD thy 


G ei which : ne in N to ſet Thee on the 
| Tyrone 


4 . 


£ This i 18 1 like the fine . which | 


Cicero pays to his learned Client Archias. In ceteris Afæ 
Partibus, cunctæque Gracie, fic ejus Adventus celebraba- 
tur, ur Famam Ingenii Exſpectatio Hominis; Euſpectationem, 
Hus Adventus Aamiratiogue ſuperaret. Though I think 
ber Majeſty's. Sentiments, as they are more ſimple and 
artleſs than the Orators; are .alfo, like the Spices and 


Fruits of her Clime, more richly ſcented, and more 


flavoured. 


* 


— "Trad. 4 n 571 
| Fer "over, Wherefore made He Thee Ning, 5 ode 
mens and Juſtice. Here She afcribes' all his royal 


\ 
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Virtuesg and ſublime Accompliſhnients, to the 


Bounty of Heaven. Though they are applauded 


in the Perſon of SCalumun, they are recognized as the 


free Gift of GO D. This is Pieiy. When the 


Zadewments We celebrate, lead Us to magnify, 
not their” Paitieſſor, but their Author; then the 


*. 


is ed, and turned into Medicine. 


Praiſe thus circumſtance, loſes its Malignity, | 


falabrious. © 
It leaibo the'es perceive, Ge Tor take ſo much 
Notte of the Converſation, which paſſes between 
worthy Father, and his ingenious Friends, I 
n myſelf, Vou will alſo remember the Maxim, 
which We have now learned from à Queen. A 
; who not only the ſacred” Hiſtorian, but 
our LOR D "FE SUS CHRTST Himſelf vouch- 
fafes to mention, and with Marks of Approbation. 
Whoſe Name therefore will be had in Honour, when 
Semiramis and Cleopatra, the Heroines and the Beau- 


ties, are conſigned over to Oblivion. The Maxim, 
which 1 mean, is this There muſt be an Union of 


of Benevolence, and. of Piety, in order 
to conſtitute ne Folien. Whoever pretends to 
fine Breeding, and is deſtitute” of ' theſe Qualities, 
is nothing more than a Pretender. He bears juſt 
the fame Proportion to this ornamental Character, 
as the Ape and the Monkey bear to the Man. 
But We have not ſufficiently examined our Pic- 
ture. The Dome is of Cedar; ſupported by Pillars 
of Marble; on which are ſuſpended Curtains of 


Silk and Expbrnidery. be Pillars thine with hs 


— 


* 
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moſt glaſy Pang, and Nen auen ch Eye with 
the boldeſt Projet The Curtains, pendent ia 
large and eaſy Folds, eee adheſive to the Can- 
yals, but waying in the Air. The Throne is ex- 
quiſi ely. contrived, richly ornamented, and highly 
iſhed. . It is evident, the Painter had in his Eye 
that. memorable. Obſervation. of Scripture, \Tpere. 
was not the, like: made in any Kingdom; and He has 
really. done all, which Art could deviſe, or Co- 
lours Secute, in order to exemplify the great Ea. 
IE the — was as. We ſhould defire no 

better Entertainment, than to view the Beauties of 
the Apartment: but can hardly allow any Attention 
to the Edifice, hen ſo graceful and ſo grand a Pre- 
ſence heſpeaks our Regard. For I muſt own, there 
appears to me ſomething peculiarly excellent in this 
Figure: a Serenity and Dignity, without any of that 
martial Air, which adds a Tincture of Ferocity to 
the Warrior: a Sagacity and Penetration, not to be 
equaled by the Wrinkles of Age, yet tranſparent 
through all the Bloom of Youth. Piety and Wiſ- 


dom, the Love of GD and the Grace of his 


SPIRIT, give an Elevation to the Mind; give a 
ſecret Charm to the Countenance; and ſomething 
more than mortal to the whole Man.—I am apt to 
ſuſpect, Eugenio, that You yourſelf are ready to 
adopt a new Favourite. That You now prefer 
Solomon even to Scipia; and had rather be like the 
Belrved. of 1 the * ORD *, ad the: nt of 
Rome, 5 5 87 | | 
welt 1 | Dow 
* Beloved: of 185 Z OR D- his is che Meaning of Je- 


aliab; the Name, which Solomon received, by the ex- 
preſs Order of JE H OVAH. 2 Sam. xii. 25. 


\ 
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Ai Every Thing in Bozza if fe venefable and 
heaventy;3thiat T am filled with Awe, rather than 


incited to Tinitation . is hot Fora Boyz to think 
ef initzting fuch high Perfection aaa .Q 
Ap. Why not; my dear Sir? It was GOD who 
gave Soloniow his ſuperior Wiſdom, and exalted Ac- 
com pliſkments.” And 60 18 Ws ſame" Yeſterday, 
to Dah; and for ever r as willing to hear, and as able 


ts heit) Yai ub Tie was to Dear and blels his Serra 


Solhmon. Neither let your Vouth be a Diſeburage- 


ment. Out of 1 the Mouth I very Babes and SucHlings, ; 


HE ordaineth Strength *. Samuel miniſtered 1 In the 
Temple, when He was but a Child 1. Jab, 
while He was yet young, began to ſeek after the 
GOD' of his Fathers f. Timothy was acquainted 


with the Holy Scriptures; from his earlieſt Years |. 
And S:lomin himſelf was none of the oldeft, when 
He was favoured with that extraordinary Viſion, and 
made that admirable Choice at Gibeon F. A Paſſage 
of Scripture, which 1 dare ſay, Vou have read; 
ould recommend to your: attentive Conſi- 


ich f c 
deration; and which, I hope, You will take for the 
Model of your Conduct. And if Yeu; like that il- 


luſtrious young Prince, deſire a wiſe and underſtand- 


ing Heart, more than the Affluence of Wealth, or 
che Diſtinctions of Honour: if You ſeet M. dom as 


Silver, and fearch for Her as for bid Treaſure : then 
ſhall You'alfo underftand the Fear of the LORD, and 


find. the Knowledge of G 0D J. 


The next that occurs, „ Us Wich a e 
of the Teas: and: 2 mant tremendous View it e 
V $1 4 F711. 725 | 3-2 þ 6 230 | #71 | 73 Eig. ; 


7 Pra. „ vilt *. D. 5 Sas Ii. 18. 
xx8iv. Tp. 250g? 2 Tim. 1 
F Prov. ii. 4, 5- 2 


3 2 + Chron: 
$ «Tings in. 5» 6, : „Ee. 
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Ng Eig. This is the Voyage related by the Evangeliſt; 
1 when. our LORD, ſailing with his Diſciples, bid 
oy the Storm be ſtill, and made the Ocean calm. 3 
8 | Aſp. Then We may truly fay ; A Greater. than, ) 
* Solomon: is bere * / — Though Solomon was wile, 
K. CHRIST is Wiſdom itſelf.—Give me Leave to 
55 hint, upon this Occaſion, that every Picture of 
ie CHRIST, muſt, necellarily depreciate. his glorious. 
bay! Perſon. - "Therefore Vou will never think, that a2 
oe: few Rays beaming round his ſacred Head, can pro- 
55 perly diſtinguiſh the SON of GOD ; can expreſs;. 
he either the Grace of his Offices, or the Divinity of 
ah, his Nature. It is not to diſplay. the Perfections of 
he our LORD JESUS Himſelf, but only to give. 
* Us. an Idea of one of his Morte, that the Pencil 
Th has been. employed on this grand Subject. 


. Vou will alfo remember; That it was not the | 
ind main Ocean, but the Lake of Tiberias, on which 
5 they ſailed. However, the Painter is at Liberty, 
ad; to make his Sea as large as He pleaſes, and his Storm . 


as terrible as He can. Accordingly, He has collected 
all the Horrors of a Tempeſt.—Lightnings fire the 
Arch above; and Thunders, could Thunders have - 
been Maine, would have rocked the Ground be- 

| low. + 


*4 greater than $6lomon—This 5 is what our bleſſed # 
LORD-affirms\ concerning Himſelf. . In which, We 
may obſerve. the utmoſt Dignity, tempered with the ut- 
moſt Decorum. He will avoid the very Appearance of 
Clentation, even when He thinks it neceſſary to aſſert 
his native Honour. Therefore, He ſays not, Jam greater 
that Solomon; but, à greater than Solomon is here, 
Leaving every One, who has Eyes to fee his mighty 
Works, and a Heart to underſtand his tranſcendent Ex- 
cellencies—leaving every ſuch Perſon, to make the Ap. 
plication. Mate. xii. 41. See another Inſtance of this. 
_ pla, Ver. 6. 


} g . 
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low. Thofe flaming Bolts have ſmitten à hu; ge Pro- 
montory, and tore its rugged Brow. Ses! Wow the 
rockyF ragment is tumblin g, with impetuous Bound, 
from Cliff to Cliff.— The Waters, laſhed by furious 
Winds, heave and toſs their tumultuous Billows. 
Here, they riſe in rolling Ridges; tliere, they rage 
in devouring Whirls.—Amid theſe horrible Com- 
motions, You behold a Veel in all the Extremity of 
Dire. Straining under the Blaſt; battered and 
half-overwhelmed: by the Surge; ſhe can no longer 
maintain the unequal Conflict. She yields to the 
 refiftleſs Flood; and begins, evidently. begins to 
- fink. —FPerplexed, amazed, and at their Wit's End, 
the Diſciples run to and fro. They ſhift the 'Tack- 
Ung lighten the Stowage; try every Expedient; 
and-find, to their unſpeakable Affliction, every Ex- 
— ineffectual. | 
We caſt our Eye forward, and their divine MA- 
8 TER appears, ſedately riſing from a gentle Slum- 
ber. He ſees the Perplexity and Horror of his 
Compan lions, without the leaſt Emotion of Alarm. 
He ſees L es Deſtruction approaching, Heaven and Earth 
f mingling, and, inſtead of being diſmayed, enſchs 
the elemental War. What Compoſure in his Mien! 
What Dignity in his Attitude! What Majeſty, 
ſweetened with Compaffion, in his Aſpect! Suck : 
as could ariſe from no other Cauſe, but a conſcious 
and undeubted Certainty, that not one of the Com- 
pany ſhould periſh ; that not a Hair of their Head 
ſhould be injured; and that all this mig Hty Uproar 
of Nature, ſhould end in a Demonſtration of bis 
migbtier Power, and a Confirmation of his Diſciples 
25 Faith, —He" looks abroad into the mutinous Sky, 
turbulent Deep. He Waves, With an au- 
MT * thoritative 
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thoritative Air, his ſacred Hand; and adds the great 
commanding Word, PEACE ; Be 8 ILI. - Do Yow 


e ts Effect! Jos ee . 


8 — * bis 2 — wild 2 
u hank * d 


This ondrefled dn MEATS A Dinas: Where ar 
is huſhed :: the tremendous Agitations ceaſe, andthe 
moſt profound Tranquility takes place. The Water 
is ſmooth as Glaſs ; We have the Picture of a per- 
ſet Calm; and view thoſe very Perſons, who, a little 
while ago, were in the wildeſt Diſtraction, and in the 
Jaws of Ruin, ſurrounding their LORD as Men 
dine from the” Doad: * heir Conſternation is 

, "I turned 5 


»The 8 of: this Miracle, 28 dont by 
the Evangeliſts, are truly wonderful, and to the laſt De- 
gree pictureſque. | nd; os | 

Ma .“ Mo er ! Mi peri 1H conciſe; ow abrupt, 
and —5 Pre 18 * Therefore how 
ſiron: gly fignificant of imminent Danger, aud of the ut- 
moſt? Diftreſs ! They have not Time to be explicit, A 
Moment's Delay may be fatal. What they utter is Ve- 
hemence itſelf, and all Rapidity, Laute viii. 24.— This is 
Nature: this is the genuine Language of the Heart: this 
in true hiſtoric Painting. Every e Reader muſt 
almire this equiſftely fine Stroke, far beyond the dif- 
fuſe and ( had almoſt ſaid, impertinently)” flotid Speech, 

Which Virgil puts inte the Mouth of wed ere on 2 like 
Oecaſion. Ax, I. 98. 

ETA, wilo. What a M. jeſty in een Command) =: 

Th admirable : tis inimitable : i tis worthy of GOD.— 

I think; We may obſerve a peculiatly proper Word, ad- 

dreſſed and adapted to each Element: the firſt injoining” 

\ Coſation of the Hinds, the ſecond: a Quigſerra of the 

Wave: Silence in all that roared, Compoſure in all chat 

* As * (to give a ſhort N of = 
: = 
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. . into Wonder; and their Pangs of Fear into 
Extaſies of Joy. They acknowledge the Omnipo- 
tence, and adore the Gopdneſs of JESUS. | 


Eug. Well may they acknowledge his 13 


«Fence ; ſince Winds and Waves obey Him. Great Rea- 
ſon have they to adore his Gaodneſs, ſince He reſcued 
them from the very Jaws of Death ; that work of 


| Deaths, periſhing in the ſtormy Deep. 


Aſp. If FESUS CHRIST had rouchfafed Fi h 
a Deliverance to my Eugenio; What would He 18 

thought, or how would He have been affected! 

Eug. I ſhould have thought myſelf inexpreſſ bly 
obliged; and that I could never ſhew Juſfcient Gra- 
titude to ſo great a Benefactor. _ 

Aſp. Aſſure yourſelf then, my dear Sir, that He 
has done infinitely more for You.—That He has de- 
livered You, not indeed from being ſwallowed up 
by the raging Billows, but from ſinking into the 
Pit of everlaſting Perdition.— That He has not only 


- reſcued You from endleſs Deſtruction, but obtained 


eternal Life and heavenly Happineſs for You— 
Done all this, not by ſpeaking a Word, or iſſuing 
a Command; but by bearing your Guilt, and ſut- 
Aeg yo Puniſhment; even by dying the moſt 

| isno- 


grand injunction) it had been faid; Winds, be huſbed; 
Waves, be calm, Mark iv. 39. 

The Efe&, which this 8 : Wh on the Diſciples, 
is deſcribed, with all the Force of Imagination, and all 
the Energy of Diction. To repreſent in Colours, what 
the evangelical: Hiſtorian has left upon Record, would 
be a Subſeft fit for the immortal Raphael; and perhaps 
not to be equaled even by his maſterly Pencil. Aa #* 
eic e gerek eki allo *% chain —rella vf g, they awer e 
amazed —ti5avb, hey were tranſportef with Ama BY 
Nui, fo the very greateſt Degree—n weine, excel ding al 
"that Language can * Mar: vi. 2 . 


* 
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ignominious and tormenting Death, in your Stead: 
Should Vou not then -unfoignedly. love HIM? 
Study to pleaſe HIM? — — 


Endeavour of pour Life to glorify H EM? | 


2 23 * 75 5 
* „ . PITTS TP "bed; FE 


Here, Theron eee and ths young Student 
withdrew ; after receiving ſome — en- 
couraging Compliments from Aſpafi. XY 
going to enlarge upon the excellent Taſte of his 
Friend; the inſtructive Style of his Picture | 
good Seriſe-and great Proficiency of his Son. But 
Theron, far from coveting Praiſe; and fully fatiſ- 
fed with the Conſciouſneſs, of acting the becoming 
Part, prevented his Diſcourſe, by ſtepping to à Pair 
of Glaſs Folding- doors. Which, thrown opens ad- 
nitted them into the Study. SIE 5 
4 A Chimney- piece of grey Marble, with plain Via 
8 grab Mouldings, formed a very handſome Appear- 
ince.—[In various little Niches, were fixed elegant 
incl Wl 3%; and on the ſeveral Interſtices, hung beauti- 

WH fil Prints; l eb many of thoſe eminently 
us learned Men ; who: were the Ornaments and Blef- 
ſings, both e antient and modern Times. Tbe 4 
ſhelves, all around, were accommodated, not in- 
5""" I cimbered,” with Books. Aſpaſſo, running over the 
ford; lettered Backs, obſerved a Collection of the maſt 

aluable Authors, in Hiſtory and Matern ae 


vp pt w Poy TE and. Divinity,” 40 * — Th , . 
what 1 9 "ul WI 1 118 : . | * ly per CelyC,. aid. 7 | 


would ſomewhat. ſingular in furniſhing my D as We 
chaps L in ornamenting the Avenue. My Books are not 
„ br Stew, but Uſe; and claim a Regard, facher on 
en WW <<qunt of their Worth, than their Number. — An 
ng all 0 e 85 9 1 have. — 
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When People are eager to mh a Moltiplicit 
_ of Writings, it frequently happens, that in reading 
all, they digeſt none . They taſte ſome empty and 
tranſient Amuſement; but collect no ſolid or laſting 


vw 2146 6 U E wt 
thought, is more-likely to embarraſs the Attention 


than be improve the Underſtanding. A huge Li- 


braty ſsems to reſeinblè a perplexing ,abyrinth ;" 
often bewvilders the Mind in its Purſuits, inſtead 
of leading it Ne e to the en of 


To rata n na. Fr 


Advantage. 1 eir Minds are ſomewhat like thoſe 
capacious Looking=glalſes, ' which We have ſeen 


expoſed in cho Frequented and populous Streets 
of London. They receive all Manner of ſhadowy 
Images, but no ſubſtantial Impreſſion. A thouſand 
Pigures poſs through them, not one abides in chem. 
e Our Books, replied Apaſio, as well as our Friends, 
ſhould rather be ſelect, than numerous. For my Part, 
Aw ould deftte no more than two or three of the moſt 
Sorrect and maſterly Writers in any Sciente. Theſe, 
5 auen of moderate Capacity may be able to com- 


end and ee eee but enrich his 


11101 and familiar Mb enter. Into theic 
acquire ir Mea nn. 
AT AY | in 


12 Tt Mt of 955 Sub- 
n 8 ] . 


Kr, er 8 her Reaſon quite antill | Ita. 5 
mut mixt Manure She furfeits the rank Boll, 7 
ufd but mr 0 nich to Beggarye | 
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in reading, does little more than gratify his Fancy, 


Without refining his Taſte, or amending his Heart. 


Upon this AHſpaſſo turned Himſelf; and eſpied, in 


ond Corner of the Apartment, the celeſtial and ter- 
reſtrial Globes; in another, aà large reflecting Tele- 
ſcope; and on the Top of a Buroe, one or two of 
the beſt Microſcope n. * n eee 

Theſe Inſtruments, reſumed Theron, have opened 
an ĩnexhauſtible Fund of the fineſt Entertainments *. 
They have furniſhed Us with new Eyes; and brought 
up; I will venture to fay, a new World into our View. 
They give Us a Sight of Wonders, which may ſeem 
incredible to'the incurious Vulgar ; and which-were 
utterly unknown, to the moſt inquiſitive Sages-of 
Antiquity. They charm the Eye with a Diſplay 
of Beauties, of inimitable Beauties, even where no- 


- 


Gentlemen of Taſte and Seriouſneſs cannot, I think, 


have a nobler Piece of Furniture for their Studies, than 
the Micro/cope and the Teleſcope, the Orrery and the Air- 
pump. "This Apparatus would afford them a moſt de- 
lightful and improving Amuſement in a ſolitary Hour, — 
It would alſo give them an Opportunity of entertaining 
their Company, in a truly elegant and very inſtructive 
Mannef. It would open a fine and ample Field, for diſ- 
pliying the Glories of GOD the CREATOR, and of 
by theſe Inſtruments, are ſo ſurpriſing in themſelves, . and 
re to the Generality of Mankind, every edifying Hint 
deduced from ſuch Obſervations, would come with a pe- 
culiar Recommendation.—This, I am ſure; would be a 
Method of reducing to Practice, what the polite Hiſto- 
an has recorded of the politer Scipio; Elegantiſſimo Inte 

valla Negotiorum Otio diſfunxit. VELL. PArERC.— And, 
believe, it might be a happy Means of turning the Soul, 
to bear a Part in that immortal Hymn, Worthy art Thou, 
0 LORD, to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power ; for 
Thou Baſt created all Things; and for thy Pleafare they now 
eriſt, and vere at firkt created. Ney. iv. 11. 
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thing worthy of Notice was expected. They throw 
the Mind into a pleaſing Tranſport of Admiration; 
and from the meaneſt, loweſt Objects, raiſe the 
moſt amiable and exalted Ideas of the All- loro 
CREATOR. 
I have often regretted, that fuck ny VR and 
manly: Gratifications ſhould be almeſt univerſally 
ſupplanted, by the fantaſtical and childiſþ. Amuſe- 
ments in Vogue. Why ſhould not the Contempla- 
tion of Nature's ſurpriſing Novelties, be as accept- 
able an Entertainment, as the ſtale. Diverſion of 
Quadrille; be as refined an Employ for a leiſure 
Hour, as to count the Spots on a Pack of Cards! 
he Ladies, I am very ſure, might find brighter 
Colours, and more delicate , Ornaments, in the 
Robes and Head-dreſs of a common Fly; than ever 
they found amidſt the Trinkets of a Tey-ſbop. And 
was the fair Circle of Females once acquainted with 
«the radiant Varniſh and rich Studs, which enatnel 
the Cover of a Beetl#s Wing; Iam apt to think, 
they would view with leſs Rapture, with more In- 
difference, perhaps, with a becoming Diſdain, all 
the pretty Fancies of a Beau's Wardrobe. 
- A few Days ago, when the accompliſhed Mani 
Gregazed Us with a. Viſit, I ſhewed Her, through 
'a magnifying Glaſs, the Sting of a Bee, the Scale 


'of a Soal, the Wing of a Gnat, and ſome other 


beautiful Minims. of Nature; together with the Pow- 
der, which-adheres to our Finger, when we touch 
the Body of a Moth. Amazing ! cried the young 
* Lady. What e TS) What 9 
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— — nal ft aaa eval; i | "4 
In all the Toer deck d of Summers Pride, 1 


With Spots of Gold and Purple, Azure and Green *. 


1 
« How perfect the Poliſh, and how high the F. i- 
* niſhing, of that little Veapon— This Piece of 
« defenſtve Armour, how ſkilfully contrived, and 
© how curiouſly wrought ! Here, riſing into little 
“ Ridges, like the Boſſes of a Buckler; fitted to 
e repel Injuries. There, ſcooped into little Cavi- 
« ties, deſigned, I ſuppoſe, to diminiſh its Weight; 
e that the Coat of Mail may not incumber, even 
« while it defends, the puny Wearer.— What 1 
* took to be a whitiſh deſpicable Rag, is the —_ 
„ Fan, I ever beheld, Mounted on Sticks + in- 
4 imitably tapering and ſlender. Tinged with all 
the ſoft and lovely Colours of the moſt gloſſy 
„“ Mother of Pearl.—But, what aſtoniſhes me more 
« than all, is the View of that coloured Duſt; 
* which your Inſtrument has turned into a Cluſter 
* of Feathers. Every one wrought off with a Re- 
“ gularity and a Delicacy, that are beyond the 
% Power of Deſcription, The fineſt Stroke drawn 
by the Zzalian Pen, compared with the extreme 


Minuteneſs of the Shaft, is broad and bulky as 


* an Admiral's Maſt. A Speck of Leaf-gojd, could 

it be weighed againſt the exquiſite Attenuations | 

* of the Vane t, would ſeem more ſubſtantial and 
e gs than TOs Marble Slap. 


| * MiLTonN, Book VII. | 
* Theſe Sticks, are the little Ribs, which n at 
Wir Proper Intervals, the fine tranſparent Membrane of W 
ing, 4 


t Vane is the feathery Part of a Quill- 
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ce How nice, even to a Prodigy, muſt be the Me. 
ce chaniſm of the animalcule Race 1 ſee Globules, I 
cc ſee Tides of Blood, rolling through Mæanders in- 
15 expreſſibly finer, than the fineſt Hair. — stranger 
cc ſtill! I ſee Sholes of active Creatures; expatiating 
ce in a ſingle Drop of Water &: taking their Paſtime 
e amidit ſuch a ſcant Canal, as unftraitened and 
25, much at large, as Leviathan in the Abyſſes of 
ce the Ocean. ane whole Kingdom of theſe Crea- 
4 tyres, though collected into a Body, are quite un- 
e diſcernable by the naked Eye. What then muſt 
e be the Size of ev ery Individual? Yet in every In- 
&« dividual there is a complete Syſtem of Limbs; 
each Limb muſt have Muſcles and Nerves; each 
Nerve muſt have Senſe and Strength ; and all 
«© theſe are aſſembled, though not 'crouded, in a 
living Atom. To reflect upon the Texture of 
e) Veſſels, and the Operation of Organs, ſo com- 
t plex, ſo numerous, yet ſo inconceivably minute; 
e how it awakens Admiration! Fills me with Re- 
e yerence of the Almighty MAKER! and yields 
A Pleafure, n e to all the modiſh 
e Amule- 
| In a auge Prop of Water, Dr. Hook is ſaid to have 
diſcovered, with his Micreſcope; eight Millions two hun- 
dred and eighty thouſahd Animalcules. This is mention- 
ed, becauſe it is the preyailing Philoſophy, of the Age. 
Though I muſt confeſs, that Mr. Gautier ſeems to have 
gone a confiderable Way, towards giving it another Tum. 
As He has proved, before a learned" Aſſembly at Paris, 
That the Yermiculares d Leævenboert, and the living Mol- 
| N of Mr. de Buffon, were only Balls of Air agitated by 
fermenting of the Seed. If ſo; it is not impoſſible, 
£7 12 Dr. Hook's Animaltula may be nothing more than Bal 
I agitated by the Fermentation of the Pepper. 
Be this as it will, the young Lady's Remarks on the 


Wonders of Mechaniſm i in the animalcule Creation, 1 he- 
lieve, will never be controverted. | | 
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« Amuſements 105 our * en Digg of 
« Life in Miniature, have given me a Diſguſt of, 


« what is called, High Life, and its ſolemn Fop- 


« peries. Vou have ſpoiled me, Theron, for a fa- 
« ſhionable. Trifler. I ſhall no longer reliſh the 
« dull Oeconomy of the Fan, or the Df Parade 


4. of the Snuff-box.” 


Af. Have You nothing to ſay of the Teleſcope ? 
— believe, it muſt be my Province to celebrate 
this admirable Invention ; ; and I wiſh I could do it, 
with Manilia's brilliant Imagination.—If the Micro- 
ſcape leads Us downward, to the curious Secrets of 
the animalcule Creation; the Teleſcope bears Us up- 
ward, to the grand 8 of the ſtarry Regions, 


The Eye, conducted by this wonderful Guide, viſits 


a Variety of maj jeſtic Orbs, which would otherwiſe 


be loſt in eee Tracts of Æther.— This, 


far more ſurpriſing than the Diſcoveries of Columbus, 


has found out new Colonies of Worlds, in every 


Quarter of the nocturnal Skies. This has placed a 
glittering Creſcent, on the Brow of one“ of the 
Planets; and has given others a moſt lately Train 
of Attendants +. 

Tell me, Theron: J could You diſcern the full Choir 
of the Conſtellations, or diſtinguiſh the variegated 


Face of the Moon, without the Aid of your Teleſcopic 
"Tube? Could You, with your unaſſiſted Eye, get a 


Sight of Jupiter's Satellites, or procure a Glimpſe of 
Saturn's Ring: Without that ſupplementary Aid to 


our Sight, they are quite imperceptible; though the 


Satellites of the former, are incomparably more mag 
en. n the yn of all the Monarchs i in the 


* i Planet Vins. 25 + The Satellites of re 
and Sata rn. 


all che Bridges, on den — Rivers are leſs than 
the Ferule of your CandG . 


As the Teleſcope to the Eye, 0 is Revelation to the 


"Underſtanding." It diſcovers. Truths, which exclu- 
five of ſuch a Diſcovery; had been for ever hid from 
the moſt ſagacious Minds. Tis ſtrange to the un- 
learned Obſerver, that this ponderous Globe of Earth 
and Seas, ſhould wheel. its rapid Circuit round the 
Sin, But the Teleſcope has rendered this Fact cleat 
to a Pemonſtration. Tis ſtrange likewiſe to our 


natural Apprehenſions, that We ſhould die in Adam, 


and be undone by our firſt Parents Diſobedience. 
Nor leſs ſo, that We ſhould be made alive in 
CHR 18 7, nd deriye our Recovery from his in- 
i puted Righteouſneſs. But Revelation makes this 
Doctrine as certain, as it ĩs comfortable. 
Ther. I 
4 Point not yet eſtabliſhed, but taken for granted. 
L rather apprehend, that Revelation, in no Place 
maintains it, in many Places difavows it During 
your-Aþſence, Aſpaſio, I have ſpent ſome Time in 
ſcarching the Scriptures, with a particular View to 
this Lenet. I can find no ſuch Expreflion in the 
whole Bible, as the Imputation of CHRIS T's 
Righteouſneſs. / If it was ſo leading an Article, as 
You repreſent ; ſurely, it could not have been en- 
tirely forgotten by the inſpired Writers, nor _ 
excluded from their Body of Divinity. Nl 
"Aſp. The very identical Expreſſion may not occur, 
and yet the Doctrine be abundantly taught. I be- 
lieve, Vou never met with the Word Reſurrecliou, in 
any Part of the Pentateuch; nor ever read the Phraſe 
Satisfaction, in all the New 8 Vet our 
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LORD fully proved the Truth of the former, from 
the Writings of Moſes; and Vou Yourſelf have ac 
knowledged the latter, to be the unanimous * 


of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts. . 


In the Epiſtle to the Romans, 0 e pee apres 
and repeated Mention of a Righteouſneſs imputed. 


What or whoſe Righteouſneſs, can be the Subject of 


this Aﬀertion ? Not the Righteouſneſs of Angels. 
They are a ſuperior Claſs of Beings, and have no 
ſuch ihtimate Connection with our Nature.—Not 
the Righteouſneſs of eminent Saints. This is the 
exploded Error of Popery; and furniſhes the Romiſh 
Zealots with that Chimera of Arrogance and Folly, 
Works of Supererogation.— Not any Righteouſneſs 
of our own : for, it is poſitively declared, to þe 
without Worts *; in which no Works of our own 
have any Concurrence, or the leaſt Share. What 
other Righteouſneſs then can be meant, but the 
Righteouſneſs of our great SUSTITUTE, 
SURETY, and SAVIOUR? Who took 
our Nature; diſcharged our Debt; and is there- 
fore ſtyled, 7E H OVA A our Righteouſneſs +, 
Ther. This ſeems contrary to the whole Tenour 


of the ſacred Inſtructions. What ſays the Prophet? 


When the wicted Man turneth away from his Wickedneſs 
that He hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful 
and right, He ſhall ſave his Soul alive t.— Here, that 
greateſt of Bleflings, the Salvation of the Soul, is 
aſcribed to a Departure from Evil, and a Per ſeverance 
in Good + to a real Alteration in a Man's own Tem- 


per and Conduct, not to any fanciful Application of 


_ tranſmiſlive Riphtevuinels from Another. 
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{ſpe Let me aſk my Theron; Is there no Wicked. 
deln but Riot and Debauchery, Profaneneſs and In- 
justice? U elzef, though it may paſs without Cen- 
= or Notice in a Syſtem of | Morality, is, in the 
Volume of Revelation, declared a capital Crime. 


Our LORD, ſpeaking of the HOLY SPIRIT, 


mentions it as a ſignal Part of his Office, That He 
Ball convince the Morld of Sin. Of what Sin? Scan- 
dalous Violations of moral ReRitude ? This were 2 


needleſs Employ. The Light of Reaſon. is ſufficient, | 


toevince ſuch a Charge; and the Court of Conſcience 
is erected, to paſs the deſerved Sentence. Of Sin, 
adds the heavenly TEACHER, decauſe they be- 
lieve not on me on my Death, as the Cauſe of their 
Forgiveneſs ; on my Righteouſneſs, as the Ground 
of their Acceptance; on my SPIRIT, as the 
powerſul Principle of their Holineſs. 
.Unbelief treats GOD as a Liar +; becauſe * re- 
jects the Teſtimony, which He has bore concerning 
: bis beloved 8 ON. —Unbelief tramples on the Blood 


or CH RIS, and is a moſt contemptuous Affront 


to all his ſaving Offices. Unbelief would counteract 
the Operations of the HOLY GHOST. whoſe 
peculiar Work it is, to teſtify of CHRIS 'T, and 
make manifeſt his Righteouſneſs. To ſay all in a 
Word; Unbelief is that great, that comprebenſve 


Sin, which ſcornfully rejects, or impiouſly re- 


nounces, the moſt glorious Method of Ralyation 


which. Omaiſaieace itſelf could: deviſe t. Th 
The 


25 . John! xvi. 9 * a 10. 


1 Bengelins makes my 2 to affirm, Pejus, abs non 
= 2 Ewvangelio, nam Sadomitas imitari. That is; Not 
to believe the Goſpel, nat to receivg the glad Tiling! 
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The wicked Man, therefore, never turns from his 
Wickedneſs; ; till He turns, by a true Faith, to 


JESUS CHRIST. Till then, He is a Rebel 
againſt: the Goſpel, however He may pay ſome ſpe- 
cious and partial Regard to the Law. So flagrant 
a Rebel, that he ſtands particularly excepted, even 


in the Act of Evangelical Indemnity, For, as He 


hs believeth on the S ON, hath everlaſting Life; ſo, 
He that believeth not, is condemned already, and the 
Wrath of GOD abideth on him cx. | 

Ther. What are the Pſalmiſt's Sentiments on this 
subject! Dogs not He repreſent the Matter in a 


very different Light? Thou, LORD, art merciful ; 


for Theu rewardeſi every Man according to his, _ 
Another's, Works +. 


Aſp. Weighty Saying ! May it impreſs o our very 


| Hearts !—GOD is merciful, and therefore reward- 


eth. From whence it appears, that what We call a 


| Reward, is really an Act of Mercy, rather than of 


a The Wages of Qin | is Death; but the Gift 
| (lays 


prove more 1efiradive; than the sin of Sodom. This He | 


grounds, not on the Reaſons aſſigned by paſo but on 
that which includes them all, and ſurpa them all, 
even our LORD's own Declaration, Matt. x. 1 5: 

. .* John iii. 18, 36. The Words are exceeding 1 len. 
phatical, and no leſs awful. Not barely He Sal com 

into Condemnation, but He (that believeth Lore is "At 


demned already. Though ever ſo civilized or refined in | 


his outward Converſation, He lies under a Sentence of 


Death, and is the Object of divine Wrath. —Which not 


only will % Him, but abidetb on Him. So that, 
where- ever He may be, whatever He may do, the Diſ- 


Pleaſure of the tremendous JEHOVAH hangs over 


Him, like a moſt dreadful Sword. Which; if He dies 
in ſuch a Condition, will inevitably o_ * 2 and 
cut him 1 in.Pieces eternally. e 
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(fys th 95 oitle, „ Altering his St) tyle, and making 2 
x obſerva DiſtinAion), the Gift of 60D is 
eternal Life. 
The inſpited” Writer fubjoins, ' not for, but ac- 
cording 1% 4, every Man's Works.” A Man's Works 


are the Meaſure, not*the meritorious Cauſe. To 


merit, is the ſole Prerogative of the SAVIOU R's 
Blood and Obedience. To theſe it is "owing, that 
our imperfect Services are honoured with any Ac- 
ceptance; much more that they are recompenſed 
With any Reward houf gh, after 2 Sinner is juſ- 
tified, his own Deeds find Favour in the Sight of 
the LORD: yet in the Juſtification of Sinnen, 
GOD has no Reſpect to any human Performances. 
He has no Reſpect to one Man as better than ano- 
ther, but to the Righteouſneſs c of his bleſſed SON 
alone. Solty 
Ther. Does not this Expoſition of yours, claſh 
wich that truly generous Acknowledgment of st. 
Pater * It cuery Nation, He that feareth GOD, and 
worketh Ri ghteouſneſs, is accepted with Him t. Here, 
it is -undeniably evident, that Acceptance with our 
CREATOR, is founded on a Man's own Piety, 
and perſonal Integrity; upon his fearing GOD, 
and working Righteouſneſs. © 
Ap. Rightly to underſtand this Text, We ſhould 
enquire into the Circumſtances of the Hiſtory, —The 


Apoſtle had been ſtrongly and moſt unreaſonably pre- 


ane In favour of the Pk J n that the 


** Fe 8 n * 
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363 23. 
+ bn, not t M Zy. 80 he Apoſtle ſpeaks, 


Barr Mam mall receive bis on Reward, wala, not Soy 


Toy Aar E. 1 Cor. iii. 8. 
| 1 Acts x. 35. 
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Salvation of CHRIST, like the Diſpenſation of 


Mo ſes, mult be confined. to his Countrymen.—But 
now, having conſidered the Purport of, his late hea- 
venly Viſion; having compared it with the angelic 
Meſſage, delivered to Cornelius; and being made ac- 


quainted with the Character of that valuable Man; 7 


He breaks out into this truly catholic Declaration. 


« My Prejudices are vaniſhed. My Sentiments are 
4 enlarged. From the Inſtance before me, it is de- 
« man/irably certain; that the HOLY ONE of 
« Iſrael, does no ae appropriate the Bleſſings 
« of his Covenant; to any particular Perſon, Fa- 


« mily, or People. But, in every Nation, He that 
4 * feareth GOD; and, from a Principle of Religion 
« in the Heart, worketh Righteouſneſs in the Life, 
« is accepted with Him. So accepted, as to be an 
36 Obj ect of the Divine Favour, and an ergo 
« of he Kingdom of Heaven.“ 

This, I think, is the exact Meaning of a Place. 
And let it be recollected, that no One truly fears, or 


can poſſibly pleaſe GOD, without F aith *, That 


no Prayers can be ſet forth as the Incenſe; no Alms 
can go up as a Memorial before GO D; nor any 


 Bacrifices be acceptable in his Sight, but only 


through FESUS CHRIST. For which Rea; 
ſons, it ſeems neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that Cornelidt, 


though a Heathen by Birth, had believed through | 


Grace, —Nay ; it is evident from the Context, tha: 
he had heard of CHRIST; had ſome Acquain- 
tance with the Deſign of his Coma. and the Exe- 


cution of his Office +; ee to be the Ground 
7 


"few Per. * 37. Indeed it 2 hardly be others | 


„ Heb. xi. © 


File; ſince Cornelius was ſtationed at © Caſarea; ; the Reſt» 


ee $5 53 a dence. 
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Buſineſs of the Apoſtle Was, to lead this Convert 


inte che © tear Light, and 5h, Privileges of the 
Goſpel; to ratify and confirm his Title to them, 


by the ſacred Seal of Baptiſm; and introduce Him, 


as the LAI of the OY into the — 
N eküng ed can he tad; Mich this 


"Paſſage, but that the glad Tidings of /Chri/ttanity 
are for Fews, for Gaentilet, for all People—that, by 
Faith, even the Gentiles: obtain a good Report, 


and are enabled to bring forth the Fruits of Righ- 


teouſneſs. and Faith, though weak, yet if fincerely 
n by, Wy 


- 
* 7 p "Ts FRO 


Ther, Does not. our Sar. in 8 


the Proceſs, and foretelling the Iſſue of the laſt de- 
 eifive Tryal, affign a Kingdom to the Righteous? 


Aſſign it in this preciſe View, as a proper Remune- 
ration of their um good Works; ſaying, in the moſt 


| expreſs Terms; 2 ye Bleſſed of my. FA TH ER, 


inherit the Kingdom prepared for You, from the Foun- 
dation. of the World; rox I was an hungred, and Ye 


gave me Meat; FOR, c. FOR, Ge. * 


Aſp.. Be pleaſed to take notice of the Expreſon. 
They are bidden to inherit: and what is freer than 


dence of the td 3 and Seat KK. the Croily 23 
Feruſe alem was of the Ece 2 Government. In 4 
ace of ſuch general Re ſo very remarkable an 


uld not be unknown. © Eſpecially, as Philip the 
Evangeliſt had fixed his Abode in that City. See 48 
viii. 40. | 


* Matt. xxv. Joe 
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of your own Services ?=Obſerve alſo the Reaſon 
alledged, and compare it with the Rule of Judica- 
ture. He that believeth; ſaith the ſupreme JUDGE, 
foall be ſaved. This is the avowed, the invariable 
Standard, by which He proceeds, in adminiſtering 
everlaſting Judgment. Accordingly, He confers 
eternal Life on the Righteous, as Perſons intitled 
to chis great Felicity, on the Foot of his own gra 
cious' Appointment, | 

Fox denotes, not the Suan bite ihe Ef- 
dnet; of their Right. I acquit ſuch a Perſon,” 
* the Arbitrator in a judicial Claim; „ for the 

4 Witneſſes depoſe, that the Debt is paid.” The 
Depoſition, which anſwers to theſe righteous Acts, 
is the Proof; Pa ayment of the Debt, which corre- 
ſponds with CHRIS Ts perfect Obedience, is the 
Cauſe * of the Diſcharge.— For Ye have given; Ye 
have abounded i in all Inſtances of Duty to ME, 
ind Love t6 your Brethren ; and thereby have ma- 
nifeſted Yourſelves true Beli ievers. 

It may be farther obſerved; That our L 0 R D 
ſeys not, Ve have done it to your Fellow-creatures, 
but to theſe my Brethren +. He commends not every 
random Act of Good-nature or Generoſity, but ſuch 1 
Kinds of Beneficence only, as carry the Chriftian = 
Stamp; were exerciſed to a Diſciple, “ in the 
1 Name of a N And __ moſt evidently 
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„The Speing is come, ſays the AR IE ; for the 
Orchard blooms, and the Black-bird fings. The Bloom- Wn 
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foring from. Nn; 8 atteſt 1 a 


cerity. 
- Ther. Are not . Diſtintions more ful, than 
i 45. To mie ow Ppear in no IS "FOO If 
You think otherwiſe, let Us appeal to thoſe excel- 
lent Perſons themſelves. The Turn, the very re 
markable Turn of their Sentiments, will fully te- 
cide our Queſtion. —Do they lay any Streſs upon 
their own religious Duties, and beneficent Deeds! 
. — rom relying on them, farther ſtill from pleading 
them, they beſtow not a fongle Thought upon them. 
8 fixed their Hopes on the ROCK. of Ages, 
they forget theſe tranſient Bubbles . Nay, they 
wonder to hear their exalted MASTER, making 
any honourable Mention of ſuch defective Services. 
O! that We may be enabled, through the whole 
Courſe of our Lives, to follow the Example of their 
Piety ; and, when We appear before the tremen- 
dous Tribunal, to imitate their Humility and Wiſ⸗ 
dom ! Their Humility; in renouncing themſelves, 
and diſclaiming all Deſert of their on. Their Wif- 
dom; in repoſing their whole Confidence, on the 
Righteouſneſs of their GOD and SAVIOUR. 
Ther. Our LORD makes no Mention of this 
Doctrine, i in his Sermon on the Mount, Whereas, 
if it had been ſo very material, He would at-leaſt have 
touched 


| . BubBles they are, compared with the RS ons 
8 of CHRIST; or confidered in reference to 
grand Affair of Juſtification before GOD. — But as 
les; or watery Veſicles inflatec with Air, are the 
Means of exhibiting the beautiful. Colours of the Rain 
dab; ſo theſe Services, though poor and imperſect, 
Bear 7 EY to the Eine of that — Grace 
Faith. 1 1 A 1 f 


8  *# * 


DIALOGUE M. af 
touthed upon it, in that. comprehenſive. 1 
true Religion. 

_ #þ. Our LORD ſays not a Word, concern 

the Sacrifice of his Death. Neither is there a Syl 
lable, relating to his Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors. 
But are theſe Articles of our Faith to be deemed 


iRitious or ſuperfluous ? Becauſe, they are not ex- 


preſly inculcated, e pe n an of N 
tis Divinity? e W 
However, upon a more attentive tection 
perhaps, We ſhall find the Point moſt ſitongly i im- 
plied, though not diſtinctly ſpecified; its Neceflity 
demonſtrated, though its Nature be not explained. 


Tue illuſtrious TEACHER opened his Mouth, 


and with a peculiar Solemnity ſaid; Blefed are the 


Poor in Spirit v. ut bo are they? Not the Per- 


ſons, who ſoothe themſelves with the flattering Con- 
ceit of the Laadicean Church; I am rich in Obedience, 


ond incregſed in ſpiritual Goadt f. Thoſe rather, who 
ſee their Indigence; bewail their Guilt; and hun- 
ger and thirſt after the juſtifying Merit of a R E- 


DEEMER. Who, from the very Bottom of an 
bumbled Heart, confeſs ; +4 LORD, I am no 
more able to keep every Jot and Tittle of thy 


holy Law, than I am capable of atoning for my 


i een Sins. CHRIST muſt be my Righ- 
teouſneſs, as well as my * elſe I am 
* irrecoverably undone.” 


| The inimitable PREACHER farther informs 


dis Hearers ; That, unleſs their Righteouſneſs exceed 


the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhall 
in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven . Ho) 


muſt Chriſtians exceed the Phariſees ? Not only in 
Vo . 1 9 being 


e Matt, V. 3. | -F Kev, iii. 17. 1＋ Matt. v. 20. 
5 ; 2 
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being incere; in having Reſpect unto all G ON; 
Commandments; but alſo in poſſeſſing a complete 
, Righteouſneſs. He ſpeaks of that. Righteouſneſs, 
by which Men enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
He ſpeaks of ſuch a Righteouſneſs, as is deſcribed 
in the following Parts of the Sermon, and exact 
correſponds with the Demands of the Law. He 
ſpeaks of ſuch a Righteouſneſs, as admits of po 
Failure, but ariſes to the very Summit of Perfec- 
tion. And where, where will Lou find this Righ- 


teouſneſs, unleſs You have Recourſe to the con- | 


ſummate Obedience of the great MEDIATOR? 
Ther. The ORACLE of Heaven, Vou know, 
was once conſulted upon that moſt momentous of 
all Queſtions; How a Perſon may aſcertain his Title 
.to Life and Immortality? And what is the Tenour 
of the ſacred Reſcript ?!—We are referred to the 
Ten Commandments; and, in the moſt explicit 
Terms, with the moſt peremptory Air, told; Th 
po, and thou ſhalt live . * 
Aſp. That particular Perſon, if You lese, wa 
referred to the Ten Commandments ; not Me, and 
Mankind in general. Our LOR D, in the pre- 


ceding Verſes, had informed his Diſciples; That 


they muſt receive the Kingdom of GOD, or the 
Grace of the Goſpel, and the Bleſſings it propoſes, 
at a little Child. And this can hardly ſignify, as the 
Reſult or Conſequence of their own Doings. 

© Ther, «© That particular Perſon referred] Not 
„ We and Mankind in general —1 don't under- 
ſtand your Meaning, Apaſio. 

As. You will obſerve then, that our LORD $ 


Reply was not an univerſal Direction, but an An- 
PETS EE a | — - ; ſwer 
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fver ad Hominem ; peculiarly adapted * to the young 


Gentleman's Application. Which, however it may 


de admired, was none of the wiſeſt.—Inſtead of aſk- 


ing; „How ſhall a poor guilty Mortal, who is every 
« Day offending, obtain Forgiveneſs from the righ- 
« teous GOD?” Inſtead of ſaying; How ſhall 
I, who am not able to think a goed Thought, make 
« ſure my Title to an eternal Weight of Glory ?” 
Our Queriſt demands; I hat good Thing ſhall I Do, 
that I may inherit eternal Life? The Reply proceeds 
upon the Enquirer's own Principles.—<*< F You: 
expect Life. and Immortality, upon ſuch legal 
„Terms; know, that your Obedience. muſt be 
« nothing leſs, than a perfe Conformity to the 
« divine Law. Perform all its Precepts, in their. 
«. utmoſt Extent, and with an unremitted Perſeve- 
s rance, then”—But alas! ſuch Perfection is too 
high for fallen Creatures; they cannot attain unto 
it. Neceſſarily, therefore, muſt, they drop all ſuch 
Pretenſions, and have recourſe to ſome other Me- 
thod of Juſtification,; _ _ 


Ther. Why did that © Wonderful CQUN- 


«SELLOR,” if ſuch was the Purport of his 


U 2 TNT PD Anſwer, 


P It is delightful to obſerve the mouromun®- (orc, 
the curious Variety, yet the conſummate Propriety, of our 
LOR D's Conduct; how exactly this divine Caſuiſt ſuits 
his Counſel, to the different States, and various Charac- 
ters of Mankind. —The Secure and Preſumptuous He 
ſends to the Law, that they may be humbled. To the 
Aﬀlited and Contrite He preaches the Go/þel, that they 
may be comforted, When the Phari/ee, full of Self- con- 


cat, ſtands up and ſays, bat ſhall I do? The Anſwer 
Is, Do all that is commanded. When the ſinful Woman 


falls at the REDEEME R's Feet, and ſpeaks in Tears 
the Guilt of her Life; Thy Sins are forgiven, is the gra- 


cious Reply, 1 
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Anſwer, expreſs Himſelf ſo obſcurely ? Why did 
He not divert his promiſing Scholar from this fruit- 
leſs Attempt; and put Him in the right, the prac- 
ticable Way of obtaining Salvation? | 

Ap. This He did, with the fineſt Addreſs, and 
in the moſt ſkilful Manner.—Had our LORD af- 
firmed., Yow-are worldly; : You are covetous; 
60 your: Riches are your GOD:” ſuch a Charge 
would, in all Probability, have been as confidently 
denied, as it was platnly urged. Therefore He brings 
this ſpecious Hypocrite to a Te/t*, which could not 
be evaded, and which was ſure to diſcover the Truth. 
A Teſt, which laid open the palpable and enormous 
Defects of his ſo much boaſted Obedience, Which 
made it appear, that, inſtead of keeping all the Com- 
mandments, this vain Self-juſticiary had not obeyed 


the very Aut. But, amidſt all his towering Imagi- | 


nations of Himſelt, had been, and at that very Inſtant 
was, a ſordid groveling Idolater: who preferred his 
tranſitory Poſſeſſions on Earth, to an everlaſting In- 
heritance in the Kingdom of Heaven. Could any 
Expedient be more ſuitable to the Cafe? Or better 
calculated to reduce Him, intoxicated as He was 
with Pride, to a ſober humble Mind? To beat Him 
off from his falſe Foundation, the Righteouſneſs which 
15 of the Law; and lead Him to a Reliance on the pro- 
miſed, he amd, che e ME SSIAH? 

| It 


„ Marte. Aix. 21. ee wil 25 all Al thit 


Thou — and give to the Poor. This Direction ſeems to 
be 8 — che ame Nature, with that other Part of our 
LORD Reply, If Thou wilt enter into Life, keep tht 
G oth were perſonal; both occafional ; 

both adapted to pafticular Cireudtftances. The latter 3 
no more the ſtated evangelical Way to Heaven, than the 
—— I the common indiſpenſable? Duty of al Chriſtians. 
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It puts me in mind of my Friend Sagacio's Conduct. 
Which ſeems to have ſome Conformity with our 
LORD's Procedure; and may, poſſibly, tend to il- 
luſtrate its Propriety.Viſiting one of his unlearned 
Neighbours, He found Him in Company with a cer- 
tain talkative Stranger; who was haranguing, at an 
extravagant Rate, on the Wonders of Aſtronomy.— 
Sgacio ſoon perceived, that the chief Furniture of 
this extraordinary Adept, lay in a little Acquain- 
tance with the technical Terms, and ſomewhat more 
than a little Share of Aſſurance. How ſhould He 
bring the ſelf-plumed Scioliſt to a little Modeſty of 
dentiment, and Decorum of Converſation ? He took 
leave to aſk, * What the Word Aftronomy might 


« ſignify ?” The Orator was ſtruck dumb in a Mo- 


f 


ment. He had never informed Himſelf, it ſeems, 
that Aſtronomy related to the Order and Regulation 
of the Stars, This ſingle Queſtion taught our mi- 
nute Philoſopher, more effectually than twenty Lec- 
tures on the Subject. It taught Him his own /gno- 
race; and that He had the very Rudiments of his 
ſo much admired Science {ill to learn. | 


Der. Whit will You ſay to thoſe famous Paſſages 
in the Epiſtle of St. James? By Works a Man is juſti- 
fed. Was not Abraham our Father juſtified by Works * ? 
Can any Words be plainer in their Meaning ? Or, 
can any Meaning be more directly oppoſite to the 
vhole Scope of your Argumentation ? 

4p. This I would ſay, Theron —The Paſſages You 
quote, when detached from the Context, may ſeem 
inconſiſtent with the Declarations of another Apoſtle. 
ASA ih, when wrenched from its natural Situation, 
8 e appears 


{ 


Jam. ii. 21, 24. 
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appears with an Air of -Diſproportion. Whereas, 
reduce the diſlocated Part, and it will recover the 


Symmetry of its Shape; it will harmonize exactly 


with the animal Syſtem Replace likewiſe theſe Af. 
ſertions; conſider them in Connection with the whole 
Paragraph; and they will be found, if not Uniſons, 


yet perfect Concords, with the Strain of St. Paul's 


Teaching. 

What is the Drift and Aim of St. ? To 
diſtinguiſh a genuine from an inſincere Faith. Ob- 
ſerve, how He ſtates the Caſe. 
Man have Faith ; but Though a Man ſay, He hath 
Faith *. This is mentioned, as the Boaſt of ſome 
p hypocritical Profeſſor, So that the Apoſtle i is evi- 


dently dealing with a Pretender to the precious Gitt. 


Accordingly He demands, with great Propr ety and 
Spirit; Shew me thy Faith. Prove the Reality of 
thy Claim. Prove it to me, and to the Church; 
to thy Fellow- creatures, and Fellow-chriſtians. 
What Thou calleſt thy Faith, if it be not produc- 
tive of righteous Diſpoſitions and godly Works, We 
muſt pronounce ſpurious, worthleſs, dead. 
Having detected the Counterfeit, He proceeds to 
i the Sterling. The grand Characteriſtic of 
which is, A | leg of Mind and a Courſe of Action, 
correſponding with the Doctrine believed. By this 
Touchſtone the Faith of our renowned.Progenitor 
was tried; and, being tried, was © found unto Praiſe, 
and e and Glory.“ Mas not Abraham our 
Father Juſtified by Works, when He had offered Iſaac 
bis Sen upon the Altar 2—Juſtified! How? As to 
Aeceptance with the Supreme JUDGE? No: 
i this Was 5 effected long before Lace, was offered, was 
born, 
+3 Jam. ii. 14. | 


It is not, Though a 


born, 


believ: 
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born, or conceived in the Womb. But when the 
believing and juſtified Patriarch, exerciſed that He- 
roic Act of Self-denial, Reſignation, and Obedience; 
then He demonſtrated Himſelf, to be a real unfeigned 
Believer ; then his Juſtification was evidencgd, to all 
his Cotemporaries, and to all Generations. By this, 
and ſuch other Works, his Faith was made perfect õ 
anſwered its proper End; appeared to be of the 
true, the triumphant, the ſcriptural Kind; ſince it 


overcame the World, overcame Self, and regarded 
GOD as All in All. | 


Upon the whole; St. Paul ſpeaks concerning the 
Juſtification of our Perſons ; St. James concerning 
the Juſtification of our Faith +.—St. Paul deſcribes 
the Manner of being juſtified, before the all-ſeeing 
' GOD; St. James points out the Proof I of a juſti- 

| | fied 


* Ere\awly, In this Senſe, I ſuppoſe, We are to un- 
derſtand St. John's Aphoriſm. He that doeth Righteouſneſs, 
it righteous ; is undoubtedly juſtified ; is righteous before 
GOD, the Searcher of Hearts. This his holy Life de- 
monſtrates, that He has indeed believed unto Righteouſneſs. 
It juſtifies his Profeſſion of Faith, both from the Charge, 
and from the Suſpicion of Infincerity. 1 Faby WW. 7. 
\ + That the Expreſſion uſed by St. James, ſignifies this 
declarative Juſtification, is plain from 1 Tm. iii. 16. 
Where the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, . ; han, He was juſtiſied in or by the 
SPIRIT : that is, He was declared to be the true SON 
of GOD; manifeſted on Earth, and recognized from Hea- 
ven, as the undoubted SAVIOUR-of the World. 
Avery little Reflection, I ſhould imagine, muſt con- 
vince every unprejudiced Reader; That St. James can- 
not poſſibly be ſtating the Method of Juſtification, before 
the infinitely righteous GOD. Becauſe; He never fo 
much as mentions the Death of CHRIST —Who made 
his Soul an Offering for Sin—to whom give all the Prophets 
witne/r, that whoſoever believeth in Him, ſhall receive Re- 


U 4 _ miſſion 
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tihed- State, as it is viſible to Men; tg Thou. 


The former proceeds. from the immaculate Righte- 


ouſneſs of CHRIST, placed to our Account; the 


latter conſiſts in the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, . 


ing our Life. —Rightly underſtood, therefore, theſe 


Paſſages are not in the leaſt contradictory to the Epiſ- 
”— of St. Paul, or to the Scope af my Argumenta- 
But are a ſeaſonable Cave nd a proper Pre- 


| P10 gp againſt miſunderſta: ing theſe, or per- 


verting „ 

Ther., I wiſh, you W 01 that conciſe, but 
Judiciqus Abridgment of true Religion, compriſed 
in the fifteenth P/alm. The facred Penman, for his 
own and for the Information of all Mankind, aſks; 


LORD, who fhall dwell in thy Tabernacle, or who 
hall reft upon thy holy Hill? To this moſt intereſting 


Enquiry, the following Verſes are a full and ſatis- 


factory Anſwer. „The whole of which turns upon 
the Diſcharge of moral Duties; walking uprighth, 


and working Righteouſneſs. Without a Syllable, or 
A ſingle Hint, concerning the very ſuperior Excel- 
lence of Faith, or the extreme Neceſſity of : a vica- 
rious 7 3 
have often read, and I well toe, that 
a2” Pſalm. And I beg leave to obſerve, 
once for all, with relation to ſuch Paſſages of the 
Old Teſtament; That they ſuppoſe the Perſons, 
whom. they nee, to be convinced of their na- 
13 m * ; to be humbled under a Senſe of 
2 ; their 


| e of Ate itn 1 buf Jes . ales is 0 her Nane 
given under Heaven, wobereby We can be ſaued.— Could an 
2 oftle ſo ab/olutely forget his LORD; and in a Caſe, 
ere every other inſpired Writer acknowledges Him; 
1 5 Him to be Arr in ALL? 
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their actual Guilt ; and to live in a conſcientious Ob- 
ſervance of the expratory Sacrifices, All which had 
an invariable Reference to CHRIST, and Nc 


their whole Virtue from his Mediation. 


Would, any of the Jewiſb Saints, have dared to 
advance a Plea for eternal Bleſſedneſs, upon the Foot 
of their own Conformity to ſuch moral Directions? 


Neglecting, at the3&me Time, the Sacrifices of the 


three great Feſtival: or a believing Improvement 
of the daily Oblation.— By no means. They were, 
and they would acknowledge themſelves, deplorably 


defective. They would plead the Promiſe of free 


Grace, and fly to the Blood, which GOD himſelf 
had appointed fo make an Atonement for their Souls. 
By ſuch Sentiments and ſuch a Conduct, they 
reduced to Practice the very Eſſence of our Doc- 


tuous or religious; and truſting in the Strength of 
Iſrael, the LORD our Righteouſneſs. Who alone 
fulfilled all the Precepts, contained in this excel- 
lent Formulary of Duty. Who was alſo the Sub- 


fance of every purifying and of every propitiatory 
Rite, Whom, therefore, thoſe holy People re- 


vation. 


the Cloſe of the Pſalm? Wheoſo DOETH theſe Things, 
foall never fall. 

Aſp. He has: And this, L apprehend; is his Mean- 
Ing,—< Perſons of ſuch a Temper, and ſuch a Prac- 


trine: diſavowing their own Deeds, however vir- 


garded, as the only Cauſe of Ain e and Sal- 


\ 


Ther. Has not the ſacred Writer expreſly ſaid, at 


55 2 bear the Marks of GO 's Children, and 


are meet for his Glory. Accordingly, they ſhall 


* never fall, either into total Apoſtacy here, or 


4 hnal Condemnation. hereafter. They are now 
| Ys | kt os « Heirs, 
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« Heirs, and in due Time ſhall be Poſſeſſors, of 
< his eternal Kingdom.” A 
But you will take notice, that all theſe Duties 
and Qualifications, only characterixe, not conflitute, 
the Inheritor of Heaven. — Vou will likewiſe advert 
to another very remarkable Circumſtance in the De- 
ſcription; He ſetteth not by Himſelf, but is lowly in his 
own Eyes. Or, as the more expreſſive Original 
ſpeaks, He is deſpicable and vile in his own Sight, 
So far from aſpiring to Self-juſtification, that He 
even condemns and abhors Himſelf. He falls down, 
as a moſt unworthy Wreich, at the Foot of inf- 
nitely free Grace. - N 
* Ther, I cannot but think, it is the current Der- 
trine of Scripture, and I am ſure, it is one of the 
Hirt Principles which the Light of Nature teaches— 
That the moſt high GOD muſt neceſſarily love 
Righteouſneſs, and take pleaſure in the Righteous. 
Asp. If, what is called, the Light of Nature was 
to publiſh a Goſpel, I believe, it would be formed 
upon your Plan. It would beſtow Favour only 
f >: 15 55 


* 


-* P/al. xv. 4. DD y M23. - I cannot ſay, that [ 
admire the Bible Tranſlation of this Clauſe : In whoſt 
yes the vile Perſon is contemptible. Methinks, it does not 
ſavour of the tender and benign Spirit of our Religion, 
which teaches Us to honour all Men; to deſpiſe no one's 
Peron, but only to deteſt the JYichedne/s of the Wicked. 
Should the Senſe Fhave oppoſed, have its Weight; the 
Senſe L have preferred, is incomparably aveightier. . If, to 
deſpiſe the Vile, is a religious Act; to think mean!) of 
Ourſelves, is a much more advanced, and a far more dif. 
ficult Inſtance. ef true Religion. This is to copy one of 
the higheſt Patterns of human Excellence; who, not. 
withſtandin 8 his very ſuperior , Attammen ts, ' accounted 
Fimfelf fs than ihe leaft of all Saints; nay, the very chief 


of Sinners. 


and Miſery “. | 
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on the Innocent, the Pirtuous, and the Holy, —But 
the Goſpel of CHRIST runs in a very different 
Strain. Phis brings Pardon for the Condemned, 
and Bleflings for the Accurſed. This is Health 
to the Sick, and Recovery to the Ruined. The 
LORD hath anointed me, ſaith its divine A U- 


THOR, to preach good Tidings to the Meek ; to the 


Poor, the Afflicted, the Miſerable.— He hath ſent 


me to bind up the Broken-hearted; whoſe Miſery is 
ſo great, that it ſeems to admit of no Relief; but 


is plunging them in Deſpair, and even breaking 
their Hearts—to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, the 
wretched Captives of Sin, and Death, and Hell— 
and the Opening of the Priſon to them that are bound ; 
bound in the Chains of Ignorance, Impotence, 


As 


IIa. xi. 1. Upon this Paſſage of 1/aiah I would 


beg Leave to obſerve ; That the Word Meek ſeems not to 
anſwer or convey the Prophet's Idea. By the Meet, We 
are inclined to think of Perſons, endued with that pla- 
cid and quiet Spirit; which is, in the Sight of GOD, 
of preat Price. This might aiſcourage many People, 
who know themſelves to be deſtitute of ſuch a gracious 
Habit. This might lead Others to ſuſpe&, that ſome 
amiable Diſpoſition is previouſly neceſſary, in order to re- 


ceive the Beneſits of redeeming Grace. Which is a very 


miſtaken, and will prove a moſt forbidding Notion. 
The Original E>Ny fignifies, in this Place, The A 
ficted; not thoſe who are beautified with Meekneſs, but 
thoſe. who are oppreſſed with Miſery; ſpiritual Miſery 
eſpecially; not excepting even thoſe, who are Slaves to. 
their own unruly Paſſions.— The Word y, from which 
IVY is derived, expreſſes that bitter Bondage and grie- 
vous Oppreſſion, under which the //razhztes groaned in 
Er98h © See Prod ii pe ESO I get ate 
The whole Paragraph is a Deſcriptzon of extreme 
Wretchedneſs. What can be more diſtreſſed 3 the 
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As Lam myſelf a moſt unworthy Sinner, You muſt. 
not be diſpleaſed, if I eſpouſe the Cauſe of ſuch un- 
happy Creatures. Yet, though a Friend of Sinners, | 
Lam no Enemy to the Righteous. I entirely agree 
with my Theron, that the moſt High GON neceſ- 
ſarily loves Righteouſneſs, Only I want to be in- 
formed, . bere this excellent and lovely Quality is 
to be found ?—Not among the Gentiles. They have 
ſwerved from the Dictates of natural Conſcience. — 3 
Not among the Fews. They have broke the holy I Win 
Commandment delivered on Mount Sinai. Not 
among Chriſtians. For, if GOD ſhould enter into 
Judgment with Us, We could not anſwer Him one 
of a Thouſand. —lIn the Kingdom of Athiopia, or 
in the Country of the Moors, where will You find 
the native Whites ? 
|» The SAVIOUR of the World, who over- 
Fraun nothing valuable, not ſo much as the Wi- 
dow's Mite, ſaw none among the Race of Adam, 
that were entitled to the Character of Righteous. 
He who gave Himſelf a. Ranſom for all, makes no 
Application to ſuch Perſons “. They lay quite 
beyond the Line of his Commiſſion. —Why ? Be- 
cauſe He had a Quarrel with real Godlineſs? Be- 
_ cauſe He. ſullenly diſeſſaemed perſonal Goodneſs? 
Or" was anale to Ads the 8 of in- 
| herent 


a Man, whoſe outward Siemen are impoveriſhed and 
ruined; whoſe Spirit is broken under the Weight of his 
Calamities: who is taken Captive by. the Enemy, is 
thrown into a Dungeon, and loaded 2 Irons This is 
the Prophet's Repreſentation ; this is the Picture of un- 
converted Sinners; and to theſe, 20 theſe CHRIST 
FE SUS'is Ranſom, a Deliverer, a Portion. 
Matt. ix. 13. I came not to call the Righteous, but vine 
ners to — | | | | 
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berent Virtue ?—No verily. But becauſe He knew, 
that, amiable as theſe Qualifications are, they have 


no Exiſtence in the human Heart; till the Sinner, 


reconeiled by his Death, be ſandified alſo FUE his 
SPIRIT. 

You remember, e that „ is 
wer, which the Spartans returned to a threatening 
Embaſſy, fent by Philip the formidable King of 
Macedon. Nothing could be more conciſe ; and, 
I think; nothing was ever more e ſpiticed and fig- 
nificant. - 

Ther. Philip gave þ Ws to underſtand by. bis Am- 
baſſadors; <* That, if He entered their Territories, | 
« He —_ burn their Towns; put the Inhabi- 
« tants to the Sword; and ſpread Deſtruction, 


e where-ever He os OR ne To which inſolent 
and cruel Menace, the brave Lacedæmonians made 


no other Reply, than—IF. | 
Is this the Story, to which You refer? 
Aſp. The very ſame, —Andwhen you are (| peaking 


of human Righteouſneſs, as the Cauſe of our Accept- 


ance with the eternal G O D, I would borrow the 
Language of a Spartan. IF, ſhall be my Reply.— 
If, ſecluſive of the Obedience, and independent on 
the SPIRIT of CHRIST, You can furniſh 
Yourſelf with this Endowment : Or, if You can 
carry your Righteouſneſs to that Perfection, which 
may equal the Purity of the Law, and comport with 
the Majeſty of the LAW GIVE R: then truſt in 
it; let it be the Ground of your Confidence; and 
ek no better Foundation. 
But whoever ſhall, in this Manner, ſeek for his 
Recommendation to the Favour of GOD; will 
at like the miſtaken Comma; in Horace: Who, 


3 deing 
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being unable to ford the. River, took up a Reſolu- 
| e to Se tin e pong een was n run by: 


dN 4 2 "2 « 
— mm ee N 3 alle. 


_ Labiter, & labetur i in omne volubili Au *. 


Der. Here, I fanſy, We muſt take leave of your 
Countryman. If He adheres to his Reſolution, We 
ſhall find Him in the very ſame Situation, when 


| Breakfaſt is over; and may reſume, our Subject, 
jaft where it is diſcontinued. 


aus Man, defif: Such flaring PEA . 4 
Il flows, and flows, and will for. ever flow. 
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4 0 me, who have ſpent the ds 
Part of the Winter in Town, theſe 
> Scenes of the Country are inexpreffibly 
pleaſing. Take, who will, the gilde 
Saloon, and the ſilken S988 ſo 
long as I can ſhelter myſelf under the Canopy of 
' ſuch a ſpreading Beech, and uſe one of its coarſe, 
CI Roots for my Seat. 
Tis true, We fee no longer thoſe. ſplendid Bro- 
A, and elegant Toupees, which diſtinguiſh the 
Park and the Mall.—But we have, full in our View, 
a Multitude of honeſt Ruſtics ; purſuing their chear- 
ful Labours in yonder Mfrodeiy. Some, mowing 
the luxuriant Herbage. Some, ſpreading it to the 
Sun, or raiſing it into regular Cocks. Others, 
| loading their Waggons with the Hay, or clearing the 
A- Ground with their Rakes. The Ground, cleared 
of its ſoft Incumbrance, appears freſh and green, 
like another Spring. While the Exhalations of the 
tedded Graſs, floating i in akt, give a rural Per- 
2 8 | fume 


— 


fume to the Gale.— And Which, my Aſpaſio, which 
are the moſt. valuable Objects? The little Labourer: 
of the Hive, that enrich themſelves and regale their 
Maſters? Or che gay Flutterers of the Garden, whoſe 
whole Life is nothing but Sport; and _ * 
Cha acter is, to be ifiſignificantly pretty 

Aſp. J underſtand you, Theron, and * the 82. 
tisfaction to agree with Vou.—In this Retirement, 
We hear none of the wanton and corrupting Airs 
of the Opera; no, nor the majeſtic and ennobling 
Melody of the Oratorio x. But We have a Band of 
— ſtationed in the Grove; and a Concert of 
native Harmony, warbling from the Boughs. We 
are entertained with the Muſic, which ed the 
human Ear, long before Jubal found out his In- 
ſtruments ; and Thouſands of Years before Handel 
compoſed his Notes. The Bullfinch, and a Multi- 
tude of little tuneful Throats, ſtrike the Key. The 
Thruſh below, and the Sky- lark re ſponſive from 
above, diverſiſy and exalt the Strain. The Black- 

bird, ſome what like the folemn Organ, with Notes 
8 yes and eee age crowns 
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Character, and expreſſes the real T'endency, of the Ora- 
rorio. Nevertheleſs. it may not beam; proper to obſerve; 
that if We carry a trifling or irreltigious Spirit to the E 
tertainment ; if We attend to the muſical Airs, but di 
regard thoſe 7 Truths, which enter into the — 
jon h a Behaviour will be little better than a 
10 ps. I fear, it Will be one Species 
0 : atd-yloridus 2 ade vain. 
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afford the ſublimeſt Pleaſure, 'af6'exhibited- gti: 
While chöſe, which enervate tlie Mind, and de- 
bauch the AﬀeQions," miſt" be dearly Purchaſe 
Every one cannot gain A 


beauteous Exhibitions of 
Podvliohs öf Autumn. All may 
Machinery ef Nature, arid: the Wonders or 
tiow/ Tn 3 thor wy gs 
it, Without" ny of the” Guilt; or 
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p. Have you any Objection, Theron," to theſe 
Gifts of Nature; becauſe; they are neither purchaſed 


by your Money, nor produced: by your own Toit?” 


Fler. But who can ever expect to obtain Pardon; 
and Peace, and eternal Salvation, at ſo cheap a 
Rite > It ſeems to be all Detufion; af. 
. 4 p. ' 89 cheay Then You would pay Noche 
perceive, by way of Price. But give ihe! leave 
S What Price did you pay to G0 D your 
MA K ER, for faſhioning Vou in your Mother's 
Womb? What Prire have you paid to G0 
wur PRE SERVER, for upholding Lou ever 
es You was born? C OT char Price de You' think 
fpaying'ts GOD the ſupreme PROPRIEK TOR, 
e Ground, on which You tread ; for the Air; 
ick Lü breathe f for the Liphe, by which. You 
ſee? Juſt the ſame Price muſt You advance to G 
0 "SAVIOUR, for all his juſtifying Merits: 
Both he and 250% proceed from the fame” B E 
NEFAC OR. : They are all abſdlutely neceſſary, 
ther for the Welfare of the Body, or the Happineſs 
of the Soul. And they are all vouchſafed on the ſame 


Terms; of Lan in the fame Way of Sovereign 


Bounty, For thus faith the Prophet; 5 Hit Going 
frth, in the Diſpenſatian of the Goſpel, ir prepared 
& the Morning CHRIS, with all his precious 
Privilep ” ball come unto Us as the Rain*,—As'freely, 
25 1 ght ſhines, or the Showers fall. However, 

N pt, fabetter Way, 


rf Ther. „Some, You may obſerve, expect | 
on account of their iu Huf Behaviour: "They live 
only. They de nn harms, to.their Neighbours. 
3 They 
eee SE wg. 
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2 vr. In this Particular, G aße, your Sentjmignts 
geile But I would add Morality to Civility;, the 
virtuous to the inoffenſiye Cenverſation. And if We 
not e do Evil, hut learn to do well; 1 ff 


ue uſe ſe. Tymperance, exerciſe Charity, and keep all 


mmandments to the bef of our Power, 8 "ot 


toy a ſufficient] E oundation for our Hope? 


Les, Theron; if, as you add Morality On 


G1 r 700 add Perfection to both. Otherwiſe you 


wult be ranked, not among the Claimants, but 
among the Delinquents. Fou have no Tief to a 
Reward, but ſtand in need of Pardon 
It i is a Principle of Juſtice, founded on the „ | 
able Conſtitution of Things, That the Debtor be 
zequitted, when He has paid the Debt. But ſuppo- 
ſing Him, inſtead of Gold to bring Iron; inſtead of 
Talents to return Pence; inſtead of defraying, to 
inereaſe the Score ay; can He then ee 
æpect, or legaliy.chim en 385 
Wich reſpect to ſuch an Obedience, We ans oof | 
dur Verdict in the figurative, but very expreſſiye 
Language of Haiab: Dh. Bed is ſborter, than that a 
Man can firetch Himſelf on it; and the Covering nur. 
rower, than that He can wrap Himſelf init. It can 
neither give Reſt to the alar Conſcience, nor 
8 50 5 the guilty Soul: If, We have. 
to pl ee eee 
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prey to Rls Divine MAJESTY ; and regularly 
- attend on his public Worſnip. Here now, are ſo- 
ial Accompliſhments and maralViewurh, completed 
"mp the Performance of religious Duties. 
A. Completed .I fear, that Expreſſion will 
| ſoarcely abide the Teſt of a ſingle Query. Have You 
then performed all your Duties, with that ardent 
Love of GOD; and Aundieided View en bin lor? 
With that aden 80 ratitude to the bleſſed FESUS, 
| and that-child-like Dependence on his SPIRIT? 
Which the Nature of Things requires, and the 
> Lerne of Truth enjoin ?—lf not; your Duties, 
be they moral, or religious, or both, -are far from 
being complete. Nay; they are utterly defectiye; 
aud, for that Reaſon, abſolutely inſufficient for your 
Juſtification. They are clipped or ſophiſticated Coin, 
And will that be current in the World of Glory! 
| 6: Der. Allowing them to be defective, they are at 
leaſt forcere. | And though not free from ali Alloy, 
Jet if they bear the Image and Superſeription of In- 
__ *grity, why ſhould they be rejected, as < reprobate 
Silver 1 Why madd e e eu 
Teney, Vou mention? 
Af. Alas "ſays: 2 e and 4dmire 
Writer — The Imperfectzons of our beſt Service 
<< daily forfeit the Bleſſings of Time. How impoſ- 
L ſible then is it, that the Sincerity of them, amidf 
*'fo many Frailties and Defekts, ſhould parc 
4 the Glories of Bleruty s F 
© Ther. "Be your Wider Coerde judicious; 1 keiten 
front Him with Others, equally capable of judging 
1 oppoſite in Opinion. What fays 
8 wiſe A DOI * Sueceſſor of Moſes, and 
| 5 e 
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Ab V ow have quoted the Charges, Seen by 
the Servant; be pleaſed to recollect 
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in godly Sincerity 1. 


neſs of thy Heart, de Nan go 


got given to · the Iraclites, as the Reward of. their 
own, either out ward Obedience, or inwatd Sincerit 
Much leſs can We expect the Ki. gde 
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eiled to GOD, and made Heirs of his King 
How? By Grate; "through "Faith *. Grace, like 1 


E FESUS aus goed Mr. We are 


We haue performed them, but that We may perform 


65 St. Punt will allotv it ne uch Office, a 

for which-ny Tias is pleading.” wy Frare 2 4 
the Apoſtle. Le are delivered from Wr 
om. 


magnificent Sovereign, from the Riches of his own 
Bounty, and without any Reſpect to human Wor- 
tines, confers the glorious Gift. Faith, like an 

indigent Petitioner,” with an empty Hand, Can | 
mae Treteges 0: pen Deſeft, Wund 


* 
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Bock Grdee and F ith Rand in dired Oppoſition 


to Works; Works whatever. "Whither" the be 


ciſes of the Heart, or Actions of the Life; 5 A 
State of Nature, or done under the Influences of the 
SPIRIT; they are all, and every of them, 'tqually 


tr ale in this great Aﬀeit. bai ABALS; 64 


Der. Whence does it appear, that” the Bin or 
Exclaſion”1 Is n -extenſive; or rather 2 . 
limite? 3 W 1 18 f 84 8 ye * 
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901 Fram che Caution ſuggeſted · Leſt any Man fhoul! 
boch. That all Prętence of Glorying may be eut 
-oft from Man. Cut off ſrom Gemilt, from eto, 

f Man ; without any Exception, or any Dif- 
Aertnce Which could nat be effected, if either 
moral Virtues, or Moſaie Ceremonies, or evangeli- 

Duties, were admitted to bear a Part in juſtiſy- 
ding gin ners. Leſt any Man ſbenſd boaſt: that the 

_ | hole Honour of obtaining Salvation, may be ap- 
1 EM; Who zd not hin Nuce fun 

Gbame and Spitting. And is He not worthy; infi- 
mitely worthy, to receive this unriraled Honour, as 

a Recompence for bis par | 7.8 

WELL . All our good V Oxks, 

| xommended- CURES 2. — fo ga 

Juſtification, only through his Merits. So that We 
- till depend upon the REDEEMER. And, by 
this means, pay Him the higheſt Honour. 

2 Depend upon the REDEEMER! No, 

m dear Tau act like the Perſons, de- 
ſceribed by Iſaiah; We bel vr exo ee, ond 
— N Whereas, Faith addreſſes. elf to 
CHRIST, in the very Reverſe of this Language; 

. Thou boſt Chathing,. be Thow anr\ Ruler, and let ibis 

uin be unden thy Hand f. Tin thins; tis thine 

Klone, to rieve our deſperate Affairs, and con- 

; Ritute. Us-xighteous before O Arn A ien 20 


„den In T. tola Hamdi Nen 122 1 8127200 "ol 


; a rec be ; 
* 7 n Fuze Arn n 


Depend upon the REDEEMERI No, Ws 
bey upon your own. pious Adts, and moral Qual 


% . IN 25 are) | * | 
s , * * FOX $f 4 l +4 f 2 , III : 4 £3f 7 I : * 8 4 
WS : 9 A o 1 E 
| FR 2 dat 


gd : 172 


OY . „Lal. ! iv. 5 © <4 tk. i, 6. 


wo 


f They diſtinguiſh 
from the ſordid Wretch and execrable Villain; juſt 


=# . 7 } 
Wy * Fe | wes. M7 © 1 3 1 


TH 4 
4 94 £1 153 $ r * Lon 5 


OY 
M7 


DIALOGUE wu. 325 


end While the Office, conſigned over tb the 

Divine 7ESUs, is nothing more than to be (as 
it were) Aaſter of the. Ceremoniet. He has the Cre- 
dit of introducing your fine Accompliſhments, with 
a kind of graceful Air. But is this an Office faited 
to his incomparable Dignity? Was it for this, that 
He bowed the Heavens, and partook of our Na- 
ture? Was it for this, that He became ſubject to 
the Law, and obedient unto Death ? Only for this, 
that He might uſher in our own Endowments, with 
Plume and a Scarf ?—Surely, Theron, Vou can 
never entertain ſuch low Thoughts of 1 


60D, and his mediatorial Undertaking.” ». | : 
we: "Ther. Neither can I entertain ſuch 10 and i- 
Thoughts of our own virtuous Attainments. 
Perſons of Eminence and Worth, 


as the noble Faculty of p diflinguiſhes the 
Man from the Brute. 

A. To deny good Works Tas Merit of jultikying 
Vs, is very different from vilifying them. Vou are 
going to build a new Houſe, Theron. Pray, do Vou 


intend to hew your e pov N 
e ce TBE. F nen 


Ther. No, eee d e e 


Ap Becauſe You don't think thoſe feeble Shoots 


proper, to form the Beams, and fupport the Roof, 
of your intended Edifice; do You, therefore, flight 
them, depreciate them, or diſallow their Uſefulneſs? 
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jultifis > No ich Thing is 4 2 Cho 1 
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by® any Deeds of theilt on When it — 
wholly: ts GOD's-rich*forbearing Mercy, that they 
have: not, eee Hell: 
_ 6wing wholly to GOD free preventing Grate; 
chat they — an nen, SR 
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Von Wout — pMlaing „ 
: cenezonany Thing f your own nay, Vou would 
be Yourſelf i in your own Sight o. Af they wrre 
nur then your very Repentande falls tort} and is 
8 e fepetited of. Ae 18 40 if" O eme e Prife- 
1 It is, 1 1 may co t e e Nephere ophet's 
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ak wittidurs Flaw; 5 muff 8 ee 
ab of, OR replied do the ybung Ruler; O 
Thing thou lag. In all theſe Acts of Humiliation, 
Vou have only taken Shame te Yourſelf; Whereas, 
| a Righteodfneſs3s wanting, lich naghify 
Lau, and make " 4 


zor be, at once, e BOD 60 V e io 
And if You can find this Righteouſneſs, either in 
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| be Dag or in the Height abeves in aon Perla or 
afiour LOAD 15 818 CHRIST, 1 rea 
_ whatever, Ehave advanced. 7 om mo; 

„Ther. A Preacher, and an Athers bave lately af | 


furl Us; 1 OR 


« everlaſting — bi on — 
mp! Aſſertion, and adhere. ta my en That 
r-own Datics eſpecially when accompanied with 
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Life eternal. e en anne 
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Von refer, | But I can hardly grant it the venerable 
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is all not ſaue ut, is their fixed Reſolution. They, 
1 look, not to their ow,n Tears or Humiliatien; not 
to their on Duties or Grades; but they not finthe 
Mercy ef our epi JESUS BUR Tile: wy. 
ee OO e bee 
Ther. | Inv 7 mould be 3 rn aly. - 
ayall [Rewards as the inconceivable Glories of Hed. 
ven, on Account of our own Duties : Net, to ſets. 
mem whollyaſide:; to allow them s Inſluenes at alla 
not ſo much as the legt Co-operation, in turning th 
Scale ; this is an Exceſs on the other Hand, Af he 
2 is eee, the latter rough. was 
| Gela Oxford, viewing one Sides 8 N 
out, with Rapture; Surely, Lam in Hel. A 
is ſo graceful and delicate! Viewing the other 
Side, He acknowledged: with Regret; I am cer 
« tainly/in, Englamd. All is ſo coarſe and heavy : 
When I ſee the New. Teſtament in every one's 
Hand, and read the Articles of our public Faith, I 
am ready to fanſy myſelf in one of the pure refarmed 
Churches. I But when J hear the Diſcourſe of. ſes - - 
nous People, and N ert Sentiments, I am 

take. Lennon but ima- 
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Af. Becauſe they,. like the. Gem — | 


Chriſtians, conſidered the Work e ted 
f .CHRIST,. as too weak or ſcanty a Bottom, 
whereon to ſtand before GOD. T they: ſuſpeted. 
it, as a Man would ſuſpect the Propoſal; to venture 
Himſelf on the Waves of the Ou, in «:Beilyt of 
Vor. F 3 | POR. 
. 5 | ® Jude 21. e * : 
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Ruſhes. They could' not bear to think, that all 


1 their Duties, Services, and Performances of the 
Law, ſhould be utterly, ſet at nought. Should have 


no Influence at all, in turning the Scale — But does 


the Apoſtle approve their Saying ? No; 3; He declares, 
 thke-them HPay was. err Folly. - c 
You are pleaſed to mention N A Word, 
XY Ido not thoroughly underſtand. Neither is 
it of much Significancy, to enter upon the Diſqui- 
| mae of an obnoxious Term, I would only main- 
m; That, on Us umrorth) Sinners, Whatever is 
beſtewes by the righteous' G0 D; is beſtowed, 
not 45 4 Debt“ to Our Works, but as the een 
of pure Grace. And if this be Fanaticiſm, 1 plead 
guilty to the Char, 1 glory i in my Shame. 
Der. I think, it is s ſaſkciently of Grace; if We 
acknowledge good Works, to be wrought by the 
Afﬀiſtance of the Divine SPIRIT; and then ad- 


mitted, together with our SAVIOUR'S Merits, d 


| ay a Recommendation to the divine Favour. 
Ad. The Pharijee could make his Acknowledge- 
ments, for che divine Aſſiſtance. GOD, I thank 
Thee, was his Language. Yet, t this did mot exempt 
Him from the Charge of Pride, nor ſecure Him from 
the Sin of Bogſfing.— Beſides; 3 if good Works are 
wrought by the Operation of the Divine SP TRIT, } 
they draw a Bill upon our Gratitude,” not upon the 
Bank of Medien” They render Us the obliged, not 
__thEdeſerving.Party.. . m neee, is 
; es . e 48748 . . unt 
q A tot is, ins ak e 
bee Bur, Perhaps Jargon, rd: Oy wn not, 
E e without their ropriety in thisP lace. tney tend to 
ſew the Genius of Hat Doctrine pon woold ranged 
ſuch n Ideas. 8 
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errant Popery a, 4, however it may lurk under a Veil 
of Proteſtantiſm. es; | 
| You bring to my Mind a memorable Story. Two 
| Perſons were traveling together, in the Defarts of | 
Arabia. The one utterly unarmed; the Other wore 
a Sword, and carried a Muſket. "As the Place was 
exceedingly dangerous, the latter,  folicitous for 
the Safety of his Companion, makes Him a Preſent 
of his Fire- arms. Which was no ſooner done, than 
a Lion eſpies them, and advances fiercely towards 
them. The foremoſt diſcharges his Piece, and 
wounds their horrid Aggreſfor. The Wound, nei- 
ther Killing, nor diſabling, only enrages the Non 
ſter. He ſeizes the unfortunate Markſman, oy is 
upon the Point to tear Him Limb from Limb. 
Fellow⸗ traveler flies to his Succour ran ins up 
the Carbine, which dropt from the other's Hand; 
and fells the ravenous Beaft to the Ground. Then, 
drawing his Sword, ſtabs him m to the Heart, and 
reſcues his Friend. | 
The Lion thus ſlain, they 8 5 off the Skin. 
Which, He who ſlew the lordly Savage, claims as 
his own. „ No, ſays his grateful Friend, as You 
did Part of the Execution with my Weapon, I 
<« inſiſt upon Half of the ſhaggy Spoil. I expe 
l Satisfaction likewiſe for the Loſs of my Piece, 
6 « which, u broke i in the Encounter. a ob⸗ 


* God PIN 8 A: | Chanipion, f. forthe: Church of 
Pe, are Mercatura Regni cceleftis, he Price We pay, or 
the Commodity We barter, for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Another Zealot of the ſame Cominunion declares | Cœ- 
lum gratis non accipiam, Ir ſpall never be ſaid, that I re. 
ceive Eternal Life, merely as a Matter of Aims. —So ſpeaks 
c TM 9 be G 0 2 We have n nor ſo learned 


"A 


#-.-4 


* 
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tain both, He commences. a Law-ſuit againſt that 
generous Aſſociate, who not only gabe Him the 
Weapon, but feved , the, Proſecutor, Froms, cherer 
Jaws, of Deſtruction. ! 


330 81. 


Ther. Truly, i if I had been J 1 1 ould, wWith- 


| out any Heſitation, have determined ſuch a Cauſe. 
Inflead of Cofts. and Damages for my Plaintiff, I 
| ſhould: have tranſmitted. the : difingenuous, ſhameleſs 
| Wretch to the Pillory. J 
A. believe, all the w orld would aophind: Jour 
$entence.—Only, be, pleaſed to remember, that the 
Procedure, on which You ſo juſtly, animadvert, is the 
very Picture of our exceſſiye Unreaſonableneſs; If 


We preſume to write ourſelves Creditors, and the 


Divine BEING: Debtor; becauſe, He has deli- 
vered Us from the Bondage of Corruption, and 
enabled Us to perform the Duties of Godlineſs *. 

Theron pauſed ; as ſomewhat ſtruck by the Repre- 
ſentation. After a ſhort Interval, Apa e 
the Diſcourſe,- 3 | 


Believe me, my dear Friend, b 0 a 


the Root and all its Branches, is entirely. of Grace, 


Or elſe believe n me, for the many cogent Teſtimonies 
of Scripture ; which moſt vcymhantialy, aſcertain 


this fundamental . 
Der. Pray, let me . What i is the exadt Men. 
ing of Grace 55 


45 The firſt andy pr 0 Meaning, ad wick 


I have all along had my Eye upon, in our preſent 
"Conference, is, The 'Favour and Kindne of GOD; 

infinitely rich, and infinitely free; entirely detached 
from all Suppoſition of human Wort," and abſo- 
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OT independent on any fuch Thing, as human 


Goodneſs.— This is the great Origin and Baſis of 


our Salvation. Not like a Fringe of Gold, border- 
ing the Garment; not like an Embroidery of Gold, 


decorating the Robe; but like the Mercy-Seat of 
the 3850 Tabernacle; which Was 9 — — pure 
Gold—all Gold throughout. 

Election is of Grace: Having prede Aland Us unto 


"us Adoption of Children, not on Account of human 
Worthineſs, but according to the good Pleaſure of his 


Will *,—Equally gratuitous is our effectual Voca- 


tim: GOD hath called Us with an haly Calli ng, not 


according to our Works, but accor ding'to his Purpoſe and 
Grace +.—Faith, with all its precious Fruits, is 


owing to the ſame Cauſe : He helped them muchg 
who believed through Grace F.—From hence ſprings 
Fuſtification, together irn all its attendant Privi- 
leges: Being juſtiſied freely by his Grace . This is 


the Origin of Regeneration, and every living Prin- 
ciple of Godlineſs: Of hit own Will begat He Us Fi 
7 


oy Wore LE Prius $ —The cena of Bli 


10 157 | OY Y | flows | 
DIY TT 2 Tim. i. 9. 1 Adds x xviii. 27. = 
l. 24 Abpꝛas Th avis xaph. One of theſe Words 


ke have ſerved, to convey the Apoſtle's Meaning. 
But, He doubles. wg: Aſſertion; in order to give Us the 
bent Conviction of the Truth, and to impreſs Us with a 

nl pf ts per eculiar Importance: FREELY, BY HIS GRACE. 
ls it'poffible to find out a Form of peech, that ſhould 
more abſolutely exclude all Conſideration of our own 


Works and Obedience? Or that ſhould more emphatically 


aſcribe the Whole of our . to free, uninflus 
enced, fovereign Goodneſs ?—To find an Expreſſion, 


more forcible for the Purpoſe, will puzzle Invention itſelf. 


But 7575 Expreſſion We find uſed, again and again, by the 
acrec Writer, H dpi L xapil, Rom. Ve 9 An apileg. . 
% bofras, Nom. v. 17 | 

= $ Jam. i. i8, 


% 
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tain both, He commences a Law-ſuit againſt that 
- generous Aſſociate, who' not only gabe Him the 
Weapon, but ſaved the Profecutar, "Is Hglrery 
Jaws, of Deſtruction. 3 d 
: Der. Truly, if I had been J Wag I mould, With- 
ps any Heſitation, have determined ſuch a Cauſe. 
nſtead of Coffs. and Damages. for my Plaintiff, I 
ſhould have tranſmitted, the : difingennous, ſhameleſs 
Wretch to the Pillor y. | 
| A. 1 believe, all the w orld would applaud: Your 
Sentence Only be pleaſed to remember, that the 
Procedure, on which You fo juſtly animadyert, is the 
very Picture of our exceſſiye Unreaſonableneſs; If 
We preſume to write ourſelves Creditors, and the 
Divine BE ING. Debtor; becauſe, He has deli- 
vered Vs from the Bondage of Corruption, and 
enabled Us to perform the Duties of Godlineſs *.. 
Theron pauſed as ſomewhat ſtruck. by the Repre- 
ſentation- After a ſhort Interval, Me e 
the Diſcourſe,- e 
Believe me, my dear Friend, Salvation, 6 in 
the Root and all its Branches, is entirely of Grace, 
Or. elſe believe me, for the many- cogent Teſtimonies 
of Scripture ; which moſt een aſcertain 
this fundamental Truth. | 
Der. Pray, let me aſk, What i is the exact Mean- 
ing of Grace 9 1443 
| . The firſt "A ee Meaning; ad bel 
1 have all along had my Eye upon, in our preſent 
Conference, is, The Favour and Kindueſ of GOD; 
infinitely rich, and infinitely free; entirely detached 
8 . e ol Nanu a Worth, and eh 
my | OG üte * 
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ately independent on any fuch Thing, as human 


Goodneſs, —This is the great Origin and Baſis of 


our Salvation. Not like a Fringe of Gold, border- 


ing the Garment; not like an Embroidery of Gold, 


decorating the Robe; but like the Mercy-Seat of 
the adden Tabernacle; which WAY Gola - — — pure 
Gold—all Gold throughout. | | 


Election is of Grace: Havi ng predeſti nated Us unto 


ab Adoption of Children, not on Account of hyman 
Worthineſs, but according to the good Pleaſure of bis 
Will *,—Equally gratuitous is our effectual Yocg- 
tion: GOD hath called Us with an holy Calli ng, not 
according to our Works, but according vs his Purpoſe and 
Grace f. Faith, with all its precious Fruits, is 


owing to the fame Cauſe: He helped them much, 


who believed through Grace 1. From hence ſprings 


Fuftification, together with all its attendant Privi- 


leges: Being juſtified freely by his Grace . This is 
the Origin of Regeneration, and every living Prin- 


ciple of Godlinefs : Of his own Will begat He Us by 
the i 7 155 ruth 1 el Conflimmiation of Bliſs 


%% 8 « i | _flows 


* Eph. i. 6. + & Tim. i. 9. 1 Adds xviii. 27. 

* Nom. iii. 24. ' Awpez Th avls yaph. One of theſe Words 
INE have ſerved, to convey the Apoſtle's Meaning. 
But, He doubles. his Aſſertion; in order to give Us the 
lleſt Conviction of the Truth, and to impreſs Us with a 
Senſe of its eculiar Importance FAEELY, BY HIS GRACE» 
Ils it'poffible to find out a Form of . that ſhould 
more ab/o/utely exclude all Conſideration of our own 


Works and Obedience? Or that ſhould more emphatically 


aſcribe the Whole of our 8 to free, uninflu- 
enced, fovereign Goodneſs ?—To find an Expreſſion, 
more forcible for the Purpoſe, will puzzle Invention itſelf. 
But (4zs Expreſſion We find, uſed, "Tay and again, by the 
acrec Writer, H dupec 85 xapil, R om. V. 1 3s Tus apileg. . 
K; T1; baftas, Rom. > a _ 

$ Jam. i. 18, 


* 


* 


| 

| 

| ; 
| 

8 


— 


the Goſpel. 
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flows from the ſame all-ſupplying Source: The Gift 


of GOD is ternal Life * It is, in every Reſpect, 
a Gift; not only without, but contrary to, all De- 
ſert of ours.—So that the Foundation is laid in the 
Riches of Grace: the Superſtructure is reared by 


the Hand of Grace: and when the Top-ſtone is 


brought forth, when our F elicity is completed in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, the everl aſting Acclama- 
tion will be, Grace, Grace unto it +1 

This is that glorious Goſpel, which human 3 


ing could never have diſcovered; which carnal Rea- 
ſon cannot underſtand ; which the Envy of the De- 
vil, and the Pride of Man, will always oppoſe. But 


which, to the poor convinced Sinner, is the very 
Perfection of Wiſdom. Eſteemed, as the Joy of his 
Heart; embraced, as the Rock of his Hopes. 


Der. What ſay Vou to the Opinion, which Oura- 


nius ſo ſtrenuouſſy maintains? That We are juſtified 


not by the Merits of CHRIST imputed to Us, but 


by CHRIST himſelf formed in our Hearts. And 
Ouranius is none of your proud or carnal People. 
His Writings are remarkable for their ſtrict Piety, 
and his Life is as exemplary as his Principles. 


Aſp. You know, Theron, I have nothing to do 


with the Perſons of Men, but with the Truths of 
Ouranius, though eminently devout, 


may be miſtaken. And, if this is his Way of 
Thinking, He quite miſapprehends the Doctrine 


of Grace. - 


What is written in the Oracles as Scripture? The 


- LORD 10 8 the W t. What is e 


in 
* "I vi. 23 M Which i is a more „ 
Word than Brio and conveys the Idea of res F avour. 


+ Zech. iv. 7. 1 Rom. iv. * 
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in the Maxim of Ouranius : 2 HE juſtHieth the Holy, 


the Heavenly, the Chriſt-liæe. Man is juſtified . 
by Faith *, ſays the Secretary of Heaven. He is 


juſtified Ww Works, ſays the Pen of Ouranius: only 


let them be Works of a ſuperior Order; ſuch as are 
internal, ſpiritual, and wrought by the Operation 
of CHRIST on the Soul.— According to this No- 
tion, every One is juſtified by his o-˖Z Love, his 
own Purity, his own Zeal. Whereas, an unerring 
Writer has moſt ſolemnly declared, That by. ons 
Man's Obedience Many, many Myriads of Sinners, 
even all the redeemed World, foul be made rigb- 
teous E 

This Nallet 1 think, is | Legal 355 1 in its s greateſt 
Subtilty, or higheſt Refinement. It diſannuls the 
Merit of CHRIST; it vacates all -Imputation ; and 


makes our Salvation to conſiſt wholly in the Work of 


Sanctification. Againſt which, if You remember, I 
entered my Proteſt, in one of our | firſt Conferences. 
And now having ventured to animadvert on the Te- 


nets of Others, it may reaſonably be expected, that 


I ſhould give an Account of my own Faith.—““ I 
am pardoned ; I am accepted before GOD; or 
« in other Words, I am juſtified; not becauſe 
© CHRIST has put his Laws into my Mind, but 
« ſhed his Blood for my Sins: not becauſe I myſelf 
4 am enabled to walk in all godly Converſation, but 
«© becauſe the LORD n has — all 


Wa Righteouſneſs as my Baring.” 2 


| "YA Tam for eint of the See The 
A OO is moſt eligible. This 4 1s: what ſound 
a T4. 4 32-4 Senſe, 


„„ + Rom . 1 | "26 
"IPA II, pag. 63. 4c . 
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enſe © approves, and the ſacred Syſtem authorizes. 
Wheſo believeth | on. me, ſays our LORD. in one 


Place, ſhall, not er oe, but ſhall haue everlaſting Life *. 


Blefea, adds, HE in another, ere they, who: do his 


| Commandments ; 3 that they may. have a Right to the Tre: 
of Lie; and may enter * e, the Gates, into * 
Ci 

eh to ſchels Texts of ge 1 . 
den reject our RE DE EME R's Merits, nor 
repudiate good Works. As this ſhady Tree, and 
theſe cooling Breezes, unite their Properties, to ren- 
der our Situation agreeable ; ſo; thoſe two. Cauſes, 
acting in Conjunction, exalt Us to the Favour of 
| GOD, and conſtitute Us Heirs of Heaven.—G OD 
himſelf has joined chem. And I muſt urge my Re- 
monſtrance i in our L ORD's own. Words, What 
GOD hath. joined together, let not Man put aſunder. 

- Aſp. Would You then make Impotence itſelf à Co- 
adjutor with Omnipatenc 
Sinner? Does this exalt the SAVIOUR:?—No: 
it is'a moſt injurious Infringement. of his,mediatorial 


Dignity, Inſtead of excluding, it evidently. intro- 


| duces Boaſting: In conſequence of ſuch à Scheme, 
it would be ſajd by the Inhabitants of: the heavenly 
| World; 360 Thanks to our bleſſed REDEEMER 
< for this Happineſs ! Yet not to Him only, but to 
« our own Righteouſneſs enn 


Can Vou imagine, that eienr CHRIST, 


is inſufficient to accompliſh our Juſtification? Muſt its 
Efficacy be reinforced by the Acceſſion of our Works:? 
And what are theſe Works of ours? That they 
f ſhould enhanee the Value, the immenſe Value, of 
our R SDREMER'S 8 Alain, Co pg 2007 mM- 


a 6 9 


. 7 $3: * John i iti. 1 18. | Rev. xxii, . 


Does this humble the 
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baren Things. Eaten by the Worms of Self-ſeeking 81 


Belf-admiring, Self- love: Tarniſhed by a thouſand 
Vanities: Maimed' by ten thouſand Negligences.— 
To j join theſe in Commiffion, with our Divine MA- 
$TER's Righteouſnefs ; would be infinitely more 
dijerateful, than to tack the Beggar's Rag on the 


Monarch's Robe. Would be altogether as needleſs, 


as to dream of augmenting, the Sea, by the Drops 
of our Bucket. 1 

Der. Werm-catin ! What Reaſon have You ts 
repreſent our Acts of Obedience under this ſordid 
and ſhameful Image ? 


N Abb. 1 thought, You could hardly 8 this dit. 


paraging Expreſſion. It is ſomewhat like petty Trea- 

fon againſt the Dignity of Man. My Reaſons I muſt 

| Ir Laps to poſtpone, till ſome other Opportunity 
e 


rs.” Then, if You pleaſe, We will give. the 


Cauſe”! a full Heating. 


At preſent; to make amends for this vile Slander, 
I will ſuppoſe your Works to have no Defect; nay, 
to have all the Perfection, which You yourſelf could 
wiſh—Wilt You glory, on this Account? —You are 
too modeſt; I am ſure; to avow or patfonize ſuch 4a 
Practice. Vet, if we ſay or think, concerning any 
Attainments of our on, This is the Ground, on 
« which T expect to eſcape Condemnation, and in- 
c herit Life; We do, in the moſt genf ve, though | 
not in the At een Manner, * | x2; fy i 
| Or, 
Wh.” 1. 28 2 Julie & & Salutis of Materia & Objec-- 


tum. xawrorws Dude Apaſtolus . Nam ff Abraham. ex Ope- 


ribus Juftificatus en, EY a xauxnped, VirRIx 85 ©, What-_ 
ever is the Cauſe of Righteoufneſs and Salvation, is a 


real and proper Foundation for: Glorying. Therefore the 


Apoſtle acknowledges, 1” Abraham were failed by W orks, 
Be hath whereof to bor : Rom: 1 WB. > 
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Or, will Vou reckon, that theſe Services, becauſe 


faultleſs, are, in any Degree, meritorious ?. Let us 
hear our LORD's Deciſion. in the Caſe. ben ye 
Baue done not ſome only, but all thoſe Things which 
are commanged Lon. And where is the Man, or what 
is his Name, who, in any Nation or in 1 Age, 
has done all that is commanded ? 8 | 


"There Hull 7 find Him ; 1 10 me Bee? 
Shall I fee Glories. beaming from his Brow © 
* Or trace his Hooifleps by the ri ane Flaw rs 3 


Vet even in \ ſuch: a Caſe, if all this were performed, 
what ſhall We fey? Me are no hetter than unprofi- 
able Servants : WW have dine nothing ng more, than what 
was our indiſpenſible Duty to do * And have, on 


this Footing, juſt the ſame Chim. to Honours al 


Rewards, as the Negro Slave, after the Diſpatch of 


his daily Buſineſs, has upon my. Eſtate or the Wealth 


of an American Planter. 
Ther. But what ſay You to thoſe Pallages of 
Scripture, which I have quoted. You have given 
them a Hearing, but no Anſwer. They, I do inſiſt 
| upon it, expreſly Mert a Co- operation of CHRIST's 
erit, and of our own Works, in the Buſineſs of 
Salvation. By which Co-operation, the Law and 
the Goſpel are preſerved diſtinct. Each has its pro- 
per Office alerted, and to. ch. its proper Honour 
is aſſigned. 

Ap. 1 ſhould rather ſay; ; thay? your Co-opera- 
tion, the-Law and the Goſpel key confounded. 
1 Each } is diſhonoured; nay more, each is deſtroyed. 

Whey r Wie with a Back Ban. 
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what i 18 tbe Reſult i ? Ts either of the Colours heigh- 


tened, or either of them preſerved ?—If my Com- 
pariſon ſeems low or inadequate, let me borrow an 


Illuſtration from our great Philoſopher,” Newton. 
He ſomewhere mentions a fine Red, anda beautiful 


Azure; which, when mixed, produce no Colour 


at all. The Tranſparency' and the Glow, which 


each, in a State of Separation, poſſeſſed; are, upon 
their Coalition, loſt. Such would be the Effect of 


my Friend's unſcriptural Connection. 


Unſcriptural ! No, replies Theron. It is the very 
Language of Scripture. It is aſſerted in the Book 
of Reyelation; Bleſſed are they, that do his Command- 

ments.—True. But wherefore are they bleſſed ?— . 
Becauſe, the Obedience of Faith. is attended with 


2 real Bleſſedneſs on Earth. This Man fhall ve 


Med, in his Doing * not for, but in + his Per- 
formance of religious and moral Duties. —Becauſe, 


the Obedience of Faith demonſtrates our Title, to 


eternal Bleſſedneſs in Heaven. It is, though not 
the Purchaſe, 7 the Evidence of our * to the 
ee V 
8 P 7 * Jam. 1. 26. | CANS 

"ANN Wines. IN his. Doing. nr 
the Language of Scripture! Perfectly exact, amidſt. the 
greateſt Simplicity. It has all the 3 of Logic, 
without any of its Subtilty.—See another Inſtance of the 
lame Diſtinctneſs, on the very fame Subject, P/a/. xix. 
11. IN keeping of them there Id (not, for keeping the di- 
vine Commandments, there all be) great Reward. — 
Let us ſtudy and examine the ſacred Language; ſift its 
Expreſſions, and weigh their Import. 80 ſhall We be, 
as one of its inſpired Authors moſt emphatically ſpeaks, 
Deradderuercs ergog angst; Luftructed, not in the Groſs 
only, but with the nimoſt Eo 2 6 | 

2 
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re erg to the e ene of a Sinner! ?—The 
Scripture utterly difavows ſuch a Copartnerſhip. It 
"with. what our Homily expreſſes ; < Surely, there 
«<< can be no Work of any mortal Man (be He never 
'« fo holy) that ſhall be coupled in Merit with 
4 CHRIS T's moſt holy Act *. The Scripture 
J and invariably declares; that, in this greateſt 
of Tranſactions, CHRIST is not an Acceſſary, 
but the Principal ; 
Diotbn wnto You, Men and Brethren, that through this 
ittſtrious and exalted PERS ON +, is preached 
unto You the Forgiveneſs of Sins: and by Him all that 
believe are juſtified from. all Things —Through this 
PERSON; who, without any Partner or Co-ad- 
Jutor,' purged. our Sins.—By Him; not by Him, 


and our Works jointly; but by Kim ſolely. No 


other Action, no other Agent, concurring in any 
Degree. This was typefied by the High- Prieſt; 
WH, « on | the ſolemn Day of eee He went 

; mne 


e WW" on Good-F riday. 
+ As xiii. 38. Through this Man. —1 Pihink: the Word 
Man flattens the Period, and diminiſhes the Dignity of 
the Sentiment. It ſhould rather be left in the native and 
noble Ambiguity of the Original; J Tels, through this 
Peron. That the Reader's I magination may be per- 
mitted to work; and have Room to add, 'T his more than 
mortal, this ive Perſon 
There is the ſame improper ProthGotd be our Tranſla- 
tion, when the. Diſciples are repreſented as crying out ; 
Mat Manner of Man is this! The Greek is beautifully 
. indeterminate, @claro; dhe; What Manner of Perſon? Is 


He a Man? Or more than a Man? The Turn of Thought, 


ſeems to be like that ſine Compliment in Virgil; 
Nec Vox Hominem /onat ; O Dea cert? 7 


nay, that He is ALL. Be it 


into the 


Atonem 


Mings; * 


juſtified. 
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into the [Tabernacle alone ; and made the figurative 


Atonement, | without any Aſſociate *. From all 
Things 3. by H LM they are, wholly, as well as ſolely 


juſtified. 9 reed from every Charge, whether of 


Omiſſion or Commiſſion; and rendered, not in part 
only, but ene ar unde EO 


194 . 3 . —T7 HIM 83 : 
"AT L L ; our Deborrance 125 e None but HIM +. 


fupremely excellent JES US, as a partial Cauſe of 
our Juſkificatioh .—Whatwould be the Conſequence, 

if the Perſon, who is walking by yonderRiver, ſhould 
fix one Foot on the ſolid Bank, and. place e 
on the fluid Stream 

Mer. He muſt unavoidably fall. 

Asp. And what ſays our —unerring Inſtrudtor, to 
thoſe double- minded Galatians ; ; who could not be- 
lieve themſelves ſafe and complete, in the Merits of 
CHRIST alone : but muſt be ſecking ſome other 
Foundation, on which to repoſe , a Share at leaſt of 
their Confidence? He ſays; and they are awful 
Words; they call for my Theron's moſt ſerious Re- 
0 gard; Ye are fallen from Grace t, from the Truth 
and Purity of free fulfification.” 

f Let me entreat my Friend, to beware of this Error. 
d Ithink, i it is the prevailing Erfor of our Times; ; and 


is ſo much the more dangerous, becauſe it is ſomewhat 
2 ſpecious.— To pour Contempt upon the bleſſed FE- 

US, with the Libertines. and Deiſts, would be 
a- bocking t to 0 Mind, that retains the leaſt Reverence 
d Io for 
4 * Tavit XVI. 17. 7 5 td + MitTon, Book III. 


rr * 


] Gal. v. 4. 
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for ſacred Things. Entirely to ſet aſide the meri- 
torious Efficacy of his Undertaking, with the Arian; 
and Socinians, would be: afflictive to a Conſcience, 
that is impreſſed; with the leaſt Senſe of Sin. 
Whereas, to erect our Merits on the Foundation 
of CHRIST's; to be found in his, yet not re- 
' Nounce our own Rightevuſneſs; this is both plauſible 
to our Reaſon, and pleaſing to our Vanity. This 
ſcems to honour the Divine S AV IOUR, even 
while it gratifies human Pride.— But this is an egre- 
This is an 
abominable Idol, and muſt be laid in the Duſt. 


CHRIST, like the real Mother of the Child, will 


have the whole, or none *; the whole - unſbared— 
unri valid undiminiſbed Glory of our Salvation. 

Let me once again entreat my dear Theron, to be- 
ware of this Error. It is the main Pillar in the Ro- 


man Hereſy,” and the Maſter- policy of the Pupih 


Machiavilians 1. CHRIST hath merited, that 
We may merit,“ is their grand Maxim, and their 
grand Deluſion. Hence come their Penances and 
their Pilgrimages: hence the hypocritical Mortifi- 
cations of Some, and the extravagant Auſterities of 
Others: this enriches their Shrines, and fills their 
Cloyſters. And to thoſe Seminaries of Superſtition, 
let it be baniſhed, let it be confined. —T here let them 
raiſe their Scaffolding, and try to enlarge. the Di- 
menſion of the Skies. 
Flambeaus, and attempt to increaſe the Luftre of 


the Sun. When KOT have effected this eaſter T alk, 
| then 
"1 Kings ili. 26. — 

+ Man cannot make Himſelf. 8 neither in 
Part, nor in the Whole. To affirm this, is the greateſt 
| Arrogancy and Preſumption, that 4rrichrift could ſet 2 
againſt GOD. Homily on 9 Part II. 


There let them kindle their 
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| (an be added to its all-comprehending Fulneſs ; what 


own Acquiſition. Of the People there was none with 


— 
— — 
2 — n 4 
— 0 


DIALOG UE VII. 338 
then will We Proteſtants follow their Example, 
and adopt their Syſtem. Then will We alſo think 
of adding our own Righteouſneſs, by way of Sup- 

plement to the Dignity and Efficacy the tranſ- 
unt Dignity and infinite Efficacy 3 our 
LOR D's. 

Ther. If We are ;uſtified wholly by our LORD's 
Righteouſneſs ; if nothing need be added, if nothing 


2 — os —— —— 
—— hen — — 


will become of the generally received Opinion 
That CHRIST obtained for Us only a Poſſibility 
of being ſaved; or put * into a 3 of ac- 
quiring Salvation? 

Aſp. It will be diſcountenanced ah veils ; 
a extremely diſhonourable to the REDEEMER, 
and n leſs uncomfortable to.the Redeemed. When | 
CHRIST procured our Pardon, and recovered our 1 
Title to Life; it was all his own Doing; all his | 


Him * ; none of their Works, none of their Endea- 
yours, to co-operate as a ſubordinate Cauſe, under 
any Shape, or in any Degree whatever. 

Hear his own Teſtimony: I have finiſhed the Work, 
which Thou gaveſt me to do f. Should You want an 
Explication of theſe Words, I refer You to the 
Comment of an Apoſtle. He, that is, FESUS 
CHRIST, has obtained eternal Redemption for U. 
This was his Work, and it is fully executed. Hz 
bas, HE Has, obtained eternal Redemption. So 
that nothing remains for Sinners, but to receive the 
purchaſed Bleſſedneſs, and to live as becomes the 
Kedeemed of the L ORD. 


— noendel 


This 


; * Iſai, Ixil. 6. 1 John xvii. 4. 1 Heb. 
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This Truth i is (MEM, as Wa a Brin bears, * 
c 


the Pages of the Goſpel; and ſounds as wien a Voice 
of Are in the "Sohgs of Hewven,” | Salvation tb 

our G OD, they cry, that ſiteth upo the rones and 
10 the LAM H *. Thoſe Saints in Glory, Lleribe 


the Whole the Wh: le of their Salvation they aſcribe, 
to the Grace of” Te We bg to the Blood of the 


LAMB. Ne 


- Ther. Hayes not any of: our oſt leargd Divines 


fepreſented Faith, Obedience, and Repentance, 45 


the Terms of Acceptance ? CHRIST, a&ording to 
this Account, procured not the Blefling' itſelf, Hut 


only the Grant of eafier Corditlens, on Which i it Wa 


ee 1 „ ee 
Ap. What ſays that dublin 8 E IN G, "With 
tives! the moſt learned Divines all their Wiſdom? 


J righteous Servant ſhall jatiſy many +. Not pave 


the Way, or adjuſt the Preliminaries,” but diſpatch 
the. very Buſineſs; Hall juſtify. What ſays that in- 


fallible Author, from whoſe Writings all Divines 


aught to derive their Doctrines:? CHRI 87 hath 
perfect, ed for ever them that are ſanfiified x. He has 


done all that was neceſſary for their Pardon, their 


Peace with GOD, and theit everlaſting Felicity. 
Otherwiſe, "He were not a complete SAVIOUR. 
He would not ſave to the uttermaſi I, if, executing 


| ſome Part only of the grand Undertaking, He left 


other Parts to be performed by his People. 
The Terms of Acceptance, for fallen and rebel - 
Tous Man, were, A full See $ to the divine 


5 ** "Ra " . _ 
* - > 8 ” c 8 5 3 
23 < £ 8 
Ve » 5 F 
% 


d 's +> 2085 » 


er. vit. 10. f Ila, 1. 1. 1 Heb. x. 14 
Joe vii. 8. 
ſen aProof of this Point, ſee 
541 I. IV. e | 


3 


DIALOGUE VII. 337 
| Juſtice, and a complete Conformity & to the divine 
Law, Theſe, impraRicable by Us, were conſigned 
over to CHRIST. By Him they were thoroughly 
_ accompliſhed; and by this Accompliſhment of them, 

He merited for us all Bleſſings. Among others, He 
merited the Gift of Faith, the Grace of Repentance, 
and Ability to yield thankful, dutiful, evangelical 
Obedience, Theſe therefore are but improperly 


: called the Terms, which are really conſtituent Fg 
; of our Salvation. 
4 To ſum up all-in a Word The whole Tenour 


8 of Revelation ſhews, that there are but two Me- 
! I thods, whereby any of the human Race tan be juſ- 
tified, Either by a perfect Obedience to the Law, 
in their -own Perſons; and then the Reward is of 
Debt 1. Or elſe, becauſe the Surety of a better Co- 
venant has, ſatisfied all Demands in their Stead; 
and then the Reward is of Grace.— There is nv 
trimming or reconciling Expedient.—You may 
chooſe either of the two; dut 1 no third is e 
or allowed. 
Ther, Was there not a different Method of Sa- 
tn, for the antient People of GOD? | 
Ab. None, Theron. In the State of origi 1 
nocency, a perfect and perſevering Obſervance of the 
divine Command, was the Condition of Salvation; 
or . of Life and nn t. N 2 Bo 


% 


ue le Coby; for the Multan of this 
tice, BY Truth, fee Dial, VIII, . 

K + Rem iv. 4. Paciona l Debt; founded on the Obli- 
. 14. 88.8 of the Covenant, not ſpringing from any Worth 


83 nQion in this Place, bereven 
ae. Salva _y Life eee The former i is, ſtrictly ag 
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the firſt grand Apoſtacy, this Condition became 


iſmpoſſible; a-free Pardon, and gracious Acceptance, 


through the bleſſed TE SUS, were ſubſtituted in its 


Stead. Which Oeconomy, like a Fountain of Life, 


was opened; when GOD promiſed (the Seed of the 
Woman, to bruiſe the Serpent's Head *,—It ran, like 
a ſalutary Rivulet, through the Antediluvian World 
 —Continued its Progreſs, and diſpenſed 1 its Bleflings, 
along the Patriarebal Age—Flowed, in broader and 


more numerous Streams, under the Moſaic Diſpen- | 


ſation—Is derived down to Us, enlarged by the 
Coming of CHRIST, and completed by the Mi- 
niſtry of his Apo/iles—Will be tranſmitted, without 
any farther Improvements, to the lateſt Poſterity. 
- Henceforward increaſing and extending, not its 
Perfection, but its Influence only. Which it will 
never ceaſe to do, till, as the Fountain is become 
A River; the River is augmented into an Ocean; 
and the Knowledge of the LOR D our Righteouſneſs 
Fill the Earth, as the IWaters cover the Abyſles of the 
Sea 1. 

There was, I confeſs, 'a Diverſity; in the Aan 
ſtration, but no Difference in the Nature, of the 
Bleffng. FESUS CHRIST, however variouſly 
manifeſted, was the ſame. Yeſterday, is the ſame 10 
8 JO» will be = een ever f. As it is the very 

; ſame 


| ing; a 8 ſuited to we Goſpel, The atter is pre- 


Works ſaid ; He that doeth them, Hall live by them. 

| 5 implies a Deliverance from ſome penalty or 
iſery incurred, and a Reinſtatement in ſome Bleſſing 

or Happineſs forfeited. Which are evidently peculiar to 

[the evangelical Diſpenſation,) 23nd 1 not n to the 

State of Integrity. 

Gen. iii. 15. lr . g. 1 Heb. i . 


| proper to the Law. The Covenant of Grace ſays; 
Bolidve, and thou ſhalt be /aved. The Covenant of 


tue. A 


Fame Sun, which gleams at early Dawn; which 
Hines in. the de Days and leur at Height 


% 


* Noon. 


My Smile mind Us of 0 Tine; and lever a 
moſt important Doctrine upon our Memories. Sup- 
poſe We take tha Adwanitions and begin to move 
homeward. 

Der. We- So be in no 9 Aſpaſi. My 


| Watch tells me, that We have half an Hour good. 


Beſides, I have ſomething farther to alledge, and 
from a very great Authority, which ſeems. MO 


tracy to your Notion. 


Asp. Juſt as You pleaſe, Tieren. If You n 
to ſtay, I am all Compliance with your Inclination. 
And, would Truth permit, I ſhould be all ante 
n to your Opivion. on dy Ez 


Der. .You know, who it is that as? ; Mat 
doth the LORD require of Thee? And neither of 
Us need be informed, What it is, that the Prophet 
replies; Do Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk humbly 
with thy GOD *. But I want to know, what You 
think of this Paſſage? 

Aſp. Ithink, it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with your 
Scheme. This Paſſage inculcates Humility. But 
your Scheme is the very Reverſe of that amiable Vir- 
tue. A Self. juſticiary walking humbly with GOD, 
is little better than a Contradiction in Terms. 

The LORD has ſaid; Ye hall be ſaved by 
1. be. Your a repliess 60 No, but by our 
' | | „ o. 

; S Mich. vi. 8. 

N E NY” I. 5. The Solicitude of the bleſſed apoſtle, 
to hr . inviolate- the Honours of divine Grace, is, 
in this Place, very conſpicuous.— He had told the Ephe- 


fans, that oy were, by Nature, the Children of Wrath. 
| 2 2; Worthy 
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on Sincerity, and our o.]n Morks. —[t add 
clared in Scripture z, That 04 Gift of. GOD- is cter- 


nal Life. It is implied i in my Friend's Doctrine; 


Tbat this Happineſs. i is the Wages of our own. Re- 
pentance and Reformation. — . My SON. ha 
e have all the Glory of a Sinner's Salvation, 

the unalterable Decree, of the MO ST Hl GH, 


Me will have a Share in the Honour,“ is the Lan- 


guage of your Opinion. Look, how wide therefore 
the Eaſt is from the Weſt! So remote ĩs ſuch 2 Strain 
of Teaching, from che Practice of ahi humbly 
wich our GOD. 

- Ther. But conſider, good pelo ” bins I net. the 
1 s Authority for my Opinion? Are not his 
Words expreſly on my Side? Does He not mention 
thoſe Duties of Morality and Piety, as the appointed 
Method of obtaining the divine Favour?  __ 

boa Ap. He mentions, I apprehend, a ſolicitous Ex- 
guiry. To which He gives a fatisfattory Anſwer. 
Then ſ ubjoins a practical Improvement of the Whole. 


be Enquiry is expreſſed in theſe Words; ; A her eres 


withal * I come * the L ORD, and bow "myſelf 


i 


"Worthy, of 1 bat fadis — fk 1 
That all their Privileges and Bleſſings came, not from 
any Goodn eſs of their own, but from a GOD «vho is 
fich in Mer. That they were originally dead in Tref- 
paſſes and Sins. And what can dead Men do, either to 
obtain or deſerve, heavenly and immortal Ha ppineſs: — 
Bufficient this, One would imagine, to guard againſt the 
Fucroachments of ſpiritual Pride, and All Self lorying 
whatever. But the zealous Writer, to cut off both the 
Root and Branch of this, abominable Principle, adds in 
Verſe the fifth; By:Grace, through-inftnitely free — 
ye are Javed. To give/the utmoſt Force to his Blow, He 
18 inc er the fame 1 5 ip the very ſame Words; 
e ee 7 ens ly, entire! * excluſve of. all. . Gre 
e Javed, Ver. 8. 


— 


befur 
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| before the High GOD ? Shall I come before Him with 
| Burnt>offeritgs, with Calves of a Year: old? Will the 
| LORD be pleaſed with Thouſands of Rams ; with ten 


N of Rivers of Oil? Shall I give my Firſt- born 


K Tranereffion, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin 
3 of my Soul *? Juſtification is the Point in View. 


How ſhall I obtain Remiſſion of Sin? In what 


Manner ſhall my Tranſgręſſion be expiated? So that 


J may appear with Acceptance before the righteous 


To which it is replied ; He bath fhewed Thee, 0 
| Man, what is good for this important Purpoſe ; 
namely, the MESSIAH; pointed out by all thy 
pg t, and deſcribed in the preceding Chap- 
n Atonement for Sin, and Peace with GOD, 
xd as to be made by a better Hand, and in a better 
Way, than thou propoſeſt. HE, whoſe Outgoings 
have been from of old, from everlaſting |; HE, who 
is the Son of the HIGHEST, and yet the Seed 
of Her that travaileth ; HE hath undertaken, and 
will fully execute, this great Office, 


f 
3 GOD? 
7 
N 


Thee? What Temper, what Conduct, what Expreſ- 
ſions of Gratitude, from his People? Who are re- 


eh to the Blefings, of the New Covenant $.— 
ee e 
29 f 4 1 . Mic. wi. 7, 8. 8 
4 The ceremonial Law was to the eas a real Goſpel; 
which held Bad, Death; and FJranſlation of Guilt, be- 
lore their Kyes-continually, - as the only Way of e. 
ton. Bos rox Four fold State. 
: t Mie. v. 2. 3 Mic. v. 3 33 
* Ty GOD. is the Phraſe. Which Knee an Yale! 


guage 


— 


. And what doth the LOR D thy GOD require of 


. 
— — — . —— öußu— 
— — 


conciled through the Blood of CHRIST, and ad- 


; 2 7 an Appropriation; and is the peculiar Lan- £ 
the Covenant,="Thy G0; not made {6 by 
2 3 Z thy 
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They are to teſtify their Thankfulneſs for this un- 

ſpeakable Gift, by the Alacrity, Uniformity; and 

Conſtancy of their Obedience. By the conſcien- 

tious Diſcharge. of every moral, 'ſocial, and religious 

Duty. Or, by doing Juſtice, loving Mercy, and 
walking humbly with their GOD. 

If this be a true Interpretation of the Text, inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing, it overturns your Cauſe. But I have 
another Objection to your Method, pans... more 
weighty than the foregoing, 


Ther. Pray, let me hear it.—T am not Wenmdur- 


ed with my Notions,” but L can bear to have them 
cenſured ; nor fo attached to my Swe but le can 
a relinquiſh, it for a better: . 

App. I would illuſtrate my Meaning, by a com- 
mon Experiment in Optics. When Obhzects are 
viewed in a concave Speculum, or in the Hollow of a 
es Spoon, how do they appear? 6. {ey 

- Ther. Inverted, © 

Ap. Such is my Friend's Syſtem of Religion. He 
inverts the Order of the Goſpel. He turns the beau- 
tiful Building upſide down ; and lays that for the 
Foundation, which ſhould: only be Part of the Super- 
Prrufture.—Not ſo the Apoſtle Paul. He, like a wiſe 
Maſter-builder, places CHRIST as the Founda- 
tion · ſtone; and'rears his Edifice of practical God- 
lineſs, on that all- ſupporting Baſis.—Examine his 
Epiſtle to the Romans. Which is unqueſtionably 
the completeſt Model of Doctrine, and the nobleſt 
1 * 1 extant i in ev > World.. 0 e 


n 


thy humble walking but = an Af of bis 0071 ; Gia, 
reyious to an ag ut by of thine. — According to 
Theror's Principles, the Prophet ſhoyld rather have aid, 
walk humbly (not with 5 GOD, * that ati 
3 &e thy GOD. _. 
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e firſt diſcovers the Depravity of our Nature, and 
the Miſery of our Condition. He, then, diſplays the 
Method of our Recovery' by CHRIST, and the 


Bleſſings freely vouchſafed in his Goſpel.— After 


which, He delineates the Offices of Morality, and en- 


forces them by the moſt engaging Motives. Motives, 


drawn from the free unbounded Loving-kindneſs of 
60D our SAVIOUR, and from the rich in- 
valuable Benefits of his Grace ®.-CHRIST and 


his Privileges are the Root. From which, . Grati- 


tude blooms, as the Flower; Godlineſs grows, as 
the Fruit. 5 EOS NEE 
The ſame Order is obſerved by St. Peter, in his 
very conciſe, but very accurate Map, of the Way to 
Heaven. Elec, according to the Foreknowledge of 
GOD the FATHER, through Sanctification of the 
SPIRIT, unto Obedience, and Sprinkling of the Blootl 


of CHRIST 4.—Firſt, the everlaſting Love and 
electing Grace of the FAT HER. Who chooſes 
Us, not becauſe of, but unto Obedience.— Then, 
the enlightening Influence, and renewing Agency 


This, I think, is the beſt Platform for an evangelical 


Catechiſm. The Ruin of Man, occaſioned by Sin—His 
Recovery, effected. by CHRIST—His Gratitude, to be 
expreſſed by way of Obedience. —This Plan is carried 


into Execution by the Palatinate Divines. Who have 


formed upon it, a Summary of catechetical Inſtruction. 
Than which, I have met with nothing of the Kind, more 
clear and ſatisfactory; more edifying and animating ; 
more exactly conſonant to the benign Spirit of the Go- 
Ben or better calculated to transfor: 

R 


6 rm the Mind into 
olineſs, and the Life into Happineſs.— This Piece the 
eader may ſee, together with a judicious, and very 


valuable Expoſition of it, in the Latin Works of Henricus 


Altingius, 1 Vol. Quarto. Which, I believe, may be 


bought for a Trifle, yet are more precious than Gold. 
2 ee SON 


4. 
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of-the 8 PIRIT. Who teſtifhes of CHRIST, 
and: applies his Death to the Sulz copurifyirig} the 
Heart Ry Var e eee 
le filial Obedience, —— Lindan — 
Holineſs. All which, being partly defective, and 
partly polluted, muſt be ſprinkled with the Blood 
of. S, _ — eee 
Oblation. n , 200. c H Hi 
{-Sher. is chis hs conſtant Method,” in which the 
— riters repreſent the Goſpel Salvation ? Do 
they always obſerve this particular Order, in arrang- 
ing its Doctrines and its Duties? Or, is it not an 
ůnſigniſicant Circumftance en goes fl, oo 
vided. We take in ib <t 
36 40. To obſerve this Order, * e is 
no inſignificant Circumftance, It is of great Con- 
{equence, both to our Eſtabliſhment and to our 
Groth in Grace. Is it a Matter of Indifference 


to the Archer, whether He ſend the Point, or the 


Feather of his Atrow foremoſt? Can He, in either 
Caſe, hit the Mark with- equal Eaſe, and _ 
FEarmminty?. CDS YE] 
believe, You will Ladle that the fared Waiters 
10 4 their cuangelical Diſeourſes, invariably adhere 
to this Order. Nay; it took place even under the 
legal Diſpenſation When the LORD GOD 
publiſhed his Law from Mount Sinai; when He 
awrote it, with his own Finger, on Tables of Stone; 


how did He introduce the Precepts? How enforce 


their Obſervance? Let Us attend to the Preamble; ; 


which is the Language of Love, and the very Spirit 


of the Goſpel: I am the LORD thy GOD; who 


brought Thee out of the Land of Exypt, out of the Houfe 


"NPE 


of Bendage Fic 4 1 e delivered Thee, 
mighty Hand, from the moſt fordid and 


Gninſapportable Slavery- 1 have-promiſed The; 


infor. thy Poſſeſſion,; the delightful Country of 


2 a goadiy Heritage of the He of Nations t. 


«Nay, L nyſelf am thy Portion; a GOD in Co- 
— with Thee; engaged, by an inviolable 
4 Qontract, and with the Exertion of all my At- 
6 tributes, to do Thee Good. Therefore, keep the 

c Statutes, the Judgments; and Ordinances, which 
” I am now going to eſtabliſh,” Could there be 
a more winning Inducement, or a more endearing 


W to Obedience ? 


- might point out the ſame Strain, running through 
the Exhortations of Moſes, and the Songs of David; 
the Sermons of the Prophets, and the Writings of 
the Apoſtles. But this I wave, not through an 
Apprehenſion of its Difficulty, only from a Fear of 


drolixity.— However, You will not think me te- 


Hious, if I produce one more Inffance, from the 
great Maſter of our Schools. For V Ourſelves 


were ſome time fookſh,- defabedient, : deceived; ſerving 


Auers Lufts and Pleaſures, living in Malict and Envy, 


hateful and hating one anather T. Here, He ſets be- 
fore Us adiſmal, but exact Picture, of our depraved 
and undone Condition. Then He preſents Us with 
# delightful View of our Redemption, both in its 
gracious; Cauſe, and precious Effects. But, after 
that the Kindneſs: and Love of: GOD our 8AY TOUR 


toward Man appeared 5 not by HW orks 'of Righteouſneſs, 


which N have done, but according ta his Mercy, He 
jou: Us, by: the ante 95 e, and Re- 
ISS \ 1 4 n | It I e 


Exod. ix. .. 1 J in. * ” 24.18 hs 
3. — 5 6, 77 8 0 
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wewing of the HOLY GHOST; which' He bath h 


an Us abundantly, through FESUS CHRIST eur 
\SAVIGUR ; that being juſtified by his Grace, M. 
hond be made Heirs according to the Hape of eternal 


Life Having thus provided for. our. Happineſs Th 


He then promotes our Holineſs. ..Thts is a, faithful 
- Saying,” and theſe Things I will that Thou affirm con- 
' flantly; that they who have believed in G OD, be care- 


profitable unto Men. 14 * 
I make no Comment * upon the Paſſage : ſe 
I hope, You will commit it, as a noble Depoſitum, 
Ip to 


* 


* Perbap s *. Reader will 11 me 1 — 


Aßpaſſo has 4 the Office, to add a ſhort expoſitory 


Stricture, upon the moſt diſtinguiſhed Parts of this very 
important Paragraph. —I. We have the Cauſe of our Re- 
demption; mt” Works of | Righteouſneſs, \ which Me have 
done, but the Kindnefs, the Love, the Mercy of GOD our 
SAVIOUR. To theſe, to theſe 1 every Child of 
Man muſt aſcribe, both his Fruition of bares 4 and his 
* tion of future Bleſſedneſs. 

The Efe&s; which are—Fu n being ju 

fed, puck — Sins forgiven, A 2 Perſons wg jo 
throu the Righteouſneſs of CHRI 2 2 uted. Al 
this, without any the leaſt deſerving Quality in Us; 
ſolely y bit Grace, and moſt — Fa Goodneſs.— 


San#ification; expreſſed, by The Waſhing of Regeneration. 


That Waſhing in the REDEEMER's Blood, which 
cleanſes the Wel from Guilt, as the Waſhing of Water 
cleanſes the Body from Filth. Which reconciles to 
GOD, gives Peace of Conſcience, and Ay lays the 
Foundation of an univerſal ſpiritual Change. The Re- 
newitg of the HOLT GHOST ; whoſe In nences, teſ· 
tifying of CHRIST, and applying his Merits, intro- 
duce an Improvement into all the Faculties of the Mind; 

ſomewhat like that annual Renovation, and general 


of Nature. 
| III. 


Ful te maintain good Warks : N Toes: are t and 


Smile, which the Return of Err en ABN: over the Face 
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; to your 8 "Your own diligent Meditation, 
accompanied with humble Prayer, will furniſh out 
the beſt Expoſition.—Only I would juſt remark, that 
the Apoſtle, always conſiſtent, always uniform, mar- 
Mals his Thoughts with his uſual Exactneſs. Good 
Works are not diſbanded; nor yet ſuffered to lead the 
Van; but made to bring up the Rear *. When he 
mentions theſe Fruits of the SPLRIT, - He men- 
tions them, not ſlightly, as Matters of ſmall Mo- 
ment; but earneſtly, as Affairs of great Importance. 
It is his ie and his Cy that all believes 
. ſhould 


: 111. The End and "IP ES = of all : that we ſhould 
be made Heirs of the heavenly Kingdom; and live, now 
in the aſſured Hope, hereafter i in the full Enjoyment, of 
eternal Life. 

33% * by st. John, Rev. xiv. 13. 
Blaſed are the Dead, which die in the LORD; for they 
705 1 their Labours, and their Works do follow them. 

ot go before, to open the everlaſting Doors, and give 
them 1 — into the Manſions of Joy. But they 
fallow them, when admitted. As the Robe, which, on 

a King's Coronation- day, flows from his Shoulders, can- 
not but accompany Him, whereſoever He goes.—It may 
be pertinent, on the Mention of this Illuſtration, juſt to 
hint; 9 as it is not the Robe of State, nd males 

the King; ſo neither is it the Practice of Holineſs, which 

"Makes, — Chriſtian, - An Union with CHRIS „ an In- 
tereſt in his Merits, and the in-dwellin Preſence of his 
SPIRIT; hefe, and nothing ſhort theſe, conſtitute 
the true Chriſtian. Vet, as hs royal Robe is an Atten- 
dant on Majeſty, and diſtinguiſhes the Monarch; ſo, 
practical Godlineſs is inſeparable from Faith, and adorns 
the Believer.— Agreeably to this Doctrine, Clement, the 
apoſtolic Father, . 3 Es erſesg aſubor earl; £2001 aniMnoas 05 
$2. They were made Ja righteous, by Faith in 
CHRIST. They were adorned inch , they and | 

their Faith appeared like themſelves, by l in 

ey ey. good Work. Clem. E Epiſt. I. ad Cen, 


„ 


* 


of focial'U 
. *Hheri-This View of the enntigetical Phan 1. 1 


CHRIST, and accepted by. GOD? 


28 make it. their Truſt.— And is it not prudent, when 
We are building for Eternity, carefully to examine 
| a Gagan. * it e e e from 


s DIALOGUE vn. 

1 *; have their Heurts upon the Buſt. 
meſs 0 ſhould uſe their beſt Contrivance and exert 
their utmoſt Endeavours not barely to practiſe but 
d mai +} te be exemplary, diftinguiſhed{ and 
pre-eminent in the Exerciſe of ery Virtue. Be- 
gauſe; this V irtue, and theſe Works, though not the 
Grund of a Recorictliation with GO, are amia- 
ble in the Eyes of all, and honowrable't to the Ehrif- 
tan Profeſiion.” They are alſo a neceſſity Ihgre- 
dent in perſona) — 22 Ar 

. 


muſt confeſs, new to me; and n your 
8 of the Tyifile to the Nee, 


" Tf this. . new, perhaps, hat I am going 100 
advance, may be ſtrange. We have been talking 
about Acceptance with GOD; and debating, whe- ' 
ther our on good Works, arc the Cauſe of this in- 
eſtimable Bleſſing. What will You ſay; if We can 
perform zo good Work, till We are in 


_ Ther, Say — That this is razing Foundagons. + 
4. It is razing the wrong, the Foundation falſely. 
fo called. Which will certainly deceive as Many, 


e ii 0B: 
ene. This is fomewhat Iikke that emphatieal Food 
ExpreSon, "which ſo often occurs in the Old Teſtament, —_— 
rey? 65 Ye * 1 to do: Ye ſhall be very i- N 
to 1 YE all be very exact in performing. 7; % 
To | =. If the Reader pleaſes, He may fee this bra '&0 
Word more eriticall explained, Pag. 227. in the Note. as, they 


1 Kava. | ODS νννα. 


Work, till We are nn! in CHRι 
| "accepted. of GOD. nA dg ni 3nantrras-9t WE 
Ther. ProdnceyeurRenſans Aſpaſio. And firang 

Reaſons they muſt be, which GTO enen 


Olive- tree 7 


OS. RNS. AGES... 


U 
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Rock For mis Cauſe } I ſaid it once, andifor this 
Cauſe I ſay it again: That We can perfurm ne good 


ſupport, ſuch an Opinion. 10 


_« Aſp; The Caſe ſeems-to perk for itſelf How ce 
a Man that is evil, do Works that are good? Would 
You expect to gather Grapes of Thor reg un Fig of 
Thiſtles? And is not this the Character of every 


Child of Adam, till He is engrafted into the true 
But let Us hear, what, our x 
TEACHER ſays: As the Branch cannot bear Fruit 


of itſeiſ ertept it abide:in the Vins; no mord-cati\ Ye, 


perform trus Obedience, or be endued with true 


Sinceritys rtepr Ir abide i v. * "Nothing can be 
more Expreſb ant full to our Purpoſe. But that 


which follows, is far more alarming and awful to 


aur Conſciences- Ma Man abide nt in Me, He ir 


caft forth as 4 Branch, and ir witherel's' and Blot ge- 
tber them, - and rqſt them inta r irg and they are 


 buhnied +.—From which it appears, chat * mg | 


Heart is never aftuated by good Teithers ; thntthe 
human Life can never be productive of xDD min; 
until a Man is united to CARIST: No mort 


than a Branch can bear valuable Fruit; while it con- 
tinues in a State of 3 from the Tree 1. — 


* John'xv: . "+ Jonxy;& 

1 This diſcovers an Roe, which is often commatte( 

r Attempts to inſtruR little Children. What is md * 

bens, than to tell them? If they will 4 00d,” 
„GOD Almighty will love and bleſs them. ere 
— they ſhould rather be informed, That they are Sin- 
5 „ ners t 


, a 
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It appears led that Perſons alienated from 
CHRIST, are, and all their Performances tod, 
like braten, — rotten Boughs : fit for no- - 
thing, but to be committed to the Flames, and but 
conſumed from the Earth, Both they and their as 
Actions; far from being meritorious, are, in the Eſti- i 
mate of Heaven, worthleſs and deſpicably mean. wit 

| Ther, What! Are all the noble Actions, per- N 
Gormed by the Advocates for Morality, and Lovers 


of Virtue, worthleſs in themſelves, and deſpicable 2 
before the Supreme BEING? Worthleſs and ane 0 
deſpicable (grating Words 1). only: becauſe they are 2 — 
not attended with the Peculiarities of your Faith? ment; 
Can the Want of this little Circumſtance, change procu 
their Nature, and turn their Gold into Droſs? SP — 
Ab. My dear Theron, call not the Circumſtance bred * 
little: It is ſufficient, were your Works more ſplen- ..xTh 
did than Gold, to debaſe them into Tin, into Lead, acert: 
into Droſs. When the poor Shepherd brought You, —_— 

: yeſterday Morning, a Preſent of ſome Wood-ftraw- be «« f 
berries; bringing them, as an humble Exdreffion of cify th 


his Gratitude, they were kindly received. But, if He 
had offered them, as a Price for your Houſe, or as 
the Purchaſe of your Eſtate; how ſhould Vou have 
regarded them, in ſuch a Connection? No Words 
can expreſs the Diſdain, You-would have conceived. 
hen Barnabas preſented a Sum of Money to the 
Apoſtles, for the Supply of their Neceſſities, and the 
Noljof of ON Believers *; it was welcome to 
and 


« ners: 1 that GO Almighty ka given his SON 

4. to die for Sinners : and, if they pray to 0 Him, He will 
te forgive their Sins; will mile them holy ; make them 

4 — — ; and bleſs them As all N Nb in 

< CHRIST. | 
6 - * Ads f Iv. 37. 
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the Saints, and pleaſing to their GOD. But, 
when Simon the Sorcerer, offered his Gold to Peter 
and Jobn; offering it, not from a Principle of Faith, 
but as an Equivalent for the HOLY SPIRIT; 
not in order to teſtify his Thankfulneſs, but rather 
to play the Huckſter with Heaven; it was nn 
EY We en n ee f ent ' 


'. tas viii, 20. We have mock Talk 7 Sian 
Saif Simoniacal Practices. The Caſe, 1 think, 15 miſun- 

derſtood, and the Expreſſion miſapplied. 
The more refined Species of Ser, Is hot Attempt 
mentioned by Aſpafi.. An Expectation fa Endeavour to 
procure Union with CHRIST, the Communication of the 
SPIRIT, and all heavenly Bleflin gs, by any Works or 
any Rightcouſneſs of our own. "Which: conſidered in 
thas View, are called by the Prophets, Money and Price. 
The gr n of Simony, ſeems to be practiſed by 
a certain Court, ſtyled Spi ritual, or Eccleft, taftical. bm 
thunders out Econ ume done and Curſes; debars 
Creatures from religious Privileges; and cauſes them 0 
be . buried with the Burial of an Aſs; unleſs they pa- 
cify their pious- Indignation, by a little filthy Lucre.— 
This is the Language of that ſame ſpiritual Judicature. 
« If Thou wilt lug out a few Crowns or Guineas from 
« thy Purſe, all ſhall be well. Heaven ſhall ſmile, and 
the Church opens her Arms. Whereas, if Thou art 
« refractory in this Particular; and unwilling, or un- 
% able, to comply with our pecuniary Demands ; Thou 
« art cut off from the Means of Grace. Thou ſhalt no 
* longer hear that Word of the Goſpel, by which the 
« Spirit of Faith cometh. Nor any more be Partaker 
« of that Sacramental Ordinance, which is a Sign and 
Seal of ſpiritual Benefits. Is not this a moſt infa- 
mous Traffic, whereby ſacred Things are bought and 
ſold? In the preſent State of Affairs, what can be a nearer 
Approach to the Sin of the mercenary Magician ? What 
can, be a more indelible Blot on the * and * 
of any Church ? 


Puder bæc Opprobria Nabis 
Et dici potuiſſe, et non potuifſe refelli. 


= £ —_— — " 1 8 — 
8 . * 0 Shaw; £5 
P 
= - 
* 2 
D 
. * 


e * 
1 


8 DIALO GU E VII. 


leave my Friend to apply the preceding Inſtances. 
'Only let me beg of Him to believe; that, if my Words 

ate grating, they are extorted by che Force of Truth 
If Iam obliged to blame, what He calls good Works; 


it is as a great Critic blames 1 wich the 


1 — H— my falls 
Den ting from — Grace of: CHRIST 
as their. Source; let them propoſe the Glory 


eHRIST, 2 their End; chen, inftead of punt 


a glight upon them, or giving them a Bill of Divorce, 


I would court, careſs, and wed them. Whereas, if 
neither this End be kept in the View, nor that Prin- 
ciple operate in the Heart; I muſt perſiſt, in queſ- 
tioning the Genuineneſs of their Character; nay, in 


denying the very Poſſibility of their Exiſtence. There 
may be a Mimiclry of holy Actions. But it is Mi- 
mickry only; empty, as the Combs * made by 


ke Wale 3/ and” ane "axe Flame, that 


painted. . + SD ag ta 
I have an "Authority for this Doctrine, which 1 


think, You will not offer to controvert. | Fi 
Der. What Authority?” 7 


. That of our Church. no ae in her 
th Article ; „Works done before the Grace 


«of CHRIST, and Inſpiration of his SPIRIT, 
ec are not pleaſing to GO D; foraſmuch 'as they 
40 1 not out of Faith in e > n 


Conſeience dena 3 — war We — 
* . is nen 6: The L ORR had 
55 * 


* Faciunt & ve _ t Th 1. 1 rn 
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Reſpedi*unts Abel, and to bis Offering. Firſt, unto 


fo chen, unto bis Offering. The Man muſt | 
be reſtored to Favour, before his Duties can be re- 


ceived with Complac ene. 

Such a One, You ſay, is honeſt in his Dealings, 
temperate in his Enjoyments, charitable to the Poor. 
Be it ſos Vet, unleſs theſe ſhewy Deeds are referred 
to the Cory of the Supreme JE H O'VA H; unleſs 
they flow from Faith in the crucified FESU'S; they 
are but the Carcaſs of Virtue 1. They may be 


CCF 
"+ This great evangelical Truth, will, probably, be 

| reckoned a hard Saying, by the carnal Mind; and may 

| ſeem g fooliſe Notion, to vain Philoſophy. I beg Leave 
therefore, for its better Reception and firmer Eſtabliſh-. 


3 ment, to produce ſome of the greateſt Teſtimonies in the 
a World. —Let Us hear, what the pious Biſhop of Sr. 
7 Aſaph ſays, upon the Subject; what the famous Arch- 

biſhop. of Conſtantinople ſaid, long before Him; and what 
. a whole Synod, or a whole Nation of Eccleſiaſtics, are 


; continually ſaying, in the Homilies of the Church of 
«© J can do no good Works at all, before I be firſt. 

te juſtified. My Works cannot be accepted as good, till 

% my Perſon be ſo. Nor can my Perſon be accepted by 

GOD, till firſt engrafted into CHRIST; before 

« which engrafting into the true Vine, tis impoſſible 1 

* ſhould bring forth good Fruit,” Beveridge*s Private 

© Evpyotis. your f los Te Foſs The e wlosg aſa bog 

alæ To Peru ANA Noilg topneeis p (vumrade; „ EAtn- 

pool, nee . 

Ranuzrctay 0b Bgſors nojuwyleg a ſaßulg, x) Tov Oe rng ug aſroncailg, 

Mybavog vergur, aa wr ar M0 frrotg, au Heu Of rn a B% 

- fe e 

Faith giveth Life to the Soul; and they be as much 

dead to GO D that lack Faith, as they be to the 

% World, whoſe Bodies lack Souls. Without Faith, all 

that is done of Us, is but dead before GOD, although 
Vo I. I. Aa the 


'% 


1 
= 
o 
$ 
1 
4 
! 
| 


which declares ; Without Faith it is impaſſible to ai 


AQs of a Palicy, « of e . or Pha. 
riſaical Pride. They are no religious Service, nor 


any pleaſing Oblation to the LORD Almighty *. 


— Nay ; inſtead of being Acts of Obedience, * 


Objects of Approbation, they ſtand condemned in 


lee > 


the Scripture, and abe Breaches of the Command- 
ment. They ſtand condemned in that Scriptute, 


GOD r. They are Breaches of that Co 


ment, which requires; Hhether Te edt, or drinks or ar 


whatſoever Ye do, do all to the Glory of GAD f. 
Ther. Who can believe this, that „ 
the intrinſic Excellen cy of Virtue and. virtuous 


Actions? 
App. Who can liſbelievs: it, that in; the | 


preceding Declarations of Scripture ?' And obſerves, 
how. GOD has confirmed by his Providence, what 
He has declared in his Word. ms 8 after 


"the 


«+ the Work ſeem never fo, gay and I goes, beſore Man,” 
Homily on Faith. 


2 


Might not this Obſervation be made, with great 
Tiety, in our in _ 
Should not the Audience be exhorted to abound in Acts 
of Benevolence, from a grateful 
merciful and ve 4-3 ane” 75 SUS?. 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
Should they not, before all Things, be directed to male 
fare their Intereſt in the RE DE EME R's Merits? That 
their Perſons may find Favour, and their Alms Accep- 
tance, Eob. i. 6. Should they not be admoniſhed, that, 


without this believing Application to CHRIST, whatever 
they do, whatever they give, is worthleſs in the Eye of 
their M AKER, and will be fruitleſs to their own Souls 4 


Heb. xi. 6.—-In this Reſpe& our SAVIOUR was emi- 
nently typefied- by the Jeruiſb Altar. On which every 


Sacrifice, by whomſoever brought, was to be offered. 
And ſeparate from which »o Sacrifice, however coſtly, 


could be accepted, . xx. 24. Levit. xvii. 3, 4 
+ Heb. xi. 6. 1 1 Cor. x. 31. 


mary and other charitable Sermons ? 
Regard to the infinitely 
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the Fleſh. They had, what You will reckon greater 
than neee Zea for GOD *. Yet, not be- 
ing according to Knowledge, the Knowledge of Juſti- 
fication by the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; it was 
as if they offered Swine's Fleſh, or cut off a Dog's 
Neck; affronting and offenfive to the HOLY 
ONE. —Nay; they ſerved GOD intenſely + and 
aſſiduouſſy; ſerved Him, the Apoſtle affirms, Night 
and Day. Vet, not ſerving Him as Sinners, re- 
deemed by CHRIST; but rather as Righteous 
Perſons, 8 would be their own Redeemers; all 
their Toil was unacceptable and unprofitable. 
With all this Parade of Services, they were rejected 
by JE H OVA H, and caſt out from his bed 
like an abominable Branch.“ 

Upon the Whole: Shall We ſubmit to the Peter- . 
mination of our eſtabliſhed Church? Shall We ac- 
quieſce in the Deciſion of our Divine MASTER? 
Then We muſt acknowledge; That there is no 
ſuch Thing as a good Work, till We are reconciled 
to G OD; till our Perſons are accepted through 
CHRI $T.— Therefore, to repreſent our own 
Works, as the Means of Reconciliation and Ac- 
ceptance, is both chimerical and abſurd. Obimeri- 
cal, becauſe it builds upon a Phantom; and takes 
for a Reality, what has no Exiſtence. Abfard, be- 
cauſe it inverts. the natural Order of Things; and 
would make the Effect, antecedent to the Cauſe. 
might add, idblatrous alſo; becauſe it pays to the 
performances of a Creature, what is reſerved wholly 


3 


for the: Fee of our incarnate en 
A 2 2 . | Der. 
* Rom, x. 2. : - 6 AQs. xxvi. 1 f bonne 


9 
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© Ther. Before We quit this agreeable Retreat, let 


me aſk my Aſpaſe ; What He propoſes, by running 
down all thoſe Works, which are the Produce of 


inward Religion, and eflential to true Holineſs ? 
W hoſe Excellency is diſplayed in the cleare/?, and 
whoſe Neceſſity is urged in the fronge/t Terms, 
throughout the whole Bible. 8 | | 


Aſp. Tam far from running down ſuch Works, as 
are the Produce of inward Religion; and therefore 
may be juſtly ſtyled, Worts of Faith, and Labours of 
Love . — But I would caution my Theron,' and I 


| would myſelf take care, that our Works be accom- 
panied with thoſe Circumſtances, which alone can 


render them truly good. Let them ariſe from Faith, 
and bear witneſs to Love, or elſe We ſhall haveThi/tls 
inſtead of Wheat, and Cockle inſtead of Barley +. 
Perform them, in Obedience to a reconciled 
GOD, and out of Gratitude to a reconciling S A- 
VIOUR, then they are genuine, they are valu- 
able. Attempt them, in order to be accepted by 
your MAKER, and obtain eternal Life, then 
they are ſpurious, they are pernicious. In the for- 
> hikes i e . n "NEC 
orks of Faith, and Labours of Lowe, 1 Theff. i. 3. 
How finely are good Works characterized, in this Place 
Though it be only en paſſent, tranſiently, or by the by. 


And how judiciouſly are the true diſtinguiſhed from the 


counterfeit! Works, which are done in Faith; Works, 
which proceed from Love; theſe, and theſe only, the 
Apoſtle ſignifies, are really good. —As a ſpacious River, 
though preſſing forward to the Ocean, nourifhes many 2 
fair Plant; and. ſuckles many a, ſweet. Flower, by the 


Way. So the ſacred Writers, though principally intent 
(as ters 


) upon ſome different Point; yet drop incidentally 
ſuch valuable Truths, as chear the Believer's Heart, and 
make glad the City of our GOD. 


+ Job xxxi. 40. 
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mer Caſe, they are like a Candle ſet on a Candle- 
ſtick; in the latter, e are like a Torch en 
in the Thatch. | 
: Ther. In what Reſpects can 0 be pernicious ? ? 
| o hs I will mention two. We ſhall never be like 
| uy dhe Church, who comes up from the Wilderneſs, lean- 
| ing upon her Beloved *; fo long as We bolfter up 
Ourſelves, with a Concelt of perſonal Righteouſneſs. 
: This was the Error, the fatal Error of the Phariſees. . 
f This the Film, which blinded the Eyes of their 
I Mind; and ſealed them up, under the Darkneſs of 
- final Unbelief. "21697 $4t 
Beſides, my dear Theron: If You expeRt' to be 
faved by your own Duties, You will be loth to ſee 
the worſt of your Condition. To ſee the worſt of 
your Condition, will be a Dagger to your Hopes, 
and as Death to your Soul. You will therefore be 
inclined to daub with untempered Mortar +. Inſtead 


a eb rn n N 1 8 . 
EE TTT Li ee OR CIT fl x6 
2 — gs 


. 1 1 
- 2 n — — x - aa — 5 X - — — > I. - 2 — 2 25 7 — ren > - — " — — 
f Nr 7 * * n „ 1 IT oe oF. 22 won =" = * ER —— OR 2 
5 « I _, 2 — * Rs . . 4 "x K * ö p A N . 2 > F — >” — — 4 6p 
a — — rr LS 2 . e YORI INGLY "I * ICE We 1 r ne ” * rn p SAS 2 b n — 
——. —— I” UB a ray 2 - — 2 — So Re es oy wy 1 Ko p 2 8 8 " ng wy 2 — * xx Ts STIL . k. I ' ” W + > "_ + a; 
; pes Sy en IS 3 3 cud 8 5 gy I — 8 * = * a dt 
v _ * a its " — i « — rern yy 
» — — r St og 


of acknowledging' the deep Depravity of your Na- | 
ture, and the numberleſs Iniquities of your Life, You | 
will invent a ' thouſand Excuſes, to palliate your #8 
Guilt. And, by this Means, erect a Wall of Par- = 
tition, between your Soul and the Merits of your Vi 
"4. REDEEMER. Which will be a greater Incon- |. | 
ce! venience, a more deſtructive Evil, than to cut off 1 
by. all Supply of Proviſion” from an Army encamped, 1 
pe or even to OR the Sun-beams from viſiting the 9 } 
the Earth, | | | 1 
ver, Ther. Now you talk of Armies, I muſt obſerve ; 15 
. | That, though I have ſcarce been able to keep my „ 
Taal Ground, in this' argumentative ACtion, I cannot N i | 
wtally allow You the Honour of a Victory. As a Retreat 1% 
„and is very different from a Rout. 1 | 
49 © hs ' 
Cant. viii. 5. 4 Ezek. xiii. 10. 1 
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Asp. 1 would alſo remark, that my Friend has 
changed the intended Plan of our Operations. Has 
almoſt continually acted upon the Offen/ive. While 
my Part has been only to ſuſtain the Shock. At 
our next Encounter, You may expect to have the 
Order of Battle reverſed. I ſhall direct my Forces 
to begin the Charge. Put Yourſelf therefore in 


| Readineſs for a briſk Attack. 


Ther. You act the fair Enemy, Aſpaſio, 1 muſt 
confeſs ; ; in thus giving the Alarm, before Adi make 


the Aſſault. 


Aſp. This Hoſtility may appear Faber l, when a 


I affure You, that my Weapons aim not at the De- 
ſtruction of your Comfort, or the Demolition of 
any valuable Intereſt. Only they would be mighty, © 
through GOD, to pull down the Strong-hilds of Un- 


belief; and bring every ſelf-exalting, every rebellious 


Thought, captive unto CHRIST *. Captive, in a 
profeſſed Submiſſion to his Righteouſneſs, as well as 


a dutiful Subjection to his Commands. And, when 


ſuch is the Tendency of the Campaign, it will be 
your greateſt Advantage, to loſe the Victory . It 
will be better than a Triumph, to enbis⸗ 
Yourſelf ee | 


45 2 Cor. x: 4 Tas. oo rage £ Bat, 
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THERON, 


URN laſt Converſation ended with a 
I Challenge. To decline or delay the 
Acceptance of it, would look like Cow- 
P ardice in me, and be a Piece of Injuſ- 
" tice to You, Aſpaſio. Therefore, I 
am now ready to give You all the Satisfaction, 
which a Gentleman can demand.—OQnly as the 
Weather continues hazy, I belieye, my Study muſt 
be the Place of Action. | 
 Afþ. A Challenge | Theron — 
Ther. What, Sir ! Do You boggle? Would You 
eat your Words, and play the Poltroon ? 

Aſp. Perhaps, I may have an Inclination to follow 
the Example of a Brother Hero; who ran away from 
the Field of Battle, juſt as his Comrades were ad- 
vancing to charge the Enemy, And when called to 
an Account for his Behaviour, right worthily al- 

ledged; That his Retreat * proceeded, not from 
* Retreat—Bengelius thinks, there is ſuch an Air of 


Self. adulation, and vain Pretence, in the Word uſed by 
Aa4 | - 
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any Timidity of Mind; no, 
for the public Good. 


but from a Concern 


8 — had knocked my R out to-day, how ſhould 


& I have been lege fight; for 22 75 


4. morrow LEE 


Vou ſmile, = Se at my ande Warrior; EM 
his ſage Maxim.—But, fince You have glanced at a 
certain modiſp Cuſtom, give me Leave very ſeriouſly 
to. aſſure You ; That, if the Affair was to be deter- 
mined by Sword and Piſtol, I ſhould reckon ſuch a 
Conduct, a reſolute Refuſal at leaſt, not at all un- 
manly, but the truly wiſe and gallant Behaviour. 
For ſurely, it can never be an Inſtance of Wiſdom, 
to hazard my Life, at the mere Caprice of a turbu- 
lent Ruffian ; who is a Stranger to all the Principles 


8 Humanity and Generoſity, but a Slave, an aban- 


doned Slave, to his own ungovernable Paſſions.— 
Surely, it can never be an Act of real Bravery, to ex- 
poſe myPerſon; 3 becauſe ſome fool-hardy Practitioner 
in the Feneing- ſchool, is deſperate enough to riſk bis, 


The Gentleman, the true Gentleman, ſhould 


a becoming Dignity of Spirit; and ſcorn to ſet his 


exert 


Welfare on a Level, with .that of an inconſiderate 


ang barbarous a 


the Wenn Spirit, Matt. X11. 44. rod exicui. 
loguitur, quaſi non ejectum. Vide Superbiam ! He ſay 


Ther. 


gi 


8 not, 


I was 45 out, but I came out. 4 He could not brook the 


former Expreſſion. His Pri 


was too great to confeſs 


the Truth, or to declare the Thing as it is.? 


ee 
Bully. 


calls che Perſon who gives the Challenge, a 
8 4 ſuch, notwitnſtanding all the Maxims o 


1 and falſe Honour, He will certainly be found, 


when tried at the Bar of Reaſon or Juſtice. For, 
moſt impetuous, irrational, and brutal Barbarity 1 


if the 


is al- 


lowed to conſtitute a Bully, He has an TO Title 


to 


Relat! 


EE OSA 


DrALOö G UE Vit - 26: 
Wer. But Honour, my Aſpaſio, Honour is at ſtake. 


Dena to loſe our Life, than forfeit our Reputation. 


Better to be in a Grave, than to be the Jeſt of every 


. Coffee-houſe ;- and perhaps pointed at, as We paſs 


the Streets, for mean-ſpirited, ſneaking, or, as the 
Gentlemen of the Sword ſo elegantly ſpeak, white- 
livered Animals, 

Aſp. Forfeit our Reputation |! Amongſt whom, T 
beſeech You ?—A few raſh and precipitate Crea- 
tures: The Pupils of. La Mancha's Knight: The 
Sons of Chimera * and Cruelty, Who, by aſſoci- 
ating the Notion. of Cowardice, with the Practice 
of forgiving Injuries ; have attempted to bring into 
Diſrepute, the mot generous Act of the human 


Mind. Whoſe Principles are, I fay not, a Depar- 


ture; from the Precepts of Religion, but a Diſgtace 
to Reaſon, and the Reproach of common Senſe. 
Whoſe Applauſe, therefore, is Infamy ; and their 


Detraction the higheſt Praiſe they can beſtow. 


From every judicious and worthy Perſon, your 


Conduct will be ſure to gain Approbation, and 


your Character Eſteem. When Cæſar received a 
Challenge from Anthony, to engage Him in fingle 
Combat, He very calmly anſwered the Bearer of the 
Meſſage; IF Anthony is weary of Life, tell Him, 
there are ather Ways to Death, 424 des the Point of my 


Seword. 


to the Charafter; who, on account of a mere punctilio, 
or ſome flight Affront, would deſtroy a Life, which might 
be of Service to Society might be a Bleſſing to various 
Relatives —and is intimately connected with a bliſsful or 


miſerable Immortality. 


This Kind of Gentry are ſtyled—in a Boot” with 


which they have little or no Acquaintance ; but whoſe 


Maxims will be had in Reverence, when their Names are 
loſt in Oblivion — PRW 232 The Sons of Blaſter, or The 


Children of Noiſe, Jer. xlviii. 45. 
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Sword. Who ever deemed this, a mean - ſpirited or 
ſneaking Behaviour? All Ages have admired it, as 
the Reſolution of a diſereet and gallant Man; who 
was ſenſible of his on Importance, and knew how 
to treat the petulant and revengeful Humour of a diſ- 
contented Adverſary with its deſerved Contempt. 
Barely to loſe our Life, is the ſmalleſt of thoſe 
Evils, vhich attend this miſchievous Practice. It 
is pregnant with a long, an almoſt endleſs Train of 
diſaſtrous Conſequences to Parents, Wives, Children, 
Friends, Aſſociates, and the Community. —It is an 
infallible Expedient, to be deprived of the Favour 
of the infinite GOD, and to be excluded from the 


Joys of his eternal Kingdom It is the ready Way, 


to become an Object of Abhorrence to the Angels of 
Light; and be made the Laughing; ſtock of Devils, 
in their Dun geons of Darkneſs *. Shame, everlaſt- 


ing Shame, hall be the Reward of fuch ny; 


18 * * ſuch Fools 1. 


bo wa 


. « Let me tell You wich Confidence,” | (ſays an ex- 
cellent Perſon, addreſſing Himſelf to one of theſe un- 
happy Deſperados) i that all Duels, or fingle Combats, 


* are murderous ; blanch them over (how Vou liſt) with 


«« Names of Honour, and honeſt Pretences, their Uſe is 
4 finful, and their. . deviliſh.” See the ſelect 
Works of. Biſhop Ha 
Where the Reader will find a happy Mixture of true 
Oratory, and ſound Divinty; à rich Vein of Faxcy, and 
a ſweet Spirit of Pity; Contemplations upon the Hiſto- 
ries of Scripture (which, I think, are our Prelate? s Ma- 
ſter- piece) almoſt as entertaining and inſtructive, as the 
Subjects illuſtrated are important and wonderful.Not- 
withſtanding a few ſtiff or antique Phraſes, I cannot but 
eſteem the Works of this Author, among the moſt VA- 
luable Compoſitions extant in our Language. 


+ Prov, iii. 35. 


, in one Volume, Fol. pag. 5 26. 
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Ther. With regard to this Point, I am entirely of 


your Opinion, Aſpaſi 03 however I may differ i in en 
Particulars. 


Afp. Say You fo, Gheroni! Would You then ably 


ſubmit to Aﬀronts, Inſults, and Aſſaults? 


Ther. As to the trifling Affronts of a peeviſh in- 
continent Tongue, I would treat them with a ſu- 
perior Scorn, When thus treated, they are ſure to 


recoil, with the keeneſt Edge, and ſevereſt Weight, 


upon the impotent Malice which offers them. The 
Wretch ſhould ſee, that I could pity his Miſery, 


and ſmile at his Folly.—But with regard to Aſſaults, 


eſpecially thoſe of a capital Nature, the Caſe is 
otherwiſe. Should any one offer Violence to 


Perſon, it is at his Peril. He would find, and per- 


haps to his Smart, 
| Et Nos Tela Manu, Ferrumque Hd debile Dextr . 
| Spargimus, & neftro ſequitur de Vulnere Sanguis v. 


Here, the fundamental and everlaſting Law of Self 
preſervation calls upon Us to play the Man. And I 
am ſure, Chriſtianity does not require Us, to yield 
our Throats to the Knife, or open our Breaſts to 
the Dagg er. 

But to retire - to deliberate—to ſit down and in- 
dite a formal Challenge—ſcems to me altogether as 
ſavage and iniquitous, as to aſſault on the Highway. 

—He that demands my Money on the Road, or ex- 
torts it by an incendiary Letter, or decoys me into 
the Snare by a forged and counterfeit Note; is ſtig- 
matized for a Villain; is abhorred by every Perſon 
of Integrity; and, when detected, is rewarded with 
a Halter, Why ſhould We reckon the Head-ſtrong 


Bravo 
q Vt ns: 


i BB 


Fr Bibs Up alt "Ws Fore Eg iS NB upon 


my Very Life; and chirſts, with inſatiable F * for 


| "ily Pleo eis. 
. Aſp. | He allows You 4 a fair 12 ; 19h fe 18 1 


89 Ther. A Chance Of what Either of falling 


"x Satrifice to his Rage; or of imbruing my Hands 
in his Blood. Which is neither more not less, than 
*reduting me to a Neceffity, of launching i into am- 

nation myſelf, or of tranſmitting a Fellow-creature 
to eternal Vengeance. —And j is this an Extenua- 


tion? This a mitigating Circumſtance? Tt really 


Proves the Practice ſo inexcuſably wicked, that no- 


thing can be pleaded in its Defence. The very Ar- 


_ gument, uſed to juſtify the horrid Deed, inflames 
its Guilt.and e its Malignit yy. 


; Tis Pity, b ut the legiſlative FE OS FEY in- 


terpoſe, for the Suppreſſion. of ſuch a flagrant, Wrong 
6 Society, and ſuch; A notorious Violation, of our 
benign Religion. Why ſhould not the Laws de- 


clare it Fal, to make the firſt Overture for a 


Duel? Since it is always more heinous, and fre- 
quently more pernicious, Is always Murder in the 
Intention, and frequently iſſues in double Deſtruc- 
tion: the One, inflicted by the Stab of V iolence; 3 
the Other, executed by the Sword of Juſtice. 
Might it not, at leaſt be branded with. ſome Mark 
"3 public. Infamy, or. ſubjected to aiſevere pecuniary 
Mul?? So that a Gentleman of Spirit and Temper 


might have it in ais Power to return the Compli- | 
15 Ph. 2 challenging cite with ae 0 An- 


: {Eh y Nis 1 241 « 4 54 ; 
: p * e 
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a Mark for undiſciplined and outrageous Paſſions. 
* —Neither have I ſo totally renounced, all that is 
humane, benevolent, or amiable, as to draw my 
Sword for your Deſtruction, becauſe. Vou have 
FIRST been overcome by precipitate and unrea- 
ſonable Reſentment.—You have given me an 
Opportunity of acting the Gentleman and the 1 
« Chriſtian. And, this Challenge I accept, as a 1 
Note under your Hand for five hundred Pounds *; | 


10 which will very ſoon be demanded, eee i Þ#i 
e Law, by 1 
Your, Ke. v 

$7 


Afb. But to refurnie the proper Subjet—the Na- 
ture of ur Engagement. Which I now recolle&, 
and which was explained, when I ventured to give, 
what You call the Challenge. As it is not my The- 
ron, but the Obſtacles of his Faith, and the Ene- 
mies of his Felicity, which I am to encounter; per- 
haps, I ſhall have Courage to ſtand my Ground. 


- 2:74 Might not the Refuſer of a Challenge be dignified 
With ſome honorary Distinction, reſembling the Civic 
Crown among the antient Romans? Since, by his cool 
and temperate Bravery, He ſaves one Liſe from. the 
Sword, another from the Halter. Was ſome honorary 
Diſtinction on the one hand, united to a pecuniary For- 
feiture on the other, I cannot but think, they would 
prove an effectual Method to check the Progreſs of this de- 
Reutte Evil. It would break the Teeth of Malice with 
her own Weapons, and turn the Artillery of "Fs: ll 
upon Herſelf. Thoſe deteſtable Paſſions would be loth 
to indulge themſelves in this horrid Maaner, if it was 
made the ſure Way to ennoble and enrich the Object of 
their Rage.— V. B. The Civic Crown was an. Ornament 
aſſigned to thoſe Soldiers, who had in Battle IE: 2 
Fellow-citizen from impending Death. 


6 DIALOGUE VI. 
Asad, inſtead of violating-all- the Obligations of 
Equity, Honeſty, and Conſcience, I ſhall certainly 


evidence; my Love to my F riend ; e eee * F 


mote his truck Good. Et 


Ther. I don't ſee, beat che aids by 
your late Attempt. You attempted to runidown alt 
Works of Righteouſneſs, as abſolutely unable to find 


Acceptance with GOD, and equally inſufficient to 


recommend Us to his Favour.—It is for the Credit 


of: thefe, which Aſpaſio has nn that enter 


the Lifts. Gl 


As. I attempted to prove, That no was Works 
ſhould pretend to the Honour of juſtifying Us, either 
in Whole, or in Part.' Becauſe—this would be an 


Uſurpation of the REDEEMER's Office—this 
would overthrow the Goſpel-method of Juſtifica- 


tion, which is by imputing Righteouſneſs without 
Works * — this, inſtead of excluding, would intro- 
duce Boaſting. And oppoſe,. if not defeat, the 


grand Deſign of JEHOVAH, in the Salvation. 


of Sinners; which, is, to diſplay the infinite Riches 
of his Grace. 

. "When any Works are attended. with fuk Cir- 
cumſtances, cannot but wonder, to hear them 
called Works of Righteouſneſs.” I am at a Loſs to 
-, conceive, how they can themſelves be acceptable; 
much more, how they can recommend a Ttanſgreſ- 

ſor to the Favour of -G OD. — Nay, I hear our di- 
vine MAS T E R poſitively and peremptorily de- 


claring, that they are, not good, but evil. "The 


World hateth me, eie 1 20% Yi ity they, the Merle 
theresf are evil 1. . | 


| * Rom, iv. 6. 


+ John vii. 7. 


Ther 


_DIALOGUE/VE x, 
Ther, The World—that is, the Gentile World, 


or the wicked World; which was abandoned ta 
Licentiouſneſs and groſs Immorality. Making no 


Scruple to indulge Luſt or Revenge ; 5. committing. 


Adultery or lnjuftice, or whatever gratibe a vicipus 
Inclination, 1 
App. And can You ak. that the SON, of the, 
moſt, high: GOP, ſhould be ſent from the Heaven 
of Heavens, only to tell People that Revenge and 
Adultery are evil? Or does the World hate a 


Perſon, for inveighing againſt Licentiouſneſs and 


groſs Immorality ? No, Theron: the Works, againſt 
which our LORD. teſtihed; the Works, which 
He cenſured. as evil; were the very beſt Deeds. 


both of Fes and Gantiles: Thoſe, for which they 


approved: and. valued. themſelves; in which they 
gloried, and on which they truſted. This Tefti- 
mony, bearing ſo hard upon all human Excellency, 
affronted their Pride, and inflamed their Reſent- 
ment; as it ſeems to have enkindled a little Warmth 
in my Friend's Temper. 

However, as You apprehend ſome Injury done to. 
the Credit of human Works, let Us, as We lately 
promiſed, give the Matter a fair Hearing. What 
is the Standard, to which theſe Works of Righte- 
ouſneſs muſt be conformed ;. and by which their 
Sufficiency may be determi ned? 

Ther, The moral, Law, doubtleſs ; ; 1 know no EF 
Standard of Righteouſneſs, . nor any other Way of 
becoming righteous. 2 10 

AD. Vou will, I hope, . ere, long, be acquainted 


with another Way. You wil know, TOW that 


Heart Man BELIEVETH or A 
| 3. : NESS, 


Law. 5 
your Opinion, and. refer myſelf to your Deciſion. 


* 
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wes *.—At. ane 1 agree to your Propoſal. 


We will join iſſue on this Footing; and try the 
Merits of our Cauſe, before the Tribunal of the 


Yourſelf ſhall be the Judge. I will only aſk 
Fou ſee, I am ſoon weary of the military Style. 
| Thad obtruded myſelf on a Part, which 15 was not 
qualified to act; mot now Ferns a more becoming 
Character. | 
Der. If You bs me on the Bench, I ſhall al- 
low of no ſuch Digreffions ; 5 but ſhall keep You. 
| Cloſe to the Subject. 


£3 


Ap. Has your Lordſhip then conſidered the Na- 


ture of the divine Law, and the Extent of its Ob- 
ligation Et] 


"Ther. It obliges all Perſons, and « comprizes the 


MN hole Duty of Mankind. It forbids all Immorality, 
and enjoins every. Virtug —Are not theſe Jour Ven | 


timents S 5 
Ap. They are, when ſomewhat enlarged. —The 
Empire of the Law, as probibitory of Evil, extends 


both to the outward and inward Man. It takes cog- 
©  nizance of the Actions. It judges every Word. All 


the Operations, and all the Diſpoſitions of the Soul, 


come under its ſacred Juriſdiction.—It is indeed a 
Diſcerner, not only of the working Thoughts, but 


alſo of the dawning Intentions; and arraigns them 
both at its awful Bar. It pierces even to the dividing 
aſunder of the Soul and Spirit f. Not the inmoſt Re- 


ceſſes of the Breaſt, are too deep for its Penetration; 


nor all the Artifices of the deceitful Heart, too ſubtle 


for its Detection. Other Laws forbid the unclean 
Act; this condemns the wanton hd and irregular 
| * 7 Deſire. 
+: Heb. iv. 12. 


/ * Rom. X. 10. 5 
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Deſire. Other Laws puniſh the injurious Deed ; 


this paſſes Sentence on the unguarded Sallies of Paſ- 
ſion, and the moſt ſecret Emotions of Reſentment. 


So eminently true is that Remark of the Pſalmiſt, 
Thy Commandments are exceeding broad * Tell me 
now, Theron, has your Obedience been commenſu- 
rate with this extenſive Platform of Duty? 

Ther. If the Law be ſo very extenſive — 


Asp. Nay, my Friend, Vou cannot ſuſpect, that I 


have ſtretched, to an undue Extent, the Obligations 


of the divine Law. Since this Interpretation is eſta- 
bliſhed by an Authority, 200 great to be controverted ; 


too clear to be miſunderſtood ; even by the Authority 


of CHRIST Himſelf. Whoſe Sermon upon the 


Mount, is a profeſſed Expoſition of the Command- 


ments; and maintains, in the moſt explicit Man- 


ner, all that I have advanced. — So that, if our 
LORD's Expoſition is juſt, it will be neither raſh, 
nor uncharitable to ſay; There is not a Man upon 
Earth, but has broke them all. 

Ther. Are Weall Idolaters then? All Adulterers? 
All Murderers ? Shocking to imagine ! 


Aſp. It is ſhocking, I confeſs. —But how l 


more. ſhocking to true Religion, and to common 
Senſe, if ſuch K expect Jansen by 
their own Deeds? 

Ther. This is no Proof of your Aﬀertion, my 
god Friend. 

Aſp. To be fond of Gold; to be a with 


thi World; to love any Creature more than the 


ever-blade] CREATOR; are Inftances of Ido- 
latry +, not quite ſo groſs, but altogether as real, as 
to ſet up Idols in our Temples,-or pay Acts of Ado- 

1. 1 B b | ration 


» Pal. cxix. 96. ' + Col. iii. 5. Phil. ili. 19. 


\ 


ration to ſenſeleſs Images. Have You always been 
free from this Apoftacy of the Afection n? 
Our infallible F EAC HE R has informed Us, 
That unreaſonable Anger, contemptuous Language, 
and malevolent Wiſhes *, are each a Species of 
Murder; and not many Removes from the Aſſaſſin's 
deadly Stab. Have Vou been always meek, always 
benevolent, and never chargeable with this mental 
Homicide? n . 
We are farther aſſured, That the Indulgence of 
inordinate Deſire is, in the impartial Eſtimate of 
Heaven, as the Commiſſion of the impure Deed +. 
And evil Concupiſcence, of every Kind, violates 


that ſacred Precept, Thou ſhalt not covet 1. Has your 


Matt. v. 22. I Matt. v. 28. 

F Rom. vii. 7. Aſpaſſo's Obſervation brings to my Re- 
membrance a remarkable Incident; which, 4s it is quite 
+ pertinent to our Purpoſe, the Reader will allow me. to 
relate. It paſſed between a Friend of mine, and a cer- 
tain ingenious Stranger, into whoſe Company He hap- 
pened to fall. —The Gentleman was extolling, at a laviſh 
Rate, the Virtue of Honeſty : what a Dignity it imparted 
to our Nature! How it recommended Us tothe Supreme 
BEING! He confirmed all by a celebrated Line from 
Mr. Pope; | ts Ad 

An honeft Man's the nobleft Work of GOD. 
Sir, replied my Friend, however excellent the Virtue 
of Honeſty may be, F fear, there are very few Men in 
the World, that really poſſeſs it. Vou ſurpriſe me! ſaid 
the Stranger. Ignorant as IJ am of your Character, Sir, 
I fanſy, it would be no difficult Matter, to prove even 
Yeu 4 diſhoneſt Man.—I defy You.—Will You give me 
leave then, to aſk You a Queſtion or two; ard promiſe 
not to be offended ?*—Afﬀe your Queſtions, and welcome. 
Hive you never met with an Opportunity of getting 
Gain by ſome unfair Means? The Gentleman pauſed. 


I don't aſk, Whether You made 2ſ of, but * 
8 | | 5 SET Lou 
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Will been invariably upright, and warped with no 
irregular Inclination ? Are You wholly unpolluted 


with this Adultery of the Heart? 
I wait not for a Reply. J have often heard You 


plead Guilty to all—yes, to all and every of theſe 
Charges reſpectively. 


Der. Where, and when, Aſpaſlo? 
App. In the moſt venerable Place, and on the moſt 
ſolemn Occaſion. And not You only, but a whole 


Multitude of ſelf- condemned Criminals. — Our 


Church, You know, has engrafted the Decalogue 
into her public Service; and taught all her Mem- 
bers to anſwer, after the Repetition of each Com- 
mandment; LORD, have Mercy upon Us, and in- 


| ine our Hearts to keep this Law. Is there any Senſe 
in theſe Words? Or have We any Meaning, when 


We utter them ? If We have, ſurely they muſt im- 
ply an Acknowledgment of Diſobedience in every 
Particular.— The Criminal arraigned- at the Bar, 
never falls on his Knees and craves F orgiveneſs, 
B52 - IM OWE 
You have met with, ſuch Opportunity? I, for my Part, 
have; and, I believe, every Body elſe has. —Very pro- 
bably I may. —How did You feel Your Mind affected, 


on ſuch an Occaſion? Had You 20 ſecret Defire, not the 


leaſt Inclination, to ſeize the Advantage which offered? 
Tell me, without any Evaſion, and conſiſtently with the 
Character You admire ?—I muſt acknowledge, I have not 
always been abſolutely free from every irregular Inclina- 
tion, but—Hold, Sir; none of your Salvos. You have 
confeſſed enough. If You had the Deſire, though You 
never proceeded 1 to the Action, this ſhews You was diſ- 


| honeſt in Heart. This is what the Scripture calls Con- 


cupiſcence. - It defiles the Soul. It is a Breach of that 
Law, which requireth Truth in the inner Parts. And, un- 


leſs You are pardoned through. the Blood of CHR IS ,. 


will be a juſt Ground of your Condemnation, æuben 


OD fall judge tbe Secrets of Men. 
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till He. either confeſſes or is convicted. This then 
muſt be the Purport of our Reſponſe. <* We are 
«© verily guilty concerning this Thing. And we. 


06 humbly implore both pardoning Mercy for * 


4 paſt, and ſtrengthening Grace for the future.“ 


Give me leave to urge my Queſtion a little far- os 


ther.—Is there a ſingle Day, in which You have not 
tranſgreſſed, ſome Way or other, this ſacred Rule? 
Ther. If the Law of GOD will diſpenſe with no 
Deviation, not even in the firſt Starts of Thought 
But ſurely to affirm this, is to extend the Law 
beyond all reaſonable Bounds. The Motions of 
evil Deſire, if indulged, are undoubtedly criminal. 
But are they alſo, when refrained, Breaches of 
Duty? I ſhould rather i imagine, that ſuch Tempta- 
tions are thrown i in our Way, for the Trial of our 
Obedience. Which, had they no Power over our 
Affections, would not be Trials; and, when they 
are reſolutely withſtood, cannot be F aults. _ 
Asp. What was the Judgment of our Reformers ? 
And what is the Voice of our Church? We may 
find both in the Ninth Article. Although there 
is no Condemnation for them that believe and are 
5 baptiſed, yet the Apoſtle doth confeſs, That Con- 
0 cupiſcence and Luſt hath of itſelf the Nature of 
Sin.“ It is not ſaid, Concupiſcence hath then only 
the Nature of Sin, when it is ripened into Action; 
but of itſel, and before it breaks out into the Com- 
miſſion of Iniquity, Of itſelf it is contrary to the 
pure Nature, and therefore cannot but be condemned 
by the perfect Law of GOD. 
Ther. This I can truly plead in my own Behalf; 
That it has not been ee e an me to oftend ; 
at 


8 b 
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at leaſt not e or of deliberate Wick- 


edneſs. 
Aſp. My dear Wks, do not offer to palliate your 


Guilt. Such an Opiate may ſtupify, but will not 


cure: or rather, like Opiates ill prepared, it will in- 
toxicate the Mind, and counteract the Operation of 
every healing Molitige. —Pelides, it is not only per- 
nicious, but falſe and unreaſonable. You know the 
Uſe of that ſolar Microſcope, and are able to inform 


me of its Effects. 


Ther. J ought to be pretty well acquainted with 
theſe Experiments; fince it has long been my fa- 
vourite Diverſion, to employ a few ſpare Hours in 
ſuch agreeable Speculations. | 

Ah. You have ſeen the Body of an Inſe&, accom- 
modated to the ſurpriſing Inſtrument. When, in this 
Situation, the Animal was pricked by a very fine 
Needle; your Eye, your naked Eye, juſt perceived 
the Puncture; and diſcovered, perhaps, a Speck of 
Moifture oozing from the Orifice. But, in what 
Manner were they repreſented, by the magnifying 
Inftrument ? | 

Ther. The Puncture was widened into a frightful 


 Gaſh. The Speck of Moiſture ſwelled into a copious 
Stream; and flowed, like a Torrent from the gaping 


Wound. An Ox, under the ſacrificing Knife, ſcarce 


looks more bulky, or bleeds more largely. 


App. Don't You apprehend my Deſign ?f—If We, 


| ſhort-ſighted Mortals, and almoſt blinded with Self- 
love; if Ve cannot but be ſenſible of our Faults ; 


how flagrant muſt they appear, in what enormous 
Magnitudes, and with what aggravating Circum- 
ſtances, to an Eye perfectly pure, and 3 
n f | 


Bb; © hd 
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Inſtead of attempting to extenuate our Offences, 
let Us make ſome ſuch improving Reflections. 
If this holy Law, which prohibits the minuteſt 
80 Failure, form the Indictment; if this all- diſcern- 
« ing GOD, who ſifts our Conduct even to the 
ce ſmalleſt Defect, be the Judge; and our perſonal 
4 Goodneſs, which abounds with Imperfections, 


ce the Plea; what can We expect, at that deciſive 
« Hour, when the LORD ſhall Jay Judgment to 


6 the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet x? — 


< Surely, this Conſideration ſhould incline Us, to 

« adopt the wiſe and ardent Wiſh of the Apoſtle; 
&< That We may now, in this our Day, win CHRIST; 

ce and, at the laſt tremendous Audit, be feund i in 
c Him; not having our own Righteouſneſs, which is of 
&« the Law, for the Foundation of our Hopes, but 
© the Righteouſneſs which is of GO D, by Faith in 
60 JESUS CORSET: | 


Conſider the Law in its nobler Cappeity, as enjoin- 
ing whatever is excellent Can You hope, Theron, 
to be juſtified by it, if You fall ſhort of its Demands, 

not barely in a few Inſtances, but in every Action of 
your Life, and every Temper of your Heart ? 

Ther. Such a Hope, cheriſhed: amidſt ſuch Cir- 
cambances; would be fallacious and abſurd. —But ! 


truſt, I am not ſo very faulty, or rather fo entirely 


abandoned, as your Interrogatory ſuppoſes. 


App. Have You duly examined the Spirituality of 


the divine Law ?—It is ſtyled, an incorruptible Pic- 
ture of the High and Holy ONE, that inhabiteth 


Eternity. It is, doubtleſs, a Copy of his abſolute 


Redtitude and TATE Perfection. It i is a bright 
Repre- 


* 


* Ifai, xxviki. 17. + Phil. wi. 8, 9. 
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Repreſentation of his ng pure Nature, and a beau- 

tiful Delineation of his mo/? holy Will.—lt not only 
preſcribes the external Duties of Righteouſneſs and 
| Holineſs, but calls for the moſt upright Imagina- 
tions and devout Aﬀections.—Nay, it inſiſts upon 


the Exerciſe of every Virtue, and that in the higbe/ 


Degree. Love to GOD, without the leaſt Luke- 
warmneſs; and Love to our Neighbour, without 


any Unkindneſs ; a Sanctity of Deſire, that knows 
no Stain; and an Integrity of Behaviour, that in- 
cludes whatever is holy, juſt, and goed. —In ſhort ; 
it requires Us to be perfect, even as our FA TH ER 
which is in Heaven is perfect . 

4 0 of your Actions come up to this exalted 
Standard ? Are any of your Graces thus refined ? 

Ther. Am I then abſolutely an Inſolvent, before 


the great LORD of the Univerſe? Have I no 
Lamb in my Fold, that is without a Blemiſh ? No- 


thing 1 in my Life, nothing in my nenn, but what 
is defective and defiled ?)? 


* Matt. v. 48. Our LORD, having explained ſe- Sh 


veral Commandments of the Law, ſums up the Whole, 


and gives Us the Spirit of all, in this moſt refined Pre- 


cept ;. Be Ye perfect even, &c. If the Reader pleaſes to 
take this Paſſage i into Conſideration, He will have a more 
ſatisfactory Anſwer to Theror's Objection, concernin 
the fr /? Motions of evil Deſire ; more ſatis factory I mean, 
than was 2 in the preceding Pages. There, the 
Reply turned upon human Teſtimony; Here, it reſts 
u pon divine A | 

I hope, the 8 Reader will, on other Occaſions, 
remember this Obſervation. And if, at any Time, the 
Arongeſt Reaſons are not immediately aſſigned; let Him 


| _ ſuppoſe it poſſible, that they are omitted in one Place, 


only to be introduced and urged, FR with greater 
Advantage, in another. 


Pleraque difteret, & praſens in 9 omittet. Hon. 
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- + Aſp; Indeed, my Friend, (this. is not your: Condi- 
tion alone, but the Condition of the moſt irreproach- 
able Perſon on Earth. There is. Nene perfect, in any 
Character, or in any Work, no not One. None 
that obeys the divine Law, invariably and com- 
completely. And, before the Tribunal of GOD, 


nothing paſſes for Righteouſneſs, but a e 
and abſolute Obedience; _ > 


Caſt. your Eye upon the Mone which are ſub- : 


joined to thofe beautiful Prints. How elegant is the 
Engraving ! How accurate are the Letters! The 
Strokes moſt delicately: fine | Their Shape moſt ex- 
actly true et me aſk You to tranſcribe them with 
Your Pen; and make the Copy equal to the Ori- 
g:nal. Preſerve all the noble Boldneſs of the Reman 


Stamp, and all the graceful Softneſs of the Italian 


Touch. What? Could You not execute this Taſk, 


even in your preſent unimpaired, Health, and with 
the Exertion of all your Skill? How miſerably then 


muſt You fall ſhort, if your Eyes were dim with 


Age; if your Hands ſhook with a parolitie Diſor- 


der; and your Underſtanding was oppreſſed with a 
lethargic Dulneſs? Such is really the Caſe with re- 
gard to all the Children of Men. Our Nature is 
| depraved; our moral Abilities are enervated; and 
. our intellectual Faculties clouded. And can We, 
in ſuch a State of Impotence, tranſcribe that ſacred 


Syſtem, which is the very Image of GOD—:tranſ- 
cribe it into our Tempers, and render it legible in 


our-Lives, without diminiſhing one Jot or Fe 


— of its perfect Furie, 1 | 
Ther. Though I fall ſhort, chere! are Chriſtians of 
a much higher Claſs. Chriſtians, I don't doubt, 


who have theſe Laws written on their Hearts; all 


5 ee 
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whoſe Tempers are caft into this heavenly Mould. 

Nor am I myſelf without Hopes of making more 

confidernble Advances in Holineſs. | 

Aſp. May your Hopes be quickened into vigorous 
Endeavours! And your Endeavours be crowned with 
abundant Succeſs What You ſuppoſe, concerning 

very eminent Chriſtians, I cannot wholly admit, nei- 

ther do I wholly deny. They may have all their 
Tempers caſt into the heavenly Mould : but then; 

they are conformed to the ſacred Pattern, only 77 

Part. There is a Reſemblance ; yet not ſuch as that 

clear and ſteady Mirror (pointing to a fine Glaſs 

over the Chimney- piece) exhibits ; but ſuch as ſome 
turbulent and muddy Stream reflects.— If the Breaſts 

of theſe eminent Chriſtians were formed on the Mo- 
"NN del of Druſus's * Houſe ; I verily think, You would 
| have a lower Opinion of their Acquiſitions in Virtue: 
= David, whom GOD himſelf dignifies with the 


5 moſt exalted of all Characters, and ſtyles a Man af- 
ter his own Heart +; who, to a moſt inflamed Love, 
— added a moſt accurate Knowledge, of the divine Teſ- 
L timonies; was deeply ſenſible of the Truth, I would 
- IK inculcate. After an attentive Contemplation of the 
S Sublimity, the Extent, the Sanctity of thoſe heavenly 
1 een He breaks out into this humbling Excla- 
5 . | x mation ; 
4 
E * When Druſus, a noble Roman, was deliberatin g upon 


n a Model for his new Houſe ; the Architect offered to 
build it in ſuch a Taſte, that no Eye ſhould overlook 


* any of his Rooms.—** You quite miſtake my Inclination; 
. „ ſaid Druſus. I am for the very Reverſe of your Plan. 
}f „J would have my Houle ſo contrived, that every Paſ- 
y « ſenger may ſee, whatever is tranſafted within.” 
U N + For the Propriety of this Character, and its Cor- 


55 reſpondence with the Perſon, let me refer the Reader to- 
ſe 4 ag in Dialogue I. p. 27. 
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mation; . Vn can telh, how oft He offendeth * ? 
< Was the, moſt vigilant Conduct, or the moſt pu- 
<« rified Soul, examined by this conſummate Rule; 
£ innumerable would be found the Slips of the for- 
« mer, and glaring would tha Failures of the latter 
LE. appear. | 

Ther. I cannot oe the Reaſon ly for decrading hn. 
man Nature, to ſuch an extravagant Degree; and 
ranking human Works among the Refuſe of Things. 

| Ajp. Do You aſk theReaſon of this Remonſtrance? 
It is to preſerve Us from the miſchievous Error of 
the Phariſee. Who, meaſuring Himſelf, not by the 
true, ſublime, and extenſive Senſe of the Law ; but 
by a falſe, debaſed, and mutilated tation; 3 
became haughty i in his own Conceit, and therefore 


abominable in the Sight of G OD.—Hear Him 


trumpeting his own Praiſe; I am no Extortioner, no 


Adulterer +. This, the poor vain Creature, fanſied, 
was a ſufficient Obedience, paid to the ſecond Table, 
See Him ſtill e in his on imaginary Flumes 1. 


mx Pſal. XX. 12, 4 Luke xviii. 11. 
t This ſeems to give the genuine Signification of 79 
vu er 8239; comrotg, Luke xvi. 1 5 Not that.avbich i 14 highly 


2 eiliioy, erdoto. The Propoſition, taken in this 


nſe, is neither neceſſarily nor univerſally true. The 
Meekneſs of Maſes, the Fortitude of Joſbua, the Wiſdom 


of Sclamon, were highly eſteemed among thoſe very Men, 


to whom our LORD addreſſed his Diſcourſe. Yet none 
can ſuppoſe, that the Endowments of thoſe illuftrious 
Perſonages, were an Abomination in the Sight of G O D.— 
Whereas, whatever is high and lifted up, haughty and 


conceited ; every Sentiment of Self-admiration, and all 
the Fruits which ſpring from that bitter Root; theſe are 
certainly and ere Objects of the divine Abhorrence. 


I think,” therefore, the Sentence ſhould be tranſlated, 


That auhich is vain and aſuming 3 3 not among, but i Men, 


in their Spirit and T emper. This Interpretation is moſt 
| ſqatable, 


Fl 
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I Faft twice in the Mee; ] give Tythes of all that I 
poſſeſs *. This, He fooliſhly imagined, was a due 
Compliance with the Injunctions of the e Table, 
be young Ruler, was evidently under the ſame 
Deluſion, when He had the Aſſurance to declare; 


All theſe Things, which are preſcribed by the divine 


Law, have I kept from my Youth up f. a 
A more peſtilent Opinion, it is ſcarce poſſible for 
the Mind of Man to entertain. Nor can any Thing 


appear more egregiouſſy miſtaken, if We conſider 


the vaſt comprehenſive Scope of the ſacred Precepts. 


That they require an exact Conformity, in every 


Particular, and every Punctilio. That they require 
the utmoſt Perfection of every Duty, and forbid the 


leaſt Degree of every Sin. _ 

Ther. Remember, Aſpaſiv, what the Apoſtle has 
declared'; Not the Hearers, but the Doers of the Law, 
fall be juftified. The Doers of the Law; this ſhews 
the Poſſibility of performing its Precepts. Shall be 
juſtified ; this proves, that Juſtification is by Obe- 
dience, This one Sentence ſeems to demoliſh, 
whatever You have been building on the Subject. 
 Aþp. It is ſtrange to obſerve, that ſome eminent 
Commentators have agreed with Theron, in giving 
the ſame inconſiſtent and uncomfortable Turn to 
the Apoſtle's Expreſſion. Gravely telling Us, that 

; ES: ed EE. | „ the 


ſaitable, not only to Fact in general, but to the Import 
of this Word in particular. See Rom. xi. 20. Where 
it occurs in a fimilar Acceptation, pw up f.. Be not 
high-minded.—Tt ſeems alſo beſt to quadrate with the Te- 
nour of ouf SAVIOUR's Reproof; Ye are they that 
juſtify Yourſelves before Men, but all ſuch arrogant At- 
tempts, and every ſuch elated Air (which conſtitute the 
70 v/v). the moſt holy GOD beholds with Deteſtation. 


* Luke xvii, 12. + Matt. xix. 20. 
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t the Doers of the Law, who ſteadily and uniformly, 
4 in the Tenour of their Lives, act agreeably to 
« jts Precepts, they, and they only, ſhall be juſti- 
« fied in the Day of final Audit and Account.” 
Tais I call 7nconſftent. Becauſe, it is diametri- 
| cally oppoſite to St. PauPs Aﬀertion ; By the Works 
ef the Law, ſhall no Man living be juſtified. Uncom- 
Fortable; becauſe, if this was the Method of Juſti- 
| keation, it would ſhut the Door of Hope on all 
Mankind. Whereas, the Scope of the Apoſtle is, 
not fimply to ſhew, in what Manner Sinners are 
juftificd before GOD; but what is requiſite to their 
Juſtification, according to the Tenour of the divine 
Law. Which demands, not any Performance, but 
a complete Obedience. Diſcharged with all the 
Heart, and all the Strength; without any Deficiency 
in Action, or any Irregularity of Inclination. Such 
Obedience if any Man produces, He ſhall be ac- 
counted juft, even by the Sentence of the Law.— 
But when did the Sun behold ſuch a Perſon ? Or 
what Annals have recorded ſuch a Character? 
Ther. Is there nothing valuable then in Regula- 
rity of Conduct, and Integrity of Heart? Nothing 
valuable, in our Acts of e and Habits of 
Virtue ? 
Asp. From our Fe w- creaturer they ſtand intitled 
to Reſpect, Imitation, and Gratitude. But before 
infinite Perfection, they muſt drop their Claim, and 


lie proſtrate in the Duſt; imploring Forgiveneſs, not 


challenging a Reward. We all diſcern a Beauty 


and a tyrinkling Luſtre in the. Stars, when viewed 


under the Shades of Night. But, when the magni- 
ficent Source of Day ariſes, their Beauty vaniſhes, 
their Luſtre is Darkneſs. 
| pliſhments, 


N 


Such are human Accom- 
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pliſhments, when compared with the perfect Law, 


or beheld by the piercing Eye, of the en 


glorious GO D. 


Ther. Methinks, this Notion confounds 5 Dif- 


ference of Good and Evil; and, by rendering all 
our Actions blameable, would render them all alun 
This i is levelling with a Witneſs ! 


App. It renders them all equally incapable of re- 


commending Us to our MAKER. It ſays, and 


ſo does the Tenour of the Law, and ſo does the 
Wiſdom of GOD, I will declare thy Righteouſneſs 


and thy Works; that, in the gone Article of Juſti- 


fication, they ſpall not profit Thee x. For this Pur- 
poſe, nothing is good, nothing efrectual, but the 


Actions of one Man, that is CHRIST. 


All that We perform, however ſpecious it may 
feem, is very far ſhort of our elevated Rule. There- 
fore, cannot procure the divine Favour, or intitle 
Us to the Kingdom of Heaven.—Nay, if GOD 
ſhould enter into Judgment with Us, on the Foot 
of our own Performances ; He would diſcover ſuch 
Defects, even in the choice/? Inſtances of our Obe- 
dience, as muſt render them Matter of Condemna- 


tion +, not meritorious of Applauſe. 


Be pleaſed to obſerve this Penknife—What can be 
more exquiſitely keen, than the Edge; or more nicely 
poliſhed, than the Blade ? But, how do they appear, 
when beheld through one of thoſe Microſcopes ? 


| . Ther. 
| . 61. 12. 

+ To this Aſſertion St. Cyril, in Concert with ſeveral 
other Fathers, bears a very expreſs Tekimony : Ad npwy 
0 Ta opus era. Jougey, HC ng K og Ap TERY av B Th ©Y 
wepiepſaGopens re % 5 BacanGuries Ses. Fwen thee of cur Ackicns. 
which ſeem to Fr performed in a right Manner, cculd net eſcape 


Cen ſare and Blame, if GOD _= d but 75 ightly examine, and 
Ering them to the Teſt. 
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Ther. The Edge leſs ſharp than the Woodman's 
Ax, or rather more blunt than his Iron Wedge. 
The Poliſh reſembles a Maſs of e — rudely 
hammered on the Anvil. 
Ap. How very delicate is the Cambrick, which 
forms your Rufffes; and gives ſuch an ornamental 
Air to your whole Dreſs |- Nothing can be finer, 
than the Threads; or more exact, than the Tex- 
ture. But what is their Appearance i ina microſcopic 
View ? | 

Der. You would take the fine Threads for hempen 


Cords; and would almoſt be poſitive, that they had 


been wattled together, by the clumſy Hands of the 
Hurdle-maker ; rather than curiouſly wove, in the 
Artiſt's Loom. 
Af. That lovely Piece of Friaihel, which makes 
a Part of your Lady's penſile Equipage, quite charms 
the Spectator, with the Juſtneſs of its Fi igure, and 
: the Radiancy of its Colours. But 
"Ther. Under the Scrutiny of this ſearching Inſtru- 
ment, it loſes all its Elegance; and inſtead of win- 
ning our Admiration, provokes our Contempt. It 
looks like a Heap of Mortar, pla i/lered on by the 
Maſon's Trowel. 
Aſp. You ſee then, Theron, Chat groſs e, 
what bungling Inequalities, this ſupplementary Aid 
to our Sight diſcovers, even in the m9/? finiſped Works 
of human Art. So, and abundantly more, does the 
immaculate Purity of GOD, diſcern Imperfections 
in our moſt upright Deeds, and moſt guarded Hours. 
Therefore, though the Apoſtle could confidently 
declare, I know nothing by myſelf; Jam not conſcious 
of any Remiſſneſs, or any Unfaithfulneſs, in the Diſ- 


charge of my Office. _ Tet I ary not, he adds, thereby 
4 at; co 
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| Juſtified * ; for the LORD is greater tham my Con- 


ſcience, and may eſpy many a Failure, where I my- 
ſelf can ſee nothing faulty. 


I ſaid immaculate ; and I ought bo have ſaid more. 
Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men, made perfect, 
are endowed with immaculate, but the LORD 
JEHOVAH is poſſeſſed of infinite Purity. Have 
You conſidered this Attribute of the G O DHEA, 
Theron? | 

Ther. I have; and not without Arwentgenk at the 
charming, the awful Deſcriptions of it, which occur 
in the ſacred Writings, —G OD is not only holy, 
but, as the Lawgiver of the Jews very ſublimely 
expreſſes Himſelf, glorious in Holineſs + The ſacred 
Penmen, treating of this illuſtrious Perfection, ſeem 
to labour the important Point. They indulge the 
loftieſt Flights of Imagination; they employ the bold- 
eſt Figures of Speech; and add the moſt glowing Co- 
lours of Eloquence ; not without frequent Acknow- 
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ledgments, that all the Force of Language, is abun- 


dantly too feeble, for the unutterable Subject. 
One of the Prophets, addreſſing the KING eter- 
nal, immortal, inviſible, breaks out into this extatic 
Exclamation; O LORD, my GOD, my HOLY 
ONE, Thou art of purer Eyes, than (to allow, ſhall 
I ſay? This is an Aſcription of Praiſe, unſpeakably 
too mean for thy ſurpaſſing Excellency. Thou art 
of purer Eyes, than) to look upon Evil, and canft not 
behold Iniquity T. — Another, wrapt into a prophetic 
Viſion, ſces the Seraphim veiling their Faces, in Token 
of profound Humiliation; hears thoſe Sons of Ardour 
and Love, crying, in loud reſponſive Strains; Hob, 
Holy, 


Cor. iv. 4. + Exod. xv. 11. Hab. i. 13. 
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Holy, Holy is the LOR D GOD of Sabaoth . So 


tranſcendently holy, ſays another deyout W orſhiper, 


1 4 is 


gination, are particularly fond of Machinery; of intro- 
Weing celeſtial Beings, in order to give ſome peculiar 
Dignity to their Plan, or ſome additional Strength to 
r e . Propriety and Em- 
phaſis, is this Species of ſine Writing uſed in Scripture. 
Efpecially in the Paſſage quoted abe. 

Let us conſider— The principal Object. I /aw the 


ORO; the ſupreme Judge, and the everlaſting King. 


Manifeſting Himſelf to the Eye of my Mind, in a Form 
conſummately venerable, yet emblematical of his future 
Incarnation.— Sitting upon a Throne; expreſſive of that 
Sovereign Power, which ruleth over all; and prefigura- 
tive of that auguſt Tribunal, from which He will pro- 
nounce the irreverſible Sentence. — The Throne was high 
and lifted. % like thoſe divine Perfections, which are 
too high for human Comprehenſion, and are exalted 
above all Bleſſing and Praiſe.— His Train, or the Skirts 


of his Robe, . filled the Temple. They extended themſelves 


through all the ſacred Edifice; repreſenting thoſe Diſpen- 


ſations of 1 judgment, of Truth and Equity, 


which pervade Heaven and Earth. Which take their 
Courſe through Time; and will be prolonged to Eternity. 
Let Us obſerve the igferior Perſonages. Theſe are the 


Seraphim; pure and active Spirits. Likened, by the 


Pſalmiſt, to Flames of Fire; ſtyled, by the Apoſtle, Do- 
minions and Principalities of Heaven. Who excel in 
Strength and Wiſdom, in every great and ſhining Ac- 


compliſhment.— Their Altitude. They wait around the 


KING immortal, ſeated on his Throne; they are in 


the higheſt Elevations of Honour, yet at the Footſtool of 


JEHOVAH. They fand; are in a Poſture of Service: 
with their Wings outſtretched, ready to fly at the firſt 
Signal. It is not ſaid, with their Eyes reverently caſt 
down; but with their Faces covered; to denote the deep 
Self. abaſement. Like Creatures, that are conſcious and 


aſhamed of their own Meanneſs; or elſe overcome with 
the inſupportable Glories, which beam from uncreated 
Majeſty.— Their Action. They eelebrate, not in cold 

| 1 oe LESS Con- 


. Tſai. vi. 3. The Poets, and Writers of a bold Ima- 


ſeven: 
not ve 


the fo 
an In 
mitte 


2 


_ tbe 


the former | 
an Image, truly grand and majeſtic ; worthy to be ad- 
-niltted into the Songs of Seraphs.—It glotifies GOD, as 
the great, . 
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1s the everlaſting G OD, that all- created Glory is 


totally eclipſed in his Preſence. He Jooketh' to the 


Converſation, but with rapturous Songs; not with ſingle 
Voices, but in a grand Choir (mm IR mM, ſee P/al. lexxvii. 
5, 6.) the moſt amiable yet tremendous Sanity of the 
10 RD Almighty.— Their Speech. Though impreſſed 
and penetrated with the prodigious Theme, they attempt 
not 10 deſcribe it. Impracticable that, even by t 
Tongues of Angels! They expreſs themſelves, therefore, 
in the Language of profound Adoration ; in repeated, in 
reiterated . to the ineffable Attribute; Holy / 
: Holy 1 Holy — The Efes of the Vifion: The Poſts of 
the Door, ſhake at the Voice: the ponderous and mag- 


nificent Pillars of Braſs (ſee 2 Chron: iii. 17.) tremble 


1 ne—— il Cl kg 
To darken all the Dome, and Smoke to roll So 
. Ju dufey Wreaths, the Sign of Wrath awakd. | 


Phe ſpacious and beautiful Houſe ; mourning, as it were, 
under the Marks of divine Indignation ; | joins with the 


tremBling Columns, and adoring Seraphs, to tell the 
thoughtleſs World; What a fearful Thing it is, to fall into 

Hands of "the living GOD The Prophet himſelf is 
ſtruck with Aſtoniſnment; is overwhelmed with Awe ; 
and cries out, as a Woman in her Pangs. Can any 


Thing be more enlivened and alarming? More delicately 


or more ſublimely imagedꝰ | 
If I ſhall not treſpaſs upon the Reader's Patience, I 
would beg Leave to add a Remark, concerning the Word 
Sabaoth. Which, though a Hebrew Expreſſion, is retain- 
ed in that admirable Hymn, intitled Te Deum; and which 
ſome People, I am inclined to believe, inadvertently con- 
found with Sabbath. — The latter ſignifies the Reſ of the 
ſeventh Pay; and, in this Connection, yields a Senſe, 
not very Spore, and comparatively mean. Whereas, | 
notes Armies or Hoſts; and furniſhes Us with 


„ uncontroulable SOVEREIGN: 
. OL. 1. "GC: © who 


— 
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Moon, and it ſpineth not; yea, the Stars are not pure 
in his Sight * And bis very Angels, thoſe a 
and exalted Intelligences, He chargeth with. Folly +. 

1 Aſp. Very majeſtic Deſcriptions — And pray jet 

Us obſerve the Impreſſions, which ſuch Beamings of 


the divine Effulgence made upon the Saints of old m 
Moſes, drawing near the eloudy Pavilion, the Pre- fo 
ſence-chamber of the HOLY ONE af frael, ſays, m 
with Emotions of uncommon Dread; I axcee«ingly pe 


fear and quake t! When Job is ene with ſome ar 
peculiar Manifeſtations of the omnipotent GO, ne 
ee his Poſture ! Hear his Words! I abhor-myſelf, and in 
Fepent in Duſt and Afhes . How ſtrong is the Lan- M 
"guage! How deep the Abaſement! When Thaiab 1 
ſaw the incomprehenſible JE H OVA, fitting Ye 


upon his Throne; and the Princes of Heaven, ador- Fi 
ing at his Footſtool ; *ſeized with a Pang of reve- al) 
rential Fear, He cited out; Moe is me! I am undone! 72 
For I am a Man of Wie Lips $ When Ezekiel ve 
beheld an emblematical Repreſentation of HIM, 8 
who dwelleth in Light inacceſſible: when the AN- wi 
TIENT of Days, veiled under a human Shape, be 
appeared to Daniele though One was a devout Prieſt, an 
and each was an eminent Prophet; yet, overwhelm- of 
ed with a Mixture of Veneration and Terror; they 0 
both 2215 a at bir feet as dead J. Fn, 2 not to 

: who dana a fupreme Tg over all TE Orders of ef 
7 Being, from the loftieſt Archangel t that ſhines 1 in Heaven, £97 
to the loweſt Reptile that crawls in Duſt. Who ſays to a „ 
Legion of Cherubs, Go; and they go: — to a Swarm of led 
Inſects, Come; and they come: — to any, to every. Crea- * 

| * Do this; and they do 1 it. See Matt. viii. Qs +1 f e 


* Job XXxV; 55 3 Job iv. 18. 74 Heb. Xi. 21. 
1 Job xlii. 6. 8 lai. vi, 5˙ I Ezek. i. 28. 
Nap. X. 8, 9. 4 +0 ff 
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before a full Diſplay, but only before a Glinpſe of 
the GODHE AD. Which, though partial and 
tranſient, was too menen men for an Wen of 
| Fleſh to bear. J 

O my F Gena mug! Theren / what Fi igure jd our 
mean Performances, our low Attainments make, be- 
fore this immenſely glorious GOD ?—Let Us exa- 
mine the Behaviour and Spirit of Job, alittle more 
particularly. He is one of your favourite Examples; 
and indeed very deſervedly. For, in Piety, He had 
no Superior, and no Equal; there was none like Him 
in the Earth. Yet, when He has to do with the 
MAKER of all Things, and the JUDGE of all 
Men, He pours out his abaſhed Soul in theſe. very 
remarkable Profeflions : I I juſtify myſelf, my own 
Mouth ſhall condemn me if T jay, I am perfect, it ſhall 
alſe prove me perverſe * He declares yet farther ; 1f 
I waſh myſelf in Snow-water, and make my Hands ne- 
ver ſo clean, yet ſoalt Thou, O righteous and eternal 
GOD, plunge me in the Ditch; manifeſt me, not- 
withſtanding all this Care and Circumſpection, to 
be a guilty and a filthy Creature; yea, ſo very guilty 
and filthy, that ny own Clathes, were they ſenſible 

of the Pollution, could not but abhor me. 
This He confeſſes, not becauſe He was conſcious 
to Himſelf of any Immorality; but becauſe his 


Mind was filled with the moſt affecting Senſe, of 


GOD's inconceivable Holineſs, and in he Glory. 
For, adds the venerable Sufferer, He ot a Man 
as I am; but a BEING of ſuch extenſive Know- 
edge, that no individual Thing can eſcape his Diſ- 
cernment; of fuch exalted Purity; that every Spot 

of Deflement is loathſome in his Sight. For which 
: Ces. © Reaſon; 


7 See Job ix. 20, 21.— 30, 31, 32. 
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Reaſon, it is abſolutely impoſſible, that IThbeala uns 0 


Jer im, with reference tomy own perſofial Righ- 
teouſneſs: or that We. ſhould: came rugrthir in 


mont, on any ſuch Footing, Without Gonfuſton ta 
| myſelf, and Ruin to my Cauſ ese 
Tall —— — 


morable and exemplary : Though I wene'gerfeft;: pet 


Would I ndt-hnow'my Soul; T canli afpiſe my Lit.— 


He ſuppoſes Himfelf ina higher State, than our 
moſt advanced Chriſtian; though Were per fact. 


Vet, even in ſuch a State, were it attainable and 


attained, I would not know my So not dwell upon, 
not plead, no, not ſo much as cheriſh a Thought 
of, my own My rene and Acquirements. 
In the important Buſineſs of Juſtification, they 
ſhould ſtand for Cyphers'; they ſhould: be thrown 
into Shades; they ſhould entirely difappear,—Nay 
more; / l % my Life; my Liſe, with all 
its moſt ſhining Actions and moſt diſtinguiſhed Vir- 


tues, ſhould be reckoned inſignificant and deſpicable. 


Juſt as in/ignificant and Yeſpicable, with reſpect to this 
great Tranſaction, as a wandering Spark would be, 


if appointed to diffuſe Day amidſt the Darkneſs of 


Night, or to pegs Spring araidſt the ren af 
Winter?: \ 

' Ther. Theſe are Alb ing ae Ape 1 luſt 
confeſs. —A Law, which condemns all vain Ima- 
ginations, and eyery irregular Deſire! Which re- 
quires an'exa& and univerſal Obedience,” both in 
Heart and Life A G OD of ſuch Majeſty, Pu- 


rity, and Glory; that Men of the moſt approved 


Integrity, are overwhelmed with Confuſion, in his 
Prefence :I ſhall conſider them, at my Leiſyre, 
with the Attention | hey « Glerye, —At preſent, I 


beltey e, 
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believe, Opportunity is giving Us che Slip. Yon- 
— e this TOON. 2 


or ahold — theſe Convitiiones-which | 
are of the utmoſt Gonſequence to our Faith and 


Wannen to *. ien his F nend 

Mind, replied. Genc N Tok nat 
Ap. As your Viſitants are = 2 + Dif dns 
leave to obſerve; Fhat the wile of Men, attend- 


— the iet of theſe. Particulars &, has poured 


tempt upon all human Pragcllency; There is not 
a: 708 Man aban Fartb, that doeth Good, and ſinneib 
not f. 'TheiApofile of CHRIST takes Shame to 
Himſelf, on the ſame Account; and teaches all 
Mankind to ſtrike the Sail of Self- conceit; In many 
Things Iiſe oſfend all 4. David, conſidering the lat- 
ter of theſe Points I, prays with the utmoſt Earneſt- 
neſs; Enter not into Judgment with thy Servant, O 
LORD! and aſſigns this humbling Reaſon for his 
Petition; For, in thy Sight, hall no Man living be 
juſti ed d. This induced Nehemiah, who had been 
ſo nobly zealous for the Honour of his GO, 
not to confide. in his own valuable Services, but 
make Application to forgiying Goodneſs. Spare 
me, O LORD, according to thy great Mercy J. 
Flad I: ſet before You. the Example of the poor 
Nublican, who ſmote upon his Breaſt; durſt not lift 
up his Eyes to Heaven; but cried from the Bottom 
of a polluted Heart, GOD be merciful to me a Sin- 
ner * / A lanes might POR: haye whiſpered ; 


"3 ; $$ Surely, 
| 25 The Perfection af the, Sek * : 1 Eecleſ. 
928. 300. t Jam, 1. 2, 0 The Purity of 
the divine Majeſty. & Pal. exliii. *. 4 Neb. 


xiii. 22. ** Luke. zrüif 


1 > : ⁰ -m̃̃ --- 


c * am not to be bes with that abomi⸗ 
4 nable Wretch. I ſtand upon ſome better Foot- 
e ing, than ſuch an infamous Offender.— With 
reſpect to the Enjoyment of eternal Life, We ſtand 
upon no better, upon no other. And when low as 


that obnoxious deſpiſed Creature, We are upon the 
very ſame Ground with the moſt xalted Saints. 


They all appear before the. MAJESTY of HE A- 
VEN. in the ſame Attitude of unfeigned Humilia- 
tion, and with the ſame Acknowledgments of utter 
Unworthineſs.— For, it is a certain Truth, and ad- 
mits of no Exception; That, to juſtify Sinners, is 
not the Privilege of human Obedience, but the ſole 
ary 2c: of the LORD our Righteouſneſs. 


her. Is not the Practice of Hezetiah an Exception 


to your Rule? Theſe, if I recollect aright, are the 
Words of that holy King; I beſaech Thee, O LORD; 


remember bow ] have 1 before Thee in Truth, and 


wrth a perfect Heart, and have done thut which is good 
in thy Sight *. You ſee, He puts the Iſſue of his 
Tryal before the everlaſting GOD, upon Hig own 
——_ and his own Obedience. 

Ap. Theſe are his Words, but they are not uſed 
with this View. He humbly repreſents' before the 


great SOVEREIGN of the World, how bene- 
cial his former Life had been, and how ferviceable 


his prolonged Life iel be, to the beſt Intereſts of 
the Feruiſo Nation. He appeals to his Obedience, 
— He may eſtabliſh his Hope of eternal Hap- 


pineſs in Heaven; but that He may obtain a Res 


prieve from the Grave, and a Lengthening of his 
Tranquility on Earth. Neither is this Obedience 
pain} wr by Way" of Neft; but only pleaded, 
We N 

*. 2 Kings xx. 3. 
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3 by way 905 Argument: As though He had ſaid; 
„Remember, gracious GOD, how I have exerted 
my royal Authority, to ſuppreſs Idolatry, to ex- 


<. tirpate Vice, and to promote thy true Religion. 


% Conſider, how. greatly thy People ſtand in need 


55; of ſuch a vigilant and zealous Governor; and 
eto vvrhat a miſerable Condition both Church, and 


State may be reduced, if Thou takeſt away thy 


Servant by this threatened but untimely Stroke. 
And, for the Welfare of Juuah, for the Honour 
c Of thy Name, for the Support of ty own. War 


6 ſhip, O fare me a little!“ 


Aſpaſio pauſed; expecting a Reply. — Ih 


Avatinuſd ſilent and mufing, Aſpaſio, with a Smile of 


Benevolence, proceeded. Come, my Theron; why 
ſo deep in Thought? Have You any Objection to 


the Evidences I have produced? They are ſome of 


the molt digniſtied Characters, and illuſtriaus Per- 
ſonages, that could be ſelected from all Ages. 


Kings, Princes, and Patriots Prieſts, Saints, and 


Martyrs ! Should theſe be deemed inſufficient, I can 
exhibit a larger and. nobler Cloud of Witneſſes 


larger, for they are a great Multitude, which no 


Man can number, of all Nations, and Kindreds, 
and People, and Tongues—nobler, for they ſtand 


before the Throne, and before the LAMB, 


clothed with white Robes, and Palms in their 
Hands. Aſk thoſe ſhining Armies, Who they are, 


and Whence they came? Their Anfwer is com- 


priſed in one of my favourite Portions of Scripture: 
one of thoſe delightful Texts, from which I 

to derive Conſolation even in my laſt Moments. 
For which Reaſon, You will allow me to repeat it, 
though it may N be mentioned in a former 


5 . | Con- 
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. Ie are they, who camg out of grent 
"Tribulation; and have waſhed our Robes, and made 


them white in the Blood of the LAMB: therefore ate 


22 before the Throne *. 
Some of them laid down their Lives for the Sake 


of CHRIST; many of them were eminent for 


Works of Righteouſneſs; all of them were endued 
with real Holineſs. Yet, none of theſe Qualifica- 
tions conftituted their Paſſbort, into the Regions of 


endleſs Felicity. They had waſhed their Robes; had 


fed to the Atonement, and pleaded the Merits of 
FESUS their SAVIOUR — Hereby they had 
"made them white ; this was the Cauſe of their. Ac- 
quittance from Guilt, and their complete Juſtifica- 
tion And therefore, on this Account, their Per- 


ſons were accepted; they were preſented without 


Spot before the Fhrone; and admitted to that Ful- 


-neſs of Joy, which is at G OD's 27 47 IR for 


-EVErmore. 


Ther. I have no Objection to your Witneſſes, 


But, methinks, your Doctrine is bern debaſing 
to human Nature. 

Ab. A Sign, Theron, that it is agreeable to the 
Spirit and Intention & the Goſpel. Which is cal- 
culated, as the eloquent Iſaiab foretold, to humble 
ae NR od exalt the SAVIOUR +; The 

Lofti- 


Sn aohcaighade 


+ This eorreſponds with a very valuable Maxim, 


which an eminent Divine once recommended to his Peo- 
Fi as a Touch-ſtone to Tt Ps: Truth.— 
hat Doctrine, he ſaid, whic N 19 


To humble the Kun; ; | 
7 exalt the SAVIOUR; 
Is Promote Heling; 


That 
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Loftineſs of Man jhall be bowed down, and the Hough- 
tineſs of Men jhall be made low, and the LORD 


alone ſhall be exalted in that Day * Man, though 
„ naturally vain, ſhall be made ſenſible of his 
© numberleſs Offences ; ſhall acknowledge the De- 


ce fects, which attend his higheſt Attainments; ſhall 
« confeſs the Impoſſibility of being juſtified by the 
«© Deeds of the Law; and place all his Hope upon 
<< the propitiatory Death, and meritorious Obedi- 


“ ence, of the LORD JES US CHRIST.” 


That Doctrine, which tends to accompliſh all theſe 
Deſigns, You may embrace as ſound. That which is 


defective in its Influence on any one of them, You thould 


reject as corrupt. 
* Iſai. 1 11. 1 . 


The END of the FixsT Vor vn. 


- 
* 


BOOKS written by the late Reverend Mz. 


n Author of theſe Dila Locus. 


TEDITATIONS and CONTEM- 
PLATIONS. Containing, —_ 

Val. I. Meditations. among the Tombs, Reſleo- 
12 oma Fame wk en on Orea- 


Son. 


Vol. U. Obhbemplsteng « on che Night, Con- 
templations on the Starry Heavens, and a Winter- 


Piece. The Eighteenth Edition, neatly printed 
from a Copy corrected by the Author a mort Time 


before his Deceaſe. In Two Volumes f in Ottaro, 


Price 68s. 


II. A Collection 4 the Rev. Mr. Hervey" s Let: 


ters: Which exhibit in their Purport, Compoſition, 
and various Tendencies, a ftriking and amiable 


PiQure of the Ingenuity, Learning, Candour, and 
Piety of their excellent Author. To which is 
prefixed, An Account of his Life and Death. In 
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Two Volumes. Price 78. bound, or 6s. ſewed. 


III. Sermons and Miſcellaneous Tracts: Con- 


taining, 1. Three Faſt Sermons. 2, A Viſitation 
Sermon. 3. Conſiderations on viſiting on Sundays. 


4. Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke! Letters on the 


Study and Uſe of Hiſtory. 5. The Miniſtry of Re- 


conciliation.. G. A Treatiſe on the Religious Edu- | 


cation of Daughters. Price 38, bound. 


IV. Eleven Letters from the late Rev. Mr. Her- 


| vey to the Rev. Mr. John Weſley: Containing an ; 
| Anſwer. to that Gentletzan 8 Remarks, on ok Daren * 
and Aſpaſio. Price 38. bound. | 


V. The above, with theſe e of: 88 


| and Letters, may be had bound in Nine Volumes, | E 
Price 11. 8s. of Jokx and FNaxcis Rryixorox 5 
in St. Faups Churth-yarke.. Se „ 
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